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RECOGNIZE THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATER-
NITY, INC. 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Incorporated. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated is 
a collegiate Greek-letter fraternity with a pre-
dominantly African-American membership. 
Since the fraternity’s founding on January 5, 
1911 on the campus of Indiana University in 
Bloomington, Indiana, the fraternity has never 
limited membership based on color, creed or 
national origin. The fraternity has over 150,000 
members with 721 undergraduate and alumni 
chapters in every state of the United States, 
and International chapters in the United King-
dom, Germany, Korea, Japan, United States 
Virgin Islands, Nigeria, and South Africa. 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated cele-
brated its 100th anniversary on January 5, 
2011, and is one of only four predominantly 
African American collegiate fraternities to do 
so. 

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated 
was founded by ten African-American college 
students, the Elder Watson Diggs, Dr. Ezra 
Dee Alexander, Dr. Byron K. Armstrong, Attor-
ney Henry T. Asher, Dr. Marcus P. Blakemore, 
Paul W. Caine, George W. Edmond, Dr. Guy 
L. Grant, Edward G. Irvin, John M. Lee. 

The fraternity sponsors programs providing 
community service, social welfare and aca-
demic scholarship through the Kappa Alpha 
Psi Foundation and is a supporter of the 
United Negro College Fund and Habitat for 
Humanity, the Saint Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, the Guide Right Service Program, 
along with the Kappa Leadership and Devel-
opment League. 

In addition to the community service con-
tributions made by Kappa men, these gentle-
men also make contributions and achieve in 
every field of human endeavor. Kappa men 
are leaders in the fields of law, business, edu-
cation, healthcare, athletics and entertainment. 
Also, eight members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus are proud members of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated: SANFORD 
D. BISHOP, Jr.; WILLIAM LACY CLAY, Jr.; JOHN 
CONYERS, Jr.; ALCEE L. HASTINGS; HAKEEM 
JEFFRIES; AL LAWSON; DONALD MCEACHIN; and 
BENNIE G. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the philanthropic and 
achieving spirit of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Incorporated. As a hard-working and generous 
group of men, you are admired by many for 
the vigor that you possess and for the service 
that you render to others. 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAM A. 
SCOTT ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate William A. Scott of New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey on turning 100 this May. Mr. 
Scott is the grandfather of my constituent, Mi-
chael Koolidge—a fellow veteran and syn-
dicated radio host in Rockford, Illinois. 

When World War II broke out, Mr. Scott an-
swered the call of duty and enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy. ‘‘Scotty’’ as his fellow sailors called 
him, was a Seaman Second Class and spent 
time working on torpedo bomber planes that 
were eventually deployed throughout the world 
in the Allied war effort. During his service, Mr. 
Scott was awarded the American Theater Rib-
bon and the World War Two Victory Medal. 

Following America’s victory, Mr. Scott re-
turned to work at the Calco Chemical Com-
pany in Bound Brook, New Jersey, working 
there for the next several decades as a Plas-
tics and Banbury Operator. After retirement, 
Mr. Scott traveled with his wife, Betty to all 48 
continental states in the same car, a Volks-
wagen Beetle to see everything this great 
country of ours had to offer. 

In addition to volunteering in his community 
for the Meadows Foundation historic preserva-
tion group, Mr. Scott has been a member of 
the American Legion Post 12 in Somerville, 
New Jersey for four decades, where he held 
several key positions, such as Sergeant at 
Arms and Honor Guard. He has continued to 
provide numerous memorial services for fellow 
veterans and servicemen during his time at 
the American Legion Post 12. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Sixteenth 
Congressional District, I would like to sincerely 
congratulate William, his grandson, Michael, 
and the rest of their family on this amazing 
milestone and life achievement. 

f 

CELEBRATING COMMERCE 
TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

HON. DAVID A. TROTT 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the opening of the new Commerce 
Township Community Library. 

Since 2005, the Commerce Township Com-
munity Library has served the residents of 
Commerce Township and Wolverine Lake by 
providing a wealth of knowledge for those of 
every generation. 

This year, they moved to a new location, 
one more centrally located within our commu-

nity, representing the vital role they play as an 
educational epicenter for residents. 

Commerce Township Community Library’s 
new location now offers a children’s reading 
room, allowing our community’s youngest 
minds to foster their creativity and imagination 
in a space created just for them. 

The over 10,000 additional square feet of-
fered by their new facility allows staff to con-
tinue to curate and grow their collection while 
preserving the vast knowledge already housed 
on their shelves. 

In an age of ever-changing technology, the 
dedicated staff who serve at Commerce Town-
ship Community Library have ensured they 
continue to evolve in a 21st century world, of-
fering eBooks, eAudiobooks, and eMagazines, 
along with free technology classes. 

As a place of learning and discovery, I ap-
plaud the Commerce Township Community Li-
brary for the vital role they play in fostering the 
continued learning and intellectual growth of 
our entire community. I look forward to wit-
nessing all of the great work they continue to 
do as they serve our community from their 
new facility. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
L’AMBIANCE PLAZA COLLAPSE 

HON. JAMES A. HIMES 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, April 23rd marked 
the thirtieth anniversary of one of the gravest 
tragedies in the history of the State of Con-
necticut: the collapse of L’Ambiance Plaza, a 
16-story tower under construction in Bridge-
port. 

I rise today to extend my condolences and 
pay tribute to the 28 workers who lost their 
lives in the collapse, the 22 survivors whose 
lives were forever changed, and the countless 
first responders and volunteers who spent ten 
days searching the debris for their friends and 
neighbors. The victims were family in the 
House of Labor—a collection of carpenters, 
ironworkers, and pipefitters—whose tragic and 
preventable deaths remind us that we must 
never give up the fight for safer workplaces. 

