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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 25, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W. 
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

COMMUNITY RALLYING TO HONOR 
FALLEN HERO THOMAS EDWARD 
HUNTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share with you an inspiring 
story about a community rallying to 
honor one of our Nation’s heroes. On 
September 12 of this year, Thomas Ed-
ward Hunter passed away at the won-
derful age of 93. 

He was a World War II veteran who 
served in Normandy and fought with 

our troops to liberate Europe from the 
Nazis. Unfortunately, Mr. Hunter spent 
his final years mostly alone in a nurs-
ing home, and died without much close 
family. He literally outlived all of his 
siblings. He never married, nor had any 
children. As a result, he had no one to 
serve as pallbearers at his funeral. 

Word of Mr. Hunter’s passing reached 
the folks at Winnfield Senior High 
School, which is in a small community 
in rural north central Louisiana that I 
had the privilege of representing. After 
learning about Mr. Hunter’s fate, six 
Winnfield football players—Matthew 
Harrell, Brett Jurek, Justin Lawson, 
T.J. Homan, Christian Evans, and Lee 
Estay—stepped up to serve as pall-
bearers for Mr. Hunter. 

In addition, the folks at Southern 
Funeral Homes arranged for military 
honors, along with the flag and the 
playing of taps. 

I am so inspired by the actions of 
Matthew, Brett, Justin, T.J., Christian, 
and Lee, as well as others in the com-
munity, who gave Mr. Hunter the 
hero’s sendoff that he so deserved. 
They didn’t know this man, but they 
knew that every veteran deserves to 
die with dignity and to be honored for 
the sacrifices they made for our great 
Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I think the actions of 
these men that you see in the photo to 
my left here speaks volumes of what is 
so truly important in our country: 
community, country, family, God. 

Our flag and the Nation it stands for 
is special because of veterans like 
Thomas Hunter who answered the call 
to serve without question. Thousands 
have given their lives for that flag and 
this Nation, and they deserve our re-
spect for their ultimate sacrifices. 

These young men in Winnfield, they 
get that. They got that at this funeral. 
I think others in this country will 
learn from their wonderful example. 

SENATE PROPOSED HEALTHCARE 
SYSTEM IS INSANE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, Albert 
Einstein is reported to have once said: 
The definition of insanity is trying to 
do the same thing over and over again 
and expecting a different result. 

Using that definition, the men in the 
white coats with large butterfly nets 
have plenty of wacky patients to catch 
in the Senate, where this week—tomor-
row, in fact—the Republican leadership 
is once again, for over the 60th time, 
trying to jam through a so-called 
healthcare bill which will repeal the 
Affordable Care Act without a coherent 
replacement. 

Once again, the Republican leader-
ship will force a vote without analysis 
by the Congressional Budget Office of 
the Cassidy-Graham bill, no hearings 
at the healthcare committee; and in 
the face of a tidal wave of opposition 
from the healthcare world, patient 
groups, healthcare givers, and even Re-
publican Governors have had one mes-
sage over the last week, which is to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, just to give you a small 
sample of some of the patient groups 
that have spoken out over the last 
week in opposition to this measure, 
they include the ALS Association, the 
American Cancer Society, The Amer-
ican Diabetes Association, the Amer-
ican Heart Association, the American 
Lung Association, the Arthritis Foun-
dation, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, 
the National Kidney Foundation, the 
Down Syndrome Caucus, the American 
Foundation for the Blind, the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Ampu-
tee Coalition of America, the Autism 
Speaks group, the Coalition to Stop 
Opioid Overdose, and AARP. 

These are mainstream, trusted orga-
nizations, which all of us have donated 
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