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Department of Justice policies in-
tended to ensure only appropriate com-
munications with the White House.

This concern is particularly pressing
because during his campaign, President
Trump singled out the proposed AT&T-
Time Warner merger, promising to
block it. The President has also repeat-
edly attacked CNN, which is owned by
Time Warner, and it was even reported
that White House advisers have dis-
cussed the proposed merger as a ‘‘po-
tential point of leverage’ over the net-
work. Mr. Delrahim specifically stated
that he had no preordained outcome in
mind for that merger investigation. He
can be certain that the Department of
Justice will receive particular scrutiny
in its treatment of this merger.
Leveraging antitrust laws to coerce or
intimidate a media company goes
against the foundational protections
for a free press.

While Mr. Delrahim expressed that
he shared my concerns about consoli-
dation in the media and agricultural
sectors, I regret that he refused to ad-
dress my specific concerns about the
proposed merger of Sinclair Broadcast
Group with the Tribune Media Com-
pany and the effect of the proposed
Bayer-Monsanto merger on prices for
Hawaii farmers. I would have welcomed
his comments about these types of
mergers and I expect him, as head of
the Antitrust Division, to give con-
cerns about the impact of these types
of mergers the attention they deserve.

As a member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, I will continue to exercise
oversight of the Department of Justice,
and of the Antitrust Division in par-
ticular, to ensure that it is meeting the
commitments Mr. Delrahim made dur-
ing his nomination, especially as to his
independence and his ability to be a
fair, active, and nonpartisan ally of
consumers and competitive markets.
With this in mind, I supported his con-
firmation.

——————

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PRESIDENT’'S COMMISSION ON
AMERICANS OUTDOORS

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, in
1985, when I was Governor of Ten-
nessee, I got a call from Don Hodel, the
Secretary of the Interior for President
Reagan. He asked me to be the chair-
man of ORRRC 2, a follow-up (commis-
sion to the Outdoor Recreation Re-
sources Review Commission, which was
led by Laurance Rockefeller a genera-
tion earlier. I agreed in part because of
my love for the outdoors, but also be-
cause Don told me that Gil Grosvenor
would serve as vice chairman of the
commission and Pat Noonan would
serve on the board.

The chance to work with them and
the National Geographic Society made
the request to serve as chairman of the
commission even more attractive. My
first act as chairman was to change the
name from ORRRC 2 to the President’s
Commission on Americans Outdoors.
The new name did a better job of con-
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veying our mission: ‘“‘to look ahead for
a generation and see what needs to be
done for Americans to have appropriate
places to do what they want to do out-
doors.”

More than a generation has passed
now, and on this 30th anniversary of
the commission, we can look back on
the recommendations of the report and
take an assessment.

Overall, the commission found that
“‘outdoor recreation occurs close to
home, in or near towns or cities where
80 percent of us soon will live. So, more
and more, the solutions must be found
close to home. We have concluded that
the best way to assure that Americans
will have adequate outdoor recreation
opportunities is through a prairie fire
of concern and investment, community
by community. State and local govern-
ments will play a major role, but im-
plementation of our recommendations
ultimately will depend on the efforts of
thousands of individual citizens, non-
profit organizations, and businesses.”

The idea that outdoor recreation oc-
curs close to home was especially true
for me.

I was one of the luckiest guys in the
world growing up in Maryville, in
Blount County, TN.

When you grow up next to a national
park, what do you do? You grow up in
the park. You spent your weekends and
special times there, and most all the
memories I have are related to the
Smokies.

When I was 15, my dad dropped me off
at Newfound Gap on the day after
Christmas. I was with two other boys
in 3 feet of snow, and my dad said, ‘“I’ll
pick you up in Gatlinburg,” which was
15 miles away. He did, later that after-
noon.

Then, later that same year, we were
in Spence Field, and we made an error
in judgment. About 3 in the morning, I
looked over, and I thought one of my
bunkmates was moving around, but it
turns out it was a bear. We left break-
fast in our packs inside the tent, which
is something you should never do and
something I have never done since.
These are memories that stick with us
forever.

A generation earlier, in 1958, Con-
gress created the Outdoor Recreation
Resources Review Commission to en-
sure America did not neglect its herit-
age of the outdoors. The commission
was chaired by Laurance Rockefeller.
Like me, Laurance Rockefeller was fas-
cinated with the natural world from a
young age. His father, John D. Rocke-
feller, Jr., was an enthusiastic sup-
porter of park-building and historic
preservation. John D. Rockefeller, Jr.,
also had a hand in shaping my child-
hood outdoor memories.

