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ministry of Reverend Imre Bertalan. Just as
importantly, we remembered a loving family
man and friend.
We offer Imre’s beautiful and artistic wife of
almost 37 years, Magdalene ‘‘Baba’’ J. Ujvagi,
Imre’s children, Sara Davis, Magda Bertalan,
Juli Bertalan, Margit Bertalan, and Imre
Bertalan, his five grandchildren, his sisters Lillian Bertalan and M. Sarah Bertalan, his family
and friends our prayers and hope. May they
find comfort in the wonderful gift of Imre’s life,
their memories of their husband, father, brother, uncle, grandfather, friend, his imprimatur
on his church and neighborhood. All that he
did contributed to humanity’s greater good and
the glory of God.
Hungarian in his soul, a patriotic American,
faithful Vicar of Christ, Imre Bertalan’s life was
writ large. His life will long echo in his family
and friends, his congregations and those he
served so well. I know he was welcomed
home with ‘‘well done, my good and faithful
servant.’’
f
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to honor the continuous dedication
and hard work of Ms. Patricia McDermott. Ms.
McDermott is an invaluable member of our
community and longtime dedicated employee
of the Philadelphia Municipal Court.
Ms. McDermott, a trailblazer in the Philadelphia Municipal Courts, was the first woman to
be appointed to Deputy Court Administrator of
the Civil Division in 1996. However, her path
to arrive at this point was not easy. As a single mother, Ms. McDermott struggled early in
her career to find her footing within the court.
Nevertheless, she worked her way up the system diligently, starting in the Private Criminal
Complaint Unit, then moving to the First Filing
Unit in the clerical division, then to Assistant
Supervisor, then to Supervisor until she was
appointed to her current position.
Ms. McDermott has shown exemplary devotion and dedication throughout her 43-yearlong career. She has done much good for the
City throughout her tenure, including her several renovation projects such as the combination of units work space at 34 S. 11th Street
2002 and the successful relocation of Municipal Court’s Civil Division to The Widener
Building in June 2012. Ms. McDermott was
also responsible for the implementation of a
nationally recognized electronic case management system known as C.L.A.I.M.S.
Ms. McDermott’s work is certainly admirable
and notable. A devoted wife and mother of
four children, she will always consider the
Philadelphia Municipal Court to be her second
family. Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Ms. Patricia McDermott for the wonderful
work she has done and continues to do for the
Philadelphia Municipal Courts.
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the passing of Mr. Joe Curry. Mr. Curry
passed peacefully at his home in Lancaster
County recently at the age of 84. He is survived by his two sons and three daughters.
Mr. Curry was a well-respected figure in the
community. Born in the Depression, Mr. Curry
experienced many things in life. He served as
a Marine during the Korean War, started and
ran a thriving crab steaming business, and
later Curry Pottery, to which many in the community including myself, would stop by to say
hello and seek his counsel on local issues.
Mr. Curry was known as a great community
leader, whether it was serving on the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, the Bay
Aging Board or the Lancaster County Economic Development Authority. However, Mr.
Curry’s figure as a community leader went
well beyond the various Boards and Commissions he served on. His true passion was
helping the needy, and one of his favorite
charities was the Boys and Girls Club. Mr.
Curry was recognized for his charitable work
in the Commonwealth, receiving numerous
awards from the American Red Cross, American Heart Association, Kiwanis Club, and Rotary International. With that said, Joe Curry will
be remembered most for his gracious heart
and tireless work towards racial reconciliation.
I am grateful to have known Mr. Curry and
thankful for his words of wisdom and support
over the years. Mr. Curry will be dearly missed
by his family and friends. Virginia and the Nation sends its greatest gratitude for his service
in the U.S. Marine Corps and in his community.
f
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with my colleague Representative
MARK DESAULNIER, rise today to honor
Eduardo Diokno upon his retirement after 12
years of service with Contra Costa County.
Mr. Diokno currently serves as Deputy Chief
of Staff to Supervisor Federal Glover and has
been a thoughtful policymaker and committed
voice for Filipino Americans in the County.
Mr. Diokno is a lifelong East County resident with a passion for serving our community.
He served our country in the U.S. Army as a
2nd Lieutenant and later joined the Army Reserves. Mr. Diokno then worked as a journalist
for 28 years with the Philippine News, Oakland Tribune, and Contra Costa Times where
he reported on politics and policy-making.