Today, 30 years on since this tragedy at 
L’Ambiance Plaza, I give my sincere thanks to 
the Fairfield County Labor Council, the Fair-
field County Building Trades, the Connecticut 
State Building Trades and the Connecticut 
AFL–CIO—all of whom have advocated for 
safer construction sites and workplaces. We 
owe it to the victims of this disaster to advo-
cate for measures that make Connecticut’s 
workplaces safer and protect the good men 
and women of Connecticut’s workforce. 
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THE FIRST 100 DAYS OF THE 

TRUMP PRESIDENCY AND ITS 
IMPACT ON MINORITY COMMU-
NITIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 1, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, thank you, Con-
gressman VEASEY, Congressman MCEACHIN 
and Congresswoman PLASKETT, for organizing 
tonight’s special order hour on environmental 
justice and Trump’s 100 days: ‘‘What do we 
have to lose?’’ I’d also like to thank Chair 
RICHMOND for his tireless leadership as the 
CBC continues to be the conscience of the 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a lot to lose under 
this administration—who at every turn—wants 
to roll back protections for our communities 
and for our environment. And make no mis-
take: communities of color are most impacted 
by these decisions and often bear the brunt of 
climate change and pollution. 

In my home district, West Oakland residents 
are disproportionately exposed to dirty air pol-
lution that is 90 times higher than the average 
Californian. 90 times. As a result, many West 
Oakland residents experience more asthma 
attacks, heart failures and strokes. On aver-
age, West Oakland residents have a higher 
death rate than other Californians just be-
cause of where they live. This is a shame and 
a disgrace. But these inequalities are not new. 

In 2013, the American Academy of Allergy 
and Asthma found that one in six African 
American children and one in nine Latino chil-
dren suffered from asthma compared to just 1 
in 15 white children. These numbers are unac-
ceptable and they should be a wake-up call to 
all of us to do more to fight for environmental 
justice. But with the current administration we 
must be ready for an uphill battle. 

Last weekend marked President Trump’s 
100 days in office—which is really just 100 
days of chaos, corruption, and dysfunction. In 
fact, the Trump administration has shown in 
the past 100 days that they are more com-
mitted to padding their pockets than protecting 
our planet. In three months, they have: 

Approved the Keystone pipeline 
Approved the Dakota Access Pipeline 
Proposed devastating cuts to the EPA 
And allowed dumping of coal mining waste 

into our streams. 
And with every executive order rolling back 

President Obama’s progress on climate 
change issues, the current administration lives 
up to its belief that saving our planet is ‘‘a 
waste of [America’s] money.’’ But I stand here 
today to say ‘‘Not on our watch.’’ 

Our children’s air, drinking water and futures 
depend on our ability to hold corporations ac-
countable for their emissions and waste. 

For some in our country, this is literally a 
matter of life and death, as communities of 
color are more likely to live near polluting fa-
cilities or be ignored when they notice high 
levels of lead in their water systems. We are 
all connected to our environment. It impacts 
everyone. It is time we recognize that an injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where. 

Mr. Speaker, the past 100 days have shown 
us that this will be a long and arduous battle. 

But we cannot afford to get tired—our very ex-
istence is at stake. We must continue to build 
a movement that can fight back against the 
constant attacks on our communities and on 
our planet. That’s why we’re here today as 
members of the Congressional Black Caucus: 
to show unified resistance by fighting for our 
communities, our environment, and especially 
our planet. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. CLIFF L. WOOD 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Dr. Cliff L. Wood, who will retire from his 
position as President of Rockland Community 
College in Suffern, New York, this June. 

Dr. Wood has dedicated more than 50 years 
of service to community college education, 
having served in senior management positions 
at five institutions. In his 13 years as President 
of Rockland Community College, Dr. Wood 
has spearheaded several important initiatives 
including a subsidized childcare center for stu-
dents and teachers and a new technology 
center, and has overseen growth in the Col-
lege’s enrollment, community involvement and 
workforce development. His tireless efforts at 
the College have helped improve the lives of 
thousands of students. 

In addition to his work at Rockland Commu-
nity College, Dr. Wood has volunteered his 
leadership to many organizations, including 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Rockland Holo-
caust Museum & Study Center, Rockland 
Business Association, and Rockland Economic 
Development Corporation. He served as Presi-
dent of the New York Community College As-
sociation of Presidents, and is a member of 
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Mid- 
Hudson Regional Economic Development 
Council. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Wood’s many accomplish-
ments in higher education, economic develop-
ment and civic involvement have had an unde-
niably positive impact on the communities he 
has served. I commend him for his out-
standing work, and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him for his five dec-
ades of dedicated service. 

f 

MAHAM SEWANI SELECTED TO 
REPRESENT TEXAS AT CON-
GRESS OF FUTURE MEDICAL 
LEADERS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Maham Sewani of Sugar Land, 
for being chosen to represent Texas as a Del-
egate at the Congress of Future Medical 
Leaders by the National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Scientists. 

Maham was nominated for this position 
thanks to her excellent academic record and 
desire to enter the medical profession. 
Through this program, she will meet some im-
portant leaders in the medical field, including 

Nobel Prize winners and top medical school 
deans. The Congress of Future Medical Lead-
ers is hosted to help motivate the top students 
in the country to pursue their desired careers 
in the medical field. Maham is a student at 
Awty International School and a member of its 
debate team. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Maham Sewani for being selected for this 
honor. We are extremely proud and expect 
great things from her in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MATTHEW 
BUTSON ON HIS OFFER OF AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Matthew Butson of Metamora, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. 

Matthew’s offer of appointment permits him 
to attend the United States Naval Academy 
this fall with the incoming Class of 2021. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies 
not only offers the opportunity to serve our 
country, but also guarantees a world-class 
education while undertaking one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of their 
lives. 

Matthew brings an enormous amount of 
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming Class of 2021. While attending St. 
John’s Jesuit High School in Toledo, Ohio, 
Matthew was a member of the National Honor 
Society, as well as serving on student council 
and as class vice president his senior year. 

Throughout high school, Matthew partici-
pated in football and basketball, serving as co- 
captain of the football team his senior year. I 
am confident that Matthew will carry the les-
sons of his student and athletic leadership to 
the Naval Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Matthew Butson on the offer 
of his appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Matthew will excel during his 
career at the Naval Academy, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in extending their best 
wishes to him as he begins his service to our 
Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
attend votes on May 1, 2017 due to a family 
medical issue. Had I been present, I would 
have voted as follows: YEA for rollcall vote 
237, YEA for rollcall vote 238, and YEA for 
rollcall vote 239. 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100 
DAYS LEAVE AMERICA WEAKER 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this past 
Saturday marked President Donald Trump’s 
100th day in the White House. Over the last 
100 days, Mr. Trump’s policy proposals, irre-
sponsible rhetoric, and controversial appoint-
ments have made our families and commu-
nities less secure, our businesses less con-
fident about the future, and our nation more 
isolated in the world. 