1872, Congress established Yellow-
stone National Park, carving the park
out of land already owned by the Fed-
eral Government. In the following
years, Congress followed this model,
protecting and preserving Federal
acres out West. In the early 20th cen-
tury, citizens in the eastern part of the
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country began to push for national
parks of their own. However, the land
was already privately owned and would
need to be purchased and donated to
the Federal Government before a park
could be created.

In the late 1920s, $5 million was
raised to create a new national park in
the Smokies on the border of Ten-
nessee and North Carolina. The two
States had appropriated $2 million each
for the effort and combined that with
$1 million in private donations, but
that was only half the money needed to
purchase the land that was needed to
create the new park.

That is when John D. Rockefeller,
Jr., stepped in and matched the money
that had been raised with a donation of
$56 million through the Laura Spelman
Rockefeller Memorial Fund. Rocke-
feller’s donation assured the purchase
of the land and the creation of the
Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, where I spent my childhood and
still live next to today.

Nearly 25 years after the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park was
established, John D. Rockefeller, Jr.’s
son worked with Congress to find solu-
tions to continue to protect our Na-
tion’s treasures. The Rockefeller Com-
mission advocated for a Federal na-
tional recreation policy ‘‘to preserve,
develop and make accessible to all
Americans the resources needed for in-
dividual enjoyment and outdoor recre-
ation.”

The Land and Water Conservation
Fund and the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System grew out of the rec-
ommendations of the report. Years
later, the President’s Commission on
Americans Outdoors reaffirmed our
commitment to these Federal pro-
grams, and we also took an important
step forward by recommending policies
that States, towns, and individuals
could adopt. We focused on State and
local action, calling for investments
from communities around the country
to help keep our outdoors great.

First, our commission recommended
land trusts, ‘‘private landowners recog-
nizing the opportunity to provide ex-
panded recreation resources and serv-
ices to the public.” Local land trusts
have been one of the fastest growing
conservation tools in the past 30 years.
These local land trusts work with land-
owners who volunteer to preserve their
property through conservation ease-
ments. According to the Land Trust
Alliance’s ‘“‘Land Trust Census,” there
are over 1,300 land trusts that are ac-
tive in the United States.

These 1,300 national, State, and local
land trusts have conserved more than
56 million acres as of the end of 2015, an
increase of 9 million acres since 2010. In
Tennessee, 15 active land trusts have
protected nearly 900,000 acres through-
out the State. In 1999, Jeanie Nelson
and former Governor Phil Bredesen
founded the land trust for Tennessee.
In less than 20 years, the land trust has
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protected over 100,000 acres of Ten-
nessee landscapes. In 2015, the Foot-
hills Land Conservancy, which ‘‘is dedi-
cated to protecting, preserving, and en-
hancing the lands and environments of
the Southern Appalachian region,”
completed ‘‘a record number 24 land
partnerships totaling 7,215 acres’ span-
ning five States and seven Tennessee
counties.

When our report came out 30 years
ago, less than 5 million acres were pro-
tected by State and local land trusts.
Today more than 20 million acres are
protected by State and 1local land
trusts. The explosion of state and local
land trusts has greatly increased ac-
cess to our country’s outdoors.

Second, our commission rec-
ommended that ‘‘local and state gov-
ernments create a network of scenic
byways, compose of scenic roadways
and thoroughfares throughout the na-
tion.” We are seeing the benefits from
that recommendation today. In 1991,
Congress created the National Scenic
Byways Program to recognize and pro-
tect roads for their archaeological, cul-
tural, historic, natural, recreational,
and scenic value.

Today, according to the Federal
Highway Administration, there are 150
designated National Scenic Byways
and American Roads in 46 States
throughout the Nation. Five of these
national scenic byways pass through
Tennessee.

In the 1980’s, as Tennessee was build-
ing new highways to attract the auto
industry, the State created 10,000 miles
of State roads and scenic highways.
These roads, marked with mockingbird
signs, prohibited new billboards and
new junkyards and allow people to
enjoy the beauty of the state as they
drive across the country. These scenic
byways bring visitors to Tennessee and
the beauty of our State keeps them
coming back.

