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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE
MONTH

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great respect and sincere appreciation that |
rise to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage
Month and its 2017 theme, Shaping the Bright
Future of America. From September 15, 2017,
through October 15, 2017, in honor of His-
panic Heritage Month, the people of the
United States will once again celebrate the
cultures and traditions and reflect on the many
outstanding contributions our Hispanic broth-
ers and sisters have made throughout our
country’s history.

Hispanic Heritage Month, which begins each
year on September 15, recognizes the anni-
versaries of the independence of five Latin
American countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico
and Chile observe their independence days on
September 16 and September 18. Since its in-
ception as National Hispanic Heritage Week in
1968, which later became National Hispanic
Heritage Month in 1988, Americans have
taken this time to not only honor the rich cul-
ture and traditions of Hispanic Americans, but
also to reflect on the tremendous impact His-
panic Americans have had within their com-
munities and throughout our nation. The tire-
less efforts of generations of Hispanic Ameri-
cans have resulted in a better America.

America’s success is reliant upon the rich
heritage and cultural diversity of its people.
Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates the many
Hispanic leaders and members of our commu-
nities who have added to the prosperity of the
United States in every facet of our society.
This year's theme also focuses on our nation’s
future and the immense impact Hispanic
Americans will continue to have on creating a
better tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask you and my
other distinguished colleagues to once again
join me in recognizing Hispanic Heritage
Month. Throughout America’s history, present,
and future, the Hispanic community has
played and will continue to play a major role
in enriching the quality of life for the people of
the United States, and for their outstanding
contributions they are worthy of our respect
and gratitude.

———

HONORING THE VICTIMS AND HE-
ROES OF THE TERRORIST AT-
TACKS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise to commemorate the sixteenth anniver-

sary of the September 11th terrorist attacks
and to remember the nearly 3,000 innocent
victims killed that day in New York City, at the
Pentagon, and in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.

While September 11th is a day shrouded in
unspeakable tragedy, it was also a time of un-
surpassed courage. Many of the first respond-
ers, who heroically rushed to rescue victims,
continue to die from exposure to Ground Zero
toxins. These firefighters, police officers, and
other emergency workers, rely on the Federal
government to provide medical care they so
desperately need and will require support for
years to come.

| am grateful to the men and women of law
enforcement, the Armed Forces and our Intel-
ligence Community who work tirelessly every
day to keep our country safe. As we celebrate
their efforts, we must remain vigilant against
terrorists who seek to destroy our country and
way of life.

We must never forget the catastrophic
events and lives lost on that tragic day in our
Nation’s history.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No.
485 (motion to suspend the rules and pass, as
amended H.R. 2611), | did not cast my vote.
Had | been present, | would have voted Yea
on this vote.

———

HONORING ELGIN FIRE DEPART-
MENT’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY IN
ELGIN, ILLINOIS ON SEPTEMBER
16TH

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr.  KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker,
today | honor the Elgin Fire Department for
celebrating its 150th anniversary. Since Elgin’s
first fire station was established in 1867, it has
made an exceptional impact on Elgin and its
surrounding communities.

The Elgin Fire Department currently has
over 133 sworn firefighters who provide life-
saving care to a community of more than
180,000 people. This includes the historic
downtown area, two major medical facilities,
two college campuses, multiple industrial and
office parks, a growing commercial area, and
countless homes.

Over the past 150 years, the Elgin Fire De-
partment has been a rich part of lllinois’ his-
tory. In July 1869, the Elgin Fire Department
purchased the James T. Gifford fire engine,
which put the Department on the front lines of
the Greater Chicago Fire in October 1870. To

this day, the Elgin Fire Department continues
to protect the city of Elgin and its neighboring
communities as well.

Additionally, the Elgin Fire Department has
provided lllinoisans the opportunity to immerse
themselves in Elgin history. Since 1987, the
fire department has operated a museum look-
ing back on the remarkable work Elgin fire-
fighters have done.

The Elgin Fire Department touches count-
less lives every day, and has done exceptional
work over the last 150 vyears in the
Chicagoland area. Mr. Speaker, | am ex-
tremely grateful for their work, and | hope for
their continued success in the future.

| honor the Elgin Fire Department in Elgin,
lllinois on September 16th.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSE
GUADALUPE RAMOS

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise to honor the life of
Jose Guadalupe Ramos, a beloved Vietnam
veteran, Purple Heart recipient and veterans’
advocate who passed away on September 3,
2017.

Mr. Ramos was born on September 17,
1948, in East Los Angeles, California. He at-
tended Garfield High School and enlisted in
the Army in 1965.

Mr. Ramos served bravely in Vietham from
1967 to 68, where he was an Army medic ex-
posed to the horrors of war while caring for
fellow soldiers wounded on the battlefield. He
himself was awarded the Purple Heart after
being shot in the leg.

When Mr. Ramos returned from Vietnam, he
and his fellow veterans were ignored by an
American public disillusioned with the Vietnam
War. The trauma they witnessed abroad was
exacerbated by the disrespect and insults
made against Vietham veterans at the time.
Even while suffering from his own mental and
physical wounds, Mr. Ramos continued to
care for others by working in emergency
rooms in Los Angeles County hospitals.

Mr. Ramos’ compassion for helping others
did not end there. He had a desire to heal the
mental wounds that his fellow Vietnam vet-
erans still lived with when they were not given
a proper welcome home. Mr. Ramos led an
effort to get local, state, and federal govern-
ments to honor these heroes with a “Welcome
Home Vietnam Veterans Day.” He convinced
the State of California to recognize March 30th
as Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.
His efforts were a part of getting 38 states,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Congress to ob-
serve Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day.

Mr. Ramos carried this message across the
United States by biking multiple times from
Los Angeles to Washington, D.C. to build sup-
port for recognition of a Welcome Home Viet-
nam Veterans Day. He also biked through
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Vietnam with veterans from both sides of the
conflict to promote healing and peace.

| was blessed to have known Mr. Ramos,
and to have worked with him in our community
and during his visits to Washington to help
Vietnam veterans get the recognition, respect

and care that they deserve.

Mr. Ramos alleviated the suffering of his fel-
low soldiers wounded on the field of battle, he
alleviated the suffering of his fellow Angelenos
in the emergency rooms of Southern Cali-
fornia, and he alleviated the suffering in the
hearts and minds of veterans who bore invis-
ible wounds from Vietnam and their return to
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Jose Ramos for his courage,
character and commitment to supporting his
fellow veterans. We extend our deepest sym-
pathies to Mr. Ramos’ family and friends for
their loss. He was a model citizen and a hero
for our community, our state and our nation.

HONORING MR. ROBERT FISHMAN
HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Robert “Bob” Fishman for
his decades of leadership at the Jewish Fed-
eration Association of Connecticut. Bob re-
cently retired as the Executive Director of
JFACT after 23 years with the organization,
leaving a legacy of strong relationships be-
tween Connecticut’s civic and faith leaders.

Bob has been a leading advocate for Con-
necticut's Jewish community. Through JFACT,
he maintained close ties with the Jewish com-
munities across Connecticut and ensured all
their voices were represented in the organiza-
tion’s work. Those who have worked with Bob
know him for his tireless dedication to
strengthening our community.

