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The Senate met at 10:01 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable Tom
CoTTON, a Senator from the State of
Arkansas.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Immortal and Invisible God, You con-
tinue to be our shelter in the time of
storms. Thank You for being our Na-
tion’s protection.

Give our Senators the wisdom to
place their confidence in You, instead
of in national power and prestige. Lord,
inspire our lawmakers with Your pres-
ence. Dispel all fear. May they remem-
ber that in the most turbulent and un-
predictable of times, You are still in
charge of our Nation and world.

Give each of our citizens the ability
to know and do Your will. Lord, be in
our midst so that we will experience
peace even in the midst of a storm.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2017.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable ToMm COTTON, a Sen-
ator from the State of Arkansas, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. COTTON thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2018—MOTION TO PROCEED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 1519, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 165, S.
1519, a bill to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2018 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—H.R. 3354

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3354) making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior, environ-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2018, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will be placed on the calendar.

TAX REFORM

Mr. MCcCONNELL. Mr. President,
later today, I look forward to joining
members of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, the House Ways and Means
Committee, and other congressional
leaders in unveiling a unified frame-
work for fixing our Nation’s broken
Tax Code. It is an idea that can bring
much needed relief to middle-class
families and small businesses and help
keep more jobs right here in America.
It is the result of a lot of hard work
and input from Members, committees,
staffs, and the administration, to name
a few, and I want to thank them again
for their continued diligence on behalf
of our country.

This framework is focused on sup-
porting American jobs, while making
taxes fairer, and on growing families’
paychecks. It is a refreshing change
from our current outdated Tax Code,
which for too long hasn’t worked for
many Americans.

The current code forces individuals,
families, and small businesses to navi-
gate a web of schedules, deductions,
and penalties. Rates are too high. In-
centives often make little to no sense.
Some actually encourage companies to
ship American jobs overseas. Moreover,
for 8 years under the Obama adminis-
tration, our economy grew at a slug-
gish rate—never living up to its real
potential. Too many Americans strug-
gled to get ahead, many living pay-
check to paycheck. It is time for a sig-
nificant change in favor of families and
jobs.
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