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The airlines get a $10 billion windfall.
And guess what. Your elected Rep-
resentative will have nothing to say
about it. The people on the Ways and
Means Committee, the Republicans
here, have decided that the airlines
will have a vote on the new user fee.
Yes, they will. They have a designated
seat on the board of the new private
corporation, so they will vote on the
user fee. Your elected Representative
does not have a vote, does not have re-
view capability. It is entirely removed
from the jurisdiction of the United
States Congress. This is absolutely
outrageous.

I mean, a campaign based on lies. We
have a report from the Government Ac-
countability Office saying, in fact, if
we privatize, it will delay things in
terms of implementing the new system
and make it more expensive.

I happen to have the draft report. It
was censored by political people in the
Bush administration. So the final re-
port just kind of waters down those
conclusions. But they are still in there,
and I am happy to make the draft re-
port available to anybody who wants to
know honestly what is going on around
here. This place is not straight up.

REAUTHORIZE THE MATERNAL,
INFANT, AND EARLY CHILDHOOD
HOME VISITING PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
reauthorizing the Maternal, Infant, and
Early Childhood Home Visiting Pro-
gram, known as MIECHV, which the
House is expected to consider later
today.

Proudly, the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania was one of the earliest adopt-
ers of evidence-based State policies and
has utilized MIECHV to aid more than
4,000 families statewide. MIECHV-sup-
ported home visiting programs are
widely embraced on both sides of the
aisle. The programs have a proven
record of success, and they support the
Nation’s most vulnerable families dur-
ing a critical and crucial time in their
children’s development.

Parents truly are the children’s first
teachers, and the results speak for
themselves. MIECHV helps improve
maternal and newborn health. It re-
duces child injuries, abuse, and neglect.
It improves school readiness and
achievement. It reduces crime and do-
mestic violence. It improves family
economic self-sufficiency.

Mr. Speaker, during the home vis-
iting process, nurses, social workers,
educators, and other trained profes-
sionals form relationships with the ex-
pectant parents and visit with them
until their child has completed his or
her first year of school. This model of
care empowers parents to make
healthy decisions that positively im-
pact their child’s health, well-being,
and learning development.
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In Pennsylvania, MIECHV’s funds
support four evidence-based home vis-
iting models. These include Early Head
Start, Healthy Families America,
Nurse-Family Partnership, and Parents
as Teachers. MIECHV funding plays a
critical role in helping increase the
availability of these services to more
and more families across the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania.

Scientific research has supported
claims that these services positively
impact health, education, and employ-
ment outcomes for children while re-
ducing criminal justice costs, instances
of child abuse, and independence on
public assistance.

These services can also play a key
role in helping to support infants and
mothers struggling with addiction.
Pennsylvania has a long history of evi-
dence-based home visiting programs
because they are a proven way to
strengthen families and improve the
lives of children.

For these reasons, I look forward to
supporting H.R. 2824, the Increasing
Opportunity and Success for Children
and Parents through Evidence-Based
Home Visiting Act, when it comes to
the House floor this afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
do the same.

——
ADMINISTRATION NEEDS TO
FOCUS ON COUNTRY'S REAL
ISSUES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, our Nation
has a lot of issues on its plate. We have
to stabilize healthcare. We need an in-
frastructure plan that creates millions
of good-paying jobs. We need to deal
with the hurricanes and the aftermath
not just in Texas and Florida, but also
in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.
We have a huge problem with North
Korea and nuclear weapons, and that is
just for starters.

So what did President Trump spend
his weekend doing? Fixing healthcare
for tens of millions of people?

No.

Lobbying for a robust job-creating
infrastructure plan?

No.

Sending aid to Puerto Rico?

Not that either.

De-escalate the situation in North
Korea?

Well, actually, quite the opposite.
No. President Trump spent his week-
end doing one of his favorite things: at-
tacking Americans and various groups
on his favorite medium: Twitter.

His most recent attack: NFL players
who use their constitutional right to
freedom of speech to protest.

But they are not the only ones and
the only group being attacked. Back in
July, The New York Times found that
President Trump was on track to in-
sult 650 people, places, and things on
Twitter by the end of his first term.
Well, 2 months later, he is certainly
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still at it. Instead of attacking our Na-
tion’s problems, he is attacking us.

Let’s take a quick look at some of
the people and groups he has attacked
both as a candidate and President. On
this board we have just a handful of the
people, places, and things President
Trump has insulted, and if we were
going to list them all, we would prob-
ably have to have dozens of poster
boards.

