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to construct a restroom with funds
that have already been donated for this
purpose. This is in Kkeeping with a
broad policy of improving accessibility
of all the memorials on and around The
National Mall.

This bill is a long time coming. I
want to thank my bill cosponsors for
their support, Mr. Cook of California
and Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana.

I understand that our good friends
from the Park Service are watching
with excitement and pleasure this
afternoon as we take this up on the
floor. I urge my colleagues to support
this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
CoOK) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1073.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

REAUTHORIZING THE  HISTORI-
CALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION PROGRAM

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1135) to reauthorize the Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
Historic Preservation program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1135

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES HISTORIC PRES-

ERVATION PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZED.

Section 507(d)(2) of the Omnibus Parks and
Public Lands Management Act of 1996 (54
U.S.C. 302101 note) is amended by striking
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘and
each of fiscal years 2018 through 2024.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CooOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
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Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

H.R. 295, introduced by Congressman
JAMES CLYBURN from South Carolina,
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reauthorizes the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Historic
Preservation program.

Since 1988, the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Historic
Preservation program has awarded

over $60 million in grants to assist His-
torically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities with needed maintenance and re-
habilitation of historic buildings on
their campuses. These projects may in-
clude repairing damaged masonry, up-
grading electrical and plumbing sys-
tems, or fixing leaking roofs.

Although the needs of our Nation’s
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities exceed the amounts author-
ized by this legislation, future funding
provided to this program will help to
ensure that the rich history of these
campuses remains preserved for future
generations.

I urge adoption of this measure, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1135 reauthorizes
the Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Historic Preservation pro-
gram. This program provides grants to
revitalize and conserve historic struc-
tures at Historically Black Colleges
and Universities in Virginia.

I am very proud and grateful of the
five HBCUs we have in Virginia: Vir-
ginia State, Norfolk State, Hampton
University, Virginia Union University,
and Virginia University of Lynchburg.

I point out that the Nation’s first
elected African-American Governor,
Douglas L. Wilder, was a graduate of
Virginia Union University.

Since the program was first author-
ized in 1988, as Mr. COOK has said, there
has been over $60 million in grants to
help restore iconic structures on many
of these college campuses, and two-
thirds of this money appropriated has
been leveraged to generate matching
funds to maximize the impacts of tax-
payer dollars. But despite all the
progress made with respect to revital-
izing these campuses, there is still a
lot of work that remains to be done in
all 107 HBCUs.

Reauthorization and sustained sup-
port for this program is long overdue.
So I would like to thank my esteemed
colleague from South Carolina (Mr.
CLYBURN) for all of his hard work and
relentlessness to bring this bill to the
attention of Congress.

I urge my colleagues to join in sup-
porting this good bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
CLYBURN), the distinguished leader.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Virginia for yield-
ing me the time.

Mr. Speaker, as a student and former
teacher of history, I have worked dur-
ing my tenure in Congress to preserve
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and protect our Nation’s historic treas-
ures.

Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, commonly called HBCUs, are
some of the most important historic
educational institutions in our coun-
try. There are over 100 HBCUs in the
country, and eight of them are in
South Carolina. I proudly represent
seven of them and I am a graduate of
one.

Many of them have buildings and
sites on their campuses that have ex-
isted for over a century and are of
great historical significance. Unfortu-
nately, many of the historic buildings
and sites on these campuses have dete-
riorated over the years and are at risk
of being lost if not preserved and pro-
tected.

In 1998, at the behest of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the United States
Government Accountability Office, the
GAO, surveyed 103 HBCU campuses to
identify the historically significant
sites on these campuses and project the
cost of restoring and preserving these
properties. The GAO identified 712 his-
toric buildings and sites, and projected
a cost of $7656 million to restore and
preserve them. Each of these sites has
national significance to American his-
tory, and I believe we have an obliga-
tion to be stewards of these historic
treasures.

