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Serrano 
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Shea-Porter 
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Sinema 
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Doyle, Michael 
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Schrader 
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So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY 
PELOSI, Democratic Leader: 

OCTOBER 4, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, U.S. 

Capitol, Washington, DC. 
DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Pursuant to section 3 

of the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 
Soboleff Commission on Native Children Act 
(Pub. L. 114–244), I am pleased to appoint Dr. 
Dolores Subia BigFoot of Norman, Oklahoma 
to the Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter 

Soboleff Commission on Native Children 
Commission. 

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment. 

Sincerely, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Democratic Leader. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2018 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H. Con. Res. 71, cur-
rently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 553 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 71. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 71) establishing the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2018 
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2019 
through 2027, with Mr. LAMBORN in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 
concurrent resolution is considered 
read the first time. 

General debate shall not exceed 4 
hours, with 3 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and 
controlled by the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
the Budget, and 1 hour on the subject 
of economic goals and policies, equally 
divided and controlled by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI) and the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY) or their des-
ignees. 

The gentlewoman from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACK) and the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) each will 
control 90 minutes of debate on the 
congressional budget. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in support 
of H. Con. Res. 71, our budget, Building 
a Better America. Our budget takes 
real, tangible steps to balance the 
budget, build a stronger military, 

unlock tax reform, and support an 
economy that creates opportunity for 
all Americans. 

In past years, our budget resolution 
was a vision document, but this year it 
is different. With the election of Presi-
dent Trump, our budget goes from 
being a vision document to being a gov-
erning document that outlines how we 
build a better America for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

Today, we have the opportunity to 
fulfill our promises to the American 
people. Balancing the budget by 2027 is 
our top priority. Our national debt 
stands at $20 trillion, with $9 trillion 
added over just the last 8 years. For 
too long, both parties in Washington 
have failed to abide by a simple prin-
ciple that all American families and 
small businesses do, that we must live 
within our means. 

Balancing the budget requires us to 
make some tough decisions, but the 
consequences of inaction far outweigh 
any political risk we may face. 

Unless we take bold steps to bring 
our excessive spending and debt under 
control, a sovereign debt crisis is the 
natural conclusion. Failure to take 
swift and decisive action is not only in-
excusable, it is immoral. 

The budget resolution before us takes 
real steps to put our country on a 
sound fiscal path that balances in 10 
years and will allow us to start paying 
down our national debt. 

Building a Better America also as-
sumes bold reforms to strengthening 
programs that our seniors and our 
most vulnerable citizens rely on and 
ensure that these programs can con-
tinue to serve them for generations to 
come. 

While our budget includes reforms to 
discretionary spending, we also strong-
ly believe that mandatory spending 
must be addressed in this budget reso-
lution and in budget resolutions to 
come. 

Mandatory spending is already more 
than two-thirds of all of our Federal 
spending, and that number will only 
continue to grow, and that is why our 
committee felt strongly about address-
ing mandatory spending programs in 
this budget through reconciliation. 

Our budget requires 11 authorizing 
committees to find a minimum of $203 
billion in savings and reforms over the 
10-year budget window with an expec-
tation that the reforms will result in 
significantly higher savings. 

This package of mandatory reforms 
is the largest since the 1990s, through 
reconciliation, and it is the first step 
to change the culture of Washington in 
our spending. 

Our budget also promotes tax reform 
and regulatory reform to get the Fed-
eral Government out of the way and 
allow our free market economy to 
thrive. The larger the government, the 
less freedom individuals and businesses 
have to thrive, grow, hire, and inno-
vate. The Obama economy left millions 
of Americans behind with over 14 mil-
lion people leaving the labor workforce 
in just the last 8 years. 
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