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COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

COMMITTEE 
The Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation be author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017, at 10 a.m., in room SH– 
216 of the Hart Senate Office Building. 
The Committee will hold a Hearing on 
‘‘Oversight of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.’’ 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 
2017, at 9:30 a.m., on the nomination of 
Hon. Elaine C. Duke to be Deputy Sec-
retary, U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs be 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 8, 
2017, in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, at 2:15 p.m. to conduct 
an oversight hearing on ‘‘Identifying 
Indian Affairs Priorities for the Trump 
Administration.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

of the Committee on Armed Services 
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., to receive a 
briefing on Cyber Security from the 
Defense Science Board. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
The Subcommittee on Strategic 

Forces of the Committee on Armed 
Services be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 8, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., to re-
ceive testimony on the Global Nuclear 
Weapons Environment. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Dr. Mary 
Schuh, a fellow in my Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee, be granted floor privileges for 
the remainder of the 115th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-

half of Senator SHAHEEN of New Hamp-
shire, I ask unanimous consent that 
Sonia Tarantolo, a foreign policy fel-
low in her office, be granted floor privi-
leges for the remainder of the 115th 
Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Tim Abram, a 
fellow in my office, be granted floor 
privileges through July 31, 2017. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGA-
NIZATION COORDINATION AND 
PLANNING AREA REFORM RE-
PEAL ACT 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 496 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 496) to repeal the rule issued by 

the Federal Highway Administration and the 
Federal Transit Administration entitled 
‘‘Metropolitan Planning Organization Co-
ordination and Planning Area Reform.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the bill be considered read a third time 
and passed, and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 496) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 496 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REPEAL. 

The rule issued by the Federal Highway 
Administration and the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration entitled ‘‘Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization Coordination and Plan-
ning Area Reform’’ (81 Fed. Reg. 93448 (De-
cember 20, 2016)) shall have no force or effect, 
and any regulation revised by that rule shall 
be applied as if that rule had not been issued. 

f 

APPROVING THE LOCATION OF A 
MEMORIAL TO COMMEMORATE 
AND HONOR THE MEMBERS OF 
THE ARMED FORCES WHO 
SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN 
SUPPORT OF OPERATION 
DESERT STORM OR OPERATION 
DESERT SHIELD 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee 
be discharged from further consider-
ation of and the Senate now proceed to 
the consideration of S.J. Res. 1. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the joint resolu-
tion by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 1) approving 
the location of a memorial to commemorate 
and honor the members of the Armed Forces 
who served on active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Storm or Operation Desert 
Shield. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the joint 
resolution be read a third time and 
passed, the preamble be agreed to, and 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 1) was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third 

reading, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The joint resolution, with its pre-

amble, reads as follows: 
S.J. RES. 1 

Whereas section 8908(b)(1) of title 40, 
United States Code, provides that the loca-
tion of a commemorative work in Area I, as 
depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Commemora-
tive Areas Washington, DC and Environs’’, 
numbered 869/86501 B, and dated June 24, 2003, 
shall be deemed to be authorized only if a 
recommendation for the location is approved 
by law not later than 150 calendar days after 
the date on which Congress is notified of the 
recommendation; 

Whereas section 3093 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 113–291) author-
ized the National Desert Storm Memorial 
Association to establish a memorial on Fed-
eral land in the District of Columbia, to 
honor the members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield; 
and 

Whereas the Secretary of the Interior has 
notified Congress of the determination of the 
Secretary of the Interior that the memorial 
should be located in Area I: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the location of a 
commemorative work to commemorate and 
honor the members of the Armed Forces who 
served on active duty in support of Operation 
Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield au-
thorized by section 3093 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 113–291), within 
Area I, as depicted on the map entitled 
‘‘Commemorative Areas Washington, DC and 
Environs’’, numbered 869/86501 B, and dated 
June 24, 2003, is approved. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 84, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 84) supporting the 
goals of International Women’s Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, on 
this International Women’s Day, we 
celebrate the remarkable social, eco-
nomic, and political achievements of 
women around the world, but we also 
take stock of the barriers that con-
tinue to prevent hundreds of millions 
of women from contributing their tal-
ents as equal members of the human 
family. 

As in years past, this year I am again 
joining with Senator SUSAN COLLINS in 
submitting a bipartisan resolution 
commemorating International Wom-
en’s Day and highlighting its goal of 
advancing the equality and empower-
ment of women all across the globe. I 
especially appreciate Senator COLLINS’ 
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unwavering support in working with 
me on this resolution. 

It has been said that no nation can 
get ahead if it leaves half of its people 
behind, and in the 21st century, wher-
ever women are respected and treated 
as equals, we excel, as the Presiding Of-
ficer knows, as legislators, as sci-
entists, as entrepreneurs, artists, in-
ventors, warriors, and in every other 
field. But the harsh reality remains 
that women make up some 51 percent 
of the world’s population, yet we ac-
count for an estimated 70 percent of 
those living in poverty and two-thirds 
of those denied even a basic education. 

So on this International Women’s 
Day, we celebrate women’s achieve-
ments, and we rededicate ourselves to 
achieving an equal voice, equal partici-
pation, and equal rights for all women. 
We also acknowledge that we still have 
much difficult work ahead of us. 

Research tells us that women and 
girls’ equality can be transformational 
for their communities and for entire 
countries, yet in some of the poorest 
parts of the world—and even in some 
wealthier countries—women and girls 
continue to be held back by injustices 
such as child marriage, sexual and do-
mestic violence, denial of education, 
and lack of access to contraception and 
maternal healthcare. 

