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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Nos.
530 (motion to suspend the rules and pass, as
amended H.R. 3823), and 531 (motion to suspend the rules and pass, as amended H.R.
2061), I did not cast my vote. Had I been
present, I would have voted Yea on both
these votes.
f

RECOGNIZING THE PASSING
COLONEL
JAMES
BROWN
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA

OF
OF

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with the sad news that Colonel Jim Brown, a
resident of Fredericksburg, Virginia passed
away on August 30, 2017. Col. Brown graduated from Annandale High School in 1956
and went on to graduate from Virginia Tech
with a degree in Electrical Engineering in
1960. Col. Brown served 30 years in the Army
Reserves, retiring in 1991.
Col. Brown dedicated his career to public
service, spending much of his career working
with electric power systems ensuring power
supply adequacy and reliability, in addition to
restoring systems after storms and earthquakes. Jim served as the Department of Virginia President of the Reserve Officers Association, Region IV Commander as well as Department of Virginia Commander of the Military
Order of the World Wars. I have had the
pleasure of working with Jim on the Fredericksburg Veterans Council for the past 8
years. Jim is survived by his wife, June; children, James and Julie; and three grandchildren, Joshua, Victoria, and Michael.
Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me and
countless others as we recognize the many
contributions of Colonel Jim Brown.
f

PJM 90TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the hard
work and dedication of all employees, past
and present, at PJM Interconnection, which is
celebrating its 90th anniversary.
The work of PJM employees is critical to ensuring homes and businesses—more than 65
million people in total in all or portions of 13
states and the District of Columbia—have a

reliable and efficient source of power. In fact,
PJM oversees the largest power grid in North
America, employing more than 600 people at
their headquarters in my district near Valley
Forge, Pennsylvania.
PJM was founded in 1927 when three utilities determined they could provide power
more efficiently by interconnecting to share
their generating resources and created the
world’s first continuous power pool. Over the
past 90 years, PJM has grown to include more
than one thousand members representing
transmission owners, generation owners, consumers, and residential and commercial customers. PJM earned the distinction of being
the country’s first fully-functioning independent
system operator in 1997 and the country’s first
fully-functioning regional transmission organization in 2002.
Mr. Speaker, PJM Interconnection has demonstrated extraordinary leadership and embraced innovation in the constantly-evolving
utility industry and, therefore, I would ask my
colleagues to join me in extending best wishes
for continued success to all employees as
they commemorate this memorable milestone.
f

HANK ALDERFER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Hank Alderfer
for receiving the 2017 Hall of Fame Award
from the West Chamber.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
Hank Alderfer has shown a lifelong dedication to the Jefferson County community and is
known for his love of history in the mountain
communities. He was raised in Evergreen,
Colorado on the Alderfer Ranch. Eventually
the Alderfer family sold or donated much of
their property to Jefferson County Open Space
which would become the 242-acre Alderfer/
Three Sisters Open Space Park. When the
Alderfer ranch house and barn were designated historical landmarks, Hank contributed
critical information to Jefferson County Planning and Zoning in the creation of the Evergreen Area Community Plan. During his tenure on the Board of the Evergreen Park and
Recreation District, Hank was instrumental in
developing the Evergreen hiking and biking
trails known as the Evergreen Trails Plan.
Hank also shares his vast knowledge of the
history of the area in his Canyon Courier
newspaper column ‘‘Yesteryear.’’
I extend my deepest congratulations to
Hank Alderfer for this well-deserved recognition by the West Chamber of Jefferson
County.

