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humanitarian crisis in Puerto Rico. As 
I listened to my colleagues this morn-
ing as I was coming to this floor al-
ready on these issues, they pierced my 
heart even more because Puerto Rico is 
under water. The disease is rising. Peo-
ple with medicine are losing it because 
they do not have refrigeration, yet the 
idle talk and idle hands of the adminis-
tration are, in fact, not doing anything 
sufficient enough to save those lives. 

I, too, have people in my district who 
are unhoused, but I am here because we 
are unified, and we must be able to 
speak about the whole of America. I 
have been to Puerto Rico on a number 
of issues. I know the leadership of the 
former Congressperson, and I believe 
that it is high time—if this is water 
that Hurricane Harvey was, imagine 
the disease of being hit by 155 miles per 
hour. It is now time to put a military 
czar in Puerto Rico. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Send the C–130s, 
send the ships, help these people be res-
cued. This is a disgrace. I am talking 
about foolishness. Be a leader and be 
the Commander in Chief and stop all of 
this. 

When are we going to get the kind of 
leader that is deserving of the Amer-
ican people? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I am sick and 
tired of it. I want a President. I do not 
want the person that fools around 
while people are dying. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. * * * 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

REMOVE TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF 
PROFESSIONAL SPORTS LEAGUES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. GAETZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I cannot 
believe what I just heard on this floor. 

Kneeling as a sign of respect? 
I don’t recall my Democratic col-

leagues kneeling when former Presi-
dent Obama would come to address this 
body. They stood as a sign of respect. 
That is what we do in this country, Re-
publicans and Democrats, for our flag, 
for our anthem. 

That is why I joined so many Ameri-
cans in anger and disgust when I saw 
NFL players, multimillionaires, kneel-
ing during the national anthem, and it 
is such an overgeneralized indictment. 
If people have a problem with police 
brutality or the criminal justice sys-
tem, there are venues for discussion, 
even for protest that highlight and iso-
late those issues for an adult in a re-
sponsible discussion. 

When people kneel during our na-
tional anthem, they don’t simply in-
dict the issue with which they take 

some particular grievance. They indict 
our country, our servicemembers, our 
first responders, our Founding Fathers, 
and the principles that made this coun-
try great. 

But, see, this freedom that we enjoy 
also includes the freedom of speech, 
the right of our citizens to express 
themselves even when we find that ex-
pression offensive. It is a fundamental 
constitutional right, yet nowhere in 
the Constitution does it say that hard-
working Americans have to subsidize 
or create special carve-outs and exemp-
tions for conduct that they find unpa-
triotic. 

Unfortunately, today, the Tax Code 
gives special breaks to sports leagues. 
Some swamp creature of yesteryear 
cleverly defined sports leagues as tax- 
exempt trade organizations. 

The public pays 70 percent of the cost 
of NFL stadiums. Tax-exempt sports 
leagues generate $2 billion in revenue, 
yet the Tax Code gives them special 
treatment, gives them a special break 
that small businesses in my district 
don’t get. That is unfair. 

It is outrageous that we take money 
away from hardworking Americans to 
subsidize professional sports at all. The 
return on investment is negative. I 
have heard these arguments in my 
home State of Florida: Oh, these sports 
clubs create jobs and revenue and eco-
nomic activity. 

Look, every economic analysis 
showed that this is a negative return 
on investment, a loser for taxpayers, 
and corporate welfare at its worst. 

The Internal Revenue Code must be 
amended to remove the tax-exempt 
status for professional sports leagues 
permanently. I am glad that the NFL 
voluntarily gave up their status, but 
we should make this change permanent 
and we should make it the law. 

In the coming days and weeks, we 
will be discussing tax relief to lift up 
the middle class. I support whole-scale, 
bold, conservative tax reform; but we 
have an opportunity in this tax bill to 
send an even more profound message: 
In America, if you want to play sports, 
you are free to do so. You are also free 
to protest. You are welcome to do both, 
but you should do it on your own time 
and on your own dime. 

f 

DREAM ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about three issues that are 
very important to my district and the 
Nation. 

First, I want to talk about the immi-
gration policy or the lack of an immi-
gration policy that we have in this 
country; a, in essence, broken immi-
gration system. 

For years I have been saying that we 
need to fix it, and we need to do that in 
a bipartisan way because it is the only 
way we are going to be successful. I 
supported bipartisan efforts in 2013, the 

legislation that came out of the Senate 
by a vote of 68–13. Prior to that, I sup-
ported President Bush’s efforts and, 
more recently, President Obama’s ef-
forts; but, unfortunately, we have not 
been successful through these efforts. 

