September 26, 2017

Representatives from Chicago to San
Francisco, from New York to New Orleans, O God, be granted the wisdom of
Solomon and the strength of the great
apostle Paul.
May the anointing of Thy Holy Ghost
bless this body, from committee rooms
where compromise is made, to this
very floor, may grace and peace become our banner.
Forgive us, O Lord, of backsliding.
Empty out our arrogance. Fill the
Members of Congress with the very
best of heavenly manna. Repair the
breach, and may the House of Adams,
Lincoln, and Rayburn become renewed
with the best fruits of labor.
Lead this House to the mountaintop
of victory today, so that 100 years from
this very day, it may be said: It was
good to have been here.
I pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

In the 15 years since he founded his
church, Brother Nash has been active
in the community. He is the deputy
sheriff chaplain for Richland Sheriff’s
Department. He was named an honorary chaplain of the Louisiana Legislature in 2014.
Brother Nash is a true country evangelist and has been delivering sermons
since he was 15 years old. Mr. Speaker,
we appreciate the opportunity for him
to offer the prayer this morning, and
we thank him for all he has done for
Louisiana.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further requests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

f

f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Journal stands approved.
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.
The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 8, rule XX, further proceedings on this question will be postponed.

BOEING LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this morning I was grateful to
join my fellow South Carolinian colleagues at the Boeing Leaders for the
Second Century program. This program
is dedicated to discussing leadership
capabilities and better understanding
public policy.
Boeing has brought thousands of jobs
to South Carolina, and we are grateful
that they call us home.
Additionally, I am thankful for the
inspiring leadership of Charleston Vice
President and General Manager Joan
Robinson-Berry; Chairman, President,
and CEO Dennis Muilenburg; Vice
Chairman Raymond Conner; Executive
Vice President Leanne Caret, as well as
all who have joined us this morning
from worldwide operations.
I appreciate Boeing suppliers creating jobs in the Second Congressional
District. This includes: Zeus, located in
Orangeburg and Aiken; Prysmian of
Lexington; Thermal Engineering of Columbia; and AGY of Aiken.
When I think Boeing, I think jobs,
and I look forward to continuing to
work to bring jobs to South Carolina.
Best wishes to the Boeing Company for
successfully creating more jobs in
South Carolina.
In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
DAVIS) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mrs. DAVIS of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
f

WELCOMING REVEREND WILLIAM
LYNN NASH
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) is recognized for
1 minute.
There was no objection.
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce Brother Bill Nash, a
great friend who delivered the opening
prayer this morning, and what a prayer
it was.
Brother Nash’s wife founded Glad
Tidings Pentecostal Church near my
home in Mangham, Louisiana.
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ENDING WAR OF WORDS WITH
NORTH KOREA
(Ms. LEE asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
call for an end to the dangerous war of
words between President Trump and
North Korean officials.
Provoking Kim will not make us any
safer. It will only raise the tempera-
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ture on an already volatile situation.
As everyone in this Chamber knows, a
conflict on the Korean Peninsula would
be catastrophic.
Let me be clear: a war with North
Korea would put millions of lives at
risk, and the threat of nuclear weapons
only heightens tensions. Diplomacy is
the only answer. However, President
Trump’s rhetoric has destabilized us
over our process and stopped it before
it could even begin.
This administration needs to end the
name calling and saber rattling. President Trump must deescalate his rhetoric before it is too late. Direct talks
remain our best chance of resolving
this conflict peacefully.
We must also remind the President
that he does not possess the power to
declare war without congressional approval. It is up to Congress, not the
White House, to debate and vote on
military action.
Congress must immediately vote on
Representative LIEU’s no first use bill,
H.R. 669, to prevent the President from
unilaterally authorizing a nuclear
strike.
Mr. Speaker, it is clear to everyone
that there is no military solution to
this crisis.
f

HONORING ANGELA MCQUEEN, A
TRUE HERO
(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Angela McQueen, whose
actions saved the lives of Mattoon High
School students after a student gunman opened fire in the cafeteria. Angela tackled the student, eventually
disarming and holding the assailant on
the ground until police arrived.
Angela taught math and physical
education in Mattoon, Illinois, for over
a decade. She is an Illinois native and
graduated from Marshall High School,
where she was a standout high school
basketball player. She then attended
Eastern Illinois University, earning a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics and
physical education and her master’s in
education administration.
Angela became a teacher because she
wanted a platform to be able to make
the world a better place. She is highly
involved in the Mattoon community
and is a member of B.I.O.N.I.C., Believe
It Or Not I Care teacher’s program,
founded in 2014 and funded by the Rotary Club. She is also part of the
school’s grief support research team.
I honor Angela McQueen’s dedication
to her students’ safety and her courageous actions in the face of adversity.
If she had not selflessly acted, the situation could have been much worse.
Mr. Speaker, Angela McQueen is a
true hero and deserves nothing less
than our highest admiration.
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PUERTO RICO AND THE VIRGIN
ISLANDS ARE IN CRISIS
(Mr. SOTO asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, first, to the
President: Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands are in crisis. People are dying,
and the time for action is now.
Send our ships. Send our planes. Send
our soldiers and our personnel over. We
need water and food and medicine.
These are Americans, and we can’t
turn our backs on them.
To Mr. Speaker: We need a FEMA
supplemental package without delay,
and include not only Texas and Florida, but the Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico with the same funding per capita
as the States. They need resources just
like our great State of Florida.
To the Governors in many States
from whom folks from Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands will seek refuge in
the meantime: Be prepared—your
schools, your hospitals, shelters. Families in these areas, open your homes to
our friends and to your neighbors.
The United States Government must
act with urgency beginning today.
f