In 2003, working with our former col-
league Jim Hansen of Utah and our
current colleague and my dear friend
JIMMY DUNCAN of Tennessee, Congress
expanded the program and authorized
expenditures of $10 million annually for
5 years. I have seen the results first-
hand. Last year, Allen University re-
dedicated the historic Chappelle Audi-
torium on its campus in Columbia,
South Carolina, which was painstak-
ingly restored thanks to funding from
this program. Originally built in 1925,
this building was central to the cul-
tural life of African Americans in
South Carolina for generations.

In 1947, Reverend Joseph A. DelLaine
attended an NAACP event at Chappelle
Auditorium that inspired him to orga-
nize Black families in Clarendon Coun-
ty to petition their school district to
provide buses for Black students who,
at the time, were forced to make a
daily walk of 9.4 miles to school. That
was 9.4 miles to school and 9.4 miles
back home.

The legal case that grew from this
petition, Briggs v. Elliott, precipitated
the frontal attack on segregation in
the country and was later combined
with four other cases that became
Brown v. Board of Education of To-
peka, Kansas, at the Supreme Court.
Overturning the separate-but-equal fal-
lacy, Brown ended legal segregation
throughout America.

This is just a singular example of the
history living on HBCU campuses. Be-
cause of our past efforts, historic build-
ings and sites at 59 HBCUs in 20 States
have received funding from this pro-
gram. However, many historic struc-
tures are still endangered.
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Consequently, in the omnibus appro-
priations bill for 2017, which passed
earlier this year, Congress included $4
million for HBCU Historic Preservation
so that we could continue this
progress.

Last year, the House passed this bill
unanimously, but it was not taken up
by the Senate. I thank Chairman
BIsHOP and Ranking Member GRIJALVA
for supporting it again today. This bill
is supported by the United Negro Col-
lege Fund, the Thurgood Marshall Col-
lege Fund, and the National Trust for
Historic Preservation.

The HBCU Historic Preservation pro-
gram serves as an essential purpose to
HBCUs, which have a special place in
the fabric of American history, culture,
and education. Countless individuals
have worked tirelessly to cultivate
HBCUs, and their legacy is seen in
graduates whose achievements adorn
the pages of American history. From
Booker T. Washington, to Mary
McLeod Bethune, W.E.B. DuBois, to
Martin Luther King, Jr., HBCU vision-
aries and graduates have set powerful
examples of leadership.

The legacy of HBCUs is one of signifi-
cant courage and steadfast determina-
tion. The structures on these campuses
across the country are living testa-
ments to African-American history,
and they deserve to be stabilized and
restored. HBCUs are among America’s
national treasures that must be pre-
served and protected for future genera-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this needed legisla-
tion.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. ADAMS), a distin-
guished Member of Congress.

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the reauthorization of the HBCU
Historic Preservation program. There
are ten HBCUs in North Carolina. The
Johnson C. Smith University is in my
district.

I am pleased to see strong bipartisan
support that recognizes how integral
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities are to our Nation.

I am a proud graduate twice of North
Carolina A&T, a retired 40-year pro-
fessor at Bennett College—both HBCUs
in Greensboro.

Most of the structures that this pro-
gram will help preserve date back to
the founding of these schools, most
founded in the 19th century. These
structures teach us about the lengths
that African Americans went through
to be educated and to fight for their
place in American society.

They also provide important lessons
for today, reminding us of how far we
have come as a society and how these
structures were once built to cope with
Jim Crow America but now are used to
educate our future lawyers, doctors,
and politicians.
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They also remind us of how far we
have to go, how we must continue to
address the numerous inequities
HBCUs face compared to other univer-
sities when it comes to educating the
next generation.

Funding from this program finances
repairs that schools with large endow-
ments take for granted, repairs from
water damage, asbestos, lead paint, im-
provements to heating and ventilation
systems, and increased physical acces-
sibility for the disabled.

The program helps modernize HBCU
campuses, creating a suitable environ-
ment for learning and achievement,
while allowing these institutions to at-
tract prospective students who deserve
an education.

W.E.B. DuBois reminded us: Of all of
the civil rights for which the world has
struggled and fought for for 500 years,
but the right to learn is undoubtedly
the most fundamental.

In short, Mr. Speaker, this program
is necessary to update HBCU infra-
structure and maintain their competi-
tive edge as institutions of higher
learning supporting that fundamental
right.