As Executive Director, Bob worked closely
with leaders in state government and our fed-
eral delegation on a number of issues critical
to the Jewish community and Connecticut as
a whole. He was instrumental in the creation
of the annual Holocaust Remembrance Day at
the State Capitol, which ensures that we re-
member the horror of hatred and genocide
and that we educate future generations about
its impact on our world. Through the 80s and
90s, Bob worked tirelessly to support the re-
settlement of refugees from the former Soviet
Union and ensured they could begin their
American Dream.

Mr. Speaker, Bob Fishman has been a dedi-
cated civic and spiritual leader within our
state, and it is therefore fitting and proper that
we honor him here today. He serves as a role
model for everyone in public service as some-
one who puts his faith into action to improve
our state and our country. | am proud to call
him a friend.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, due
to cleanup and recovery from Hurricane Irma
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which greatly impacted my district, | was un-
able to return to Washington D.C. for this vote
on September 12.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 485.

———

HONORING LARRY POOLE,
GILLSVILLE’S MAYOR

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize my northeast Georgia
neighbor, Mr. Larry Poole. For 24 years, he
served as the Mayor of Gillsville, giving both
his time and effort to the place that he calls
home.

When Larry first became mayor, his mission
was to use his role to amplify the voices in his
community. Throughout his tenure, Mayor
Poole was able to help his friends and neigh-
bors and improve their community through
servant leadership.

As Mayor of Gillsville, Larry exemplified
such leadership each day, even on the day
that he resigned. By choosing to fill a vacant
seat on the city council, he put the needs of
his community first, giving up his title in order
to allow a new leader to add to the vision of
Gillsville.

Mr. Speaker, | thank Larry for his dedication
to northeast Georgia, and want to wish him
the best as he assumes his new role on the
city council. Northeast Georgia will always find
a friend and leader in Larry Poole.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
September 12, 2017 | missed a series of Roll
Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on No. 485.

————

ACKNOWLEDGING RENIE
PETERSON

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
express my gratitude to Renie Peterson, the
Aurora City Councilwoman for Ward Il, for her
extraordinary work and dedication to the City
of Aurora. Her leadership has contributed to
many of Aurora’s most successful programs
and initiatives.

| first met Renie Peterson when we both at-
tended high school almost 50 years ago. In
1969, the City of Aurora was not the incredibly
diverse community it is today. Yet, years later
as a City Council Member, Renie not only rec-
ognized how Aurora has changed since we
were growing up here, she fully embraced the
“new” Aurora and founded the City of Aurora
Global Fest which celebrates the vast array of
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different cultures and ethnicities that now
make up our great city. Renie was awarded
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Chairman’s
Award for her commitment to diversity, equity,
and inclusion in our community. She has
shown throughout her decade of dedicated
service as a City of Aurora Council Member
her enthusiasm and commitment to better our
community.

In addition, as Councilwoman Peterson
sought to advance this city to its greatest po-
tential, she served the City of Aurora and
Adams County for over twenty years as a
Board Member for several intergovernmental
groups such as, Adams County Economic De-
velopment, Urban Drainage and Flood Control,
Sand Creek Regional Greenway, and is the
founder of the Aurora Public Schools’ Wish
List Project.

Mr. Speaker, Councilwoman Renie Peterson
has enhanced the quality of life for every resi-
dent in the City of Aurora. Her leadership
helped make the City of Aurora the great
place it is today. | believe that Renie Peterson
is among the very best, and | am very grateful
for her unyielding dedication to our commu-
nity.

————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2018

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3354) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, and
for other purposes:

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Chair, | rise in support
of my amendment which supports expanding
access to Naloxone for first responders.

Equipping police officers and EMTs with
Naloxone means they can immediately save
the life of a person who is overdosing.

Although drug overdose deaths rose by 33
percent in the past five years, states, like
Rhode Island, Maryland and Pennsylvania, are
experiencing severe shortages of Naloxone.
The cost of Naloxone has skyrocketed—rising
by thousands of dollars in some cases—and it
only has a shelf life of 18 to 24 months.

States have had to find alternate sources of
funding, including tapping into emergency
funds and cutting state programs, just to keep
Naloxone in stock.

Some communities have also had to make
extremely tough choices, like rationing funds
and deciding how many lives they will save.

We must make additional investments in
Naloxone for our first responders in order to
stem the rising tide of opioid deaths.

| urge my colleagues to support my amend-
ment.
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CONGRATULATING JOE AND
ELAINE GIALLANZA UPON THE
OCCASION OF THEIR 60TH WED-
DING ANNIVERSARY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 60th wedding
anniversary of Joseph and Elaine Giallanza,
which will be celebrated on September 21,
2017.

Born in the 1930s Depression-era times,
Joe and Elaine were married on September
21, 1957. Once married, Joe and Elaine em-
ployed a tremendous professional and per-
sonal work ethic, eventually founding the
Giallanza Corporation, which developed and
built residential housing throughout Western
New York.

But from their home in Elma, Joe and Elaine
enjoyed their most prized possessions—the
members of the large family they were proud
to call their own. Joe and Elaine raised six
children: Michael, Theresa, Thomas, Mary,
Peterson and the late Joseph Giallanza.
Theirs was a warm home full of laughter and
affection, bound together by the examples of
love, faith and hard work that Joe and Elaine
set for their children. Today, Joe and Elaine
are the proud grandparents of 13 grand-
children who will help them celebrate their an-
niversary on September 21.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me and
all of our colleagues to wish Joe and Elaine
Giallanza a very happy and healthy 60th wed-
ding anniversary, and to extend to the
Giallanza family the very best of health and
happiness in the days, months and years to
come.

COMMEMORATING HEALTHCARE
SIMULATION WEEK

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, to commemorate
Healthcare Simulation Week, which makes its
debut September 11-15, 2017, | would like to
share with you my views as a physician on the
importance of simulation in healthcare.

Simulation is a technique creating a situa-
tion or environment that allows people to ex-
perience a representation of a real event to
practice, learn, be tested or to understand sys-
tems and human actions.

Using simulation, similar to that for pilots
and flight crews in aviation, learners address
hands-on and thinking skills, including proce-
dures, real-time decision-making and commu-
nication. Critical teamwork actions such as
managing a high workload, adapting to unex-
pected changes, and coordinating under
stress are practiced. Simulation-based training
encompasses a broad range of experiences,
including the use of task trainers, live actors,
mannequins, 3D and computer modeling, and
even virtual reality.

Healthcare Simulation Week, sponsored by
the Society for Simulation in Healthcare, cele-
brates professionals who use simulation to im-
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pact the safety, effectiveness, and efficiency of
healthcare delivery.

As a physician and Navy man, | am well
aware of the benefits that simulation brings to
patient safety and to the financial interests of
healthcare institutions. According to a study
cited in Modern Healthcare magazine, anes-
thesiologists who took part in simulation-based
training on how to properly wean patients from
cardiopulmonary bypass performed better in
real-life procedures than those who received
traditional interactive seminars. And, Dr. Chris-
tine Park, President of the Society for Simula-
tion in Healthcare, says that numerous studies
demonstrate that simulation more effectively
prepares all types of providers, including phy-
sicians, nurses, first responders and others
across the full spectrum of experience. Sim-
ulation provides the opportunity to learn, ana-
lyze error, and maintain life-saving skills be-
fore working on actual patients.

