March 1, 2017

REPLACE ACA EXCHANGES AND
MEDICAID EXPANSION

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to support our President’s
plan to replace the Affordable Care
Act, but I want to stop and salute my
colleague, my neighbor to the north,
General DON BACON, and the great
State of Nebraska. As I tell people, I
have never met a bad person from Ne-
braska yet. General BACON continues to
represent his State in a great manner,
and I appreciate his friendship.

Madam Speaker, I rise to support the
President’s plan to replace the ACA ex-
changes and Medicaid expansion. This
is simply in a death spiral right now. It
is not working in Kansas. It is not
working in the country. We cannot af-
ford to go in that direction.

I am committed to helping those
with long-term health issues, as well as
those that get insurance outside the
workplace, to truly find quality, af-
fordable health care. We are not going
to turn our backs on anybody. We are
going to ensure there is a quality tran-
sition time for all patients.

———

REPEAL OBAMACARE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, we are excited today about
the renewal of the American spirit. One
big step in that renewal is the repeal of
ObamacCare.

The ACA is failing and the American
people are suffering because of it. Pre-
miums have skyrocketed and
healthcare decisions are no longer
being made by patients and doctors but
by out-of-touch Washington bureau-
crats often motivated by their own
self-interests.

In my State of Louisiana alone, some
insurance providers have projected
rates to increase as much as 41 percent
in 2017. There is nothing about that
number that is affordable, and many
are choosing to forego healthcare cov-
erage altogether, rather than suffer
under the weight of the new, increased
costs.

Some would suggest that a higher
cost should imply a higher quality of
care, but even that is not true under
our current system. In many areas
across the United States, ObamaCare
has removed nearly all competition in
the marketplace and has left con-
sumers with only one or two providers
to choose from, further removing pa-
tient choice from the process.

Patient-centered care is critical to a
productive healthcare system, and Re-
publicans in Congress have been work-
ing tirelessly to create a plan that ben-
efits all Americans. Quality, affordable
health care is within our reach. Con-
trary to what many in the media would
have you believe, we will not pull the
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rug out from under the American peo-
ple. Our focus is protecting patients,
and what we are offering is a real solu-
tion to the disaster that is ObamaCare.

KEEPING OUR PROMISES

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Madam Speaker,
we have a new era that has dawned on
American politics. Our citizens are de-
manding that we don’t conduct our
business as usual.

These are times that call for bold
leadership and bold action. Over the
last couple of years, my observation is
that we don’t need new solutions. We
have reforms for immigration, reforms
for regulations, reforms for our Tax
Code. What we need is courage: courage
to act, courage to keep our promises,
as our President said last night, and
finish what we started.

ObamaCare is a disaster, to repeat
what the President said. The facts are
undisputable. This isn’t a situation
where we have a leaky roof in need of
repair. We are on faulty foundation,
and it is shifting under our feet. If we
don’t act swiftly and decisively, the
house will collapse.

Leadership is about courage. Leader-
ship is about keeping our promises. We
all owe it to the American people to
act accordingly.

————

READY FOR GROWTH AND
INNOVATION

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Searching for
and Cutting Regulations that are Un-
necessarily Burdensome Act, or the
SCRUB Act.

This legislation establishes a com-
mission to review existing Federal reg-
ulations and report to Congress those
that should be repealed to reduce un-
necessary costs to the economy—kind
of like a regulation report card.

Federal rules and regulations have
sucked the life out of our small busi-
nesses for the last 8 years. Unlike some
lawmakers, I have the unique experi-
ence of having operated a business
under Obama-era rules and regulations.
Let me tell you that it was very dif-
ficult. Our struggles were not an iso-
lated event. Georgians and Americans
across the country bore those same
burdens.

We are ready for growth and innova-
tion and an environment that encour-
ages an economy like we have never
seen before. The SCRUB Act is a solid
step forward in restoring life to the
American small-business community.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

H1403

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1004, REGULATORY IN-
TEGRITY ACT OF 2017, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 1009, OIRA INSIGHT, RE-
FORM, AND ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 156 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 156

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1004) to amend
chapter 3 of title 5, United States Code, to
require the publication of information relat-
ing to pending agency regulatory actions,
and for other purposes. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule.
The bill shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill
are waived. No amendment to the bill shall
be in order except those printed in part A of
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such amendments are waived. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 1009) to amend title 44,
United States Code, to require the Adminis-
trator of the Office of Information and Regu-
latory Affairs to review regulations, and for
other purposes. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
General debate shall be confined to the bill
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 115-4. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
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