
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1847 March 15, 2017 
Whereas the United States Armed Forces 

are leading the Global Coalition to Counter 
ISIL and are deployed with Coalition allies 
within the territory of Syria and are work-
ing by, with, and through local Syrian part-
ner forces to defeat ISIL and stabilize terri-
tory taken from it: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) strongly condemns the regime of Bashar 

al-Assad for committing war crimes and 
crimes against humanity during the Syrian 
conflict, including the use of chemical weap-
ons, in violation of its obligations as re-
quired by United Nations Security Council 
Resolutions 2118 (2013) and 2209 (2015), and for 
the widespread use of torture, summary exe-
cutions, prolonged sieges, forcible reloca-
tions, and indiscriminate targeting of civil-
ians and humanitarian actors; 

(2) condemns the Assad regime and the 
Government of the Russian Federation for 
using indiscriminate cluster munitions on 
civilian areas and infrastructure and for the 
deliberate targeting of United Nations hu-
manitarian aid convoys; 

(3) urges all parties to the conflict, par-
ticularly the Russian Federation, Iran, and 
Iranian-backed militias, to immediately halt 
indiscriminate attacks, the imposition of 
starvation sieges, and other forms of warfare 
directed against civilians and civilian infra-
structure; 

(4) strongly urges all parties to the conflict 
to allow for and facilitate immediate, unfet-
tered access to humanitarian assistance 
throughout Syria, respecting the safety, se-
curity, independence, and impartiality of hu-
manitarian workers and ensuring freedom of 
movement to deliver aid, particularly in 
areas of Syria controlled by opposition 
forces; 

(5) affirms the neutrality of medical pro-
fessionals providing humanitarian assistance 
and health care on a non-political basis, and 
condemns attacks against such personnel or 
interference in the provision of medical care, 
particularly in areas of Syria controlled by 
opposition forces; 

(6) encourages the President to make it the 
policy of the United States Government to 
continue to coordinate a comprehensive and 
generous response to the Syrian humani-
tarian crisis, including assistance and devel-
opment, and protection of human rights in-
side Syria and in the region; 

(7) urges all parties in Syria to support the 
immediate and full implementation of 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 
2268 (2016), which calls for a cessation of hos-
tilities in the conflict, except with ISIL and 
al Qaeda and their affiliated organizations, 
to facilitate the provision of humanitarian 
assistance and reconstruction of war-affected 
communities in Syria; 

(8) affirms that the elimination of al Qaeda 
and ISIS safe havens in Syria, from which 
those organizations can plan and launch at-
tacks against the United States and its part-
ners, is a vital national security interest of 
the United States; 

(9) commends the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, the Syrian Arab Coalition, and other 
local, Syrian partner forces for their support 
of Operation Inherent Resolve and the efforts 
of the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL; 

(10) affirms that the stability of key Euro-
pean and Middle Eastern partners is vital to 
the national security of the United States 
and preventing the Syrian conflict from un-
dermining that stability is a top priority for 
the United States; 

(11) calls on the international community 
to continue to support neighboring countries 
and host communities who are generously 
supporting refugees and internally displaced 
persons fleeing the conflict in Syria; 

(12) calls on the President to continue the 
active participation of the United States 
Government in a robust and effective diplo-

matic process to achieve a political agree-
ment to the Syrian conflict; and 

(13) urges the President to develop and sub-
mit to the Committees on Foreign Relations 
and Armed Services of the Senate within 90 
days a strategy for providing long-term sta-
bility and security in areas seized from ISIL. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, 6 years 
ago, the Syrian people rose up against 
the tyranny of the Assad regime and 
hoped that the international commu-
nity would stand by their side in this 
monumental endeavor. Nearly half a 
million Syrians have been killed by 
this conflict. More than 13 million Syr-
ians have been forced to flee their 
homes and continue to face starvation 
and sieges by pro-Assad forces. Assad’s 
barrel bombs and Russian airstrikes 
still target hospitals and schools. Syr-
ia’s neighbors have provided refuge to 
nearly 5 million, mostly women and 
children. At the same time, many Syr-
ians continue to risk their lives in an 
attempt to find safety on Europe’s 
shores. 

