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taxes, I am very pleased by the volume
of mail that I have gotten from my
constituents on all of those issues. But
I have to tell you the one issue that my
constituents have contacted me most
on is net neutrality.

I hear from young people and college
students, many who have been calling
for the first time about wanting an
internet that is free from the meddling
of a few large internet providers.

As we know, the internet is perhaps
one of the most important advances of
our time. It is a tool that allows citi-
zens to connect from all over the coun-
try and even the world and improves
the quality of life.

From elementary to graduate level
students, all would be affected if the
title II regulations were changed. From
the student finishing homework to
military families keeping in touch, we
need a free and open internet.

So why attack an institution that
benefits millions for the gain of a few
big cable companies?

Please join me in contacting the FCC
to tell them net neutrality matters to
our constituents and it certainly mat-
ters to all of us.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, this past weekend,
as Americans across this country were
enjoying Thanksgiving with their fami-
lies, over 438 Americans were victims
of gun violence.

So what is the response of the House
Republican leadership?

Advancing the misguided Concealed
Carry Reciprocity Act that would evis-
cerate State laws meant to keep people
safe from gun violence.

This bill being marked up today in
the Judiciary Committee would put
lives at risk by forcing all States to
recognize weapon permits from other
States, regardless of how lax State per-
mitting laws may be.

House Republicans have no right to
curtail the safety reforms that New
York and other States have put in
place to protect their citizens. That is
why law enforcement organizations
from across the country strongly op-
pose this legislation. It should never
come to the floor.

Americans deserve a better deal and
more protection from gun violence, not
less.

———
HONORING RABBI WEISSMANDL
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL

GOLD MEDAL

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of a man whose heroic
legacy must never be forgotten.

At a time when the stakes could not
have been higher, Rabbi Weissmandl
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risked everything to save the Jewish
people of Slovakia from the horrors of
the Nazi regime. Forming an under-
ground organization called the Work-
ing Group, Weissmandl led an effort to
bribe German officials, ultimately suc-
ceeding to delay mass deportations.

We cannot emphasize enough the
great personal risk Rabbi Weissmandl
took on. Had he bribed the wrong offi-
cial or approached a Hitler supporter,
he would have been killed. Yet, despite
that real danger, he persevered and
demonstrated an unyielding deter-
mination to stop the slaughter of the
innocent.

In 1945, Weissmandl reached the
shores of America, ultimately settling
in New York. Even after the war, he
worked to improve Holocaust sur-
vivors’ lives by establishing the first
Yeshiva campus in America.

Mr. Speaker, Rabbi Weissmandl is
truly a hero. At great personal risk
during the darkest of times, he helped
those who were desperate. It is only ap-
propriate we honor him with the high-
est civilian honor, a Congressional

Gold Medal.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in ©paying tribute to

Weissmandl’s legacy by cosponsoring
H.R. 2740.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF SPE-
CIALIST CARLTON BUTLER OF
NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to share sad news from my dis-
trict. Miami is mourning the loss of an-
other young American hero who died
while serving our great Nation.

Specialist Carlton Butler from North
Miami, who was just 22 years old, was
found dead at Fort Bragg in North
Carolina last Saturday evening. He was
a paratrooper assigned to B Company,
2nd Battalion 505th Parachute Infantry
Regiment. The circumstances of his
death are under investigation and are
very troubling to me and to his family.

Like Sergeant La David Johnson, my
constituent who was killed last month
during an ambush in Niger, Specialist
Butler made an immediate and over-
whelmingly positive impression during
his short tenure in the military. Like
Sergeant Johnson’s family, Specialist
Butler’s family is left wondering why
and how their soldier’s life ended in
such a suspicious manner.

They have many questions, and so do
I. I am determined to help get the an-
swers they need to heal. Both families
need answers in order to heal. I will
not stop pushing until these families
are satisfied. When such devastating
losses occur, we owe it to them to find
answers as quickly as possible.

These answers are not acceptable:
“We really don’t know.” ‘“We are inves-
tigating.” “We can’t say that.”

Mr. Speaker, we seek the truth and
our military families deserve the truth.
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THE REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN

(Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the
tax bill being debated in the Senate.

Under this bill, by 2027, those making
$1 million and over will see the biggest
tax cuts. All the while, by 2021, fami-
lies earning just $10,000 to $30,000 would
start seeing their taxes increase. By
2027, taxes would increase for all Amer-
icans earning $75,000 a year or less. The
Senate bill repeals a vital part of
ObamaCare and would lead to increased
premiums and 13 million people becom-
ing uninsured.

This bill is disastrous for America,
California, and my district. In 2027,
California residents will suffer from an
over-$12 billion tax increase.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Senate col-
leagues to oppose the GOP tax bill.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Small Business:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 28, 2017.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: This letter is to in-
form you that due to my election to the
Committee on Homeland Security, I am re-
signing my seat on the Committee on Small
Business. It has been a privilege and an
honor to serve with Chairman Chabot and
address the issues facing small businesses in
our country. I look forward to continuing to
serve small businesses and my constituents
in other capacities.

