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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room 253 of the
Russell Senate Office Building.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 10 a.m. in
room 406 of the Dirksen Senate office
building.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017 at 5:10 p.m., to hold a business
meeting.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on May 3, 2017, at 10
a.m., in room SD-226 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, May 3, 2017, at 10
a.m., in open session.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL

The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, May
3, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in open session.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON MULTILATERAL INTER-

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, MULTILATERAL IN-

STITUTIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC,

ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

The Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Multilateral Inter-
national Development, Multilateral In-
stitutions, and International Eco-
nomic, Energy, and Environmental
Policy is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
May 3, 2017 at 10 a.m., to hold a hearing
entitled ‘‘Global Philanthropy and Re-
mittances and International Develop-
ment.”

——
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
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today: S. Res. 151, S. Res. 1562, and S.
Res. 153.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

——

NATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS
FOR MISSING AND MURDERED
NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of and the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 60.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 60) designating May 5,
2017, as the ‘‘National Day of Awareness for
Missing and Murdered Native Women and
Girls.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 60) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of February 13,
2017, under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MAY 4,
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, May
4; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the House message to
accompany H.R. 244; finally, that at
10:30 a.m., Senator YOUNG be recog-
nized for up to 20 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
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fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators HATCH, WHITEHOUSE, and
MORAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Utah.

(The remarks of Mr. HATCH per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1015
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

———
SEVERE KANSAS WEATHER

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor this evening to talk about
winter storms that hit Kansas and sur-
rounding States over the weekend, de-
stroying crops and Kkilling livestock.
We face many challenges, and the Sen-
ator from Utah just described a serious
circumstance for many people in this
country. I applaud his efforts to try to
find the solution.

The challenges that we face in Kan-
sas after this weekend are another
vivid reminder of the difficulties that
each day our farm families and ranch-
ers face trying to produce a crop or
raise cattle. A farm family’s economic
situation can change in a moment’s no-
tice. What happened over the weekend
was 17, 18, 20 inches of snow and high
winds with a devastating blizzard, and
it was preceded by temperatures into
the twenties. The consequence to the
wheat crop is dramatic.

A weekend weather event like this is
often just an inconvenience for most
people. However, it is the difference be-
tween having a crop to harvest or hav-
ing nothing to sell. It is the difference
between earning a living and not earn-
ing a living. It is the difference be-
tween staying on the farm or ranch and
not being able to.

While the extent of the damage is
being assessed—and we don’t know ex-
actly what that will be—it is clear that
many wheat producers will likely have
lost their entire crop. We have about
7.5 million acres of wheat planted in
Kansas, and many of those acres—per-
haps up to about half—were harshly
impacted by this snowstorm and winter
conditions.

Having a bountiful production is es-
pecially important for farmers at times
of low commodity prices. That is what
we are in now. The price of wheat, and
the price of cattle, the price of corn,
they are historically low. These are al-
ready challenging times. While the
overall farm income, as a result of
that, has been cut in half since 2013,
Kansas producers fortunately were able
to overcome that, to some degree, be-
cause we had bountiful harvests, great
crops, high yields. Yet the number of
bushels these producers will have to
sell now as a result of these storms is
clearly in question.

With low prices, we need high yields
and large harvests. We clearly will not
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