HONORING THE LIFE OF REV.
IMRE A. BERTALAN

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the life of Rev. Imre A. Bertalan, devoted husband, father and grandfather, who
served as a compassionate pastor of Calvin
United Church of Christ and was known for his
dedication to his church, his dedication to his
Hungarian heritage, and advocating for his beloved East Toledo neighborhood, Birmingham.
Imre passed away after a valiant struggle
against cancer on August 29, 2017 in Latrobe
Hospital in Latrobe, PA.
Imre was born in New Brunswick, New Jersey, on October 4, 1949 to Margaret and the
Rev. Imre G. Bertalan. He graduated from
New Brunswick High School, held a bachelor’s
degree from Rutgers University and a master
of divinity degree from Princeton Theological
Seminary.
Initially not intending to be a minister after
graduating from seminary, Imre started as a
community organizer and helped form the
East Toledo Community Organization. He became a member of East Toledo’s Calvin
United Church of Christ, which was founded
as the Hungarian Evangelical Reformed
Church. He was elected pastor in 1979.
During his tenure as pastor, Imre reached
out to the congregations of all of the religions
in the neighborhood so that Calvin was not
just known as a Hungarian church, but as a
neighborhood church open to the entire neighborhood.
True to his Hungarian-American roots, Imre
was integrally involved in efforts on behalf of
America’s ethnic communities. A strong representative particularly of the Hungarian-Americans with whom he shared a common heritage, Imre served on the boards of national
Hungarian-American organizations for many
years. He extended his national efforts to his
family, instilling a love of their Hungarian tradition in all. He was encouraging, comforting,
filled with abiding kindness and a gentle soul,
always advising people that ‘‘everything will be
all right.’’
After decades in ministry as pastor, Imre became the executive director of Bethlen Communities in Ligonier, PA, a retirement and
nursing community founded by the Hungarian
Reformed Federation of America. Even after
his move to Pennsylvania, Imre and his wife
maintained a home in the Birmingham neighborhood of Toledo and were active in the
planning for the annual Birmingham Ethnic
Festival.
Reverend Imre Bertalan will long be remembered for his dedication to his family, church,
the Toledo community at large, and Bethlen
Communities. A beautiful memorial service
was held for Imre at Calvin United Church of
Christ in East Toledo on September 23, 2017.
We gathered together and gave thanks for the
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ministry of Reverend Imre Bertalan. Just as
importantly, we remembered a loving family
man and friend.
We offer Imre’s beautiful and artistic wife of
almost 37 years, Magdalene ‘‘Baba’’ J. Ujvagi,
Imre’s children, Sara Davis, Magda Bertalan,
Juli Bertalan, Margit Bertalan, and Imre
Bertalan, his five grandchildren, his sisters Lillian Bertalan and M. Sarah Bertalan, his family
and friends our prayers and hope. May they
find comfort in the wonderful gift of Imre’s life,
their memories of their husband, father, brother, uncle, grandfather, friend, his imprimatur
on his church and neighborhood. All that he
did contributed to humanity’s greater good and
the glory of God.
Hungarian in his soul, a patriotic American,
faithful Vicar of Christ, Imre Bertalan’s life was
writ large. His life will long echo in his family
and friends, his congregations and those he
served so well. I know he was welcomed
home with ‘‘well done, my good and faithful
servant.’’
f

HONORING MS. PATRICIA
MCDERMOTT

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to honor the continuous dedication
and hard work of Ms. Patricia McDermott. Ms.
McDermott is an invaluable member of our
community and longtime dedicated employee
of the Philadelphia Municipal Court.
Ms. McDermott, a trailblazer in the Philadelphia Municipal Courts, was the first woman to
be appointed to Deputy Court Administrator of
the Civil Division in 1996. However, her path
to arrive at this point was not easy. As a single mother, Ms. McDermott struggled early in
her career to find her footing within the court.
Nevertheless, she worked her way up the system diligently, starting in the Private Criminal
Complaint Unit, then moving to the First Filing
Unit in the clerical division, then to Assistant
Supervisor, then to Supervisor until she was
appointed to her current position.
Ms. McDermott has shown exemplary devotion and dedication throughout her 43-yearlong career. She has done much good for the
City throughout her tenure, including her several renovation projects such as the combination of units work space at 34 S. 11th Street
2002 and the successful relocation of Municipal Court’s Civil Division to The Widener
Building in June 2012. Ms. McDermott was
also responsible for the implementation of a
nationally recognized electronic case management system known as C.L.A.I.M.S.
Ms. McDermott’s work is certainly admirable
and notable. A devoted wife and mother of
four children, she will always consider the
Philadelphia Municipal Court to be her second
family. Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Ms. Patricia McDermott for the wonderful
work she has done and continues to do for the
Philadelphia Municipal Courts.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. JOE
CURRY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the passing of Mr. Joe Curry. Mr. Curry
passed peacefully at his home in Lancaster
County recently at the age of 84. He is survived by his two sons and three daughters.
Mr. Curry was a well-respected figure in the
community. Born in the Depression, Mr. Curry
experienced many things in life. He served as
a Marine during the Korean War, started and
ran a thriving crab steaming business, and
later Curry Pottery, to which many in the community including myself, would stop by to say
hello and seek his counsel on local issues.
Mr. Curry was known as a great community
leader, whether it was serving on the Northern
Neck Planning District Commission, the Bay
Aging Board or the Lancaster County Economic Development Authority. However, Mr.
Curry’s figure as a community leader went
well beyond the various Boards and Commissions he served on. His true passion was
helping the needy, and one of his favorite
charities was the Boys and Girls Club. Mr.
Curry was recognized for his charitable work
in the Commonwealth, receiving numerous
awards from the American Red Cross, American Heart Association, Kiwanis Club, and Rotary International. With that said, Joe Curry will
be remembered most for his gracious heart
and tireless work towards racial reconciliation.
I am grateful to have known Mr. Curry and
thankful for his words of wisdom and support
over the years. Mr. Curry will be dearly missed
by his family and friends. Virginia and the Nation sends its greatest gratitude for his service
in the U.S. Marine Corps and in his community.
f