Very Respectfully,
DON BACON,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———————

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 634

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of

Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. Cur-
tis.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY: Mr.
Bacon.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Curtis.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3017, BROWNFIELDS EN-
HANCEMENT, ECONOMIC REDE-
VELOPMENT, AND REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2017, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3905, MINNESOTA’S ECO-
NOMIC RIGHTS IN THE SUPERIOR
NATIONAL FOREST ACT

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 631 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 631

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 3017) to amend the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 to reau-
thorize and improve the brownfields pro-
gram, and for other purposes. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. An amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 115-40 shall be considered
as adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against provisions in the bill, as amended,
are waived. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill, as amend-
ed, and on any further amendment thereto,
to final passage without intervening motion
except: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3905) to require congressional ap-
proval of any mineral withdrawal or monu-
ment designation involving the National
Forest System lands in the State of Min-
nesota, to provide for the renewal of certain
mineral leases in such lands, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. An amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-41
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as
amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources; (2) the further
amendment printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, if offered by the Member designated in
the report, which shall be in order without
intervention of any point of order, shall be
considered as read, shall be separately debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, and shall not be
subject to a demand for a division of the
question; and (3) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Wyoming is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.
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Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Resolution 631, which
provides a closed rule for consideration
of H.R. 3017, Brownfields Enhancement,
Economic Redevelopment, and Reau-
thorization Act of 2017; and a struc-
tured rule for H.R. 3905, Minnesota’s
Economic Rights in the Superior Na-
tional Forest Act.

Mr. Speaker, brownfield refers nor-
mally to abandoned or closed commer-
cial or industrial properties that may
be contaminated because of their prior
use. These sites often represent a tre-
mendous amount of untapped economic
potential. However, developing that po-
tential is complicated by the presence
of hazardous substances or contami-
nants.

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy has estimated that there are more
than 50,000 brownfields in the United
States. The brownfields program has
enjoyed broad bipartisan support and
has been critical in converting these
vacant sites into tax-generating prop-
erties and, eventually, well-paying jobs
for American citizens.

As of May 1, 2017, the program has as-
sessed 26,722 sites, and they have lever-
aged over 124,760 jobs. On average, Mr.
Speaker, over $16 is leveraged for every
EPA brownfields dollar spent, and 8.5
jobs are leveraged per $100,000 of EPA
brownfields funds.

States all over the country have ben-
efited from this grant program. In my
home State of Wyoming, we put
brownfield grants to use in cities like
Casper, Cheyenne, Sheridan, Evanston,
Kemmerer, Laramie, and Dubois.

Brownfield sites have been revital-
ized using these funds in places like the
Minute Maid Park in Houston, Texas;
development in the neighborhoods
around Danville, Illinois; and the Gri-
jalva Park at Santiago Creek in Or-
ange, California.

The brownfields program has been ex-
pired, Mr. Speaker, since 2006, and it is
high time we reauthorize this critically
important grant program.

The brownfields program has enabled
local communities to clean up and re-
purpose vacated sites, utilizing them
for meaningful economic development,
while responsibly cleaning up haz-
ardous sites. This is an important step
in maintaining and improving what has
been a demonstrably effective program.

Mr. Speaker, the rule we consider
today also provides for consideration of
a very important bill, H.R. 3905, Min-
nesota’s Economic Rights in the Supe-
rior National Forest Act, which was in-
troduced by my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. EMMER).

H.R. 3905 requires congressional ap-
proval of any mineral withdrawal or

H9479

monument designation involving the
National Forest System lands in the
State of Minnesota and provides for the
renewal of certain mineral leases in
those lands.

This is necessary, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause in the final hours of the Obama
administration, the administration
withdrew hundreds of thousands of
acres in Minnesota from mineral devel-
opment and improperly terminated two
Federal mineral leases.

The effect of this decision halted po-
tential mining projects in Minnesota,
robbing the region of 650 direct and
1,300 indirect jobs, as well as the tax
revenue the mining operation would
bring.

Mining jobs, Mr. Speaker, are good,
high-paying jobs. The average mining
wage in Minnesota is roughly $25,000 a
year higher than the average wage in
the State.

Coming from a State where we mine
more coal than any State in the Na-
tion, I understand and appreciate the
economic development mining projects
can bring to a region. We also under-
stand the burden that can be imposed
by working with the Federal Govern-
ment on these projects in Wyoming.

Roughly half my State, Mr. Speaker,
is comprised of Federal lands. Receiv-
ing the appropriate authorizations to
drill or mine on these lands can be a
lengthy and cumbersome process that
delays projects for many years.

Ultimately, Mr. Speaker, we must
improve our Federal regulatory process
so we can better harness the vast nat-
ural resources we have in our country,
while still protecting and conserving
our environment.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I encourage
support for the rule for these impor-
tant bills, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I thank the gentlewoman from Wy-
oming for yielding me the customary
30 minutes.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCcGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, to-
day’s rule provides for the consider-
ation of two bills.

The first piece of legislation, H.R.
3017, is a bipartisan compromise to ex-
tend the EPA’s brownfields program.
The successful brownfields program as-
sists communities across this country
in cleaning up contaminated sites to
reduce pollution and health risks and
spur economic development.

Although funding for this program
has enjoyed broad support over the
years, its authorization lapsed in 2006;
11 years ago. It is certainly long past
time for this important program to be
reauthorized. I appreciate the work of
Republicans and Democrats on both
the Energy and Commerce and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Commit-
tees in coming together to produce this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, this is how the process
is supposed to work. There was a hear-
ing, and there was a markup. I should
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