Third, we recommended that ‘‘com-
munities establish greenways, cor-
ridors of private and public recreation
lands and waters, to provide people
with access to open spaces close to
where they live, and to link together
the rural and urban spaces in the
American landscape.” Today, there are
almost 1,000 greenways and trails in
Tennessee that provide access to the
outdoors to Tennesseans in their own
communities.

A good national example of the popu-
larity of greenways is the dramatic in-
crease in rails-to-trails projects across
the country. In communities through-
out the Nation, unused railroad tracks
and the land surrounding the tracks
are sold or donated and converted into
to new recreational trails.

According to the Rails-to-Trails Con-
servancy, there are over 22,000 miles of
open trails that were converted from
previous railroad tracks and rights-of-
way. In Tennessee, today there are
over 30 rails-to-trails projects that
cover 125 miles.

Fourth, we recommended full funding
of the Land and Water Conservation
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Fund, which was first proposed in
Laurance Rockefeller’s Commission.
The idea for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund was very simple. It was
to say, ‘“When we have an environ-
mental burden, we should have an envi-
ronmental benefit.”” If we are going to
drill for oil offshore for example, that
is an environmental burden. We said
let’s take some of those revenues and
use them for an environmental benefit.

So since the 1960s, we have used oil
and gas revenues to conserve impor-
tant parts of America. Rocky Fork, in
my home State of Tennessee, is an ex-
cellent example of the productive use
of LWCF funding. Ten years ago, the
Southern Appalachian Highlands Con-
servancy, the Appalachian Trail Con-
servancy, and the Conservation Fund
began working with the U.S. Forest
Service, the Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency, and the Tennessee De-
partment of Environment and Con-
servation to protect Rocky Fork, a
10,000-acre tract in Tennessee within
the Cherokee National Forest.

In 2015, working together and using
Land and Water Conservation Fund
dollars, Federal, State, and local part-
ners saved the largest unprotected
tract of land in the Southern Appalach-
ians from development. To make sure
everyone could enjoy this natural
treasure, the State of Tennessee used
some of the land to create the Rocky
Fork State Park. The State park—with
its proximity to the Appalachian Trail,
miles of native brook trout streams
with cascades and waterfalls, historic
battle site, Black Bear Reserve, signifi-
cant wildlife habitat and scenic vis-
tas—may 1 day be the State’s most
popular park. It wouldn’t have been
possible without tree Land and Water
Conservation Fund.

As chairman, I also called on my fel-
low Governors to establish State-level
outdoor commissions. Twenty-five
States responded by establishing com-
missions or holding Governors’ forums.
Seven additional States had recently
completed conferences on the topic in
anticipation of a national study. The
purpose of my call to the Nation’s Gov-
ernors was ‘‘to stimulate action at the
local and state levels on behalf of the
outdoors. More than 2,000 people testi-
fied at hearings or participated in
meetings sponsored by States in 1986.”
The Tennessee State-level outdoor
commission, Tennesseans Outdoors,
sought to ‘“‘look 40 years down the road,
to consider what people will want to do
outdoors, and to see that there will be
places for them to do those things.”

The Tennessee Commission rec-
ommended setting aside special places
throughout the State, making the
most of the State’s resources, ensuring
a quality environment, spreading the
word on the importance of the outdoors
and recreation, and providing stable
funding for important conservation and
outdoor recreation projects. Specifi-
cally, one of the report’s recommenda-
tions was for cities to promote urban
open space preservation and riverfront
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planning. Today all of my home State’s
major metropolitan areas have taken
steps to implement this recommenda-
tion.

In 2004, Memphis adopted the Mem-
phis Riverfront Master Plan, and the
city has been making progress on river-
front redevelopment. Just 3 months
ago, the Big River Crossing—the long-
est public pedestrian and bike bridge
across the Mississippi River—opened in
Memphis.

In 2005, the city of Chattanooga com-
pleted the 21st Century Waterfront
Project, which redeveloped 129 acres
‘““along the river to create multiple
public spaces and opportunities for
citizens to enjoy Chattanooga’s water-
front.”

In 2006, Nashville began the process
to revise the Nashville Riverfront for
the 21st Century to ‘‘provide new pub-
lic attractions, parkland and water-
front access, giving residents and visi-
tors a reason to come and enjoy both
banks of the Cumberland River.”