HONORING MR. EDUARDO DIOKNO

HON. MIKE THOMPSON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
I, along with my colleague Representative
MARK DESAULNIER, rise today to honor
Eduardo Diokno upon his retirement after 12
years of service with Contra Costa County.
Mr. Diokno currently serves as Deputy Chief
of Staff to Supervisor Federal Glover and has
been a thoughtful policymaker and committed
voice for Filipino Americans in the County.
Mr. Diokno is a lifelong East County resident with a passion for serving our community.
He served our country in the U.S. Army as a
2nd Lieutenant and later joined the Army Reserves. Mr. Diokno then worked as a journalist
for 28 years with the Philippine News, Oakland Tribune, and Contra Costa Times where
he reported on politics and policy-making.
Upon joining the County, Mr. Diokno served
as a Senior Field Representative and then a
Policy Analyst before stepping into his current
position with Supervisor Glover. In his various
roles, Mr. Diokno facilitated the County’s first
recognition of the contributions of Filipino
Americans, developed small business initia-
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tives, and worked with committees and advisory bodies developing health policy at the
county level. He also served as the principal
liaison to Bay Point, the County’s largest unincorporated community.
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Diokno has served our
country and our county and his legacy sets a
high standard to which other public servants
should aspire. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that we honor him here today and extend
our best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
f

JOHN ELLIS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud John Ellis for
receiving the 2017 Jefferson County Hall of
Fame Award from the West Chamber.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
John Ellis has shown a lifelong dedication to
the Jefferson County community. His extensive involvement includes serving on many
nonprofit boards such as the Evergreen Christian Outreach, Blue Spruce Kiwanis, Evergreen Audubon, and Jeffco Outdoor Lab
Foundation just to name a few. For the past
eleven years John has served as an elected
official with the Evergreen Metropolitan District
and for almost four years has served on the
Evergreen Parks and Recreation District
board. In addition to these endeavors, John is
an avid fisherman and has been teaching fly
fishing for the past 27 years and is involved
with Evergreen Trout Unlimited preserving
cold-eater fisheries.
John Ellis’ history of volunteerism and support of the community and its businesses
spans decades. He currently holds the position of Community Relations Manager for Evergreen National Bank.
I extend my deepest congratulations to John
Ellis for this well-deserved recognition by the
West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
FREELON F. KELLY

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today we
honor Wayne County resident, Private First
Class Freelon F. Kelly, decorated combat veteran, farmer, friend, and fallen hero.
Born on the 2nd of May, 1912, PFC Kelly
trained as an infantryman and shipped to the
European Theater of Operations in 1940
where his 26th Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division led America’s first-ever combat
amphibious assault in North Africa. His division, nicknamed the ‘‘Big Red One’’ for the
red Arabic numeral 1 on their shoulder sleeve
insignia, fought the enemy at Tunisia’s Kasserine Pass, the Amphibious Battle of Gela,
Sicily, the Normandy invasion, the battle of
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Aachen, Germany, and the Battle of the Bulge
in Belgium’s Ardennes province.
The Big Red One held the critical shoulder
of the Bulge at Büllingen—a small, rural town
of 2,000 residents—facing insurmountable
odds, rallying to their motto: ‘‘No Mission Too
Difficult. No Sacrifice Too Great.’’ PFC Kelly
was Killed In Action on a snowy, bitterly cold
day, December 21st, 1944, and for his sacrifice was awarded a Bronze Star and two
Purple Hearts. His name is inscribed on the
1st Infantry Division obelisk in Büllingen, commemorating the 458 Big Red One soldiers
who died there while ‘‘fighting for the liberty of
the world.’’
He was brought home to his final resting
place in the Gallaher Cemetery on Glenrock
Rd less than a mile from his family’s farmland
through which the Factory Creek flows. Many
family memories were made with his nine siblings, on this land, in this creek, and throughout his 32 years.
We dedicate the Factory Creek Bridge to
the memory of PFC Freelon F. Kelly, WWII
hero, who not only ensured the lives lost in
combat were not lost in vain, but also embodied the legacy of service and sacrifice of
The Greatest Generation.
f