Despite total Republican control of Con-
gress, President Trump has been incapable of 
governing responsibly. Just this week—be-
cause of Republican dithering—Congress was 
forced to pass another stopgap spending bill 
to keep the government open for just seven 
days, denying Americans the certainty they 
deserve. 

The first 100 days have revealed a Presi-
dent who is proposing legislation and taking 
executive actions that hurt working Americans 
at every turn. 

TrumpCare, the Republicans’ disastrous 
health care bill, leaves 24 million Americans 
uninsured and causes out-of-pocket costs to 
skyrocket. It forces older Americans to pay 
higher premiums, rations health care for vul-
nerable children, seniors, and people with dis-
abilities, and weakens the solvency of Medi-
care. 

Huge opposition from Democrats and active, 
engaged citizens has stopped this legislation 
for now, but Mr. Trump is still working to sabo-
tage the Affordable Care Act. He has even 
threatened to cause the total collapse of our 
health care system and undermine the cov-
erage we all depend on for purely political pur-
poses. That is despicable. 

If working families were unsettled by Mr. 
Trump’s threat to their health care, his pro-
posed budget shows just how far backwards 
he wants to take our country. He wants to 
slash job training programs, hurt American 
seniors by cutting Meals on Wheels, slow 
down our communities by gutting infrastructure 
funding, and eliminate important investments 
in health research, education, and the arts and 
humanities. And Mr. Trump’s backwards budg-
et strips the Environmental Protection Agency 
of the resources it needs to protect public 
health and safety. 

As the Ranking Member of the House Inte-
rior-Environment Appropriations Sub-
committee, I know that the attack on the 
EPA’s budget is just one part of Mr. Trump’s 
all-out war on clean air, clean water, and our 
public lands. In his first 100 days, Mr. Trump 
and EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt have un-
done protections for clean water, allowed the 
continued use of dangerous neurotoxins, and 
reversed clean air rules that help stem the 
threat of climate change. In doing so, they 
have repeatedly ignored the findings of their 
own scientists. 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Pruitt’s denial of climate 
science and pledges to withdraw the United 
States from the Paris Climate Agreement are 
transforming our nation from the global leader 

in combating climate change into an environ-
mental rogue state. The only winners? Billion-
aires, the fossil fuel industry, and polluters that 
profit at the expense of our families, our com-
munities, and our planet. 

Billionaires and big corporations are also the 
big winners in Mr. Trump’s so-called tax re-
form plan. His proposal amounts to a massive 
giveaway to the wealthiest Americans adding 
trillions to the federal debt and leaving working 
families holding the bag. Since Mr. Trump has 
broken with precedent and kept his tax returns 
secret, we can only speculate about how 
much he and his family businesses will benefit 
from his tax plan. 

In fact, until Mr. Trump releases his tax re-
turns, a cloud of suspicion will hang over his 
entire White House. Given that Russia inter-
fered in our electoral process to help Mr. 
Trump win the election and his first National 
Security Adviser, Michael Flynn, left amid a 
Russia-related scandal, Americans deserve a 
complete and independent investigation. Yet 
Congressional Republicans continue to cover 
up for President Trump and are still blocking 
accountability and transparency. 

Every time President Trump has made 
alarming decisions, from an unconstitutional 
ban on immigrants and refugees to attacks on 
women’s health care at home and abroad, mil-
lions of engaged Americans have spoken up 
and spoken out against his dangerous and di-
visive policies. 

In Minnesota, I have seen engaged citizens 
make their voices heard at my town hall meet-
ings and vibrant demonstrations, like the 
Women’s March, the Tax March, and the 
March for Science. There is a consensus 
among the tens of thousands of Minnesotans 
I have spoken to: We want America to move 
forward and we will work to resist and stop 
Trump administration policies and proposals 
that take our nation backwards. 

After President Trump’s first 100 days, it is 
clear that we must join together to hold his 
White House accountable. In the next 100 
days, and all the days that follow, I will keep 
standing alongside my constituents fighting for 
the values we believe in. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 47TH 
ANNUAL CAP-TO-CAP PROGRAM 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Sacramento Metropolitan 
Chamber of Commerce—and, in particular, 
Program Chair Erica Taylor—for leading the 
47th Annual Capitol-to-Capitol program this 
year. As this delegation of business, civic and 
political representatives from the six-county 
Sacramento region concludes its program in 
Washington, D.C., I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing these fine Sacramentans. 

For nearly 50 years, the Sacramento Metro 
Chamber has organized an annual delegation 
lobbying program in Washington, D.C. This 
year, over 300 leaders from the Sacramento 
region descended on the capital for a series of 
meetings, field tours, and receptions to speak 

collectively as a unified voice for Sacramento’s 
business community. The delegation of volun-
teers organized itself into 12 policy commit-
tees covering key priority issues for the Sac-
ramento region, such as flood protection, 
transportation, health care, and workforce de-
velopment. I always enjoy meeting with the 
delegation teams and hearing about a variety 
of topics that are important to my hometown. 

I would especially like to commend the 2017 
Cap-to-Cap Chair, Erica Taylor of Golden One 
Credit Union. As a leader in the community, 
Erica spends her time serving on boards and 
organizations with the goal of improving Sac-
ramento for all. She has immersed herself in 
Chamber activities for years, including serving 
as a founding member of MetroEDGE, grad-
uating from the Chamber’s Leadership Sac-
ramento Program, and serving on the Cham-
ber’s board of directors. Outside of the Cham-
ber, Erica currently serves on the board of di-
rectors for KVIE, the Los Rios Foundation, 
and Sacramento Covered. Her commitment to 
the Sacramento Region is clear from her ex-
tensive civic involvement, and I want to con-
gratulate her on the impeccable job she did 
organizing and leading this year’s Cap-to-Cap 
program. 