Also in 2006, Knoxville adopted the
Knoxville South Waterfront Vision
Plan to implement an improvement
strategy for 750 acres along the 3-mile
shoreline of the Tennessee River that
flows through Knoxville.

Last year, the Tennessee Wildlife
Federation called for the State to cre-
ate a forum on Tennessee’s great out-
doors to ‘‘assess the current status of
our state’s natural resources, identify
critical challenges facing their man-
agement and conservation, and develop
strategic solutions to ensure their per-
sistence well into the future.”

When advocating for a new forum,
Mike Butler, the CEO of the Tennessee
Wildlife Federation, acknowledged the
success of the implementation of many
of the recommendations of the Ten-
nesseans Outdoors report, but also rec-
ognized that much has changed over
the last 30 years and ‘‘these changes
have had a profound effect on our nat-
ural resources and outdoor recreation
needs.” Mike understands the need to
reexamine the issues facing our State’s
great outdoors and to work together to
maintain and expand the benefits that
our outdoors provide.

Like the State of Tennessee, 30 years
ago, we looked at ways to help our fu-
ture generations enjoy the great Amer-
ican outdoors like we did. Our report
stated: ‘“We have learned over the
course of our study of urgent needs for
action to protect our outdoor recre-
ation estate. Preservation of fast-dis-
appearing open space, investment in re-
habilitation of deteriorating facilities,
getting ahead of urban growth as it
races across the land—these are ac-
tions which cannot wait, but must be
taken now, for tomorrow they will be
more expensive, or in some cases, im-
possible.”

From land trusts to greenways to
scenic highways, many of the rec-
ommendations have been implemented,
and we, as a country, have been able to
preserve some of our open spaces and
protect our outdoor recreation estate.
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One way to illustrate the success of
these programs is to take a look at the
economic benefit of today’s outdoor
economy. According to an Outdoor In-
dustry Association economic study in
2012, outdoor recreation generates $646
billion in consumer spending and 6.1
million direct jobs each year. In Ten-
nessee, outdoor recreation generates
$8.2 Dbillion annually in consumer
spending and supports 83,000 direct jobs
across the State.

Our work is not done. Theodore Roo-
sevelt once said that nothing short of
defending this country in wartime
‘““compares in importance with the
great central task of leaving this land
even a better land for our descendants
than it is for us. . . .”

On the 30th anniversary of the Amer-
icans Outdoors Commission report, I
look forward to continuing to work to
protect and preserve the great Amer-
ican outdoors and leave future genera-
tions a more beautiful nation.

————
TRIBUTE TO BOB MILLS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Bob Mills as the
67th recipient of the Dayton Region’s
2017 Citizen Legion of Honor Award
from the President’s Club. As founder
of Synergy Building Systems and Mills
Development, Bob Mills’ leadership and
vision for quality development in and
around the I-75 and I-675 corridors has
made a tremendous impact on the eco-
nomic vitality of the region.

More than a dozen corporate and not-
for-profit boards have benefited from
Bob Mills’ leadership over the years,
including Greene Memorial Hospital,
the Air Force Museum, Wright State
University Foundation, and the Dayton
Development Coalition. He has been
recognized for his generosity by the
Dayton Regional STEM School,
Beavercreek Chamber of Commerce,
the American Cancer Society, the Leu-
kemia Lymphoma Society, and as the
recipient of the Mathile Community
Award.

Maybe most impressive, Bob Mills
and his family created the Gala of Hope
Foundation and have raised more than
$6 million to fight cancer and improve
cancer care in the Dayton region by
providing grants and funding for pa-
tient care, families, caregivers, and re-
search.

Additionally, he and his family have
worked tirelessly to support Dayton
Children’s new patient tower which
supports local children’s needs for im-
portant healthcare services.

I would like to honor and congratu-
late Bob Mills for his many contribu-
tions to his community and our State.

———
TRIBUTE TO PATRICE GORDON

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize Patrice Gor-
don in honor of her retirement this
week after 29 years of exceptional serv-
ice to the Congress at the Congres-
sional Budget Office. She began her
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congressional career in CBO’s Natural
Resources and Commerce Division in
1988 after receiving her Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the University of Mary-
land.