LYNN JOHNSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Lynn Johnson
for receiving the West Chamber’s 2017 Jefferson County Hall of Fame Award.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy. Known for her
dedication in helping children, families, and
those who need it most, Lynn has faithfully
served Jefferson County and greater Colorado
for over twenty years. Lynn began her career
as a probation and parole officer with the
United States Courts where she was responsible for supervising offenders with mental
health problems and those convicted of sex
offenses. Later she acted as a policy advisor
for Governor Bill Owens before assuming the
position of Chief of Staff to the Lieutenant
Governor Jane Norton in 2003. Following this
position, Lynn managed her own consulting
firm which specialized in issues regarding
mental health, high risk youth, developmental
disabilities, child welfare and early childhood
education. In that role, Lynn helped develop
programs related to juvenile justice, prioritizing
children and familial wellbeing.
During her career, Lynn was appointed to
various task forces by three different Colorado
Governors including Welfare Reform, Youth
Leadership Commission, and most recently,
Colorado’s Human Trafficking Council. Lynn
currently serves as the Executive Director of
Jefferson County Human Services which includes Divisions of Head Start, Career and
Family Services, Community Assistance,
Workforce and Youth and Families (Child Welfare). Earlier this year, she was nominated by
President Trump to be the Assistant Secretary
for the Administration for Children and Fami-
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lies acknowledging the impact of Lynn’s tireless service and instrumental contributions to
Colorado’s community as well as her potential
to influence national policy.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Lynn
Johnson for this well-deserved recognition by
the West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f

HONORING MR. FRANK MONTEIRO

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Frank Monteiro, the Chief
Operating Officer of MacDermid Performance
Solutions and a true leader in the Waterbury,
Connecticut community. Today, the Waterbury
Regional Chamber is honoring Frank with the
2017 Malcolm Baldrige Community Award for
his success at MacDermid and his commitment to the City of Waterbury.
A Waterbury native, Frank has been with
MacDermid for nearly two decades. During
Frank’s time with MacDermid, he has helped
guide the company through substantial transitions for the business and the local economy.
Frank has been a champion for expanding the
company’s presence in Waterbury, working to
protect 200 jobs at the research and development center and encouraging the company to
expand its workforce in our town. He has
served as COO of Performance Solutions
since 2015.
In addition to his leadership in local business, Frank has dedicated his time and expertise to support important causes in his community. He works with the Waterbury Regional
Chamber’s professional development program
and is an active supporter of Multiple Sclerosis
research
and
the
Greater
Waterbury
Campership Fund. Frank also serves on the
boards of a number of local groups including
the Waterbury Sportsmen’s Club, the Waterbury Symphony Orchestra, the Naugatuck Valley Community College, and the United Way
of Greater Waterbury.
Mr. Speaker, Frank Monteiro has been an
instrumental leader in our Waterbury community, both as a leader of MacDermid Performance Solutions and a champion for our local
economy. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor him here today and congratulate him on this well-deserved award.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF VIRGINIA’S
10TH DISTRICT 2017 ANGELS IN
ADOPTION AWARDEE

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to recognize the generosity of a family
in Virginia’s 10th Congressional District, Colleen and Richard Davis. The Davis’ have provided a loving home to two beautiful twin
boys, and, this year, I am pleased to congratulate them on being the Tenth District Angels in
Adoption Awardee.
Colleen and Richard had three biological
children of their own, as well as one special
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needs adopted child, raising them in a warm
and loving home in Winchester, Virginia. During Colleen’s service to the New Eve Maternity
Home, a home for expectant women in crisis
pregnancy in Winchester, she met a young
mother and her twin newborn boys. Upon seeing the traumatic situation, when the young
mothers’ drug abuse and other mental health
problems caused Child Protective Services to
plan on placing the newborns in a temporary
foster arrangement, Colleen and Richard offered to take the twins into their home and
care for them until the young woman was able
to provide a stable upbringing.
What was expected to be a few weeks of
care was extended to months, and now about
two years. While the last two years have surely been filled with joyous moments, it has not
always been easy. Colleen and Richard have
seen the young mother through many hardships and crises, always encouraging her to
maintain a close relationship with her sons,
even though it means frequent transporting of
the twin boys to the mother’s new home in another city. By opening their home and their
hearts, Colleen and Richard have demonstrated the most sincere form of love possible.
I am grateful to Colleen and Richard for
helping the mothers and children who live at
the New Eve Maternity Home and for the incredible generosity and sensitivity they have
displayed in caring for the twins as though
they were their own, as well as their willingness to return them to their natural mother, if
she becomes able to care for them. Mr.
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Colleen and Richard’s tireless
dedication to foster care, making these parents not only stand out in Virginia’s Tenth
Congressional District, but earning our recognition as deserving of the 2017 Angels in
Adoption award.
f

