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older Americans will be faced with pay-
ing higher premiums under the bill’s 
age tax. 

We cannot let this bill become law. 
We cannot allow patients, families, 
seniors, and those who have diabetes 
and chronic illnesses like asthma, 
COPD, or obesity to be left to fend for 
themselves. That is not the America 
that we know. That is not the values 
that we share. 

We don’t believe that healthcare is a 
commodity only for those that can af-
ford it. Those who can’t afford 
healthcare will have to fend for them-
selves, simply because they can’t afford 
it. We believe that we all have a re-
sponsibility for health as a common 
good, with a social responsibility to 
make sure that our neighbors and our 
communities are well, that our neigh-
bors’ kids are free from infections that 
can spread to other kids. That is why 
we have strong vaccination programs. 

Health is, fundamentally, a human 
right. The rest of the world sees it that 
way, so why not America, the leaders 
of our globe. We must and we can do 
better. 

To my Republican colleagues, I know 
that passing a bill is important politi-
cally because you campaigned on this 
for the past 8 years. I understand that 
you have a lot of pressures from do-
nors. Just think about patients. Do the 
right thing. Put politics aside. 

Let’s heed the words of Senator 
MCCAIN. Let’s come back to regular 
order. Let’s figure out what we can do 
together to fix and improve on the Af-
fordable Care Act to bring down pre-
miums and bring down the cost of 
healthcare and medicines and make 
sure that we expand coverage to more 
people and not take away coverage for 
millions of people. 

Let’s put people above partisanship. 
Let’s put solutions above ideology. 
Let’s do the right thing. Let’s come to-
gether and help pragmatically improve 
healthcare for millions of Americans. 

f 

CONGRATULATING WAYNE 
MARSHFIELD ON HIS RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. FASO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize the commitment and dedi-
cation of Wayne Marshfield, who just 
recently retired after 50 years of hard 
work with the Delaware County Elec-
tric Cooperative. 

Over the course of his career, Wayne 
has supported the Cooperative’s central 
mission of providing reliable and af-
fordable energy services to families 
throughout its entire service area. 
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Wayne’s leadership and penchant for 
innovation have significantly enhanced 
the Cooperative’s operations in our up-
state communities. For example, 
Wayne developed the service location 
system, which greatly improved his 
company’s service mapping, allowing 

us to greater respond to emergencies 
and needs of the community. In addi-
tion, he implemented the smart meter 
to modernize the area’s outage alerts. 

We thank Wayne Marshfield for his 
indispensable 50 years of service at the 
Delaware County Electric Cooperative, 
and also his 20 years-plus service as 
Hamden’s town supervisor. Wayne has 
always gone above and beyond to en-
sure affordable and reliable power to 
our local homes and businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute Wayne 
Marshfield. 

NORTHERN COLUMBIA LIONS CLUB 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Northern Columbia 
Lions Club, which will soon celebrate 
its 70th anniversary on September 30 of 
this year. 

Based in Valatie, New York, this 
Lions Club International post has a 
long history of extending a helping 
hand to neighbors in need. Its members 
practice charitable leadership, living 
out the Lions Club motto: ‘‘Where 
there’s a need, there’s a Lion.’’ 

This year alone, the Northern Colum-
bia Lions Club has hosted vision 
screening tests for preschoolers, held a 
successful eyeglass drive for people in 
underdeveloped countries, refurbished 
benches in Chatham’s Callan Memorial 
Park, and awarded scholarships to 
local college-bound students. 

I thank our past and present mem-
bers of the Northern Columbia Lions 
Club for their 70 years of dedication to 
a better Columbia County and a better 
world. 
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KNEELING IN RECOGNITION OF 
THE GLORY OF OUR NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
last evening, I took to kneeling on this 
floor in recognition, first of all, of the 
glory of this Nation, the pride that I 
have in representing the Nation in far-
away places as a Member of Congress, 
and visiting heads of states, and vis-
iting with the people of other countries 
who have such an admiration for the 
purity of our freedom. 

I also take great pride in Texas being 
a State that is home to any number of 
military bases and reservists and Ac-
tive Duty and veterans. We interact all 
the time. Our military liaison in my of-
fice is a veteran of the Iraq and Afghan 
wars. 

There is no lacking in sense of pride, 
and not one of us remembers missing 
the national anthem and the Pledge of 
Allegiance as children growing up in 
our daily activities as we went to 
school. But I also have come to under-
stand what those symbols mean. They 
are not just cloth or music. They, in 
fact, represent ideals and values, and 
many people interpret them in dif-
ferent ways. 

I abhor spitting or burning or de-
stroying of the flag. I have not done 

any of those. Colin Kaepernick’s kneel-
ing in the early months past was no 
disrespect of his love of this country, 
but a recognition that people were 
hurting and people were losing their 
lives, and we needed to reform systems 
of justice to be able to respond to the 
grieving mothers who lost children, in 
many instances—I would say all the in-
stances—that we can recall of the re-
cent 2 years, unnecessarily. 

It did not mean that we did not have, 
again, the greatest respect for our men 
and women in blue. I will take no back-
seat to my honoring them, fighting for 
them, working alongside them during 
Hurricane Harvey, thanking them for 
the first responders and enormous 
work they did, working alongside them 
as we rescued a group of individuals in 
a church who have fled for their lives 
during Hurricane Harvey. 

We must understand each other as 
people, and it is unfortunate that the 
Commander in Chief has taken to a dis-
traction that wants to peel away our 
unity and report in the news: They like 
it, don’t they? He is really, working for 
his base. 

I don’t know anything about a base. 
I know about Americans. I see them all 
the time, and they don’t look like me. 
They disagree with me. They have dif-
ferent opinions. I still respect that 
opinion, but I do believe that we can 
all come together. 

That knee was in respect of Colin and 
the young men who have now success-
fully taken to their knees, and the 
owners. Yes, I know that what they 
have done does not feed people; does 
not work on your retirement; does not 
get us something better than the Gra-
ham-Cassidy bill, which will destroy 
and undermine healthcare for millions 
of Americans, those with preexisting 
diseases, those who suffer from the 
lack of income, and those who need 
good healthcare—the very promise that 
was made by the President and all of us 
as Members of Congress that there 
should be some structure. 

There is no structure in the Graham- 
Cassidy bill. All it does is throw it over 
to the State and say: If you don’t have 
the money, forget about it. Don’t 
worry about them. Take the money 
and give tax cuts to the rich. 

That is not the American way. 
I rise today to say that I remain on 

bended knee in spirit with all of those 
young men. I look forward to working 
with the NFL and all the sports as we 
explain that these young men are vital 
parts of the community. Thank you to 
J.J. Watt and the Texans and all of 
those who have contributed. 

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN PUERTO RICO 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 

now, what is the most important mes-
sage? 

My people are suffering—and my con-
stituents—still in Texas. They are suf-
fering in Florida. They are suffering 
now extraordinarily in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands and Puerto Rico. 

Your eyes should burn and your 
hearts should be struck by the absolute 
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