In a Gallup poll on the subject, 92 percent
of the American public believed that simula-
tion-based education for board-certified physi-
cians was important.

Healthcare Simulation Week is an excellent
opportunity for my physician and nursing col-
leagues and every member of Congress to
recognize that the quality of health care for all
patients, including ourselves, can be greatly
improved through new advances in simulation,
and that simulation should be included in all
aspects of healthcare education. We believe
that a system-wide embedding of simulation in
hospitals and systems should be the norm and
should appear in an assessment of hospital
rankings.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on September
12, | was absent for recorded vote No. 485. |
would have voted yes if | had been present.

————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED

AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2018
SPEECH OF
HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 6, 2017

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3354) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018, and
for other purposes:

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Chair, | include in the
RECORD the following exchange of letters re-
garding H.R. 3354.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, September 8, 2017.

Hon. JOHN CARTER,

Chairman, House Committee on Appropriations,
Subcommittee on Homeland Security, Wash-
ington, DC.

Hon. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD,

Ranking Member, House Committee on Appro-
priations, Subcommittee on Homeland Secu-
rity, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CARTER, AND RANKING
MEMBER ROYBAL-ALLARD: I write to convey
our mutual understanding regarding Section
503(a)(5) of Title E of the Rules Committee
Print for H.R. 3354, the Make America Se-
cure and Prosperous Appropriations Act.
Specifically, this section does not authorize
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
to utilize section 872 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to use appropriated funds to
reorganize DHS organizational units.

As Chairman of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I strongly believe that any
significant reorganization of components
within the Department should be subject to
specific statutory authorization. Toward
that end, last month, the House passed H.R.
2825, the Department of Homeland Security
Authorization Act of 2017, which strikes sec-
tion 872. As the Department has matured, it
is no longer necessary for DHS to have uni-
lateral authority to reorganize its organiza-
tional units. I appreciate your commitment
to making DHS a more efficient and effec-
tive organization.

Respectfully,
MICHAEL T. McCAUL,
Chairman.
BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Ranking Member.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS,
Washington, DC, September 12, 2017.

Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,

Chairman, House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, Washington, DC.

Hon. BENNIE THOMPSON,

Ranking Member, House Committee on Home-
land Security, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: We write to con-
firm our mutual understanding regarding
Section 503(a)(b) of Title E of the Rules Com-
mittee Print for H.R. 3354, the Make America
Secure and Prosperous Appropriations Act.
Specifically, this section does not provide
any new authority for the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) to reorganize DHS
organizational units. Any such reorganiza-
tion authority is limited to existing author-
ity under section 872 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002.

We appreciate your efforts to authorize
DHS and look forward to working with you
to further the Department’s vital homeland
security mission.

Respectfully,
JOHN R. CARTER,
Chairman, Sub-
committee on Home-
land Security.
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD,
Ranking Member, Sub-
committee on Home-
land Security.

———

TRIBUTE TO KIMBERLY BAETH
AND GOLDEN OPENINGS, INC.

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Kimberly
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Baeth and her team at small business, Golden
Openings, Inc.—located in Urbandale, lowa,
for receiving the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce’s 2017 Dream Big Small Business of
the Year Award and the Community Excel-
lence Award presented last evening here in
Washington, D.C.

Golden Openings, Inc. provides area busi-
nesses with the tools necessary to make their
grand openings memorable. From ribbon cut-
ting to groundbreaking, they have over 20
years of experience that has helped them earn
these prestigious honors. Their unique capa-
bilities and products give new businesses a
foundation upon which they can build a suc-
cessful future. Winners of the Dream Big
Small Business of the Year Award must dis-
play a commitment to innovation, entrepre-
neurship, and individual initiative. Golden
Openings, Inc. is the epitome of these quali-
ties as they focus on engaging their commu-
nity, providing unparalleled customer service,
and constantly finding new ways to grow their
business.

It was quite the evening for Kimberly and
her team as they were also awarded the Com-
munity Excellence Award. Recipients of this
award must show leadership within their com-
munity and display a willingness and commit-
ment to improving the quality of life for all of
its residents. These qualities were on full dis-
play in 2016 after two police officers were
tragically killed in the Des Moines metro area.
Golden Openings, Inc. was able to bring to-
gether over 35,000 yards of blue ribbon that
residents and businesses alike hung in mem-
ory of the two officers. As you drove through
the metro area you could see how the entire
community was embracing the friends and
families of the two officers. It is because of
businesses like Golden Openings, Inc. and
community leaders like Kimberly that I'm
proud to represent our great state.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to serve leaders
like Kimberly and her entire team in the United
States Congress, and it is with great pride that
| recognize them all today for receiving these
esteemed designations. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating them on
receiving these awards, and in wishing them
nothing but continued success.

———

COMMENDING GUAM SPEAKER
BENJAMIN J.F. CRUZ FOR HIS
TIRELESS ADVOCACY FOR CAN-
CER RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND
OUTREACH

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate my good friend
and the Speaker of the 34th Guam Legisla-
ture, Benjamin J.F. Cruz, on being awarded
the American Cancer Society Cancer Action
Network’s National Distinguished Advocacy
Award. This is the Cancer Action Network’s
highest national advocacy honor and Speaker
Cruz is being presented with this award for his
lifetime of advocacy for cancer research, edu-
cation, and outreach, as well as the introduc-
tion and passage of the Youth Protection Act
of 2017 in the 34th Guam Legislature, which
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raised the minimum age to purchase or ac-
cess tobacco products on Guam to 21 years.
On March 24, 2017, Speaker Cruz's measure
became the first bill enacted into law during
the 34th Guam Legislature and made Guam
the third jurisdiction nationwide to enact legis-
lation raising the age to purchase tobacco
products to 21 years.

Speaker Cruz’s bill furthers efforts on Guam
to reduce smoking on Guam and raise aware-
ness among youth and young adults of the
harmful effects that smoking and tobacco
products have on a person’s health. On Guam
cancer is one of the leading causes of death
in our community. Numerous community orga-
nizations, non-profits, and government agen-
cies have partnered to promote research and
community engagement to assist cancer pa-
tients and their families. Increased educational
campaigns have also been ongoing to raise
awareness of cancer and ways to reduce
risks. Speaker Cruz’s bill is an important com-
pliment to these efforts, and | commend him,
his staff, and all community stakeholders who
were critical to its passage.

| have had the pleasure of working with BJ
on numerous policy initiatives and joined him
in supporting many of Guam’s community or-
ganizations and the causes for which they ad-
vocate. As a former attorney, judge, and Chief
Justice of Guam, and now as a legislator and
current Speaker of the Guam Legislature, he
has been a true public servant and champion
for our island.

| join the American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network in commending Guam Speak-
er BJ Cruz for his advocacy for cancer re-
search, outreach, and education, and for the
enactment of the Guam Child Protection Act of
2017. On behalf of the people of Guam, | con-
gratulate him, as well as his entire staff and
policy team, on this award, and | look forward
to our continued work together for our island
and community.