Mr. Speaker, in large part due to Erica’s 
leadership, Cap-to-Cap this year was a signifi-
cant success for the Sacramento region. I am 
honored to recognize the Metro Chamber’s 
delegation for its economic and civic contribu-
tions to the Sacramento Region. On behalf of 
the people of Sacramento and the Sixth Con-
gressional District of California, I ask all my 
colleagues to join me in commending their un-
wavering commitment to Sacramento’s growth 
and development. 

f 

JUN-YONG WINS TEXAS STATE 
BAR ESSAY CONTEST 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Jun-Yong Kim of Katy, for placing 
first in the State Bar of Texas Law Day writing 
contest. 

The theme of this year’s competition was 
‘‘The 14th Amendment: Transforming Amer-
ican Democracy.’’ Jun-Yong won first with his 
essay, ‘‘Monsters of My American Dream,’’ 
which explores the meaning of the 14th 
Amendment through his perspective—a South 
Korean immigrant. Jun-Yong represented the 
Katy Bar Association and will be recognized 
for his first place win at the Texas Law Center 
in Austin, TX, where he will receive a $1,000 
scholarship. Jun-Yong is a student at Seven 
Lakes High School. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Jun-Yong for winning first place in the State 
Bar of Texas Law Day contest. We are very 
proud of his talented work and look forward to 
his future successes. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ABIGAIL 

YEAGER ON HER OFFER OF AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES MILITARY 
ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Abigail Yeager of Holland, Ohio has been of-
fered an appointment to the United States Mili-
tary Academy in West Point, New York. 

Abigail’s offer of appointment permits her to 
attend the United States Military Academy this 
fall with the incoming Class of 2021. Attending 
one of our nation’s military academies not only 
offers the opportunity to serve our country, but 
also guarantees a world-class education while 
undertaking one of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences of their lives. 

Abigail brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2021. While attending Springfield 
High School in Holland, Ohio, Abigail estab-
lished a tutoring program at Holland Elemen-
tary School, received a Youth Jefferson Award 
for Public Service, and was ranked third in her 
class. 

Throughout high school, Abigail participated 
in soccer, cross-country, track and field, and 
swimming, earning multiple varsity letters. Abi-
gail also served as a Student Ambassador to 
the Springfield Local Schools Board of Edu-
cation. I am confident that Abigail will carry the 
lessons of her student and athletic leadership 
to the Military Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Abigail Yeager on her offer of 
appointment to the United States Military 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Abigail will excel during her 
career at West Point, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in extending their best wishes to 
her as she begins her service to our Nation. 

f 

TO HONOR THE LIFE OF FDNY 
FIREFIGHTER WILLIAM TOLLEY 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with the support of my colleague, Congress-
man SUOZZI, to honor the life, service, and 
bravery of New York City firefighter William 
Tolley, who was killed in the line of duty on 
April 20, 2017. 

Congressman SUOZZI and I are saddened 
that New York has lost such a beloved hero. 
William Tolley was a courageous firefighter 
with Ladder Company 135 in Glendale, 
Queens and a respected community member 
on Long Island. Thousands attended his fu-
neral at St. Martin of Tours Church in 
Bethpage, Long Island, and many Long Island 
residents decorated their streets with red rib-
bons in remembrance. William’s memory was 
also honored in Queens as the flag at the fire-

house of Engine Company 286/Ladder Com-
pany 135 was flown at half-mast on the 
evening of his death. In addition, many 
Queens residents paid their respects with a 
makeshift memorial outside the firehouse on 
Myrtle Avenue. We believe that William’s dedi-
cation to protecting Queens citizens from harm 
and his service to the Queens community will 
never be forgotten. 

As a heroic New York City Fire Department 
(FDNY) veteran for fourteen years, William not 
only risked his life in the line of duty for his 
profession, but he also volunteered at the 
Bethpage Fire Department on Long Island. 
Congressman SUOZZI and I commend Wil-
liam’s unwavering selflessness that led him to 
dedicate both his career and free time to pro-
tecting fellow community members. 

William was not only a hero in the FDNY, 
but he was a beloved father, husband, broth-
er, friend, and neighbor. Outside of the uni-
form, William enjoyed being the drummer in a 
heavy metal band and being an active pres-
ence in his daughter’s school. William is sur-
vived by his wife, Marie, and his 8-year old 
daughter, Isabella. 

Congressman SUOZZI and I offer our deep-
est condolences to William’s family, friends, 
and the FDNY during this difficult time. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE CON-
CURRENT RESOLUTION EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE PARTHENON 
MARBLES SHOULD BE RE-
TURNED TO GREECE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce a Concurrent 
Resolution expressing the sense of Congress 
that the Parthenon Marbles, currently held in 
the British Museum, should be returned to 
Greece. Approximately 200 years ago, while 
Greece was under Ottoman rule, the British 
nobleman Thomas Bruce, seventh Earl of 
Elgin, removed over 100 pieces of sculptures 
known as the Parthenon Marbles and trans-
ported them to the United Kingdom. The Mar-
bles were part of a frieze that adorned the 
Temple of Athena. In 1816, the British Par-
liament voted to purchase the Marbles from 
Lord Elgin and they now reside in the British 
Museum. The other half of the Marbles that 
comprise the frieze are in the New Acropolis 
Museum in Athens alongside plaster replicas 
of the Marbles that were taken. Despite years 
of good faith efforts by the Greek Government 
to retain the Marbles, it has been unable to 
negotiate an agreement with its British coun-
terparts to return the Marbles to Greece. 

I am pleased that several Members of the 
British Parliament have recently expressed 
support for transferring ownership of the Mar-
bles back to Greece and return these cher-
ished artifacts to their rightful home. The Par-
thenon marbles are some of Greece’s greatest 
examples of artistic expression and beauty, 
and should be on display in their country of or-
igin. They are vital pieces of Greek history that 
belong to the Greek people. This resolution 
calls upon the two countries to come to an 
agreement to finally return these treasures to 
their rightful home. 

