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taxes, I am very pleased by the volume
of mail that I have gotten from my
constituents on all of those issues. But
I have to tell you the one issue that my
constituents have contacted me most
on is net neutrality.

I hear from young people and college
students, many who have been calling
for the first time about wanting an
internet that is free from the meddling
of a few large internet providers.

As we know, the internet is perhaps
one of the most important advances of
our time. It is a tool that allows citi-
zens to connect from all over the coun-
try and even the world and improves
the quality of life.

From elementary to graduate level
students, all would be affected if the
title II regulations were changed. From
the student finishing homework to
military families keeping in touch, we
need a free and open internet.

So why attack an institution that
benefits millions for the gain of a few
big cable companies?

Please join me in contacting the FCC
to tell them net neutrality matters to
our constituents and it certainly mat-
ters to all of us.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, this past weekend,
as Americans across this country were
enjoying Thanksgiving with their fami-
lies, over 438 Americans were victims
of gun violence.

So what is the response of the House
Republican leadership?

Advancing the misguided Concealed
Carry Reciprocity Act that would evis-
cerate State laws meant to keep people
safe from gun violence.

This bill being marked up today in
the Judiciary Committee would put
lives at risk by forcing all States to
recognize weapon permits from other
States, regardless of how lax State per-
mitting laws may be.

House Republicans have no right to
curtail the safety reforms that New
York and other States have put in
place to protect their citizens. That is
why law enforcement organizations
from across the country strongly op-
pose this legislation. It should never
come to the floor.

Americans deserve a better deal and
more protection from gun violence, not
less.

———
HONORING RABBI WEISSMANDL
WITH THE CONGRESSIONAL

GOLD MEDAL

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of a man whose heroic
legacy must never be forgotten.

At a time when the stakes could not
have been higher, Rabbi Weissmandl
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risked everything to save the Jewish
people of Slovakia from the horrors of
the Nazi regime. Forming an under-
ground organization called the Work-
ing Group, Weissmandl led an effort to
bribe German officials, ultimately suc-
ceeding to delay mass deportations.

We cannot emphasize enough the
great personal risk Rabbi Weissmandl
took on. Had he bribed the wrong offi-
cial or approached a Hitler supporter,
he would have been killed. Yet, despite
that real danger, he persevered and
demonstrated an unyielding deter-
mination to stop the slaughter of the
innocent.

In 1945, Weissmandl reached the
shores of America, ultimately settling
in New York. Even after the war, he
worked to improve Holocaust sur-
vivors’ lives by establishing the first
Yeshiva campus in America.

Mr. Speaker, Rabbi Weissmandl is
truly a hero. At great personal risk
during the darkest of times, he helped
those who were desperate. It is only ap-
propriate we honor him with the high-
est civilian honor, a Congressional

Gold Medal.
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in ©paying tribute to

Weissmandl’s legacy by cosponsoring
H.R. 2740.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF SPE-
CIALIST CARLTON BUTLER OF
NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to share sad news from my dis-
trict. Miami is mourning the loss of an-
other young American hero who died
while serving our great Nation.

Specialist Carlton Butler from North
Miami, who was just 22 years old, was
found dead at Fort Bragg in North
Carolina last Saturday evening. He was
a paratrooper assigned to B Company,
2nd Battalion 505th Parachute Infantry
Regiment. The circumstances of his
death are under investigation and are
very troubling to me and to his family.

Like Sergeant La David Johnson, my
constituent who was killed last month
during an ambush in Niger, Specialist
Butler made an immediate and over-
whelmingly positive impression during
his short tenure in the military. Like
Sergeant Johnson’s family, Specialist
Butler’s family is left wondering why
and how their soldier’s life ended in
such a suspicious manner.

They have many questions, and so do
I. I am determined to help get the an-
swers they need to heal. Both families
need answers in order to heal. I will
not stop pushing until these families
are satisfied. When such devastating
losses occur, we owe it to them to find
answers as quickly as possible.

These answers are not acceptable:
“We really don’t know.” ‘“We are inves-
tigating.” “We can’t say that.”

Mr. Speaker, we seek the truth and
our military families deserve the truth.
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THE REPUBLICAN TAX PLAN

(Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to the
tax bill being debated in the Senate.

Under this bill, by 2027, those making
$1 million and over will see the biggest
tax cuts. All the while, by 2021, fami-
lies earning just $10,000 to $30,000 would
start seeing their taxes increase. By
2027, taxes would increase for all Amer-
icans earning $75,000 a year or less. The
Senate bill repeals a vital part of
ObamaCare and would lead to increased
premiums and 13 million people becom-
ing uninsured.

This bill is disastrous for America,
California, and my district. In 2027,
California residents will suffer from an
over-$12 billion tax increase.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Senate col-
leagues to oppose the GOP tax bill.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Small Business:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 28, 2017.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: This letter is to in-
form you that due to my election to the
Committee on Homeland Security, I am re-
signing my seat on the Committee on Small
Business. It has been a privilege and an
honor to serve with Chairman Chabot and
address the issues facing small businesses in
our country. I look forward to continuing to
serve small businesses and my constituents
in other capacities.

Very Respectfully,
DON BACON,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———————

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 634

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of

Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. Cur-
tis.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY: Mr.
Bacon.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Curtis.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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