———

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF
LYNCH’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in honor of the centennial birthday
celebration of the City of Lynch on September
16, 2017, a remarkable milestone for a historic
coal mining camp in Harlan County, Kentucky.
linclude in the RECORD, an article published in
the Lexington Herald Leader on February 24,
2017, which provides a detailed overview of
our historic coal town in a story written by re-
porter Bill Estep entitled, It was the world’s
largest company coal town. As it turns 100, it
fights to stay alive.

In 1917, U.S. Steel purchased 19,000 acres
of land in Harlan County at the base of Black
Mountain, Kentucky’s highest peak, to produce
the coal needed to make steel during World
War I. By the 1940s, Lynch, Kentucky was the
“largest company-owned coal town in the
world,” boasting unmatched water and sewer
infrastructure in the area, a local hospital,
schools, retail stores, recreational activities
and a diverse workforce.

While our storied coal town has suffered tre-
mendous losses over the last century with the
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coal industry’s decline, it hasn’t terminated
their pride for the City of Lynch. The citizens
have honorably preserved the historic efforts
of local workers and immigrants from more
than 30 foreign countries who tirelessly
worked miles underground, producing enough
coal to power our nation for generations.

Today, the City of Lynch is embracing its
heritage and working to boost tourism to cap-
ture the historic treasures of this community
that served as the epicenter of coal production
100 years ago. | applaud the local leaders and
entrepreneurs who are reimagining the future
of coal country and working to integrate this
small, rural town into the digital economy.

Mr. Speaker, our Appalachian heritage is
uniquely defined by the sheer grit of the
mountain people who are determined to not
only survive, but thrive, in our small, rural
American towns. | am proud to join the City of
Lynch in celebrating its 100th birthday.

[From Lexington Herald Leader, Feb. 24,
2017]

IT WAS THE WORLD’S LARGEST COMPANY COAL
TowN. As IT TURNS 100, IT FIGHTS TO STAY
ALIVE

(By Bill Estep)

LYNCH.—The valley along Looney Creek in
Harlan County was a wooded wilderness in
1917 when U.S. Steel, hungry for coal to
make steel during World War I, bought 19,000
acres and set about creating the largest com-
pany-owned coal town in the world.

The company built an entire town from
scratch—hundreds of houses, stores, schools,
a hotel, a hospital, a baseball field, a fire sta-
tion, water and power plants and industrial
buildings, including a machine shop and the
highest-capacity coal tipple anywhere.

Despite the buzz of work and grand inten-
tions, some thought the town would be a
flash in the pan.

The L&N Railroad refused to extend tracks
to Lynch from Benham, a coal town about a
mile away, because officials felt the town
would die after the war when demand for
steel went down, according to one history by
a U.S. Steel official.

The company built its own tracks, and
Lynch survived. The town at the foot of Ken-
tucky’s highest peak, Black Mountain, turns
100 this year.

In that century, Lynch has mirrored the
history of Eastern Kentucky as coal jobs
swung up and down and families moved out
to find work during hard times.

More than half the coal jobs in Eastern
Kentucky have disappeared since a precipi-
tous slide started in 2012. At the end of 2016,
there were fewer miners on the job in all of
Eastern Kentucky than there were at the
U.S. Steel mines at Lynch at their peak.

The town’s population has declined to less
than 800 from a peak of 10,000, and a third of
the houses are vacant, according to U.S. Cen-
sus figures.

Now, like the rest of the region, Lynch is
looking for a new way forward. Residents are
trying to promote tourism and small busi-
nesses to create jobs, and a study about the
possibility of merging with two nearby
towns is underway.

The challenges from an anemic economy
and a declining tax base are steep, but many
in Lynch have a fierce pride in the historic
town and are determined to breathe new life
into it.

A committee of volunteers is working to
schedule events each month to mark the an-
niversary. On Jan. 1, local churches rang
their bells for 100 seconds, and in February,
residents put up red ribbons around town.
The big event will be in September, with
plans for a car show, vendors, family games
and performances by several bands.
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Residents also have set up a Facebook page
where they are posting historic photos and
trivia about the town’s past.

The hope is that the centennial will be a
springboard for efforts to keep Lynch from
withering away.

“The city was built by coal but it can be
maintained by something else,” said Rev.
Ronnie Hampton, a retired mine inspector
who was the town’s first black mayor. ‘“‘As
long as we’ve got breath, we won’t give up.”’

Coal companies built hundreds of towns in
Southern Appalachia in the early 1900s.
Many were thrown together with cookie-cut-
ter houses, poor sanitation and few amen-
ities.

Lynch, however, was considered a model
town, with better-built houses of varying
styles; health care better than that available
to most people in the region; recreation op-
portunities that included 1lighted tennis
courts, the baseball field, a bowling alley and
dances at the hotel ballroom; paved streets;
a sewage system; and a company commissary
that was reputed to be the best department
store in Eastern Kentucky, according to his-
torians.

Italian immigrants used sandstone quar-
ried from the nearby hills to build impres-
sive public buildings.

‘““None of them rivaled Lynch,” James B.
Goode, a retired community college pro-
fessor who grew up in the neighboring coal
town of Benham and has studied the history
of Lynch, said of other coal towns.

The thought was that keeping miners con-
tent would enhance production and keep
down problems.

’A LOT OF FUN HERE’

Lynch resident Irene Florek, who is 100, ar-
rived in town with her family when she was
a few months old. Her father had moved from
a U.S. Steel coal town in West Virginia to
work at the new Lynch mines.

Florek lived near the baseball field and re-
members frequent activities including games
and parades. One local history recounts that
the company would close off the street to the
hotel when it snowed so kids could go sled-
ding.

“It was a lot of fun here at that time,”
Florek said.

The company history recounts milestones
from Lynch’s first 40 years, including a men-
ingitis epidemic that hit the area in early
1936. U.S. Steel banned church services and
public gatherings to try to limit the spread,
and set up a temporary hospital.

Six of the 100 Lynch residents who got sick
died, but the death rate was 80 percent or
more in nearby communities, according to
the company history, which attributed the
relatively few deaths in town to the good
medical care from company doctors.

In the Depression, people relied on gardens
to help get by and the Red Cross gave out
flour and other commodities, the history
said.

Lynch was a classic melting pot of white
people from the region, black people from
the South and immigrants of more than 30
nationalities. In 1921, nearly 60 percent of
the outgoing mail was to Europe, according
to one history.

U.S. Steel recruited black workers from
Alabama and other Southern states who
were looking for better work than
sharecropping, including some recruited
from older mines in the Birmingham area.

The company also had recruiters at Ellis
Island who used ship manifests to identify
European immigrants with mining experi-
ence that they could hire, Goode said.

The first load of coal left Lynch in Novem-
ber 1917. By June of 1920, the Lynch mines
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employed 2,300 men and the population of the
town had already reached 5,350, according to
a company history.

‘It was hustle and bustle here,” said Mike
O’Bradovich, a first generation American
whose father came to Lynch from what be-
came Yugoslavia and whose mother was from
Germany.

O’Bradovich followed his father into the
mines, working from 1974 to 2002.

The sense of pride many in Lynch felt was
rooted in immigrants making their way in a
new country, O’Bradovich said.

“The pride started when these people were
coming over, becoming Americans,” he said.

Generations of black residents have main-
tained ties to Lynch through the Eastern
Kentucky Social Club, which has chapters
around the country and sponsors a Labor
Day reunion each year, and through a home-
coming to Lynch each Memorial Day.