Here is a sampling: JOHN MCCAIN and
JEFF FLAKE; Barack Obama; Hillary
Clinton, even though the election hap-
pened a year ago; the media from The
“failing”” New York Times and the
Amazon Washington Post to individual
reporters like Katy Tur and Mika
Brzezinski; ObamaCare; Hamilton, the
Broadway musical; Jeff Sessions, his
own Attorney General; the Emmys;
Nordstrom; the Russian investigation;
Rosie O’Donnell; the Paris climate
agreement; Meryl Streep; Mexicans;
protesters; fake mnews; John Oliver;
Mark Cuban; Snoop Dogg; and this
weekend, the NFL and its players.

The list goes on and on. Well, it is ac-
tually easier to name the people and
things that President Trump has not
attacked than all of the ones that he
has. So I came up with a very small list
of people or groups that he has not at-
tacked after several extensive Google
searches.

First, I don’t think the President has
attacked the barbershop quartet sing-
ing organization: the Society for the
Preservation and Encouragement of
Barber Shop Quartet Singing, also
known as SPEBSQSA. To the best of
my knowledge, he has never attacked
them, so maybe he is a fan of barber-
shop crooners.

Although it is fairly recent, pumpkin
spice lattes. I know they just came out.
It is a sign of fall, but so far there is no
Twitter traffic from Trump attacking
these tasty treats.

Finally, these very fine people Presi-
dent Trump hasn’t attacked nearly
enough: the Klan, neo-Nazis, and other
White supremacists.

Instead of being the attacker in
chief, President Trump is supposed to
unify the Nation, but all he does is di-
vide us. His job is to work for the
American people, to deliver on the
promises and actually help Americans.

Here are the issues we need help
with: stabilize the Affordable Care Act
to ensure tens of millions of people
keep their coverage, and don’t just sab-
otage the marketplace.

We need good-paying jobs and better
wages for the American people. We
need a job and infrastructure plan like
the President promised, but we have
yet to see.

We need trade agreements that work
for American workers. Again, another
promise we have had with no tangible
results.

And we need aid for Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands after last week’s
devastating hurricanes, much of what
has yet to materialize.

Mr. President, while you are so busy
tweeting about the NFL, you attack a
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Black man for nonviolence more se-
verely than White supremacists for vio-
lence.

Look, taking a knee may have start-
ed as a protest about racial inequality,
about behavior by some in law enforce-
ment discriminating against others in
this country, but unarmed people of
color are being killed simply for the
color of their skin.

I think today taking a knee is be-
coming a broader sign of patriotism
and respect for our country, for a coun-
try that can be even greater for every
one of its citizens. It respects the lives
lost for those in this country to fight
for its ideals, which include nonviolent
protests. It is a sign of love of country,
a country with a promise that has to be
for everyone regardless of the color of
their skin.

I join so many now in the NFL and
elsewhere in taking a knee for the
America that we all aspire it to be.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President and to direct their remarks
to the Chair.

——
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APPLAUDING PRESIDENT TRUMP
FOR HIS COMMENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to applaud Presi-
dent Trump for his comments last
week which criticized the few NFL
players who have chosen to kneel in
protest during our national anthem.
The President is right to publicly ob-
ject to this disrespect to our flag and
Nation. While we can disagree on poli-
tics and policies, we should not deni-
grate our flag and our national an-
them.

I must mention that most NFL play-
ers stood in respect for the flag. It is
just a few who didn’t, who gave them a
bad name and the sport a bad name.

In response to President Trump’s
criticism, NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell called the President’s remarks
divisive. I would respond to Mr. Good-
ell that it is you and your players who
disrespect our flag and our national an-
them who are being divisive. The Presi-
dent defending our flag is not divisive.

My father and thousands of other
Americans fought under our flag in the
jungles of Vietnam. Young men and
women have died recently in service to
our flag in Iraq and Afghanistan. In my
house, we honored our flag not only be-
cause of my father’s service, but be-
cause of the deep sense of patriotism
my parents instilled in me.

My mother, Lala Suarez Mooney, was
born and raised in Fidel Castro’s Cuba,
where she and other members of her
family were thrown into jail for oppos-
ing Castro’s Communist regime. When
she was 20, my mother escaped Cuba
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and fled to America with barely a
penny to her name. My mom and mil-
lions of other immigrants leave the
flags of these other countries—brutal
dictatorships, Communist regimes, and
other oppressive regimes—to come to
America to live under our flag.