The President has said these schools
are a priority for his administration.
They are absolutely a priority for me
as well as for my colleagues of the CBC
and the bipartisan HBCU Caucus. So
passing it proves that Congress can
come together to achieve something
substantial for these schools and con-
tinue the conversation surrounding
HBCUs.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, how much
time do I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia has 9% minutes
remaining.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3

minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUTTERFIELD).

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
good friend Congressman JIM CLY-
BURN’s bill to reauthorize the Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities
Historic Preservation program.

I have known JIM CLYBURN for more
than 35 years, and this has been his
passion ever since I first met him many
years ago. I thank Mr. CLYBURN for his
passion and his leadership on this
issue.

Since 1988, the HBCU Historic Preser-
vation program has provided more than
$60 million to HBCUs all across the
country to support infrastructure and
facilitate learning.

Both my undergraduate and law
school alma mater, North Carolina
Central University in Durham, an in-
stitution that I am now proud to rep-
resent in Congress, has greatly bene-
fited from the program.

And I might say that my father grad-
uated from Shaw University, which is
an HBCU, and later from Meharry Med-
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ical College. My mother attended high
school at Shaw University and grad-
uated from college at Hampton Insti-
tute, now called Hampton University.

Mr. Speaker, HBCUs fill a unique and
important role in our Nation’s higher
education system and in our country’s
narrative. Not only do HBCUs train our
workforce of the future by producing
the most African-American students
who can earn science and engineering
doctoral degrees, they are integral
parts of our national identity.

The more than 100 HBCUs spread
across the country house the books and
the memorabilia from freedmen and
former slaves dating back many years.

Many of the historic buildings on the
campuses of HBCUs were used as meet-
ing places during reconstruction and
during the civil rights movement.

HBCUs represent the past, the here
and the now, and the future of our
country. By reauthorizing this impor-
tant program through 2024, we can
honor the many important faculty and
students that have helped HBCUs en-
dure, support people at those institu-
tions today, and prepare our workforce
for the future.

I strongly support this bill. I com-
mend my dear colleague, Congressman
JIM CLYBURN, for his enormous leader-
ship on this important issue. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘“‘yes’ on this legis-
lation.
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Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ala-
bama (Ms. SEWELL).

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 1135,
to reauthorize the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Historic
Preservation program.

I am so grateful to Congressman CLY-
BURN for his leadership over the years
to strengthen and protect the Historic
Preservation program on behalf of our
Nation’s HBCUs. He has been a tireless
advocate on behalf of historic preserva-
tion of HBCUs, and I am honored today
to join him in this effort. Mr. CLYBURN
has worked tirelessly during his time
in Congress to preserve and protect our
Nation’s historic treasures and the leg-
acies of those who came before us.

Many of us have HBCUs in our dis-
trict. They represent a steep history of
student activism in the civil rights
movement. Many of the buildings,
sites, and historic records that exist on
these campuses have existed for over a
century and a half. In 1998, as a matter
of fact, the GAO found that there were
712 historic buildings and sites on
HBCU campuses. If we do not do more
to protect and preserve the vestiges
that remain, we will surely lose this
important history.

Tuskegee University is one univer-
sity in my home State of Alabama,
where Booker T. Washington, George
Washington Carver, and the Tuskegee
Airmen all made their place in our Na-
tion’s history.

Stillman College; Selma University;
Concordia College; Miles College;
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Talladega College; Alabama A&M Uni-
versity; and Alabama State University,
where my mother and father grad-
uated, are Historically Black Colleges
in the State of Alabama.

At Talladega College, these funds
were used to restore Foster Hall, which
was erected for girls and teachers in
1869, and is the oldest dorm on that
campus. This program has helped so
many HBCUs in my State. The build-
ings were nearly destroyed 5 years ago,
but the funds from the historic pro-
gram were used to restore the buildings
on Talladega’s campus.

When I think about my own district,
the Seventh Congressional District of
Alabama, at Miles College in Bir-
mingham, students were leaders in the
civil rights movement and led a selec-
tive buying campaign at local depart-
ment stores and major retailers in 1963.