PRESIDENT TAKES NEW
DIRECTION
(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the President is doing what he was
elected to do—call it shaking up the
system, putting the brakes on the bureaucracy, or creative deconstruction.
Our country simply cannot continue
on the same course: where the government increases the debt by hundreds of
billions of dollars every year; where
hundreds of thousands of illegal immigrants cross our border annually, insulting those who play by the rules and
wait their turn in line; where political
correctness limits freedom of speech,
especially for conservatives.
The liberal media is trying to shut
down this Presidency because they oppose everything President Trump is
trying to do. Mr. Speaker, in this great
conflict, the American people and our
democracy could be the casualties.
f

OPPOSE GRAHAM-CASSIDY
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of the millions of Americans whose health coverage is once again being threatened by
efforts to repeal the Affordable Care
Act.
The American people have spoken.
They do not want repeal. They certainly do not want the ACA replaced
by Graham-Cassidy, the latest, cruelest
version of TrumpCare.

VerDate Sep 11 2014

September 26, 2017

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

00:35 Sep 27, 2017

Jkt 069060

Nearly every health organization in
America, from the insurance providers
to doctors, to hospitals, to patient advocacy groups, oppose Graham-Cassidy
because it will result in skyrocketing
premiums and copays and loss of coverage for millions of Americans, particularly older Americans who need the
care most.
It is time to abandon the rhetoric of
repeal and replace and to work together to stabilize our healthcare markets. Senators MURRAY and ALEXANDER
were working together on a bipartisan
bill to fix the ACA before the Republican majority abandoned their efforts
for Graham-Cassidy.
Mr. Speaker, I hope we return to bipartisan efforts as soon as possible to
stabilize markets and improve access
to healthcare for all Americans.
f

PREPARE FOR FUTURE NATURAL
DISASTERS
(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank the first responders and
utility workers, the linemen who have
been vital in helping prepare for and
recover from Hurricanes Harvey, Irma,
and Maria.
The road to full recovery will be a
long one for many of us, our neighbors
as well, who experienced catastrophic
losses, and we must continue to support those in need.
I encourage my constituents to visit
my Facebook page to learn more about
FEMA resources. I also believe now is
the time to encourage all Americans to
be properly prepared for future natural
disasters.
I have introduced the SHELTER Act,
which would provide individuals and
businesses with a tax credit for 25 percent of qualified hurricane and tornado
mitigation property expenditures. It is
$5,000 a year. So again, this tax credit,
this bill will incentivize Americans to
take action now in preparation for future disasters.
Mr. Speaker, I urge passage.
f

HELP THE DREAMERS
(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, last
week, when I was home in my district,
I hosted an event called DREAMers Demand Answers. It was an opportunity
for DREAMers in my community to
come and have a conversation with me
in the wake of the President’s decision
to rescind DACA, to let me know what
questions and concerns they had so
that I could come back here and pass
those concerns along to my colleagues
here in Congress.
Of all the questions, one really stood
out to me: Can you help us? I was especially struck by this question because
the answer is yes. Yes, I can help them;
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and, yes, we in this body can help
them.
By passing the bipartisan Dream Act,
we can help these young people. We
help them stay in their homes. We can
help them keep their jobs. We can help
them keep their families together. This
is not a hard question to answer.
These are young people who grew up
here that are as American as any one
of us in this room, and they aren’t asking for much. Mr. Speaker, I am on the
floor today to ask my colleagues on the
other side: Please help them. Join me
in supporting the bipartisan Dream
Act.
f

b 1215
HIGHLIGHTING EFFECTIVE
FOREST MANAGEMENT
(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, imagine if the entire State of Delaware
burned. That is the scope of what has
burned in Montana this year—1.25 million acres of our beautiful State.
I have been on the ground at five
fires this summer and I have seen firsthand the result of failing to manage
our forests—over 1 million acres have
burned, livelihoods threatened, wildlife
habitats destroyed, and dangerous air
quality in our communities.
I have also seen effective forest management. Last week, I went into the
field with BLM officials to see a forest
they manage. When BLM treated a forest, an approaching fire dropped into
the underbrush and was quickly extinguished. All trees in the treated forest
lived, but trees in the untreated forest
died and it won’t recover in our lifetime.
We need to be proactive and start
managing our forests again. Well-managed forests are healthier forests with
more wildlife, more hunting, more
good-paying jobs for Montanans, and,
importantly, our wildfires are less severe.
On the heels of the catastrophic fires
this summer, now is the time to enact
real reform and start managing our
forests again.
f

PUERTO RICO RELIEF
(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I received a heartfelt letter from a
constituent expressing her frustration
with the dire crisis in Puerto Rico. She
described the panic of not being able to
reach her family on the island. She
said: ‘‘It is becoming an island of chaos
and sadness. I am helpless here in
Chula Vista. I cannot contact my family. We need Congress to send more relief. We Puerto Ricans are American
citizens, whether people remember it
or not.’’
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