Since that time, Patrice has been
recognized as one of CBO’s best when it
comes to focusing on details, ensuring
analyses are thorough and correct, and
questioning any gaps in reasoning. She
is a critical thinker with an encyclo-
pedic mind for details. Throughout her
career, she has balanced her keen ana-
lytic approach with humility and kind-
ness, becoming a mentor to many
young analysts and helping them hone
their quantitative skills. She is a val-
ued colleague to everyone who has
worked closely with her.

In the mid-1990s, Patrice and a few
other colleagues at CBO took on the
task of implementing requirements of
the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act,
and soon she would end up supervising
all of CBO’s work on private-sector
mandates. Throughout her tenure, she
helped distill the principles that guide
CBO’s analyses of Federal mandates,
ensuring that the agency’s work was
consistent with the previsions of
UMRA. During that time, she also re-
viewed virtually every bill reported by
a congressional committee, including
bills that regulate the transportation
of snakes on airplanes to healthcare re-
form and bankruptcy regulation.
Patrice has probably read more than
10,000 bills during her time at the Con-
gressional Budget Office.

In short, over the past 29 years, the
Congressional Budget Office and Con-
gress have been fortunate to enjoy the
dedication and insight that Patrice has
brought to her work. I understand she
is looking forward to playing more
competitive bridge and perhaps even
tuning up a clarinet and saxophone to
jazz up her time away from cost esti-
mates and mandate analyses. I know
my Senate colleagues join me in ex-
tending our appreciation to Patrice for
her service to our Nation and our very
best wishes for a happy and productive
retirement.

————

TRIBUTE TO DAVID AHART AND
CATHY GLENN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, I wish to congratulate and
thank Mr. David Ahart and Ms. Cathy
Glenn on their retirement for their
more than 28 years of service to the
U.S. Senate.

I have worked with Dave and Cathy
in various roles within the U.S. Senate
Recording Studio for nearly three dec-
ades.

Before working in the radio division,
Dave worked on the television side of
the Senate Recording studio.

Cathy also worked on the television
side before coming to radio. Before
that, she worked for Senator Dennis
DeConcini of Arizona.

It is not unusual for me to go to the
Senate recording studio multiple times
a week. If you do the math, you can see
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I have gotten to know Dave and Cathy
very well over the years.

I have always said that representa-
tive government is a two-way street,
and communicating with Iowans
through the media has always been an
important part of my job. Dave and
Cathy are an instrumental part of that
process. Put simply, they have helped
me keep in touch with Iowans, and for
that, I couldn’t be more grateful.

It’s also worth noting that Dave and
Cathy are immensely kind and patient.
Many days, my schedule can change in
an instant. Dave and Cathy are always
generous with their time and help me
and my staff complete the work that
needs to be done.

Those who know Dave and Cathy
know you never leave their studio
without a smile and laughter. They are
as friendly now as they were 30 years
ago.

Dave, I hope you get back to Denison
soon and stop at Cronks.

Dave had family who lived in
Denison, IA. Cronks is a mutually fa-
vorite restaurant that I always try to
stop at when traveling through the
area.

Cathy, as you celebrate, make sure
to eat an extra piece of chocolate for
me. I think you have as big of a sweet
tooth as I do.

I wish Dave and Cathy all the best in
retirement and the years to come.

So to you two, I say thank you for all
you have done. The U.S. Senate, the
Senate Recording Studio, my staff and
I will be forever grateful for your serv-
ice.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING BAKER FURNITURE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing a multigeneration cornerstone
of the community in Fallon County.
Baker Furniture has served the people
of eastern Montana for over eight dec-
ades. Through the years, the team at
Baker Furniture has skillfully navi-
gated changes in consumer tastes and a
shifting business climate in order to
provide quality furniture and appli-
ances for the folks in Baker.

Baker Furniture initially began oper-
ations on Main Street in 1936, by the
original proprietor, Leif Holmlund.
Leif’s understudy in the furniture in-
dustry, Army veteran Orville Stevens,
would eventually take the reins of the
enterprise in the 1960s. Under Orville’s
guidance, the Dbusiness flourished.
Orville’s sons, Tom and Dave, also
pitched in to help make the business a
success.

Tom and Dave went on to assume the
primary duties for the business in the
late 1990s. After a life that included
service to his Nation, raising a family,
and operating a successful business,
Orville passed away in 2009. Since his
passing, the business that Orville de-
veloped has continued to thrive and
meet the needs of the community.
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