When a former city clerk was charged in
2009 with stealing $137,000 from the city,
leaving it strapped, the city council ap-
pointed Hampton to steer the city through
the crisis.

Hampton sent letters to Eastern Kentucky
Social Club members and former residents
seeking help, which brought in thousands in
donations.

Lynch was segregated until the 1960s.
Black and white employees worked together
in the mines, but black miners could not
move up to supervisory positions until win-
ning a lawsuit in the 1970s, and schools and
entertainment were segregated.

There was racial violence directed at black
residents in the Appalachian coalfields, espe-
cially in the early days, but there was a rel-
atively high degree of harmony between the
races at a personal level, historian Ron Eller
wrote in his 1982 book ‘‘Miners, Millhands
and Mountaineers: Industrialization of the
American South 1880-1930.”

Whites and blacks in the mines had to rely
on each other for their safety, and there
were not major differences in pay or living
conditions for miners of different races, Eller
said.

When the schools integrated in the mid-
1960s, U.S. Steel ‘“‘made it seamless,” said
Dwain Morrow, whose father, William Mor-
row, retired after working 40 years for the
company.

‘VIRTUAL REIGN OF TERROR’

Labor relations were another matter.

Harlan County had some of the most wide-
ly reported labor clashes in the country be-
tween the world wars. Coal operators used
control over the county’s economy and poli-
ticians to beat back organizing efforts, evict-
ing union members from company houses,
blacklisting them from getting jobs and pay-
ing the salaries of sheriff’s deputies who in-
timidated miners.

Lynch was not immune from the violence
associated with those struggles that ce-
mented the nickname ‘‘Bloody Harlan.”

There were shootings in Lynch, including
one fight at the bathhouse in which two men
died, Goode said.

“They didn’t hesitate to resort to vio-
lence,” he said of the union organizers and
the coal companies.

U.S. Steel and other coal companies ex-
erted authoritarian control over employees
and the economic, political and social life in
the county, John W. Hevener said in his 1978
account of the labor battles of the 1930s,
“Which Side Are You On?”’

When the United Mine Workers of America
tried in 1935 to sign up members at U.S. Coal
and Coke, the U.S. Steel division that oper-
ated Lynch, the company laid in a supply of
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tear gas and extra ammunition, barred orga-
nizers and followed union members and de-
stroyed their literature, Hevener wrote.

A state commission later said that a ‘‘vir-
tual reign of terror’ existed in the county,
financed by coal operators in collusion with
public officials, and that miners had been
evicted, beaten and mistreated.

Goode said U.S. Steel eventually accepted
the UMW at Lynch in the late 1930s, deciding
that the cost wouldn’t be onerous.

Pay and benefits for miners improved
under the union, said William Morrow, 94,
who lied about his age to go to work for U.S.
Steel at 16.

“It made it better,” Morrow said.

By the late 1950s, mechanization had elimi-
nated many miners’ jobs and railroads and
factories switched to other fuel sources, re-
ducing demand for coal.

Coal production hit a 50-year-low in Harlan
County in 1960, and the county’s population
dropped by nearly half between 1950 and 1970
as people left to find work, according to Cen-
sus figures.

U.S. Steel and other companies, including
International Harvester at neighboring
Benham, decided it was too costly to main-
tain company-owned towns. They tore down
many houses, sold others to residents, turned
over schools to county districts and gave of-
fices and other buildings to the towns, keep-
ing only their mining operations.

U.S. Steel eventually ended its involve-
ment in Lynch after more than six decades,
selling its mines to Arch Coal in 1984.

These days, the city is living month to
month financially and operates in the red at
times, said Mayor John Adams.

“Getting by—that would be optimistic,”
Adams said.

Arch stopped mining around town in the
late 1980s, cutting a key source of revenue
for the city from selling water to the mines.

Adams said the city needs more employees
but can’t afford to hire. When both of its
water-plant operators quit in January, the
mayor pressed his sons into service to keep
the plant going.

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL

But residents say Lynch also has assets to
develop its tourism economy, including the
beauty of the mountains, a fascinating his-
tory and its coal-camp houses and buildings.

Some of the original buildings in town are
still in use, such as the hospital and a build-
ing that was a bank and post office, which
now holds City Hall.

Kitty Dougoud, administrator of the Ken-
tucky Main Street Program at the Kentucky
Heritage Council, said she was not aware of
a more intact coal town.

““The potential is there,”” Dougoud said.

Neighboring Benham is home to the Ken-
tucky Coal Museum in the renovated coal-
company commissary and other historic
buildings, including the School House Inn,
which was a high school for decades begin-
ning in the 1920s but was converted to a
hotel.

Cumberland, Benham and Lynch have been
designated as trail towns. They are working
to develop hiking and horse trails, and
Lynch has started work on a campground.

The city received a grant to renovate the
old coal-camp fire station, which now houses
Fire House Gifts and Crafts, and a Christian
service organization called Meridzo Center
Ministries financed the renovation of a
building that housed a popular restaurant in
the 1920s across from the portal of a mine in
the center of town. The Lamp House Coffee
shop is in the building now.

There has been interest for years in restor-
ing more of the town’s old stone buildings,
but not enough money to match the interest.
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The town did receive financing to create a
unique attraction at the Portal 31 exhibition
mine. Visitors tour a restored section of an
underground mine where workers produced
more than 100 million tons of coal from 1917
to the early 1960s.

Recordings and animatronic displays tell
the story of mining and the town over dec-
ades, covering technology, safety concerns,
union organizing, and the rise and fall of
Lynch.

‘HERE TO HELP PEOPLE’

Residents say Meridzo also is a key re-
source for the town.

In addition to renovating the building for
the coffee shop, the ministry operates a con-
venience store, a gym, a veterinary clinic,
retreat centers and a stable in Harlan and
Letcher counties.

Meridzo sees its mission as helping people
with practical needs, including jobs, and in
the process share the Gospel of Christ, said
Lonnie Riley, who founded the ministry with
his wife, Belinda, in 1999.

“We’re here to help people,” Riley said.

Meridzo is working to recruit a chiro-
practor, and has started a facility to grow
shiitake mushrooms in sections of hardwood
logs in the old bathhouse where miners
cleaned up before going home.

There also is an effort underway to develop
a customer-service center to provide jobs lo-
cally.

Betsy Shirey, who is developing the
project, said her idea is a center where em-
ployees would field telephone calls and
emails for other companies, and could pro-
vide other services, such as bookkeeping and
marketing.

Shirey works for Humana, but after vis-
iting Lynch on mission trips coordinated by
Meridzo, she felt a spiritual calling to try to
bring jobs to the area.

She can do her job from home, so she
bought a house in Lynch and moved from
Louisville.

Shirey said the lack of jobs in the area has
helped create an attitude of entrenched
hopelessness for many people.

“We’ve got to build up some infrastructure
of meaningful work for people,” Shirey said.

MERGER AHEAD?

Some think merging services for Lynch,
Benham and Cumberland—or even merging
local governments—would put all three on
better footing.

The three lie end to end over a space of a
few miles and have been known as the Tri-
Cities for decades, but grew up as distinct
places, with their own schools and competing
sports teams, and have always maintained
separate city services.