MIKE MOORE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Mike Moore
for receiving the West Chamber’s 2017 Jefferson County Hall of Fame Award.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
As a Colorado native, Mike has faithfully
served the Jefferson County community his
entire life. After serving in the Peace Corps,
Mike returned to Denver in 1966 to become
the Executive Director of Denver Opportunity
at the War on Poverty Community Action
Agency. Mike later co-founded the Jefferson
County Open Living School in Evergreen open
to anyone within the county who wished to attend. Turning his attention to the environment,
in 1972 Mike was a founding member of Plan
Jeffco, which advocated for the creation of the
Jefferson County Open Space (JCOS) program. The following year Mike was appointed
a founding member of the Jefferson County
Open Space Advisory Committee overseeing
the JCOS program, which has since helped
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preserve the natural and cultural resources of
over 50,000 acres of land. Mike also helped
found the Evergreen Center for the Arts in
1976, establishing an outlet for local artists to
pursue their creative endeavors. In 1988, Mike
helped found Culture Jeffco and promoted the
formation of the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District. A year later he was appointed as
the founding chairman of the Jefferson County
Cultural Council, the governing board of the
Scientific and Cultural Facilities District that
was responsible for distributing the county’s
annual share of Tier III funds for art, music,
theater, dance, zoology, botany, natural history, or cultural history.
Mike’s civic achievements include recognition from the Jefferson County League of
Women Voters as well as the Rex Morgan Citizen Volunteer Award. In his five decades in
the Jefferson County area, Mike has worked
tirelessly to improve the City of Evergreen and
Jefferson County through public service.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Mike
Moore for this well-deserved recognition by
the West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f

THANKING KEVIN CHAMBERS FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. STENY H. HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my
thanks to Kevin Chambers for over thirty-five
years of dedicated service to the United
States House of Representatives. Kevin will
be retiring this Friday, September 29. He is a
constituent in Maryland’s Fifth Congressional
District, living in Calvert County, and I am
proud to represent him and his family in Congress.
Kevin has been the very definition of exceptional customer service that all Chief Administrative Office (CAO) employees strive to provide to the House community. His thorough
leadership and oversight in assisting Members
with setting up their offices and with relocations during numerous Congressional transitions has provided a template for success for
many years to come. Kevin’s extensive knowledge of House furniture and its history and his
mastery of building and sustaining relationships with Members and staff has resulted in
cohesiveness and joint partnerships throughout the House campus. He has also maintained strong relationships over the years with
colleagues from the CAO and Architect of the
Capitol offices. For all who have had the
pleasure of working with him, Kevin has been
an invaluable asset and will be greatly missed.
Kevin began his career with the House CAO
on December 12, 1980 as a Laborer. In March
1987 he advanced to Assistant Warehouse
Manager and became Warehouse Manager in
1990. In that capacity, he served as a point of
contact between CAO staff and Members of
Congress regarding service orders for office
furnishings. In 2001, the CAO called upon
Kevin to offer his expertise to the newly developed First Call customer service center as a
Senior Customer Solutions Consultant. There,
he provided guidance, advice, and assistance
to House offices regarding the selection and
purchase of office furniture, equipment, and
supplies. Later, Kevin became a Senior Team
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Lead with the Modular-Transition office. In
2016, Kevin moved to the Manager role and
led the team on House-wide projects, including the Cannon House Office Building Renewal Relocations effort. Over many years,
Kevin has provided guidance to management
as a subject-matter expert on House operations, and he has been an integral part of the
CAO.
Among his many accomplishments over the
years, Kevin supervised the CAO’s Transition
Office staff over the past eight Congressional
transitions. He was always the first to arrive
and last to leave. He provided the transitional
move coordinators with the knowledge and
support necessary to assist incoming freshman Members and participating returning
Members effectively and efficiently. Not only
has Kevin been thoroughly involved with Congressional Transitions, his extensive CAO and
House knowledge put him in a position to become the Clerk’s Office’s main point of contact
for all Congressional special elections.
Furthermore, Kevin has dedicated his career
to making the CAO and the House of Representatives a better place to work and a
place that runs as smoothly and efficiently as
possible. He has passed along his many years
of project management and customer service
experience to staff and coworkers so they can
continue the extremely high standards of quality service expected by the CAO. On behalf of
the entire House, I extend congratulations to
Kevin for his many years of dedication and
outstanding contributions. I hope my colleagues will join me in wishing him and his
wife Cynthia many happy years together in retirement.
f