Upon joining the County, Mr. Diokno served
as a Senior Field Representative and then a
Policy Analyst before stepping into his current
position with Supervisor Glover. In his various
roles, Mr. Diokno facilitated the County’s first
recognition of the contributions of Filipino
Americans, developed small business initia-
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tives, and worked with committees and advisory bodies developing health policy at the
county level. He also served as the principal
liaison to Bay Point, the County’s largest unincorporated community.
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Diokno has served our
country and our county and his legacy sets a
high standard to which other public servants
should aspire. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor him here today and extend
our best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
f
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OF COLORADO
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud John Ellis for
receiving the 2017 Jefferson County Hall of
Fame Award from the West Chamber.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
John Ellis has shown a lifelong dedication to
the Jefferson County community. His extensive involvement includes serving on many
nonprofit boards such as the Evergreen Christian Outreach, Blue Spruce Kiwanis, Evergreen Audubon, and Jeffco Outdoor Lab
Foundation just to name a few. For the past
eleven years John has served as an elected
official with the Evergreen Metropolitan District
and for almost four years has served on the
Evergreen Parks and Recreation District
board. In addition to these endeavors, John is
an avid fisherman and has been teaching fly
fishing for the past 27 years and is involved
with Evergreen Trout Unlimited preserving
cold-eater fisheries.
John Ellis’ history of volunteerism and support of the community and its businesses
spans decades. He currently holds the position of Community Relations Manager for Evergreen National Bank.
I extend my deepest congratulations to John
Ellis for this well-deserved recognition by the
West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today we
honor Wayne County resident, Private First
Class Freelon F. Kelly, decorated combat veteran, farmer, friend, and fallen hero.
Born on the 2nd of May, 1912, PFC Kelly
trained as an infantryman and shipped to the
European Theater of Operations in 1940
where his 26th Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division led America’s first-ever combat
amphibious assault in North Africa. His division, nicknamed the ‘‘Big Red One’’ for the
red Arabic numeral 1 on their shoulder sleeve
insignia, fought the enemy at Tunisia’s Kasserine Pass, the Amphibious Battle of Gela,
Sicily, the Normandy invasion, the battle of
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Aachen, Germany, and the Battle of the Bulge
in Belgium’s Ardennes province.
The Big Red One held the critical shoulder
of the Bulge at Büllingen—a small, rural town
of 2,000 residents—facing insurmountable
odds, rallying to their motto: ‘‘No Mission Too
Difficult. No Sacrifice Too Great.’’ PFC Kelly
was Killed In Action on a snowy, bitterly cold
day, December 21st, 1944, and for his sacrifice was awarded a Bronze Star and two
Purple Hearts. His name is inscribed on the
1st Infantry Division obelisk in Büllingen, commemorating the 458 Big Red One soldiers
who died there while ‘‘fighting for the liberty of
the world.’’
He was brought home to his final resting
place in the Gallaher Cemetery on Glenrock
Rd less than a mile from his family’s farmland
through which the Factory Creek flows. Many
family memories were made with his nine siblings, on this land, in this creek, and throughout his 32 years.
We dedicate the Factory Creek Bridge to
the memory of PFC Freelon F. Kelly, WWII
hero, who not only ensured the lives lost in
combat were not lost in vain, but also embodied the legacy of service and sacrifice of
The Greatest Generation.
f
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Lynn Johnson
for receiving the West Chamber’s 2017 Jefferson County Hall of Fame Award.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy. Known for her
dedication in helping children, families, and
those who need it most, Lynn has faithfully
served Jefferson County and greater Colorado
for over twenty years. Lynn began her career
as a probation and parole officer with the
United States Courts where she was responsible for supervising offenders with mental
health problems and those convicted of sex
offenses. Later she acted as a policy advisor
for Governor Bill Owens before assuming the
position of Chief of Staff to the Lieutenant
Governor Jane Norton in 2003. Following this
position, Lynn managed her own consulting
firm which specialized in issues regarding
mental health, high risk youth, developmental
disabilities, child welfare and early childhood
education. In that role, Lynn helped develop
programs related to juvenile justice, prioritizing
children and familial wellbeing.