With all three stretched thin, however,
their councils agreed to a merger study pro-
posed by the Tri-City Chamber of Commerce,
which said in its application for a grant that
with declining populations and tax bases, the
three towns ‘‘have struggled mightily in
their efforts to maintain basic services to
their citizens.”

The study will focus on how the towns
could form one government, how services
could be combined, potential savings and
how layoffs would be handled if needed.

W. Bruce Ayers, former president of South-
east Community and Technical College in
Cumberland and head of the chamber, said
many members believe merger is needed.

A merger would reduce costs, increase effi-
ciency and give the unified city a better shot
at government grants, Ayers said.

“I really fear for their existence unless
they are willing to come together and work
as one,” Ayers said.

It will probably be next year before the
study is done and the towns have to decide
on merging.
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Even if they do, Lynch won’t lose its iden-
tity in its second century, said Mary Jo
O’Bradovich, who with her husband Mike is
involved in the centennial committee.

‘““After 100 years, I don’t think anyone is
going to say, ‘I am from the Tri-Cities,””’ she
said. “Lynch will be Lynch.”

—————

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF ALICE LEE THOMASON
WALKUP

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
100th birthday of Alice Lee Thomason Walk-
up.

Alice was born on September 4, 1917 to Dr.
James Wiley Thomason and Virginia Land
Mizelle Thomason in Bullock County. She had
one brother and one sister that she called
“Denny” and “Son.”

Alice attended Huntingdon College in Mont-
gomery, Alabama and after Huntingdon at-
tended Tulane University in New Orleans,
Louisiana.

When she returned to Alabama, she worked
as a social worker in Bibb County, Alabama
and married Reverend Bob Walkup in 1943.
Bob was a Presbyterian minister in Ozark,
Alabama. They were blessed with four chil-
dren, seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

As the wife of a minister, she lived in nu-
merous states including Alabama, Missouri,
Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas and Tennessee.

Alice presently lives in Auburn, Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the 100th birthday of Alice Lee Thomason
Walkup.

———

HONORING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF VICKIE HALE

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to wish a happy 100th birthday to Vickie Hale
of New Richmond, OH.

Through her life, Vickie has been an incred-
ible member of our community here in Ohio’s
Second District. It's people like her who make
the world a lot nicer.

A retired school teacher and member of the
New Richmond Historical Society, Vickie has
spent her life dedicated to the life and im-
provement of her community and those
around her.

Her public service and example to other is
admired.

Vickie, as well as her husband John, a
World War Il veteran, have made New Rich-
mond a better place throughout their lifetime,
through their kindness and dedication to all.

Happy Birthday Vickie.
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HONORING RICK PANZAR ON RE-
TIREMENT FROM MORE THAN 24
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today | offer my
heartfelt congratulations to my constituent,
Rick Panzar, on his upcoming retirement after
more than 24 years of service to the United
States Air Force.

Since he began his service to our Nation,
Mr. Panzar has been assigned to the 366th
Fighter Wing, Mountain Home Air Force Base,
Idaho; the 5th Bomb Wing, Minot Air Force
Base, North Dakota; and since 2002, the
193rd Special Operations Wing in Middletown,
Pennsylvania. He’s deployed to Egypt, Bah-
rain, Turkey, Italy and Afghanistan. His numer-
ous commendations and awards, including the
Global War on Terror Service Medal, the Na-
tional Defense Service Medal, the Air Reserve
Forces Meritorious Service Medal and others,
are a testament to his courage, tireless work
ethic and character. His enduring legacy of
service to our Nation truly is commendable.

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, | commend and congratu-
late Rick Panzar upon his retirement and for
his service to the United States of America.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO HANNAH
ADAMS

HON. TED S. YOHO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate, honor and thank Ms. Hannah
Adams, a young constituent from my district,
for her exemplary service as a National Youth
Ambassador for the Hyundai Hope On Wheels
foundation to fight pediatric cancer.

Ms. Adams, a 14-year-old childhood cancer
survivor from Middleburg, Florida, was se-
lected to serve as a Hyundai Hope On Wheels
National Youth Ambassador in March 2016.

Since that time, Ms. Adams has traveled
across the country to share her story of cour-
age and hope and to inspire others to join in
the fight against cancer.

Ms. Adams joined Hyundai Hope On
Wheels in its mission to educate people about
pediatric cancer and to raise money—over
$130 million since 1998—to find a cure.

Over the last two years, Ms. Adams visited
many children’s hospitals and attended events
to stand in solidarity with other children and
families who are battling cancer or who have
been impacted by the disease.

Ms. Adams was only five years old when
she was diagnosed with a Stage 3 Wilms
tumor that enveloped her kidney, and she has
become one tough cancer survivor.

Ms. Adams is an inspiring example of brav-
ery for all of us, and | am exceptionally proud
of her for giving others hope. It is critical that
we encourage and support the kind of selfless
contributions this young woman has made.

Ms. Adams gives me hope for a better to-
morrow and a future where no child has to
hear the words, “You have cancer.”
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| wish Ms. Adams the best of luck with all
her future endeavors, and | urge my col-
leagues here in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating her as she
completes her service as a 2016-2017
Hyundai Hope On Wheels National Youth Am-
bassador.

TRIBUTE TO TRUDY CALDWELL

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring
best wishes and birthday greetings to Trudy
Caldwell as she celebrates her 50th Birthday.

She is an inspirational role model for those
who aspire to accomplish goals that may
seem impossible. She has shown a passion
for public service as demonstrated through her
committed and dedicated military career of 20
years. Further, Trudy has continued service to
our country as a civilian employee in the De-
partment of the Army. Trudy is one of the few
individuals to have served both as an enlisted
soldier and an Officer, ultimately retiring with
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. This is quite
an achievement; she has no doubt, overcome
barriers to realize these accomplishments as
both an African American and a woman.
Trudy’s academic achievements include com-
pleting both a Bachelor's and Master's De-
gree. Additionally, she has been awarded nu-
merous civic honors.

Trudy Caldwell’s military assignments have
taken her all over the United States and the
world. She has taken command on various
levels including teaching newly commissioned
officers at the Quartermaster Center and
School, served on the Joint Staff which is the
highest level staff in the Defense Department,
served with a team of staff officers to work di-
rectly with members of the Joint Staff 9-11
Commission, and served on the staff of the
Army’s Congressional Liaison Office. | am
pleased to say this is where | met Trudy
Caldwell during my first term in office. Shortly,
afterward while Trudy was attending graduate
school at Georgetown University, | was fortu-
nate enough to have Trudy spend a few days
a week as a “Graduate Intern” working in my
Washington, D.C. Office.

| am proud to call Trudy Caldwell my friend
and | am proud that she originally comes from
my district where her mother and other family
members still reside. | know that this is only
the beginning for Trudy; she has a prosperous
life ahead of her. | know that she will continue
to enrich the lives of future generations by
bringing new experiences and renewed hope
for those who aspire and dream of a better to-
morrow through the nonprofit she has formed
to assist youth.