Congress has recognized that we have
a responsibility to be stewards of these
great national resources since we first
enacted grants to HBCUs for historic
preservation in 1996. The program was
then expanded in 2003, thanks to Mr.
CLYBURN and others. Historical build-
ings and sites at more than 60 HBCUs
have benefited.

If we continue making investments
in this program, we can meet the dire
historic preservation and restoration
needs that remain at these threatened
sites. We must not only know our his-
tory, but we must also protect our his-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to continue this important
work by voting for this bill today to re-
authorize the HBCU Historic Preserva-
tion program through 2024.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
a graduate of the University of Vir-
ginia School of Law.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the manager of this legislation,
the cosponsors, Mr. CLYBURN, and so
many others who have been part of this
historic legislation for their leadership
on it.

Mr. Speaker, I rise as a member of
the bipartisan Congressional HBCU
Caucus and as an original cosponsor of
H.R. 1135.

H.R. 1135 would authorize the appro-
priation of millions of dollars from 2018
through 2024 to the Historic Preserva-
tion Fund to provide assistance for the
restoration and preservation of historic
structures at Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities.

Let me indicate that this has been a
long journey. The reauthorization is
very special and emotional to many of
us. As many of us know, Historically
Black Colleges and Universities came
at the wake of the ending of slavery
and were a place of refuge for so many
students.

I am reminded of those individuals
who, as freed slaves, told stories of
walking miles to be able to get to a
school like Fisk University or to a
school for so many in North Carolina
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and South Carolina or all throughout
the South. They were great refuges for
individuals who wanted a better life.

It is important to note that in the
1980s, the National Park Service award-
ed more than $65 million. These grants
require you to cover 30 percent of the
project. So it is not a handout. It is a
hand-up. It is preserving the history of
this great Nation.

I am very grateful to the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. When the ques-
tion is asked, ‘“What is the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and what do we
do,” I will say without shame that we
are the conscience of this Nation and
we recognize that we have a responsi-
bility to protect the vulnerable things
of this Nation, whether it be people or
things.

So the idea was to make sure that
not only students have a brilliant edu-
cation, but those who would seek
knowledge will be able to come to the
campuses of these Historically Black
Colleges and Universities.

I happen to represent two State
schools: Texas Southern University
and Prairie View A&M. There are many
HBCUs throughout the State of Texas.
We are grateful for the leadership that
they have given. They have history.

Soon I will be establishing what we
call the Emancipation Trail, which
chronicles the announcement of free-
dom in Texas. It was called
Juneteenth. It was 2 years that some
learned about their freedom after ev-
eryone else was free.

Those stories are being told at the
HBCUs, but at the same time, STEM
education is being taught. Oakwood
College, a historically Black college of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
educates huge numbers of doctors. I am
told it has the largest number of Afri-
can Americans that go into medical
school.

STEM is very important to our
HBCUs. Texas Southern University has
a renowned homeland security pro-
gram.

This is a good bill, and I thank my
colleagues for voting for this very right
and positive bill.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Bipartisan
Congressional HBCU Caucus and an original
co-sponsor, | rise in strong support of H.R.
1135, which reauthorizes the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Historic Preservation
Program.

H.R. 1135 would authorize the appropriation
of $10 million annually from 2018 through
2024 for the Historic Preservation Fund to pro-
vide assistance for the restoration and preser-
vation of historic structures at Historical Black
Colleges (HBCUs).

Specifically, H.R. 1135, reauthorizes $10
million in annual appropriations for the Na-
tional Park Service grant program supporting
the preservation of historic buildings on the
campuses of historically black colleges and
universities.

Since the 1980s, the National Park Service
(NPS) has awarded more than $65 million to
more than 80 HBCUs to repair historic build-
ings on their campuses.

To be eligible for grants under the program,
recipients have to cover 30 percent of the cost
of a project.
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Eligible projects include stabilization, ma-
sonry repair, removing lead paint or other haz-
ards, and the improvement of access for the
disabled.