In the vacuum left by Assad’s devas-
tation, extremist groups like ISIS and 
al-Qaida have found fertile ground. An-
kara, Baghdad, Beirut, Brussels, Paris, 
San Bernadino—these are just a few of 
the places impacted by ISIS. As long as 
the Syrian conflict continues, violence 
and extremism will continue to spiral 
out of the region. It is time for the 
United States and international com-
munity to hold the Assad regime and 
its backers accountable for their ac-
tions. The Trump administration 
should take an active role in resolving 
this conflict. The Syrian conflict has 
many dimensions—leaving this to the 
Russians and hoping that they can end 
this war is not a strategy. American 
leadership, along with support from re-
gional actors and the international 
community, is the only meaningful ap-
proach towards bringing peace to Syria 
and its citizens and justice to the 
Assad regime for its brutal actions. 

I am pleased to introduce this resolu-
tion with Senators MCCAIN and RUBIO 
and MURPHY that condemns the Assad 
regime’s blatant disregard for inter-
national law and human life and asks 
the Trump administration to pursue a 
strategy that can help bring the brutal 
conflict to a peaceful conclusion. The 
resolution also denounces Iran and 
Russia for their political and military 
support of the Assad regime and calls 
for protection of civilians and humani-
tarian workers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 88—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
SHOULD ENSURE THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA DOES 
NOT PERMANENTLY STORE NU-
CLEAR WASTE IN THE GREAT 
LAKES BASIN 
Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mrs. 

GILLIBRAND, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. 
PETERS, and Ms. BALDWIN) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 88 

Whereas the water resources of the Great 
Lakes Basin are precious public natural re-
sources, shared by the Great Lakes States 
and the Canadian Provinces; 

Whereas the United States and Canada 
have, since 1909, worked to maintain and im-
prove the water quality of the Great Lakes 
through water quality agreements; 

Whereas over 40,000,000 people in both Can-
ada and the United States depend on the 
fresh water from the Great Lakes for drink-
ing water; 

Whereas Ontario Power Generation is pro-
posing to build a permanent geological re-
pository for nuclear waste less than one mile 
from Lake Huron in Kincardine, Ontario, 
Canada; 

Whereas nuclear waste is highly toxic and 
can take tens of thousands of years to de-
compose to safe levels; 

Whereas a spill of nuclear waste into the 
Great Lakes could have lasting and severely 
adverse environmental, health, and eco-
nomic impacts on the Great Lakes and the 
people that depend on them for their liveli-
hood: 

Whereas 187 local, county, State, and tribal 
governments have passed resolutions in op-
position to Ontario Power Generation’s pro-
posed nuclear waste repository; 

Whereas tribes and First Nations’ citizens 
have a strong spiritual and cultural connec-
tion to the Great Lakes, and its protection is 
fundamental to treaty rights; 

Whereas Ontario Power Generation has 
promised not to move forward with their 
current proposal without the support of the 
First Nations that would be impacted; and 

Whereas, during the 1980s, when the De-
partment of Energy, in accordance with the 
Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, was study-
ing potential sites for a permanent nuclear 
waste repository in the United States, the 
Government of Canada expressed concern 
with locating a permanent nuclear waste re-
pository within shared water basins of the 
two countries: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the Government of Canada should not 
allow a permanent nuclear waste repository 
to be built within the Great Lakes Basin; 

(2) the President and the Secretary of 
State should take appropriate action to 
work with the Government of Canada to pre-
vent a permanent nuclear waste repository 
from being built within the Great Lakes 
Basin; and 

(3) the President and the Secretary of 
State should work together with their Gov-
ernment of Canada counterparts on a safe 
and responsible solution for the long-term 
storage of nuclear waste. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 9—RECOGNIZING THE 
GEORGE C. MARSHALL MUSEUM 
AND GEORGE C. MARSHALL RE-
SEARCH LIBRARY IN LEX-
INGTON, VIRGINIA, AS THE NA-
TIONAL GEORGE C. MARSHALL 
MUSEUM AND LIBRARY 

Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following concur-
rent resolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources: 

S. CON. RES. 9 
Whereas General George C. Marshall served 

as Army Chief of Staff during World War II, 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:24 Mar 16, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A15MR6.029 S15MRPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-14T07:22:29-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




