October 11, 2017

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to make votes. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 562, and
“yea” on rollcall No. 563.

——————

LIMITING TO A CERTAIN DATE AP-
PLICABILITY OF PROVISIONS OF
SECTION 7 OF THE WAR POWERS
RESOLUTION TO HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 81

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
provisions of section 7 of the War Pow-
ers Resolution (60 U.S.C. 1546) shall
apply to H. Con. Res. 81 not earlier
than November 2, 2017, but on the same
terms that would have adhered on Oc-
tober 13, 2017.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

———

REMEMBERING SERGEANT DUSTIN
WRIGHT

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of a Toombs
County native. Twenty-nine-year-old
Staff Sergeant Dustin Michael Wright
was one of the three U.S. Army Green
Beret soldiers killed in the line of duty
last week.

The U.S. Africa Command says
Dustin was part of a team assisting in
advising local forces in southwest
Niger at the time of the ambush.

A 2007 graduate from Toombs County
High School, Dustin joined the Army
soon after graduation, following in the
footsteps of his parents and his broth-
er. His family remembers him as a be-
loved jokester and was always making
people laugh. He took great pride in
serving the country, and I am so proud
to see the Toombs County community
coming together to paint the town red,
white, and blue in honor of Dustin’s
life. Dustin was truly a hometown
hero, and Toombs County will remem-
ber him often.

As Jesus said: ‘‘Greater love has no
one than this, to lay down one’s life for
his friends.”

Dustin sacrificed his life for his
brothers and sisters in service to this
great country. I will never forget our
freedom fighter from Toombs County.
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MaST COMMUNITY CHARTER
SCHOOL NAMED A 2017 BLUE RIB-
BON SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize
MaST Community Charter School, an
incredible institution in my district
that was just named a 2017 Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence by the Depart-
ment of Education.

MaST is a groundbreaking edu-
cational community that emphasizes
collaborative, technology-driven,
hands-on learning. They are preparing
the next generation of American lead-
ers and visionaries who will change the
future in ways we can only imagine.

Blue Ribbon schools are character-
ized by the highest level of academic
excellence and by their success in clos-
ing achievement gaps across student
populations.

These elite institutions are a gold
standard of instruction, inclusion, and
innovation. MaST Community Charter
School was one of only 342 schools
across the country to earn this honor
this year.

I want to congratulate the teachers,
staff, administrators, parents, and stu-
dents of the MaST Community Charter
School on their remarkable and well-
deserved achievement.

—————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JESUS
A. PERMUY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise tonight to honor my constituent,
Jesus A. Permuy, for a lifetime of serv-
ice to our south Florida community
and to the cause of liberty in my na-
tive homeland of Cuba.

Like my family and me and so many
others in my congressional district,
Jesus was forced to flee Castro’s brutal
tyranny. Jesus embraced his new life
here in the United States and became
involved in numerous civic and com-
munity affairs while working to re-
store freedom and democracy in Cuba.

In 1976, Jesus secured accreditation
for the Christian Democratic Move-
ment of Cuba to speak before the U.N.
Human Rights Commission in Geneva.

For decades, Mr. Permuy has been in-
volved in a number of human rights ad-
vocacy organizations denouncing the
systemic repression brought upon the
Cuban people by the evil Castro re-
gime. Jesus founded the Center for
Human Rights in Miami. He is a dedi-
cated husband, a proud father of 8 chil-
dren, and a grandfather of 11 grand-
children. Jesus is a shining example to
us all.

Thank you, Jesus A. Permuy, for
your service to our community and to
my native Cuba.
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REFUGES HAVE A TREMENDOUS
IMPACT

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, each
year, millions of Americans visit wild-
life refuges throughout the country.
They generate over $2 billion in eco-
nomic activity and create 35,000 jobs.
This wouldn’t be possible without help
from dedicated and hardworking volun-
teers.

That is why we have introduced H.R.
3979, bipartisan legislation that reau-
thorizes the National Wildlife Refuge
System Volunteer, Community Part-
nership, and Education Program. This
program ensures public access to ref-
uges for exploring, hunting, fishing,
and studying wildlife.

Refuges have a tremendous impact,
even in Brooklyn, where Fish and Wild-
life Service staff and volunteers work
with local public schools to cultivate
the next generation of conservationists
and wildlife enthusiasts through hands-
on learning.

Carmen Wheeler, a second grade stu-
dent in Brooklyn, recently wrote to me
and said: ‘I think we should keep the
wildlife refugees safe, even if they are
far away, because they will always
keep our world healthier.”

We are with you, Carmen.

———

GIVING TO CHARITY IS CRUCIAL

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to announce the introduction of
the Universal Charitable Giving Act.
Many Americans believe that people,
not the government, offer the best so-
lutions to solve the ailments that face
our society. Strong families, strong
churches, and strong communities are
the foundations of our Nation. By sup-
porting charities, we can make our
communities and our country a better
place for Americans from all walks of
life.

Giving to charity is crucial for eco-
nomic prosperity, happiness, and the
success of our people, but for too long
only the most wealthy have been
incentivized to give to the causes they
believe in.

The Universal Charitable Giving Act
incentivizes charitable giving for low-
and middle-income taxpayers. It would
allow everyone to deduct charitable
giving, regardless of itemizing status.

With tax reform, our aim is to in-
crease take-home pay for middle Amer-
ica. With my bill, our goal is to in-
crease support for all charities.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the great work of our faith-
based and charitable organizations by
supporting this bill.
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