May Trudy continue to bring joy to the
countless lives she has touched throughout
her life. She has been a true blessing to the
4th Congressional District and this nation. Mr.
Speaker, for these reasons | rise to give trib-
ute to Trudy Caldwell. | wish her a wonderful
celebration on her birthday and many more
years filled with good health and happiness. It
is a privilege to have this opportunity to cele-
brate and congratulate her on this special day.
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TRIBUTE TO MEMBERS OF THE
CIVIL AIR PATROL

HON. ROBIN L. KELLY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, | include
in the RECORD the following Proclamation:

Whereas, members of the Civil Air Patrol
(CAP), founded in December of 1941, have
honorably served our country for 76 years;

Whereas, CAP has moved its lllinois Wing
Headquarters to the lllinois Second Congres-
sional District at Bult Field in Will County;

Whereas, in all 50 states, as well as in the
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and the District of
Columbia, CAP serves the American Air Force
in times of need;

Whereas, CAP’s 57,000 members not only
protect the American people, but build and
support American’s next generation of leaders
through scholarships, education, and training;

Whereas, CAP diligently strives toward its
three main initiatives: aerospace education,
cadet training, and emergency services for the
U.S. Air Force. Through state and local of-
fices, CAP fosters an ethos of civil aviation
and public service in local conununities;

Whereas, the Civil Air Patrol volunteers per-
form 90 percent of the country’s inland search
and rescue missions;

Whereas, CAP’s lllinois Wing received an
overall “excellent” rating in its biannual U.S.
Air Force evaluation and rescue mission;

Whereas, the lllinois Wing operates out of
35 locations statewide, and hosts 622 adult
volunteer members, 543 cadets, 686 voting-
age members, 673 emergency responders
and 124 aircrew members;

Whereas, the lllinois Wing’s volunteer mem-
bers conducted 2,147 hours flown in 2015;

Whereas, the lllinois Wing flew 399 real-
world sorties and conducted 71 ground sorties
during 2015. In addition, its members led two
missing aircraft finds, four tornado or flooding
disaster relief missions, and 20 counterdrug
reconnaissance missions;

Whereas, the lllinois Wing hosts the John-
son Flight Academy, which attracts aspiring pi-
lots from all corners of this country; and

Whereas, the lllinois Wing conducted 62
training missions in 2015, which consisted of
357 flights and 229 ground sorties: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, by the House of Representatives
of the United States of America, That the con-
tributions of the lllinois Civil Air Patrol be rec-
ognized and honored.

———

SPECIAL TRIBUTE CELEBRATING
THE UNVEILING OF PONSIE B.
HILLMAN WAY

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the newly-chris-
tened Ponsie B. Hillman Way in Manhattan’s
Upper West Side celebrates a woman who
dedicated her life to social justice. This well-
deserving recognition will honor the indelible
impact Mrs. Hillman left on New York and un-
derserved communities around the country.
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Having faced personal discrimination as a
young African-American teacher in Maryland,
Mrs. Hillman’s earliest activism in the 1940s
and 1950s focused on education equity. After
Prince Edward County, Virginia closed its
schools in an attempt to evade desegregation
orders following the landmark Brown vs. Board
of Education ruling, Mrs. Hillman traveled to
Virginia with the American Federation of
Teachers to teach students without pay.

After moving to New York City in 1965, Mrs.
Hillman immediately stepped into multiple
community organizing roles. She was elected
to the Executive Board of the NAACP in Man-
hattan, and worked on affordable housing,
education, and health projects. Mrs. Hillman
also served as a leader of the local labor
movement. As a member of the New York City
Central Labor Council’s Black Trade Unionist
Leader Committee, Mrs. Hillman dedicated
many years of hard work to increasing leader-
ship opportunities for African-Americans in
their union branches. Over the course of her
life, Mrs. Hillman was recognized for her activ-
ism by the U.S. Secretary of Labor, American
Federation of Teachers, and the New York
City Central Labor Council, among others.

| am incredibly proud to represent so many
institutions and community groups that were
the recipients of Mrs. Hillman's service. The
renaming of West 71st Street and Columbus
Avenue on the Upper West Side, Mrs.
Hillman’s long-time neighborhood, will stand
as a testament to her important work as an
educator, civil rights activist, and New York
communal leader. | wish her family heartfelt
congratulations on this special occasion.

————

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT
OF DEBORAH HEARN SMITH
AFTER 47 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
THE GIRL SCOUTS OF CENTRAL
INDIANA

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Deborah Hearn Smith of
the Girl Scouts of Central Indiana. For over
four decades Smith facilitated the opportunity
for our daughters in Central Indiana to be-
come confident young leaders through engag-
ing the world around them and building posi-
tive relationships with their peers and them-
selves. Smith’'s exemplary leadership and
dedication to the Girl Scouts of Central Indi-
ana has enriched the lives of over one million
young women in our community, building gen-
erations of confident, courageous, and prin-
cipled Hoosiers. The people of Indiana’s Fifth
Congressional District are forever grateful for
Deborah Hearn Smith’s commitment to making
Central Indiana, a welcoming place of oppor-
tunity for our young women.

A life-long Hoosier from Indianapolis, Smith
attended IPS 60, then went on to Shortridge
High School. She graduated in the class of
1966. And she was later inducted into the IPS
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2015 for her out-
standing leadership. Following graduation from
high school she attended Kentucky State Uni-
versity to study English, History, and Political
Science. There she met her husband Ebe-
nezer Smith. She went on to later earn her
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MBA from Indiana Wesleyan University and a
Nonprofit Management Certificate from Har-
vard University. She has been a part of Girl
Scouts on a professional level since the early
1970’s; but, became involved in Girl Scouts
much earlier in life. She became a Brownie at
age 5 and then a Girl Scout at age 7. As a
young adult, she served as a day camp coun-
selor and director. At 17, she earned the
Curved Bar (now known as the Gold Award)
which is the highest achievement a Girl Scout
can earn.

Smith’s professional career with the Girl
Scouts began after graduation from Kentucky.
Initially only intending to help out that summer
for camping trips, the opportunity arose to be
a permanent member of the organization as a
field executive. She soon became the director
of camping services after two short years
later, a position she held until 1991. In 1991
she was promoted to Director of Facilities and
Technology. Smith was named CEO of the
Girl Scouts of Hoosier Capital Council in 2001
and became CEO of Girl Scouts of Central In-
diana in 2007, the first African American in the
Indianapolis region to be named to this posi-
tion, after the reorganization and merger of
five local Girl Scouts councils into one. The
merger, overseen by Smith, saves over $1
million dollars annually in administrative costs
and has made possible more program oppor-
tunities, greater community outreach, as well
as maintaining the tools necessary for adult
volunteers to ensure the girls continue to grow
and develop within the Girl Scouts. She leads
an organization that employs 200 permanent
and seasonal staff and operates on a $10 mil-
lion budget. In September of 2016, Smith
moved the headquarters to a permanent home
on the west side of Indianapolis. The 7-mil-
lion-dollar Leadership and Learning Center
boasts over 30,000 square feet and is located
on the Camp Dellwood campus. It provides
space for permanent staff and administrative
offices as well as room for leadership training
events and a dedicated annual cookie distribu-
tion location. This new facility will serve nearly
40,000 Girl Scouts and 18,000 adult volun-
teers and staff, annually.