That is why today I think we need to 
be focusing on at least one segment 
that would have been addressed if, in 
fact, we fix this broken immigration 
system. And that is those DREAMers, 
those young people covered under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program that was initiated by Presi-
dent Obama that is now going to ex-
pire. 

These people came here at the aver-
age age of 6 years. Most of them don’t 
know the country they came from. 
Most of them consider themselves, in 
essence, Americans. They are going to 
school. They are in our military serv-
ice. They are serving in many different 
ways. They have jobs. They are part of 
families in which some are here legally 
and some are not. You are talking 
about breaking up families. 

Yesterday I signed a discharge peti-
tion to bring to the House floor the bi-
partisan, bicameral Dream Act, which 
will permanently protect these 
DREAMers by offering them a path to 
earned citizenship, not amnesty. 

I will continue to do everything in 
my power to bring the Dream Act to 
the House floor for a vote and to work 
then, after that, for comprehensive im-
migration reform, which is what we 
really need to do so that we don’t keep 
up ending back here like a continued 
broken record. 

I want our DREAMers to know that 
many of us in Washington and across 
the Nation stand with them. The over-
whelming majority of Americans be-
lieve that we ought to fix this. And I 
hope, before the end of this year, in a 
bipartisan fashion, we will do just that. 

CONGRATULATING SLOANE STEPHENS WINNING 
U.S. OPEN IN TENNIS 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, about a 
month ago, we had the United States 
tennis championship, and I would be 
remiss if I didn’t congratulate Sloane 
Stephens on her winning the U.S. Open 
in tennis earlier. 

b 1100 

Many of you may not realize, but she 
came from the San Joaquin Valley, 
from the area that I represent in Cali-
fornia, and we are proud of her. She 
did, after all, start playing her tennis 
in Fresno, where she lived until she 
was 10 years old. 

But her win makes many of us in 
America proud, as she showed the 
world a level of hard work, determina-
tion, and grit rarely seen on the tennis 
court. Ms. Stephens had to fight her 
way back to the court after a stress 
fracture and surgery in January that 
took her out of training and com-
pletely off of her feet and off of the ten-
nis court. 

And then she came back—and, wow, 
did she come back—to beat the world’s 
best, including one of her heroines, 
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Venus Williams, to become the Wom-
en’s Singles U.S. Open champion. We 
are so proud of you. 

I also want to thank Ms. Stephens for 
all that she has done in the valley be-
cause she has never forgotten where 
she came from, where her mother 
raised her, contributing to the tennis 
programs at Edison-Bethune Charter 
Academy in Fresno, which introduces 
young children to the sport of tennis, 
and also to help expand tennis pro-
grams at other local elementary and 
middle schools throughout the Fresno 
County Office of Education. A real 
shout-out for Sloane Stephens and the 
incredible accomplishment at this 
year’s United States tennis champion-
ship for the United States Open. Con-
gratulations. 

CELEBRATING CALIFORNIA’S WINE INDUSTRY 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, lastly, I 

would like to turn to something that 
has been important not only in Cali-
fornia, but across the country and 
around the world, and it also puts 
smiles on people’s faces. 

For over 250 years, California has 
been producing the best wine, I think, 
in the world. California is the fourth 
largest producer of wine. This is, in 
large part, due to a lot of hard work, 
innovation, and craftsmanship of the 
State’s 4,700 vintners and almost 6,000 
growers. They make a difference every 
day, and they do it not before its time. 

Roughly 24 million people visit Cali-
fornia’s wine regions each year, mak-
ing our State the most visited State 
for food- and wine-related activities. 
We are, after all, the number one agri-
cultural State in the Nation, not only 
in wine production, but half of the Na-
tion’s fruits and vegetables, number 
one in citrus production, number one 
in milk production, number one in al-
monds and pistachios, and the list goes 
on and on and on. 

So as we near the end of California 
Wine Month this year, I would like to 
take a moment to celebrate our vint-
ners, growers, farm workers—without 
the farm workers, we couldn’t make 
this wine possible—and all those who 
contribute to this industry that pro-
vides healthy food as a part of a 
healthy diet that we all deserve and 
enjoy. 

f 

TERM LIMITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of legislation 
that an overwhelming number of Amer-
icans—75 percent, in fact—not only 
support but demand of this body. The 
issue is term limits. The time is now. 