HONORING CSM (RET.) SIDNEY
BROWN

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today we
honor retired Army Command Sergeant Major
Sidney Brown, decorated combat soldier, passionate community leader, and tireless advocate for the Clarksville-Montgomery County
area and its veterans.
During 30 years of active military duty, CSM
Brown deployed with the 101st Airborne Division, serving two tours in Vietnam, Germany,
and Korea, earning distinction as a member of
the Triple Nickle—555th Parachute Infantry
Association. For his outstanding service, he
was awarded the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star,
and multiple medals and badges.
Upon retirement, he was elected as a Montgomery County Commissioner. Within one
year of appointment as Chairman of the
Clarksville-Montgomery
Veterans’
Home
Board, he gathered support from city council
members, county commissioners, and state
and federal officials to build a much-needed
nursing home for veterans to ‘‘give back to
them what they sacrificed to give us.’’ In spite
of many obstacles in fundraising and land acquisition, the Veterans’ Home opened in
2016—due in large part to CSM Brown’s
steadfast mission. His ever-present enthusiasm, determination and devotion make him
an inspirational model for the active-duty soldiers, veteran students and ROTC cadets he
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has championed for decades. He has dedicated his life to our nation’s military, and we
are truly humbled to honor him.
Leadership is not as it appears, but as it
performs. We join his family and friends in
dedicating the Sidney Brown Bistro to CSM
Brown, who ensured our veterans’ sacrifices
are revered and repaid.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER
OF DELAWARE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Speaker, I
wish to clarify my position for the record on
roll call votes cast on September 25, 2017.
On Roll Call Vote Number 530, on consideration of H.R. 3823 I did not vote. It was my
intention to vote ‘‘No.’’
On Roll Call Vote Number 531, on consideration of H.R. 2061 I did not vote. It was my
intention to vote ‘‘Yea.’’
f

GREG STEVINSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud Greg
Stevinson for receiving the West Chamber’s
2017 Jefferson County Hall of Fame Award.
The Hall of Fame Award recognizes outstanding individuals who have significant,
long-lasting impacts through their leadership
and contributions to Jefferson County’s economy, community and legacy.
As a resident of Jefferson County for over
fifty years, Greg has used his leadership and
business insight to help shape our community.
Greg was instrumental in the creation of the
Colorado Mills Mall and the Denver West Office Park in Lakewood. For these efforts he received
the
honor
of
being
named
businessperson of the year by the Rocky
Mountain News. Greg has also been an ardent supporter of open space in Jefferson
County. He served on committees including
Jefferson County Open Space, Save Open
Space and Jeffco Outdoors Foundation.
Greg has served on several boards including the Colorado Baseball Stadium District,
Red Rocks Community College Foundation
and Craig Hospital. He is known for his personal drive, public service, and cultural contributions, which have made a tremendous impact on this county.
I extend my deepest congratulations to Greg
Stevinson for this well-deserved recognition by
the West Chamber of Jefferson County.
f

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate our friend, Taiwan, as it commemorates the 106th anniversary of its National Day on October 10th.
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The United States and Taiwan have always
had a strong relationship, even in the absence
of formal diplomatic ties. This relationship has
led to cooperation in many areas such as matters of international security, trade and investment, cultural exchange and education, etc.
Taiwan is also a great friend in times of need.
When Hurricane Harvey recently wrought destruction and wreaked havoc in areas of
Texas, Louisiana, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands Taiwan made a generous contribution of
$800,000 to help the hurricane’s victims. Taiwan’s President, Tsai Ing-wen, repeatedly expressed concern for our country’s hurricane
victims, and the people of Taiwan have, once
again, demonstrated their friendship with the
United States.
We need to continue to give Taiwan all the
support it needs. Taiwan is a democracy and
deserves our friendship and best wishes.
It is my privilege today to rise to congratulate Taiwan as it celebrates its 106th National
Day.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KAY GRANGER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, due to a personal conflict, I was unable to make votes.
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA
on Roll Call No. 530, and YEA on Roll Call
No. 531.
f

RECOGNIZING AIR EVAC
LIFETEAM

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, more than
46 million Americans and tens of thousands of
Tennesseans live over an hour away from
Level 1 or 2 trauma centers, making them
twice as likely to die from an accident or medical condition. Rapid, sophisticated, air transportation is their only option for complex, timedependent care.
That is why today we recognize Air Evac
Lifeteam for its critical service to rural, medically-underserved communities. Five bases in
Lawrenceburg, Parsons, Savannah, Waverly,
and Waynesboro, Tennessee, serve all 19
contiguous counties in the 7th Congressional
District through advanced helicopter ambulances and personnel.
Their crews of 65 pilots, nurses, paramedics, and mechanics maintain a patient-first
focus on high-tech, fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft. Many pilots, having served in Iraq and
Afghanistan on military air assaults and
medivac missions, use those same skills to
save thousands of lives every year in Tennessee. Many crews are regularly deployed
for disaster relief nationwide. Their service is
invaluable.
Air medical transportation will ensure access
to emergency health care for the people who
need it most, and Air Evac Lifeteam puts the
journey in experienced, cutting-edged, compassionate hands
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HONORING THE TEXAS MILITARY
DEPARTMENT FOR THEIR ROLE
IN HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
EFFORTS

I honor the Texas Military Department and
the countless first responders who answered
the call for help from their fellow Texans.