During her time as CEO of the largest girl
serving non-profit in the state, Smith has fo-
cused on prioritizing diversity and inclusion.
Through initiatives such as Latinas Taking the
Lead, Smith sought to foster a culture of inclu-
sion and to further the Girl Scouts’ mission to
build girls of courage, confidence, and char-
acter, who make the world a better place. Her
work has taken the Girls Scouts to create
dedicated relationships with local housing
projects and often offers the only outlet for the
young women who live there. She has been
dedicated to providing any interested girl the
chance to experience the benefits of Girl
Scouts, regardless of their circumstances by
adhering to her philosophy that all girls, re-
gardless of ability or background, should have
a chance to succeed. As of 2011, in Indiana
thanks to her leadership, one in six Hispanic
girls and one in eight African American girls
are involved in Girls Scouts.

In 2014, Smith earned the Women of Influ-
ence Award from the Indianapolis Business
Journal for her work in removing barriers and
reaching out to poor and underserved commu-
nities. This award was given to only 20
women to recognize them for their outstanding
contributions to business, the arts and com-
munity and public service in central Indiana.
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Other awards include the Indiana Commission
for Women Torchbearer Award, Kiwanis Club
of Indianapolis Civic Award, Martin University’s
President’s Award, Black Police Association’s
Community Service Award, and Women’s Em-
powerment Leadership Award.

Deborah Hearn Smith has impacted the
lives of nearly one million girls through the Girl
Scouts. Smith has dedicated her life to fos-
tering courage, confidence and character in
the young women of our community. Thanks
to Smith, many generations of Hoosier girls
are prepared for their future as well-educated,
civically engaged, and philanthropic women.
On behalf of all Hoosiers, | wish to extend a
heartfelt thank you to Deborah Hearn Smith
for her 47 years of service. | wish the very
best to Smith, her husband, two children Law-
rence and Jason, and her four grandchildren
in her well-deserved retirement as well as in
the next exciting chapter of her life.

PRAY FOR BRECKLYNN

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of Childhood Cancer Awareness Month,
| rise today to recognize Ms. Brecklynn
Allgood, a young neighbor of mine from
Gainesville who has been battling cancer
since 2015.

Since her initial diagnosis, Brecklynn has
endured multiple surgeries and dozens of radi-
ation treatments. Each day that she spends in-
side the hospital deprives her of the normal
life that she has longed for—a life that in-
cludes simple joys like playing with her friends
and learning at preschool.

Despite her limitations, Brecklynn is a fighter
who welcomes each oncoming battle with a
smile on her face. | know this because her
positive attitude and determination have in-
spired thousands of Georgians, who now reg-
ularly send their love through Facebook and
show their support through “Pray for Breck”
yard signs and bumper stickers.

Mr. Speaker, | voted in favor of the
Gabriella Miller Kids First Act in 2014, a bill
that supports pediatric cancer research, and |
will continue to commit myself to supporting
legislation that brings our nation closer to a
cure.

For now, | ask that we pray for Brecklynn
and all other children battling cancer, for their
steadfast recovery and for their bright futures.
Brecklynn’s courage and persistence remain
an example for us all, and she will be in my
thoughts and prayers as she fights to beat her
cancer.

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER AS
PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 13, 2017
Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize National Prostate Cancer
Awareness Month this September and the es-
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timated 26,000 men who will die from this dis-
ease by year’s end.

Prostate cancer is a disease that develops
in the male reproductive system located in the
prostate. Among American males, prostate
cancer is the most diagnosed cancer and has
the second highest cancer-related cause of
death. My own father died of prostate cancer.
However, like many other forms of cancer,
early detection is vital to successful treatment.

As a nation, we have a duty and responsi-
bility to serve and save the American public.
Federal funding for prostate cancer research
has accounted for, on average, only 5 percent
of our nation’s annual cancer research budget
even though it is responsible for about 26 per-
cent of all cancer cases and about 9 percent
of cancer deaths in men. | encourage my fel-
low Members of Congress in joining me to
make prostate cancer awareness, research,
and early detection a national health care pri-
ority by ensuring adequate resources are
readily available to save American lives. When
it comes to saving Americans, we must see to
that everyone has a clean bill of health.

Our efforts to bring awareness to prostate
cancer must continue beyond the month of
September. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to help
raise and maintain awareness for this humane
cause and invite my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to join me in this fight. Though the
number of American men diagnosed with
prostate cancer has fallen by nearly 6 percent
each year over the past decade, we still have
a long ways until a cure can be found.

——————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
September 14, 2017 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

SEPTEMBER 19

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Stephen Censky, of Missouri,
to be Deputy Secretary, and Ted
McKinney, of Indiana, to be Under Sec-
retary for Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs, both of the Department

of Agriculture.
SH-216
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trator, all of the Environmental Pro-
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Committee on Energy and Natural Re- Committee on Health, Education, Labor,

sources
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Richard Glick, of Virginia,
and Kevin J. MclIntyre, of Virginia,
both to be a Member of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, and
David S. Jonas, of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel, all of the Department of
Energy, and Joseph Balash, of Alaska,
to be an Assistant Secretary, and Ryan
Douglas Nelson, of Idaho, to be Solic-
itor, both of the Department of the In-
terior.

SD-366

10 a.m.
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources

and Pensions

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Carlos G. Muniz, of Florida, to
be General Counsel, Department of
Education, and Janet Dhillon, of Penn-
sylvania, and Daniel M. Gade, of North
Dakota, both to be a Member of the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission.

SD-430

10:30 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation

To hold hearings to examine S. 1693, to

amend the Communications Act of 1934
to clarify that section 230 of that Act
does not prohibit the enforcement
against providers and users of inter-

tection Agency, and Jeffery Martin

Baran, of Virginia, to be a Member of

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
SD-406

Committee on the Judiciary
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Allison H. Eid, of Colorado, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Tenth Circuit, Annemarie Carney
Axon, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, Michael Lawrence Brown, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Georgia, Thomas
Alvin Farr, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of
North Carolina, and William M. Ray II,

active computer services of Federal to be United States District Judge for
and State criminal and civil law relat- the Northern District of Georgia.
ing to sex trafficking. SD-226
2:30 p.m.

Committee on Homeland Security and

SEPTEMBER 20 Governmental Affairs

9 a.m. Subcommittee on Federal Spending Over-

Special Committee on Aging sight and Emergency Management

To hold hearings to examine disaster pre- To hold hearings to examine end of the

To hold hearings to examine the vegeta-
tion management requirements for
electricity assets located on Federal
lands and to receive testimony on Sec- SR-253
tion 2310 of S. 1460, to provide for the
modernization of the energy and nat-
ural resources policies of the United
States, and H.R. 1873, to amend the

Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 to enhance the reliability of

paredness and response, focusing on the
special needs of older Americans.

year spending.
SD-342

the electricity grid and reduce the SD-562
threat of wildfires to and from electric 10 a.m. SEPTEMBER 27

transmission and distribution facilities Committee on Environment and Public

on Federal lands by facilitating vegeta- Works 2 p.m.
tion management on such lands. To hold hearings to examine the nomina- Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
SD-366 tions of Michael Dourson, of Ohio, to sources

Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine business tax

Subcommittee on National Parks
To hold hearings to examine encouraging

be Assistant Administrator for Toxic
Substances, and Matthew Z. Leopold,

reform.
SD-215

of Florida, David Ross, of Wisconsin,
and William L. Wehrum, of Delaware,
each to to be an Assistant Adminis-

the next generation to visit National
Parks.
SD-366
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