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Our laws permit criminal and domes-

tic abusers to easily obtain weapons at 
gunshows and on the internet without 
a basic background check. 

We know background checks work. 
States that require background checks 
on private handgun sales see fewer 
women killed by their partners and 
fewer law enforcement officers killed 
with handguns. 

It is time we expand background 
checks to cover sales at gunshows and 
on the Internet. 

We are still learning about what hap-
pened in Las Vegas, but we do know 
that the shooter had more than 10 ri-
fles in his hotel room and that he may 
have used an assault weapon. 

Today in the United States, military- 
style assault weapons may be sold le-
gally to civilians. Assault weapons are 
not needed for either hunting or self- 
defense. 

They are weapons of war designed to 
kill large numbers of people in close 
quarters. 

This is not sustainable—and the pub-
lic agrees. Just last year, a poll showed 
that 57 percent of Americans favor a 
ban on assault weapons. 

In fact, from 1994 and 2004, we had 
laws that prohibited anyone from get-
ting an assault weapon. I believed then 
and I believe now that those laws made 
all of us safer. 

Unfortunately, right when the posi-
tive effects of those laws were taking 
effect, they were allowed to expire. 
Now, time and again, we have felt the 
costs of our inaction. 

It is time that we finally take steps 
to ensure that other communities do 
not experience the pain that Sandy 
Hook, Washington, San Bernardino, 
Roseburg, Orlando, and now Las Vegas 
have gone through. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
remembering the victims of this attack 
and will support legislation to prevent 
any of us from once again having to 
rise to remember what will be another 
worst mass shooting in our Nation’s 
history. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
CONNECTICUT STATE AFL–CIO 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to recognize the Con-
necticut State Labor Council AFL–CIO 
as they celebrate 60 years of extraor-
dinary and exemplary advocacy on be-
half of Connecticut workers and their 
families. 

Since its formation in 1957 with the 
merging of the Connecticut Federation 
of Labor and the Connecticut State In-
dustrial Union Council, the Con-
necticut State AFL–CIO has dem-
onstrated an impressive dedication to 
the wellbeing of workers across the 
State. The organization seeks fair and 
equal treatment for workers through 
collective bargaining on their behalf 
and promoting legislation to create 

good jobs and provide people with the 
skills needed for them. 

Simply, they strengthen the middle 
class, allowing tens of thousands of 
people to own a home, raise their fami-
lies, and retire with financial security. 

Uniting workers and their families 
toward these common goals, the Con-
necticut AFL–CIO has fought continu-
ously and ceaselessly for better wages, 
benefits, and conditions for the work-
ing families of the State. Throughout 
its six decades, the Connecticut AFL– 
CIO has facilitated union member ac-
cess to insurance plans, credit cards, 
and beneficial mortgage programs. 

Always looking for ways to raise the 
standard of living for our middle-class 
workers, the Connecticut AFL–CIO was 
one of the early leaders in the fight to 
achieve affordable and accessible qual-
ity healthcare, pay equity, and paren-
tal and medical leave for all employ-
ees. The Connecticut AFL–CIO also 
helps those who have lost their jobs, 
supporting fair unemployment com-
pensation laws and education and job 
training programs. 

Since its formation, the Connecticut 
AFL–CIO continuously puts the needs 
of workers and their families first. I 
applaud their numerous achievements 
and hope my colleagues will join me in 
congratulating the Connecticut State 
AFL–CIO on 60 years of service and 
commitment to Connecticut employ-
ees.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
BOBBI DOORENBOS 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize and congratulate an 
exceptional airman, Brig. Gen. Bobbi 
Doorenbos, on her selection for pro-
motion to the rank of brigadier general 
in the Air National Guard. This pro-
motion means she will leave behind her 
role as commander of the Arkansas Air 
National Guard’s 188th Wing in Fort 
Smith, AR, to assume her new respon-
sibilities in Washington, DC, as part of 
the leadership team within the Penta-
gon’s Total Force Continuum Office. 

Brigadier General Doorenbos clearly 
epitomizes the finest qualities of a 
military leader as evidenced by her dis-
tinguished career. After graduating 
from Iowa State University, she en-
tered the U.S. Air Force in 1995 and ini-
tially served as an F–16 pilot in the 
Iowa Air National Guard’s 185th Fight-
er Wing. She continued her honorable 
service by holding various positions in 
the Maryland, Washington, DC, and 
Virginia areas, including Air National 
Guard Crisis Action Team member; 
White House Fellow; executive officer/ 
speechwriter for the Air National 
Guard Director; chief of Airborne Intel-
ligence, Surveillance, and Reconnais-
sance; special adviser to Vice President 
Joe Biden for Defense Policy and Intel-
ligence Programs; and chief of program 
requirements and integration at the 
National Guard Bureau. She has flown 
combat missions in support of Oper-
ations Noble Eagle, Southern Watch, 

and Iraqi Freedom. Brigadier General 
Doorenbos is also a senior pilot with 
more than 1,200 flight hours in the F– 
16C Fighting Falcon and MQ–1B Pred-
ator. 

She is truly a trailblazer. As the first 
female to command the 188th Wing at 
Ebbing Air National Guard Base in Ar-
kansas, she simultaneously held the 
title of air commander with responsi-
bility for over 1,000 Federal techni-
cians, Active Guard, and Reserve mem-
bers in the execution of three distinct 
mission sets: remotely piloted aircraft; 
intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance operations; and targeting. 
Her wing in comprised of the most 
dedicated, loyal, and highly trained 
airmen that the National Guard has to 
offer. As a team, they have taken im-
mense pride in fulfilling their roles and 
obligations to the State of Arkansas 
and to the Nation. As a testament of 
Brigadier General Doorenbos’s superior 
leadership, the 188th Wing was awarded 
the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
for its incredible accomplishments dur-
ing her tenure as wing commander. 

Brigadier General Doorenbos has dis-
played an extraordinary amount of 
dedication and passion throughout her 
life and career. As a mother of three 
daughters, it is my pleasure to watch 
Brigadier General Doorenbos excel in 
her career and show young women that 
they are capable of achieving anything. 
She will continue to be a major asset 
to the U.S. Air Force in her new role at 
the Pentagon. 

I want to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to her on this well-de-
served promotion. I am very proud of 
her many accomplishments and wish 
her all the best in her future service to 
our country.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO STEVE FARNHAM 
∑ Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the service of an extraor-
dinary individual in northern Maine. 
Mr. Stephen M. Farnham, of Mapleton, 
has been a driving force behind the 
Aroostook Area Agency on Aging. 
Steve began with the Aroostook agen-
cy in its infancy in the mid-1970s and is 
stepping down after having led the 
agency for the last 40 years. 

Steve attended the University of 
Maine in Presque Isle, where he earned 
his bachelor of arts and went on to 
earn his master of public administra-
tion degree from the University of 
Maine in Orono. He also received a 
number of certificates and attended 
specialized courses that helped him 
continuously improve services and col-
laboration at the agency. While serving 
as an adjunct professor, he taught 
courses at public and private institu-
tions in Maine, as well as health and 
safety courses with the American Red 
Cross. He also held many different posi-
tions with the Katahdin Area Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America, for 
which he has been recognized with mul-
tiple awards. 

As chief executive officer of the not- 
for-profit corporation Aroostook Area 
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