It has become more and more trans-
parent to Hoosiers back home that this 
city, and even sometimes this building, 
no longer reflects the ideals, the mor-
als, and the values that they share in 
their communities. The people de-
manded representation that truly rep-

resents their interests. They are tired 
of elected officials being seduced by the 
trappings of their office, forgetting the 
reason they were sent to this hallowed 
Chamber. Ultimately, the American 
people have seen that many Members 
vote in consideration of sometimes in-
terests that are divergent from theirs 
back home. 

Since I first entered public life, I 
have been a vocal proponent of term 
limits. I believe that in order for this 
body to truly serve the people back 
home, the hardworking Hoosiers every 
day trying to make ends meet, that 
they need to be responsive to those 
people, they need to listen to those 
people, and, ultimately, they need to 
relate to those people. 

Yet, the American people are not the 
only ones calling for term limits. As we 
all can remember, President Trump 
crisscrossed this great Nation, sharing 
his vision on how he could make Amer-
ica great again. He agreed with the 
chorus of American voices that were 
calling for term limit legislation for 
the United States Congress. I support 
President Trump’s agenda in term lim-
its. 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard the voices 
of Hoosiers back home who desperately 
wish to see this legislation passed, who 
desperately want to see their Rep-
resentatives representing their inter-
ests and their values. That is why, as 
one of my first actions as a Member of 
this body, I wrote legislation that 
would sponsor a constitutional amend-
ment levying term limits on Members 
of Congress. 

Additionally, I have cosponsored 
every piece of term limits legislation 
that reflects actual term limits that is 
available in this body. 

Furthermore, I so strongly believe in 
this issue that I went door to door dur-
ing the course of my campaign handing 
out term limits pledges that I would 
sign personally at the over 15,000 doors 
that I have knocked on during the 
course of my elected official office. I 
have continued to sign those term lim-
its, talking to each one about how we 
can ensure that their interests and 
their values are fully represented here. 

Now, the positions that we hold here 
in this Chamber are not bequeathed to 
us by status, by lineage, or by heritage, 
but, rather, the positions we hold— 
every single one of us—are based on the 
ideas that we presented to the Amer-
ican public and based on the values 
that the American public said they 
wanted represented. 

I want to make sure that we continue 
year in and year out to be responsive 
to those ideas and to be responsive to 
those values. Too frequently, I hear in 
my district that they feel like Wash-
ington, D.C., has values that are incon-
sistent with theirs. That the toxic en-
vironment they sometimes believe that 
exists in Washington, D.C., hasn’t got-
ten them the results that they have de-
manded election after election. 

Now, I am an old business guy, a 
manufacturing guy by trade, so I al-

ways think about how the process of 
creating policy could be better, not 
just fixing the policies at the end of the 
line, because no one would run a manu-
facturing business where you have a 
process and then you just fix the widg-
ets at the end of the line. But, instead, 
they would focus on how we manufac-
ture policy in a better way. 

The American people and Hoosiers 
back home have said how they think 
we could manufacture policy in a bet-
ter way. They have said that they want 
to see terms limits legislation passed 
so that the manufacturers of policy 
will reflect their values, will reflect 
their concerns, and will reflect what 
they live, breathe, and feel every single 
day. 

What I hear, when I go back home 
and travel my district every single 
weekend, is that Washington, D.C., has 
become flooded with self-interests— 
self-interests that drive the boat for-
ward instead of American interests 
propelling us forward into better and 
better policy. 

I think the quickest way to correct 
that failure here in D.C. is to consider 
and pass term limits. When 74 percent 
of Americans agree—that is not 74 per-
cent of one side of the aisle or 74 per-
cent of the other side of the aisle, but 
that is 74 percent of Americans agree 
on something—then I think in a de-
mocracy that something should get 
done. 

The Framers of our Constitution did 
not intend for Members of this body to 
remain seated for 20, 30, 40, or even 50 
years, but rather they fundamentally 
believe that government should be de-
signed, one of the people and for the 
people, to experience regular turnover. 
Ultimately, the greatness of this coun-
try has always rooted in the American 
people themselves, and I want to get 
more of those American people up here 
serving in elected office. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOST) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend William Lynn Nash, Glad 
Tidings Pentecostal Church, Mangham, 
Louisiana, offered the following pray-
er: 

Our eternal God, may divine direc-
tion be upon the Members of the peo-
ple’s House. 

The psalmist pleaded for Thy saving 
health among the nations. May the 
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