I want to thank Rep. GUS BILIRAKIS, with 
whom I co-chair the Congressional Caucus on 
Hellenic Issues, and Rep. DONALD PAYNE, Jr. 
for joining me as co-sponsors on this impor-
tant resolution. Rep. PAYNE’s father and our 
former colleague, the late Rep. Donald Payne 
Sr., was a great champion in this effort to re-
turn the Parthenon Marbles to Greece. I am 
proud to continue to call for an agreement that 
will put an end to this centuries-old dispute, 
and I urge my colleagues to support this reso-
lution. 

f 

WELCOME ALEXANDER FANCOURT 
MORRIS, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Alex Morris, the 
Deputy District Director of the Second Con-
gressional District of South Carolina, and his 
wife, Rebekah, on the birth of their son. Alex-
ander Fancourt ‘‘Court’’ Morris, Jr. was born at 
3:19 a.m. on Wednesday, April 12, 2017, at 
Palmetto Health Baptist in Columbia, South 
Carolina. Court weighed eight pounds and fif-
teen ounces and measured 21 and 1⁄4 inches 
long. He is the first child for the happy couple 
and I look forward to watching him grow as he 
is raised by talented parents who will be dedi-
cated to his well-being and bright future. 

I would also like to congratulate Court’s 
grandparents, Debra Morris of Elgin, South 
Carolina, and Major General Robert and Bar-
bara Livingston of West Columbia, South 
Carolina. Congratulations to the entire Morris 
and Livingston families as they welcome their 
newest addition of pure pride and joy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote 
numbers 237, 238 and 239. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on votes 
237, 238 and 239. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF OLGA BUDKE 
ON HER OFFER OF APPOINT-
MENT TO ATTEND THE UNITED 
STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Olga Budke of Findlay, Ohio has been offered 
an appointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Olga’s offer of appointment permits her to 
attend the United States Air Force Academy 
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this fall with the incoming Class of 2021. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies 
not only offers the opportunity to serve our 
country, but also guarantees a world-class 
education while undertaking one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of their 
lives. 

Olga brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2021. While attending Saint Wendelin 
Catholic School in Fostoria, Ohio, Olga was a 
member of the National Honor Society and 
was ranked first in her class. 

Throughout high school, Olga was a USA 
gymnastics competitor and participated in ka-
rate, archery and cross country. She also ob-
tained her private pilot’s license. I am con-
fident that Olga will carry the lessons of her 
student and athletic leadership to the Air 
Force Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Olga Budke on the offer of 
her appointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Olga will excel during her ca-
reer at the Air Force Academy, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in extending their best 
wishes to her as she begins her service to our 
Nation. 

f 

JOHNNY SPIRES NAMED 
PEARLAND POLICE CHIEF 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Johnny Spires of Pearland, TX, 
for being named Police Chief of the Pearland 
Police Department. 

Johnny has over 27 years of law enforce-
ment experience, having worked as a police 
officer, Sergeant, Lieutenant and Assistant 
Chief of Police. As Chief, he’ll oversee the 
budget, 17 divisions and over 200 Pearland 
City employees, while further strengthening 
community ties and ensuring its safety. His 
years of distinguished service in the Police 
Department will serve him well in his new role. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Johnny Spires, the new Police Chief of the 
Pearland Police Department. All of Pearland 
will benefit from him and his commitment to 
safety. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SALVATION 
ARMY OF MONROE COUNTY 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Salvation Army of Monroe 
County for 100 years of service in the commu-
nity. 

The Salvation Army of Monroe County ac-
tively ministers to both the physical and spir-
itual needs of those in our area. 

Under the leadership of Maj. Louise Bless-
ing and Lt. Karl Blessing, the organization cur-

rently provides a wide range of programs, in-
cluding a food pantry, homeless shelter, youth 
programs, emergency assistance, casework 
services, worship services, and much more. 

Through all these initiatives, they offer a 
helping hand to the most vulnerable and 
spread God’s love in their sphere of influence. 

Mr. Speaker, organizations like the Salva-
tion Army of Monroe County are woven into 
the very fabric of our community. They play a 
critical role in rebuilding lives, restoring hope, 
and serving those in need. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the Salvation Army of Monroe County’s 
100 year anniversary, and I pray for many 
more years of fruitful contributions to the com-
munity. 

f 

H. RES. 187, RELATING TO EF-
FORTS TO RESPOND TO THE 
FAMINE IN SOUTH SUDAN 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to thank Con-
gresswoman BASS, for bringing forth this crit-
ical resolution. I am proud to join my col-
leagues today in support of H. Res. 187, Re-
lating to efforts to respond to the famine in 
South Sudan. 

Mr. Speaker, as many of us know, the fam-
ine in South Sudan is one of the worst human-
itarian crises since World War II. Fighting and 
violence has forced over 3 million people from 
their homes, driven the South Sudanese peo-
ple into famine, and threatens the country’s 
independence. As we approach South Su-
dan’s winter season, communities facing fam-
ine will become inaccessible to humanitarian 
groups as roads become flooded, proving a 
dire need for our support and relief. 

Our responsibilities as elected officials ex-
tend much farther than the boundaries of our 
districts. It is our congressional responsibility 
to support U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment in its efforts to provide aid for those 
facing this devastating crisis and collaborate 
with relief organizations to ensure that families 
are receiving essential resources. 

If we do not act now, we jeopardize the mil-
lions of lives, put the long term security of 
South Sudan on the line, and threaten our 
goal for global peace. 

While a resolution and aid alone cannot 
solve this problem, it can save lives. We must 
continue our bipartisan efforts, and move for-
ward to allocate $1 billion in aid to ensure that 
all people have access to fundamental needs. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL TRENTON J. CONNER FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO THE NATION 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute the service of Lieutenant Colonel Tren-
ton J. Conner, who has served his nation and 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania admirably 
as Commander of the Letterkenny Munitions 

Center (LEMC) in Chambersburg, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Lieutenant Colonel Conner was installed as 
commander of LEMC in 2015, and has since 
led a dynamic effort to modernize both the fa-
cilities and logistical technology that allow 
Letterkenny to operate as one of our nation’s 
most efficient and effectual munitions centers. 
His leadership has helped turn LEMC into the 
Army’s premier munitions center, orchestrating 
the distribution, maintenance, and demilitariza-
tion of munitions from around the globe. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 9th District, I 
want to thank Lieutenant Colonel Conner for 
his selfless service, and moreover highlight 
the sense of purpose with which he has han-
dled every project managed in his time at 
Letterkenny Munitions Center. His leadership 
and the progressive changes he has made will 
live on, and it is with the utmost appreciation 
with which I wish him the best as he continues 
to serve his nation in new capacities. 