Mr. Speaker, the Historically Black Colleges
and Universities Preservation Program exists
to preserve, and stabilize historic structures on
HBCU campuses through projects such as
structural stabilization, masonry repair, re-
placement of antiquated electrical and plumb-
ing systems, abating environmental hazards
such as asbestos, ameliorating termite dam-
age, and replacing leaking roofs.

The HBCU preservation project is critically
important because much of the history of Afri-
can Americans has been lost due to it not
being considered important enough by histo-
rians to study and the fact that many of the re-
positories of that history—black churches—
have been destroyed by arson.

| thank and my colleague, Assistant Demo-
cratic Leader JAMES CLYBURN for his work in
bringing this important legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud that one of the
greatest HBCUs in the country, Texas South-
ern University, is located in my congressional
district.

Texas Southern University has a rich history
with nine academic units, 1,000 dedicated
staff members, and over 9,200 esteemed stu-
dents.

Like most of my HBCU Caucus colleagues,
| have worked closely with my local HBCU to
provide funding and resources needed to en-
able them to fulfill their mission of educating
the next generation of social engineers and
conducting research programs addressing
issues of major concern to the African Amer-
ican community.

| was proud to spearhead the initiative that
brought more than $13 million in financial aid
relief for the students and campus of Texas
Southern University.

| also worked with TSU administrators to ini-
tiate digital archive projects to preserve the
records of two of its most distinguished alum-
ni, the legendary Barbara Jordan and Mickey
Leland, both of whom preceded me as the
Member of Congress for the Eighteenth Con-
gressional District of Texas.

| was pleased to facilitate a partnership be-
tween Comcast and TSU’s School of Commu-
nication to provide scholarships and intern-
ships to TSU students and in-kind marketing
services to the university.

| helped secure funding needed to establish
the Center for Transportation, Training and
Research in the TSU College of Science, En-
gineering, and Technology.

HBCU’s have played a critical role in Amer-
ican history.

As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stat-
ed:

The function of education is to teach one
to think intensively and to think critically.
Intelligence plus character—that is the goal
of true education.

HBCUs do not just educate—HBCUs have
and will continue to fill an important role in
education opportunity and engagement for mil-
lions of young people from diverse back-
grounds.

| ask my colleagues to support reauthoriza-
tion of the Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities Historic Preservation Program by
joining me in voting to pass H.R. 1135.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.



H5210

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
CoOK) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1135.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
PUMPED STORAGE HYDROPOWER
DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1967) to amend the Reclamation
Project Act of 1939 to authorize
pumped storage hydropower develop-
ment utilizing multiple Bureau of Rec-
lamation reservoirs, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1967

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Bureau of Rec-
lamation Pumped Storage Hydropower Develop-
ment Act’’.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY FOR PUMPED STORAGE HY-
DROPOWER DEVELOPMENT UTI-
LIZING MULTIPLE BUREAU OF REC-
LAMATION RESERVOIRS.

Section 9(c)(1) of the Reclamation Project Act
of 1939 (43 U.S.C. 485h(c)(1)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘and pumped storage hydropower devel-
opment exclusively utilizing Bureau of Reclama-
tion reservoirs’ after ‘‘including small conduit
hydropower development’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CoOOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN).

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California (Mr.
COOK), a valuable member of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, today, we are here to
consider a bill that aims to remove
barriers to improve our Nation’s water
and power infrastructure.

Just last Thursday, the House passed
a bill designating the Bureau of Rec-
lamation as the lead agency when it
comes to permitting new and expanded
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water storage projects. Today, the bill
before us seeks to clear up regulatory
confusion over the development of new
pumped storage hydropower.

Hydropower can and should be part of
an all-of-the-above energy strategy
now and well into the future. It is a re-
liable and emissions-free source of elec-
tricity that accounts for a majority of
the Nation’s total renewable elec-
tricity generation.

In my home State of Colorado, we
have over 60 operating hydropower fa-
cilities that generate more than 1,100
megawatts, including new projects
such as Carter Lake, South Canal, and
Ridgway Reservoir. However, as is the
case nationwide, there is potential for
new hydropower generation in Colo-
rado.