All Americans, whether you came as
an immigrant or you were born here,
you stay to live under this flag. If you
don’t like it, you don’t have to stay.
You can go. No one is making you stay.
We love this flag.

Listening to my parents’ inspiring
stories, I knew from a young age that
I absolutely believed in the American
ideals of liberty as set forth by our
Founding Fathers. It is with this same
sense of honor and patriotism that I
support President Trump in calling for
all NFL players to honor our flag and
remember what has made our country
great.

For a few hours many Sundays, I usu-
ally enjoy time with our son watching
our favorite football teams battle on
the gridiron. We root for different
teams. As a nation, we forget about our
political and other differences and
come together to enjoy the sport of
football. By these few players wrongly
deciding to turn the game into a polit-
ical statement, we lose that moment of
national unity and respect for our
country.

Sports have always been a unifying
factor and a chance for the Nation to
come together. NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell, owners, coaches, and a
few players are showing a lack of re-
spect for our Nation and her military
who gives them the freedom to play
football. As the men and women of our
armed services face challenges at home
or abroad, we should put our dif-
ferences aside and unite around our
flag as a beacon of hope and under-
standing. I certainly respect anyone’s
right to protest peacefully and the
right of an NFL team owner to dis-
cipline disorderly conduct or rude be-
havior.

Sadly, three NFL teams did not even
leave the locker room to hear the play-
ing of our national anthem. Just one
person on those three teams, Pitts-
burgh Steeler Alejandro Villanueva,
came out of the tunnel of the locker
room. You can see other people stand-
ing back there in the tunnel. He came
out of the tunnel of the locker room to
honor our country.

Villanueva is a West Point graduate,
former Army Ranger, and Bronze Star
recipient. He knows the value of our
flag. Sadly, instead of receiving the
praise he deserved, many in the media
attacked him. Even his coach, Mike
Tomlin, said that when Alejandro
Villanueva came out of that tunnel, he
was ‘‘not respectful of our football
team.”

Not respectful of the team? Really,
Coach? How about respect for the flag?
How about our country which soldiers
die for and the flag that allows you to
play that football game? Unbelievable.

I hope all the young people out there
look at Alejandro Villanueva as a bea-

H7491

con of honor and duty to his country
above himself.

Professional athletes in this Nation,
whether they like it or not, are an ex-
ample for our young people. They
should stop injecting anti-American
politics into sports.

I applaud, again, President Trump for
standing up for our flag and our na-
tional anthem. All NFL athletes should
stand together and do the same.

——
PRIORITIZING PUERTO RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tllinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. No, Mr. President,
Puerto Rico is not doing well. We don’t
need to be reminded of the debt. We
should remind ourselves of our respon-
sibility to the 3.4 million people of the
island nation of Puerto Rico. They are
suffering greatly. Mr. Speaker, the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico need our immediate
and sustained help.

We all know that flooding, destruc-
tion, and complete elimination of the
power grid for the whole island are
among the consequences of Hurricane
Maria, but this is no ordinary hurri-
cane, and it hit at no ordinary time.
Mr. Speaker, we need all hands on deck
to make sure rescuing Puerto Rico be-
comes our number one priority.

Immediate needs must be met—fresh
water, food, medicine, shelter, and
fuel—but we need sustained investment
and cooperation with the island’s gov-
ernment and its people to make Puerto
Rico livable again. Like a lot of Ameri-
cans, I have watched with increasing
horror and panic as the Governor of
Puerto Rico, the mayor of San Juan,
and ordinary Puerto Ricans have plead-
ed for more help.

The work of first responders and our
military has been heroic, but the island
needs more. One-third of the doctors—
over 5,000—have left the island of Puer-
to Rico in the last 10 years. Hospitals
have no doctors in some cases. Nurses,
fuel, and medicine are running out at
the hospitals that remain open. This is
a public health crisis and should be de-
clared a health emergency by the Fed-
eral Government.

Puerto Rico has been in an economic
crisis for years. Five thousand people
flee Puerto Rico every month—before
two hurricanes hit—leaving behind
many old, many young, the very poor,
the very sick, and the very vulnerable.
There is no food in supermarkets.

We need an airlift. We need an effort
the scale of Dunkirk. We know the U.S.
is capable. We can invade foreign coun-
tries with hundreds of thousands of
troops, flawless communications, food,
and security. We need the same effort
now. We need the Federal Government
to go all in to rescue Puerto Rico from
a humanitarian crisis which is devel-
oping.

Welcome other nations if they want
to help, Mr. President, like Cuba, that
has offered doctors and other emer-
gency assistance. But what I fear is
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