As he passes the guidon, I take great pleas-
ure in congratulating Lieutenant Colonel 
Conner on his prodigious accomplishments. I 
thank him for his tireless devotion to duty and 
continued service to the state and to the na-
tion. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALLENA ROSE 
ON HER OFFER OF APPOINT-
MENT TO ATTEND THE UNITED 
STATES MILITARY ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Allena Rose of Toledo, Ohio has been offered 
an appointment to the United States Military 
Academy in West Point, New York. 

Allena’s offer of appointment permits her to 
attend the United States Military Academy this 
fall with the incoming Class of 2021. Attending 
one of our nation’s military academies not only 
offers the opportunity to serve our country, but 
also guarantees a world-class education while 
undertaking one of the most challenging and 
rewarding experiences of their lives. 

Allena brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2021. While attending Whitmer High 
School in Toledo, Ohio, Allena was a member 
of the National Honor Society, student council 
and was ranked in the top five percent of her 
class. 

Throughout high school, Allena participated 
in varsity and club volleyball, including serving 
as a floor captain. Allena also participated in 
the Spirit Club and Mu Alpha Theta honors so-
ciety. I am confident that Allena will carry the 
lessons of her student and athletic leadership 
to the Military Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Allena Rose on her offer of 
appointment to the United States Military 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Allena will excel during her 
career at West Point, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in extending their best wishes to 
her as she begins her service to our Nation. 
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JOHN COBEAGA 

HON. DINA TITUS 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say 
goodbye and Godspeed to a longtime friend, 
John Mitchell Cobeaga. Mitch, his wife Sylvia, 
and their children have lived next door to us 
for some thirty years. We often hid the ‘‘pre-
sents from Santa’’ in our garage until Christ-
mas morning when the children could be sur-
prised by shiny new bikes. His law office was 
also next to my congressional office in down-
town Las Vegas and I often visited with him 
there. 

Mitch was well respected for his advocacy 
work for fellow veterans. Mitch graduated from 
the U.S. Airforce Academy and was a proud 
member of the 20th Cadet Squadron, ‘‘Tough 
Twenty Trolls.’’ He became a Wild Weasel 
fighter pilot and flew over 100 combat mis-
sions in Vietnam. After his military service, he 
founded the Veterans Ask-a-Lawyer program, 
a free legal program to help vets in need. 

Mitch also had a reputation as a hero for 
the little guy in the courtroom where he had a 
commanding presence. He contributed to 
many of Nevada’s largest cases, including the 
one involving the 1988 perchlorate explosion 
at the Pacific Engineering and Production 
Company which killed two people and caused 
billions of dollars in damage throughout the 
Henderson area. His colleague Robert 
Murdock noted that ‘‘he had a hand in men-
toring most of the lawyers in Southern Nevada 
at one point or another’’ and should be hon-
ored by having a courtroom named for him. 

Sylvia said that Mitch will be remembered 
for his intelligence, sense of morality, and the 
importance he placed on family. And he never 
took himself seriously, she said. He always 
had time for everyone he passed in the court-
room, office, and around town. We will all miss 
his warm laughter, his kind words, and his 
sage counsel very much. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH CENTRALIA 

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, this year 
marks the 150th Anniversary of First Baptist 
Church Centralia, founded in 1867 in Chester-
field County, Virginia Originally Salem African 
Baptist Church, the African American con-
gregation held its first 30 years of services 
under an arbor made of brush on a modest 
one-acre plot. The first building was officially 
erected in 1897 under the leadership of the 
Reverend T. H. Johnson, incorporating Gothic 
Revival and Colonial Revival style elements. 

Later this building was remodeled by Rev-
erend William Thomas into the historic building 
we know today as Centralia, featuring its sig-
nature twin towers. Under the leadership of 
Reverend Samuel Carter and Dr. Wilson E. 
Brown Shannon the church grew as a con-
gregation and as a spiritual beacon for its 
members. Dr. Shannon extended the reach of 
the church by expanding the Samuel Moss 

Carter Family Life Center to accommodate up 
to 150 preschool children, banquet amenities 
to accommodate 750 occupants, and other 
family life ministry facilities including an indoor 
Olympic sized swimming pool. 

Shortly after the groundbreaking of this 
highly anticipated Family Life Center, the His-
toric First Baptist Church Centralia was de-
stroyed by fire on April 16, 1996. Rebuilt to 
original specifications in 1997 following the 
arson attack, a rededication ceremony was 
held in celebration. On November 22, 2014, 
the Historic First Baptist Church Centralia was 
designated a Chesterfield County Historic 
Landmark. A Virginia Historical Highway Mark-
er was also erected in recognition of its histor-
ical and architectural significance in November 
2015. 

As First Baptist Church Centralia celebrates 
its 150th year anniversary, may your efforts 
and continued courage to spread the gospel of 
God through oratory teachings, community in-
volvement and leadership be commended. 

f 

HONORING LOUIS FARINELLA 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to express my sorrow at the loss of my 
friend Louis Farinella. Lou was one of the 
most dynamic men I know. 

He worked his way up from the bottom of 
the Philadelphia Electric Company to the post 
of Administration Manager. That was a sign of 
his talent. 

He was a Democratic Committeeman in the 
Ward 66 B for 45 years. He was also Chair-
man of the Parkwood Civic Association Zoning 
Committee. Those were signs of his commit-
ment to his community. 

He worked for me at the Philadelphia 
Democratic City Committee for 22 years. That 
was a sign of his loyalty. 

But most of all, Lou was Florence’s loving 
husband for 56 years. They had two children, 
Louis III and John and four grandchildren, 
John, Ryan, Tyler and Angela. He loved and 
was loved by his sister, Marie. Those were all 
signs of his heart. 

Mr. Speaker, Lou probably never knew how 
important he was to me. But, I know it. I miss 
him and I ask all of my colleagues to join me 
in giving the condolences of the House of 
Representatives to his family. 

f 

KATY PRINCIPAL NAMED DISTIN-
GUISHED PRINCIPAL FINALIST 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Kwabena Mensah of Katy, for 
being named as a Texas National Distin-
guished Principal finalist by the Texas Ele-
mentary Principals and Supervisors Associa-
tion (TEPSA). 

