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The bill (H.R. 2430) was passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that with respect
to H.R. 2430, the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Colorado.

RACE FOR CHILDREN ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I feel
sorry for the Presiding Officer. This is
the second time in a week he has had
to listen to me talk on the floor.

I thank the Senator from Nebraska
for her graciousness in letting me go
first.

America, the Senate has passed the
bill. We passed the bill. Today, the Sen-
ate passed the RACE for Children Act
as part of the FDA user fee bill.

The RACE Act represents a break-
through for kids fighting cancer. Each
year, over 15,000 children will be diag-
nosed with the disease; 2,000 will lose
their lives.

Across America, pediatric cancer is
the leading cause of death for our chil-
dren. Previously, companies with new
treatments for adults studied their po-
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tential benefits for kids. Companies ex-
ploring medication for adult diabetes,
for example, also researched its poten-
tial for use in children. This research is
vital because it provides critical infor-
mation to doctors for treating sick
children. Specifically, it helps them en-
sure that the treatments and dosages
they prescribe are safe for young bod-
ies. But there was a gap in the law as
it existed before we passed this law.

Drug companies with new, precision
medicine for adult cancers did not have
to study possible value for pediatric
cancers. That meant our kids contin-
ued to receive older treatments—some
from the 1960s—which often had harm-
ful side effects and consequences that
can last a lifetime.

At the same time, breakthrough
treatments have become available for
adults, with better results and fewer
harmful effects. While these treat-
ments have great promise for kids, we
were not doing enough to explore that
potential.

Over the last 20 years, the Food and
Drug Administration has approved 190
new cancer treatments for adults but
just 3 new treatments for children. The
FDA saw that gap, and they asked us
to close it. That is precisely what the
RACE for Children Act will do. For the
first time in the country’s history, it
would require drug companies to study
the potential of promising adult cancer
treatments for children, closing this
gap in the law and opening the door to
promising new treatments for children
in need.

Before this bill, thousands of kids in
America lacked access to cutting-edge
treatments and precision medicine that
could have made the difference in their
struggle against cancer.

During my time in the Senate, I have
seen the anguish of too many parents
who learned not only that their child
has cancer but that they have little or
no options for treatment. This bill will
give them more options. It will give
them more hope.

For Delaney from Grand Junction,
CO, this bill could have been lifesaving.
She battled cancer for over 5 years but
passed away a year ago when she was
out of treatment options. I wish to
dedicate our work on this bill to her
and to all kids who are bravely bat-
tling cancer day in and day out around
the world.

We also should dedicate it to every-
one who called and wrote and shared
their family stories over the past
months. This bill would never have
passed without their voices. For people
interested in keeping the system the
same way, it was the voices of these
families—in many instances, people
who faced horrible tragedies in their
lives—who made this possible. Because
they engaged in this process, we passed
a bill that will give thousands of kids a
better chance to beat cancer and re-
claim their lives.

America leads the world when it
comes to treating cancer. We pioneer
the latest and safest treatments. Every
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American should have access to them,
especially our kids, whose bright lives
have just begun.

I want to recognize and acknowledge
all of the pediatric cancer groups that
came together to advance this bill, in-
cluding pediatric advocates, cancer ad-
vocates, and hospitals in Colorado and
around the country.

I also want to acknowledge, as al-
ways, the great leadership provided by
Chairman ALEXANDER, Ranking Mem-
ber MURRAY, and their staff for their
work on this and the FDA user fee bill.

Finally, I wish to thank my partner
in this work, Senator RUBIO, from Flor-
ida, for his leadership and passionate
advocacy on behalf of our kids.

This bill is a reminder that, when we
drop the political fights, we can focus
on fights that truly matter, such as the
fight against cancer, the fight for bet-
ter healthcare in this country, and the
fight for our kids and their future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

NORTH KOREA

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to discuss the grow-
ing threat from North Korea. Last
month, the North Koreans conducted
two intercontinental ballistic missile,
or ICBM, tests. The first came as our
Nation celebrated its Independence
Day. The second test was conducted
last week.

According to a number of reports, the
second test demonstrated sufficient
range to reach much of the United
States. This increasing threat is a con-
cern that I often hear about from Ne-
braskans.

For years, the United States has as-
sessed North Korea to have an ICBM
capability, but it was largely unproven.
In his 5% years in power, Kim Jong Un
has conducted more missile tests than
his father did during his 17-year reign.
Under an aggressive testing program,
North Korea has turned a theoretical
ICBM capability into an undeniable re-
ality.

Adding to the threat, they have made
progress beyond ICBM technology.
Over the past year, North Korea has
conducted several tests of a submarine-
launched ballistic missile. In February,
the regime demonstrated a new solid-
fueled, road-mobile ballistic missile.

Altogether, these developments re-
veal a dedicated, sophisticated develop-
ment program that is relentlessly pur-
suing weapons designed for no other
purpose than to threaten the United
States and our allies. The rapid pace of
development also indicates an increas-
ingly capable scientific industrial base
within North Korea.

Questions still remain about the re-
gime’s ability to miniaturize a nuclear
warhead, deliver it accurately, and
shield it from the stress associated
with launch and then reentry. We
should expect Kim Jong Un to over-
come these obstacles if the status quo
remains unchanged.
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