My bill, the Bureau of Reclamation
Pumped Storage Hydropower Develop-
ment Act, H.R. 1967, looks to pave the
way for additional clean hydropower
generation by clearing up regulatory
permitting confusion at existing Bu-
reau of Reclamation facilities.

We worked with our colleague from
central Washington State, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, on this bill. His interest
stems from a real-life example of where
it is unclear whether the Bureau of
Reclamation or the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission have permit-
ting jurisdiction on pumped storage
hydropower projects at the Columbia
Basin Project.

The project’s proponents want to
build a project that pumps water to
and from two of the project’s reservoirs
for hydroelectric generation. But be-
cause of potential dual permitting re-
quirements, there have been serious
delays in bringing this potential 500
megawatt project online.

Similar to a public law authored in
2013 by our committee colleague and
fellow Coloradan, ScoTT TIPTON, that
cleared up confusion on the Bureau of
Reclamation’s pipes and canals, my
bill makes it clear that the Bureau of
Reclamation is the lead agency that
will oversee pumped storage develop-
ment for projects exclusively utilizing
the agency’s facilities.

The regulatory clarification in my
bill will help pave the way for more
pumped storage by incentivizing devel-
opers who will, in turn, pay the Amer-
ican taxpayers for the use of Federal
facilities.

In a hearing earlier this spring of the
Water, Power, and Oceans Sub-
committee, which I chair, even our
friends on the other side of the aisle
agreed that we should be doing all we
can to incentivize clean, renewable hy-
dropower generation at existing Fed-
eral facilities. That is why this bill was
passed by the House Natural Resources
Committee by unanimous consent in
April.

I urge my House colleagues to join
me in promoting clean, renewable hy-
dropower generation as part of our Na-
tion’s all-of-the-above energy strategy
by supporting this bill, the Bureau of
Reclamation Pumped Storage Hydro-
power Development Act.
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Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1967 would amend
the permitting process for pumped
storage hydropower projects utilizing
multiple Bureau of Reclamation res-
ervoirs.

Currently, hydropower projects in-
volving Reclamation facilities are sub-
ject to either the FERC permitting
process or the Reclamation permitting
process, based on whether a Reclama-
tion facility was originally authorized
for hydropower development.

The unique nature of pumped storage
projects, which require the use of mul-
tiple separate reservoirs, can mean
that a single proposed project can be
subject to both Reclamation and
FERC’s permitting processes, since dif-
ferent reservoirs are under different
agency jurisdiction.

If enacted, H.R. 1967 would subject
pumped storage projects using multiple
Reclamation reservoirs to just the Rec-
lamation permitting process instead of
the process for both Reclamation and
FERC.

Like FERC, Reclamation’s permit-
ting  project requires authorized
pumped storage projects to comply
with the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act, the Endangered Species Act,
the National Historic Preservation
Act, and other statutory requirements.

While I believe that H.R. 1967 is a
commonsense bill and I support its pas-
sage, I also support ongoing efforts to
incorporate feedback from the Colville
Tribe in Washington State as this bill
advances to the Senate and proceeds
through the legislative process.

Mr. Speaker, I had the remarkable
opportunity to live in Switzerland for 4
years, and hiked and climbed many of
the Alps. It was fascinating to see the
high-altitude dams that made hydro-
power the dominant form of power in
the country. Eighty percent of all elec-
tricity was hydropower or nuclear.

I thank my good friend, Congressman
LAMBORN from Colorado Springs, for
his leadership on this issue. I encour-
age unanimous passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, as this
Chamber considers H.R. 1967, the “Bureau of
Reclamation Pumped Storage Hydropower
Development Act,” | would like to provide
some brief remarks regarding issues raised by
the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Res-
ervation.

The Colville Tribe has been participating in
a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission pro-
ceeding related a proposed pumped storage
project on Lake Roosevelt and Banks Lake in
north central Washington. A portion of Lake
Roosevelt is within the boundaries of the
Colville Reservation.

The Colville Tribe has raised several ques-
tions about the project's potential impacts to
culturally and economically important fisheries
in Lake Roosevelt, water quality, and to reve-
nues the Tribe receives from the Bonneville
Power Administration from the operation of the
Grand Coulee Dam.
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