Out of 123 nominations, only eight were se-
lected as finalists for this prestigious honor. 
The National Distinguished Principal is the 

highest honor a principal can achieve, with the 
winner receiving $10,000 and a trip to Wash-
ington, DC, in the fall. Kwabena is the prin-
cipal at Polly Ann McRoberts Elementary 
School and was chosen as a finalist for being 
an engaging leader who’s created a unique 
learning environment. This year, Kwabena 
was named Principal of the Year at Katy Inde-
pendent School District and the Texas Alliance 
of Black School Educators. Way to go. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Kwabena Mensah for earning this distinc-
tion. Our children benefit from his commitment 
to education and we thank him for his hard 
work. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ELIZABETH 
SHAFFER ON HER OFFER OF AP-
POINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Elizabeth Shaffer of Hicksville, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado. 

Elizabeth’s offer of appointment permits her 
to attend the United States Air Force Academy 
this fall with the incoming Class of 2021. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies 
not only offers the opportunity to serve our 
country, but also guarantees a world-class 
education while undertaking one of the most 
challenging and rewarding experiences of their 
lives. 

Elizabeth brings an enormous amount of 
leadership, service, and dedication to the in-
coming Class of 2021. While attending Hicks-
ville High School in Hicksville, Ohio, Elizabeth 
was a member of the National Honor Society 
and class president. 

Throughout high school, Elizabeth served as 
team captain on the basketball, track, and 
volleyball teams, and participated in the 
marching band. I am confident that Elizabeth 
will carry the lessons of her student and ath-
letic leadership to the Air Force Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Elizabeth Shaffer on the offer 
of her appointment to the United States Air 
Force Academy. Our service academies offer 
the finest military training and education avail-
able. I am positive that Elizabeth will excel 
during her career at the Air Force Academy, 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing their best wishes to her as she begins her 
service to our Nation. 

f 

GIRLS OF STEEL 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend the 
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Girls of Steel Robotics team on winning the 
Engineering Inspiration Award at the 2017 
Greater Pittsburgh Regional FIRST Robotics 
Competition in California, PA. This award cele-
brates outstanding success in advancing re-
spect and appreciation for engineering within a 
team’s school and community, and it qualified 
them to attend Championships in St. Louis 
April 26–29, 2017 for the seventh year in a 
row. This was their best year at Champion-
ships, where they ranked 28 out of 68, with 6 
wins, 3 losses, and 1 tie match. 

I think that placing so high nationally and 
winning the Engineering Inspiration award at 
the regional competition speaks volumes 
about the dedication these young women have 
demonstrated in pursuing Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Math careers, sus-
taining their team, and collectively spending 
thousands of hours doing outreach in the com-
munity. Girls of Steel are often referred to as 
the hometown favorite robotics group and con-
tinue to be featured in videos, print media, and 
blog posts. In October 2016, they were rep-
resented at The White House Frontiers Con-
ference in Pittsburgh where President Obama 
recognized the Girls of Steel teams. 

George Kantor, Senior Systems Scientist at 
Carnegie Mellon University’s Field Robotics 
Center, won the prestigious Woodie Flowers 
Finalist Award at the Greater Pittsburgh Re-
gional competition. This award is presented to 
mentors in the robotics competition who best 
lead, inspire, and empower their teams using 
excellent communication skills. 

FIRST, which stands for ‘‘For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology,’’ 
is an organization dedicated to engaging stu-
dents in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) fields. The FIRST Robotics 
Competition allows students to apply creativity 
and critical thinking in the demanding and 
competitive field of robotics, all while instilling 
a strong sense of pride in the participants. 
Hundreds of thousands of students gain prac-
tical, team-based engineering experience 
through FIRST every year. 

As a founder and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Robotics Caucus, I believe competitions 
like these are important tools for helping 
young people to explore potential careers in 
STEM. I’ve witnessed firsthand the remarkable 
economic growth and job creation that these 
fields can bring in my home district, and I 
strongly believe that these fields are crucial to 
our nation’s future prosperity. I want to com-
mend organizations like FIRST for the impor-
tant work they do in encouraging young peo-
ple to pursue STEM careers. 

Sixty-three young women from 8th through 
12th grades associated with schools located in 
and around Pittsburgh represent this year’s 
Girls of Steel program, and in recognition of 
their hard work, intelligence, and teamwork, I 
would like to mention each of these inspiring 
young ladies by name. They are Alexandria 
Adams, Abhi Ajay, Aeryn Anderson, Peyton 
Balkovec, Arushi Bandi, Emilia Bianchini, 
Emma Burnett, Rosy Chen, Maya Cranor, 
Maansi Dasari, Hope DiGioia, Riley Doyle, 
Sofia Heller, Kristina Hilko, Madelyn Human, 
Rozie Fero, Corinne Hartman, Anna 
Jablonowski, Caroline Kenney, Isabelle 
Kowenhoven, Mary Laird, Jisue Lee, Agathe 
Legault, Rosie Li, Alice Liu, Sally Liu, Gayathri 
Manchella, Eve Mango, Jordan Martinez, Maia 
McCabe, Svea McCann, Sree Mekala, Chey-
enne Meyers, Abbey Murcek, Anna Nesbitt, 

Anne Kailin Northam, Jimin Oh, Helen Paulini, 
Lehka Pendyala, Ananya Rao, Priya Ray, 
Maı̈té Sadeh, Rachel Sadeh, Lauren Scheller- 
Wolf, Sarah Seay, Alexa Selwood, Swathi 
Senthil, Kriti Shah, Vivian Shao, Lauren 
Shovlin, Makayla Shreve, Amari Smith, Imani 
Smith, Kavya Soman, Ace Song, Adison 
Staskiewicz, JéanMarie Trichel, Mikayla Trost, 
Langley Turcsanyi, Anja Vogt, Janet Wang, 
Rebecca Wettergreen, and Ziya Xu. 