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

HONORING ST. MICHAEL PARISH
ON THEIR 150TH ANNIVERSARY

OF TEXAS

f

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the Texas Military Department
for their outstanding response and service to
the state in the wake of Hurricane Harvey.
The Texas Military Department is a unique
force comprised of the Texas Army National
Guard, the Texas Air National Guard, the
Texas State Guard and the Domestic Operations Task Force. With little notice, Texas
National and State Guard forces mobilized to
participate in search and rescue missions, provide vital first aid, and assist in transportation
and distribution support to the storm-ravaged
areas of the Lone Star State. The 12,000 soldiers of the Texas National Guard are fully
mobilized and completely engaged in operations serving Texans in need.
Since Hurricane Harvey made landfall, the
Texas National Guard has performed more
than 16,000 rescues and evacuated more than
7,400 people and 1,000 animals They also ensured that the immediate needs of Texas residents were met by setting up over 30 points
of distribution for food, water, and other vital
commodities between Beaumont and Corpus
Christi. There are 35 active Texas State
Guard Shelter teams sheltering more than
8,000 evacuees at 13 shelters across the
state and the Texas National Guard assisted
in setting up three evacuation hubs. Rescue
efforts have involved over 400 vehicles ranging from Humvees and troop transport vehicles to re-fuelers and wreckers. The Texas
National Guard also deployed its 16 aircraft
fleet to support rescue operations all along the
coast, including numerous Blackhawk, Lakota,
and Chinook helicopters.
Not only have Texas’ military forces proved
crucial during the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, the Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth located in my district continues to play a critical
role in the relief effort. The base housed a
massive influx of aircraft that was evacuated
ahead of the storm in order to avoid damage
to critical military weaponry. It also became a
rallying point for military and other first responders from all over the country to organize
recovery efforts. I cannot stress enough the
importance of this strategic base and its role
in providing a swift response during the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.
The Texas Military Department’s dedication
to working around the clock in incredibly challenging conditions and its demonstrated ability
to integrate seamlessly with active duty military troops, first responders, and the myriad of
volunteers in the midst of one of the worst natural disasters to affect Texas is truly an embodiment of their motto of ‘‘Texans Serving
Texas.’’
The Texas Military Department’s response
to Hurricane Harvey complimented federal efforts and the countless Texans who rose to
the challenge of helping their fellow Texans
during their time of need. As a member of the
House Armed Services Committee and a native Texan, I could not be more proud of my
state’s response during one of the worst natural disasters to ever affect Texas.
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HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor all of the parishioners and clergy—past
and present—of St. Michael Parish in Orland
Park, Illinois, as they celebrate the 150th anniversary of their parish.
Established shortly after the end of the Civil
War, St. Michael Parish began with a simple
wooden church, twenty feet long and thirty
feet wide. The first Mass was held on the
Feast of St. Michael the Archangel on September 29, 1867. After World War II, the parish began construction of a grade school
which opened in September, 1949, to better
serve the growing parish. As growth continued
a new church needed to be built and was
dedicated in 1969, followed by a Parish Activities Center in 1981.
What has remained constant through all of
the changes is the commitment of St. Michael’s parishioners to be a gathering of
Catholic people believing in God’s love, manifested by His Son Jesus, and working to fulfill
His mission on earth. I have experienced the
daily manifestation of this commitment during
my visits to St. Michael Parish, whether for
worship or to visit the school. St. Michael
School is an exemplary Catholic elementary
school that has won a National Blue Ribbon
Award and emphasizes academics, moral values, and discipline. The spirit of the school
really shined through during my visit for
Catholic Schools Week.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to recognize Father Paul Burak and all the parishioners of St. Michael, and congratulate them
on the 150th anniversary of their parish. May
their community continue to thrive and grow in
God’s love.
f

WORLD CONTRACEPTION DAY

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today is World Contraception Day, which provides us an opportunity to talk about the importance of access to contraceptives.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has called contraception one of the
greatest public health interventions of the 20th
Century.
They improve overall health and well-being,
reduce maternal mortality, and allow women to
have greater control over their bodies and
their lives.
The Affordable Care Act mandated contraception coverage with no co-pays, and the evidence of the value of this protection is clear.
We should build on this success and ensure
all women—both here at home and across the
globe—have access to affordable, live-changing contraception.

