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people, strangers, when those planes,
those terrorists, attacked America.

We know that right down the street
here at the Tomb of the Unknown
where Arlington Cemetery is, where we
bury our war dead, we know, of course,
that that tomb stayed guarded, pro-
tected from that terror in the skies.
Remarkable people, these Americans.

And that is just the way it is.

——————

INCREDIBLE WORK DONE AT THE
ALEXANDRIA MEGA SHELTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the incredible work
performed by those running the Alex-
andria Mega Shelter in my district dur-
ing the Hurricane Harvey evacuation.

In Louisiana, we know too well how
devastating hurricanes and flooding
can be. When our neighbors in Texas
needed help, Louisiana answered the
call. At its peak, the Alexandria Mega
Shelter housed 1,800 people displaced
by Hurricane Harvey.

I visited with some of the victims
and the workers, and I want to share
with you some of the amazing work
that went on there. The shelter pro-
vided a roof and a bed for people whose
homes were flooded and destroyed; but
as a physician, I was most impressed
with the medical response that I saw at
the shelter. On short notice, local
healthcare providers banded together
to set up a clinic to meet the health
needs of these displaced people, includ-
ing dialysis patients who could not
miss treatments; if they did, they
could die. The clinic allowed most pa-
tients to be treated in-house right
there in the Mega Shelter, making
their stay in the shelter easier than it
might have been otherwise.

Additionally, the shelter was able to
send 1,800 pounds of donated medica-
tions and medical supplies to patients
in Beaumont, Texas, whose people were
struggling in the aftermath of the
storm just to get the medicines they
needed to survive themselves.

Local pilots and aviators donated air
time and resources to fly these medi-
cines and these badly needed supplies
to Beaumont where they could help
these good people.

I want to specifically mention the ef-
forts of the Louisiana National Guard;
the Louisiana State Police, including
Superintendant Kevin Reeves and his
troopers; Rapides Parish Sheriff Wil-
liam Earl Hilton and his deputies; and
Azar Kayal and his staff at the Lou-
isiana Department of Public Safety for
their role in assisting the people at the
shelter.

I also want to mention Dr. Spencer
Tucker, Dr. Emily Smith Grezaffi,
Laura Pickett, Melinda Sanders, Nici
English, Dr. David Holcombe, and all
those with the Louisiana Department
of Health, and emergency and local
pharmacies who helped meet the med-
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ical needs of all these people displaced
at this one shelter.

Recovery from Harvey will be dif-
ficult, and now our prayers and
thoughts are also with our friends in
Florida who are dealing with the ef-
fects of Hurricane Irma that just
passed. As tragic as these storms can
be, they also tend to bring out the best
in us as Americans, who always answer
the call to serve and help those who are
suffering. We are all one big family
when these disasters hit.

Thank you to all those at the Alex-
andria Mega Shelter who welcomed
these displaced people in their time of
need and hopefully made their ordeal a
little better.

————

NEW JERSEYANS EMBODY THE
BEST AMERICA HAS TO OFFER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, last
week I was outraged when President
Trump announced that he would be
ending the DACA program. DACA re-
cipients are contributing members of
our society, have no criminal record,
and have known only this country as
home. They work at leading American
companies. They have served our coun-
try in the military.

On the day of the President’s deci-
sion, I met with several young people
at Rutgers University in my district
who may now face deportation. I was
impressed by their courage in coming
forward to tell their stories and to
challenge the President’s reckless ac-
tion.

Some examples: Yeimi, a 17-year-old
from Freehold, left Mexico when she
was 1 year old. She said at the meeting
I had: ‘I do want to become something
in life, because that is why I am here.
I do not want this dream to be shat-
tered because DACA, apparently, is
going to be killed.”

Then there is Alma, a 23-year-old
from Perth Amboy in my district, who
added: “DACA has opened doors for me
that I never knew existed. The elimi-
nation of this executive order without
an appropriate replacement would not
only be devastating for DREAMers but
to the country as a whole.”” And I agree
with Alma.

Mr. Speaker, these New Jerseyans
embody the best America has to offer,
and I will continue to stand by their
side as we work together to protect
their DACA status. We need to pass the
Dream Act as quickly as possible.

———

JOLENE HERFEL, VICE PRINCIPAL
OF THE YEAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate an educator in my
district whose dedication to her stu-
dents has earned her an important
award.
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Jolene Herfel, who serves as the as-
sistant principal at St. Michael-
Albertville High School, was recently
named the Vice Principal of the Year
by the Minnesota Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals.

Jolene has served as assistant prin-
cipal at St. Michael-Albertville High
School for 9 years. She is known for
her strong leadership and commitment
to providing students with a great en-
vironment in which to learn and a top-
notch education.

She has shown her commitment by
consistently improving curriculum and
implementing many different programs
designed to assist her students. One
program she created is called Fresh-
man Connections which helps build re-
lationships between incoming fresh-
man students and their upperclassmen
peers.

Successful students are the key to
our future, so it is important that we
recognize educators like Jolene who
are guiding our students on the path to
success. Congratulations, Jolene, on
being named the Vice Principal of the
Year. You deserve it.

ST. CLOUD HOSPITAL IS RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF
THE MOST WIRED HOSPITALS

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the St. Cloud Hos-
pital for being recognized as one of the
most digitally connected hospitals in
the Nation. This is not St. Cloud Hos-
pital’s first major award. In fact, just
last year, they were named one of the
top 100 hospitals in the country.

As technology continues to develop
and advance, our Nation’s hospitals are
better suited to provide their patients
with the very best care possible, which
is exactly what the St. Cloud Hospital
does each and every day.

We are proud that the St. Cloud Hos-
pital is a leader in this healthcare in-
dustry and in utilizing useful tech-
nology, allowing patients to stay in
touch with their doctors and nurses,
renew Dprescriptions, gain access to
their records, and even take part in
virtual physician exams.

This high distinction is the result of
the healthcare providers and the infor-
mation systems staff working for
CentraCare Health and the St. Cloud
Hospital. Thank you for your service,
and thank you for making the St.
Cloud Hospital a leader in 21st century
healthcare.

THE HUBINS ARE NAMED THE PIZZA RANCH

FRANCHISEES OF THE YEAR

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Randall and Sheryl
Hubin, the owners of the Pizza Ranch
in Andover, on being recognized as the
Pizza Ranch Franchisee of the Year.

The Hubins received this award not
just because of their dedication to the
Pizza Ranch brand but also because of
their commitment to the Andover com-
munity.

Randall and Sheryl have owned the
Pizza Ranch for the past 4 years, and,
as a direct result of its success, not
only have they been named Franchisee
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