Additionally, I want to convey my sincere 
appreciation to the faculty and staff of Car-
negie Mellon University’s Field Robotics Cen-
ter, who have mentored the Girls of Steel 
since 2010. Because of their efforts, more 
young women experience real-world techno-
logical challenges and learn from some of the 
nation’s best at solving such problems. These 
experiences will certainly benefit these young 
women in the future, no matter what careers 
they eventually choose to pursue. 

I congratulate the Girls of Steel and wish 
them all continued success in their academic 
and professional endeavors. 

f 

HONORING KATHY KRUSE 

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY III 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Kathleen Kruse, a long-time mem-
ber of Senator Ted Kennedy’s staff and a tire-
less advocate for arts and cultural policy. 
Kathy is stepping down from her role as Vice 
President of Institutional Affairs and Assistant 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the John 
F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 
where she has served with distinction for the 
past seven years. 

Kathy had a long and accomplished career 
in the Senate as the Cultural Policy Advisor 
and Senior Counselor for Senator Kennedy for 
30 years. In this capacity and throughout her 
tenure, she was the staff liaison for Senator 
Kennedy to the Kennedy Center’s Board of 
Trustees. During her time in the Senate, she 
was a fierce advocate for arts organizations 
nationally, authored key Kennedy Center legis-
lation and served as a trusted liaison to and 
friend of the Kennedy family. 

I would also like to acknowledge the gen-
erosity of Kathy’s daughter, Sasha, who has 
supported her mother’s work in public service, 
and shared her with us during her many late 
nights in the Senate and at the Kennedy Cen-
ter. 

Kathy is a fixture in the arts and cultural 
landscape in Washington, DC and across the 
country, and she will be dearly missed. We 
are certain that she will find tremendous suc-
cess in her next professional ventures and 
that she will enjoy spending more time with 
her family. On behalf of the Kennedy Center’s 
Board of Trustees, I offer my sincere gratitude 
to Kathy for her many contributions to the 
United States Congress, the Kennedy Center 
and our nation. 

REMEMBERING FORMER BOULDER 
CITY MAYOR ROBERT STANLEY 
FERRARO 

HON. JACKY ROSEN 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
member and commemorate the life of Robert 
Stanley Ferraro, a pillar in our community and 
one of the longest-serving public officials in 
Nevada history, who passed away last week 
at the age of 81. 

Robert Ferraro served on the Boulder City 
Council for 31 years and was Boulder City’s 
first elected mayor, and successfully stood for 
election nine times. He knocked on every vot-
er’s door, and provided leadership to one of 
the most unique communities in our state. 

Bob led the effort to maintain Boulder City’s 
character as a special community, and to be 
the ‘‘Clean, Green Boulder City’’ that many of 
my constituents call home, and thousands visit 
each year. 

He was named Nevada Public Official of the 
Year in 1986, Community Leader of the Year 
in 2001, and led a life that was a true Amer-
ican success story, coming from humble be-
ginnings to be one of the great civic leaders 
in our state. He will be greatly missed, and my 
thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
friends. 

f 

PIMA COUNCIL ON AGING—50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Pima Council on Aging 
on its 50th anniversary of service to older 
adults and their families in Congressional Dis-
trict Three. 

As one of the nation’s oldest Area Agencies 
on Aging, Pima Council on Aging (PCOA) has 
advocated on behalf of older adults since the 
days when 30 percent of Americans aged 60 
and older lived in poverty. That number has 
been reduced by nearly two-thirds over the 
past five decades, but there is much work still 
to be done. PCOA’s efforts are tireless and 
they continue to be at the forefront of advo-
cacy and services to older adults in Pima 
County. 

The work done by PCOA and the aging 
services network is more critical now than 
ever before. Each day, up to 10,000 baby 
boomers are turning 65 and over the next 
twenty years, 75 million baby boomers will 
reach retirement age. In Pima County, older 
adults are the fastest growing portion of the 
population. Continuing to work towards solu-
tions and support systems to combat pressing 
concerns like the fear of falling and under-
standing the Medicare system are paramount 
to PCOA’s success and our communal suc-
cess. 

Over the years, I’ve come to know the orga-
nization well. Since the beginning, Marian 
Lupu was the zealous driving force behind 
better care and programs for older adults in 
Pima County, the State of Arizona, nationally, 
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and even internationally. One such initiative 
for better care was creating one of the first 
case management service systems for older 
adults in the United States in the early 1970s. 
After her retirement, I’ve watched PCOA thrive 
in the Tucson community, being a staple in 
the community for my constituents and many 
others across the county. They have contin-
ued as the leading force behind services that 
support older adults in living with dignity and 
independence in Tucson and throughout Pima 
County. 

Thank you for continuing to be a voice for 
change in our community. I look forward to 
working with PCOA in the future to advocate 
on behalf of older people in southern Arizona. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAMUEL 
KOVALESKI ON HIS OFFER OF 
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE 
UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Samuel Kovaleski of Findlay, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, 
New York. 

Sam’s offer of appointment permits him to 
attend the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy this fall with the incoming Class of 
2021. Attending one of our nation’s military 
academies not only offers the opportunity to 
serve our country, but also guarantees a 
world-class education while undertaking one of 
the most challenging and rewarding experi-
ences of their lives. 

Sam brings an enormous amount of leader-
ship, service, and dedication to the incoming 

Class of 2021. While attending Findlay High 
School in Findlay, Ohio, Sam was a member 
of the Distinguished Honor Roll and student 
athletic leadership team. 

Throughout high school, Sam participated in 
football, basketball, and track, serving as co- 
captain of the football team his senior year. I 
am confident that Sam will carry the lessons 
of his student and athletic leadership to the 
Merchant Marine Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Samuel Kovaleski on the 
offer of his appointment to the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy. Our service acad-
emies offer the finest military training and edu-
cation available. I am positive that Sam will 
excel during his career at the Merchant Marine 
Academy, and I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending their best wishes to him as he 
begins his service to our Nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-
BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-

terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

‘‘Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to four 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: Marieme Foote from Ithaca College; 
Naomi Mulugeta from Texas Tech University; 
Mitch Kuhlman, from American University; and 
Alexandria Johnson from the Madeira School. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:02 May 03, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A02MY8.028 E02MYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T15:57:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