In recent years, we have learned 
more about the intersection of so many 
of these issues that affect women. 
When girls are forced into early mar-
riage, when women are denied contra-
ception and have children at a very 
young age, this typically ends any 
chance to gain an education and in-
come-earning employment. This lack 
of economic influence means that 
women remain powerless within their 
families and, too often, within their 
communities. And this, in turn, can 
lead to violence against women and the 
denial of women’s most basic human 
and civil rights. 

The good news is that this same 
interconnectedness can work to em-
power women and to lift up commu-
nities. When women and girls’ rights 
are respected, when we have access to 
education and family planning serv-
ices, this unleashes women’s ability to 
participate equally in the community, 
in the workplace, and even in the polit-
ical arena. 

Indeed, we can now quantify so many 
of the positive ripple effects. For exam-
ple, each additional year of education 
increases a woman’s income by 25 per-
cent. We know that children born to 
educated mothers are twice as likely to 
survive past the age of 5. By mobilizing 
the talents of the previously neglected 
half of the population—in too many 
places—we create more stable societies 
and more rapid economic development. 

For decades, the United States has 
been a world leader in advancing and 
protecting the rights of women and 
girls around the world, including their 
access to contraception and family 
planning. In particular, I want to ap-
plaud the excellent work of the State 

Department’s Office of Global Women’s 
Issues. I am sponsoring legislation in 
this session to give this office perma-
nent authorization, with an ambas-
sador leading it. 

However, on this International Wom-
en’s Day, we must also acknowledge 
actions to abdicate America’s leader-
ship role in advancing women’s rights. 
Indeed, both at home and abroad, the 
Trump administration has exhibited a 
dangerous obsession with rolling back 
women’s reproductive rights. President 
Trump has promised to nominate Su-
preme Court Justices who will over-
turn Roe v. Wade. He has joined with 
some of the Republican leaders in Con-
gress in pledging to terminate funding 
for Planned Parenthood. 

In one of his first official acts, the 
President signed an Executive order re-
instating and expanding the Mexico 
City policy, also known as the global 
gag rule. This rule prohibits U.S. finan-
cial aid to many international organi-
zations that offer contraception and 
comprehensive family planning serv-
ices to women. 

As if the reinstatement of this policy 
weren’t bad enough, the administra-
tion’s Executive order dramatically ex-
panded the policy to apply to all U.S.- 
funded global health programs—so not 
just family planning and counseling 
programs. But we believe that this ex-
pansion will include our HIV/AIDS pro-
gram, known as PEPFAR, which has 
been so positive in saving so many 
lives in Africa. It was started by 
George W. Bush. We also think it will 
affect initiatives that fund the fights 
against the Ebola and Zika outbreaks, 
and this puts at risk 15 times more 
funding and millions more women and 
their families around the world. 

Taken together, all of these actions 
by the new administration I believe 
amount to an assault on the safety and 
well-being of women and girls across 
the globe. 

I have joined with Senator SUSAN 
COLLINS, Senator LISA MURKOWSKI, and 
45 other Senators in introducing bipar-
tisan legislation to permanently repeal 
the global gag rule. I believe—and it is 
well documented—that this is a mis-
guided policy that ignores decades of 
research. 

We shouldn’t allow extreme ideology 
to triumph over the urgent practical 
needs of women across the world. The 
facts make clear that when family 
planning services are accessible and 
contraceptives are affordable, rates of 
unplanned pregnancies and abortions 
go down. 

According to the World Health Orga-
nization, there is an estimated 225 mil-
lion women in the world who would 
like access to family planning services, 
and we know that makes a difference. 
Here in the United States, the abortion 
rate has dropped to the lowest level 
since 1943, a success that is directly at-
tributable to the reduced cost sharing 
for contraception under the Affordable 
Care Act. I can attest to that because 
in New Hampshire, we have one of the 

lowest incidences of teen pregnancy in 
the country. 

In January, we saw millions of 
women, men, and children, turn out for 
marches in Washington, New York, 
London, Nairobi, Tokyo, in my home 
capital of Concord, NH, and in dozens 
of other cities across the country and 
around the world. I think we can look 
at that as an early celebration of Inter-
national Women’s Day because what 
we heard from those marching was that 
we were marching in defense of the 
rights of American women, of Muslim 
women, of women of color, and of all 
women and girls across the globe. 

The world heard our message loudly 
and clearly. We will not allow our re-
productive rights and our human rights 
to be taken away. We will not allow 
women to be targeted for discrimina-
tion. We will not be taken backward. 

That was our message in January, 
and it is our message on this Inter-
national Women’s Day. We have fought 
long and hard for equal rights and 
equal treatment here in the United 
States. 

We are also celebrating women here 
in the United States. We have many 
women who have taken the day off to 
recognize the role that women play 
that is so significant in our society, 
and many of us are also wearing red to 
demonstrate that. So on this day of 
celebration and solidarity, we are de-
termined to go forward to build on the 
progress of recent decades, and we re-
dedicate ourselves to achieving re-
spect, equality, and justice for every 
woman in every community and every 
country across the globe. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
9, 2017 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, March 
9; that following the prayer and pledge, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and that morning business be closed; fi-
nally, that 30 minutes of the majority 
time on H.J. Res. 57 be under the con-
trol of Senator BLUNT or his designee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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