During her career, Lynn was appointed to
various task forces by three different Colorado
Governors including Welfare Reform, Youth
Leadership Commission, and most recently,
Colorado’s Human Trafficking Council. Lynn
currently serves as the Executive Director of
Jefferson County Human Services which includes Divisions of Head Start, Career and
Family Services, Community Assistance,
Workforce and Youth and Families (Child Welfare). Earlier this year, she was nominated by
President Trump to be the Assistant Secretary
for the Administration for Children and Fami-
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lies acknowledging the impact of Lynn’s tireless service and instrumental contributions to
Colorado’s community as well as her potential
to influence national policy.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Lynn
Johnson for this well-deserved recognition by
the West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f

HONORING MR. FRANK MONTEIRO

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY
OF CONNECTICUT
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Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Frank Monteiro, the Chief
Operating Officer of MacDermid Performance
Solutions and a true leader in the Waterbury,
Connecticut community. Today, the Waterbury
Regional Chamber is honoring Frank with the
2017 Malcolm Baldrige Community Award for
his success at MacDermid and his commitment to the City of Waterbury.
A Waterbury native, Frank has been with
MacDermid for nearly two decades. During
Frank’s time with MacDermid, he has helped
guide the company through substantial transitions for the business and the local economy.
Frank has been a champion for expanding the
company’s presence in Waterbury, working to
protect 200 jobs at the research and development center and encouraging the company to
expand its workforce in our town. He has
served as COO of Performance Solutions
since 2015.
In addition to his leadership in local business, Frank has dedicated his time and expertise to support important causes in his community. He works with the Waterbury Regional
Chamber’s professional development program
and is an active supporter of Multiple Sclerosis
research
and
the
Greater
Waterbury
Campership Fund. Frank also serves on the
boards of a number of local groups including
the Waterbury Sportsmen’s Club, the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra, the Naugatuck Valley Community College, and the United Way
of Greater Waterbury.
Mr. Speaker, Frank Monteiro has been an
instrumental leader in our Waterbury community, both as a leader of MacDermid Performance Solutions and a champion for our local
economy. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor him here today and congratulate him on this well-deserved award.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF VIRGINIA’S
10TH DISTRICT 2017 ANGELS IN
ADOPTION AWARDEE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize the generosity of a family
in Virginia’s 10th Congressional District, Colleen and Richard Davis. The Davis’ have provided a loving home to two beautiful twin
boys, and, this year, I am pleased to congratulate them on being the Tenth District Angels in
Adoption Awardee.
Colleen and Richard had three biological
children of their own, as well as one special
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needs adopted child, raising them in a warm
and loving home in Winchester, Virginia. During Colleen’s service to the New Eve Maternity
Home, a home for expectant women in crisis
pregnancy in Winchester, she met a young
mother and her twin newborn boys. Upon seeing the traumatic situation, when the young
mothers’ drug abuse and other mental health
problems caused Child Protective Services to
plan on placing the newborns in a temporary
foster arrangement, Colleen and Richard offered to take the twins into their home and
care for them until the young woman was able
to provide a stable upbringing.
What was expected to be a few weeks of
care was extended to months, and now about
two years. While the last two years have surely been filled with joyous moments, it has not
always been easy. Colleen and Richard have
seen the young mother through many hardships and crises, always encouraging her to
maintain a close relationship with her sons,
even though it means frequent transporting of
the twin boys to the mother’s new home in another city. By opening their home and their
hearts, Colleen and Richard have demonstrated the most sincere form of love possible.
I am grateful to Colleen and Richard for
helping the mothers and children who live at
the New Eve Maternity Home and for the incredible generosity and sensitivity they have
displayed in caring for the twins as though
they were their own, as well as their willingness to return them to their natural mother, if
she becomes able to care for them. Mr.
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Colleen and Richard’s tireless
dedication to foster care, making these parents not only stand out in Virginia’s Tenth
Congressional District, but earning our recognition as deserving of the 2017 Angels in
Adoption award.
f

MIKE MOORE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Mike Moore
for receiving the West Chamber’s 2017 Jefferson County Hall of Fame Award.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
As a Colorado native, Mike has faithfully
served the Jefferson County community his
entire life. After serving in the Peace Corps,
Mike returned to Denver in 1966 to become
the Executive Director of Denver Opportunity
at the War on Poverty Community Action
Agency. Mike later co-founded the Jefferson
County Open Living School in Evergreen open
to anyone within the county who wished to attend. Turning his attention to the environment,
in 1972 Mike was a founding member of Plan
Jeffco, which advocated for the creation of the
Jefferson County Open Space (JCOS) program. The following year Mike was appointed
a founding member of the Jefferson County
Open Space Advisory Committee overseeing
the JCOS program, which has since helped
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