E:\CR\FM\A26SE8.010

E26SEPT1

E1272

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

COMMEMORATING
ENFIELD
POLICE EXPLORERS’ 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JOE COURTNEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Enfield Police Explorers. The Enfield Police
Explorer program was founded in 1967 by the
late Chief Walter J. Skower to serve as a lifeline for troubled youth and as an opportunity
for those interested in law enforcement. At its
inception, the program was the first in the
state of Connecticut and the second in the nation.
The Enfield Police Department provides its
Explorers with a firsthand view of what it’s like
to be a Law Enforcement Officer. They receive
CPR and first aid training, physical fitness instruction, and traditional classroom education
designed to prepare them for a career in Law
Enforcement, military or community service,
and related careers. The Explorers use their
training to support the police department and
community by providing traffic control and security at various events, volunteering their time
and efforts to support many local and national
charities, and even aiding in emergency situations including storm response and locating
missing persons. Each year Explorers attend
various competitions and a week-long academy, where they consistently earn accolades
and awards. While many members have indeed gone on to become Law Enforcement
professionals and members of the Armed
Forces, most importantly, Explorers become
responsible citizens and contributors to their
communities.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating the Enfield Police Explorers program. In its fifty years, the program has become a bridge between the law enforcement
and youth, fostering public safety as a career
opportunity, while working to make the community a better place.
f

thy Shelton, as she celebrates 100 years of
love, life and dedicated service to her community.
On Thursday, October 5th, 2017, Pomona
resident Dorothy Shelton will celebrate her
100th birthday. Ms Shelton has resided in my
home district for the last 13 years where she
lives with her daughter Sonya Muhammad We
are lucky to have someone like Ms. Shelton in
California’s 35th district.
Ms. Shelton was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, where in 1942 she began what
would begin a lifelong career in public service
by working for the Internal Revenue Service.
During her time there, she worked in the Special Procedures section of the Collection Department. Ms. Shelton oversaw liens, levies,
and the acquisition of personal property.
After 24 years of dedicated service in the
IRS, Ms. Shelton went on to perform the same
level of service for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms in 1966. Once there, she
worked with a team of investigators who confiscated illegal firearms and enforced federal
laws regarding the illegal possession and
sales of alcohol and tobacco.
Mr. Speaker, Dorothy’s dedication extends
far beyond her government service. Ms
Shelton has always been a community advocate and has belonged to numerous community organizations and social service agencies.
She once supervised a housing program funded by the City of Chicago, where she helped
secure housing for low-income families in the
region. Ms. Shelton was also the first African
American president for the National Treasury
Employees Union, Chapter 94, from 1966 to
her retirement in 1981.
She retired with 38 years of service to the
government. She is loved by her daughter,
two grandsons and their wives, and six greatgrandchildren. Dorothy Shelton is indeed Pomona’s national treasure.
For her endless dedication to her family and
her community, and for being an example of
love and kindness, I would like to recognize
Ms. Shelton for such a monumental feat, and
wish her a very Happy Birthday on the House
floor today.
f

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL
BIRTHDAY OF DOROTHY SHELTON

IN HONOR OF HOUSING CHOICES
COALITION FOR PERSONS WITH
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a long-time resident of my district, Doro-

Tuesday, September 26, 2017
Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, along with my
colleagues Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO and
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Congressman JIMMY PANETTA, I rise today to
acknowledge Housing Choices Coalition for
persons with Developmental Disabilities
(Housing Choices). This organization was
founded in 1997 with the goal of creating quality, affordable housing opportunities for people
with developmental disabilities in Santa Clara,
Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito Counties.
Because of the lack of affordable and inclusive housing choices for people with developmental disabilities, Housing Choices was
launched with the mission of enhancing the
quality of life for people with developmental
disabilities. Their hope was to relieve the segregation sometimes experienced by adults in
restrictive residential facilities.
Housing Choices partnership model of permanent supportive housing for people with developmental disabilities seeks to work with
local jurisdictions and housing developers to
secure long-term commitments of rental units
in new affordable housing properties for people with developmental disabilities. Residents
are then assisted in maintaining their housing
with an onsite Resident Coordinator. This
housing model promotes integration of people
with developmental disabilities in typical affordable housing communities.
Since 2002, Housing Choices has provided
housing advice to 3,000 people with developmental disabilities. They further support housing stability for residents by providing on-site
resident support services for hundreds of people. Housing Choices’ approach has helped
over 1,000 people with developmental disabilities annually navigate entry points into the
community’s supply of affordable rental housing properties.
Housing Choices helps residents with developmental disabilities understand and comply
with lease terms and property rules to prevent
evictions. They accomplish this by helping to
resolve problems with neighbors, roommates,
and property managers. Housing Choices
sponsors regular workshops and social events
for residents. This helps foster leadership
among tenants By fostering understanding and
respect they also help create supportive communities of friends and neighbors to further integrate residents into their community.
Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
HCC for twenty years of extraordinary leadership and advocacy in the community of San
Jose and for persons with disabilities globally.
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