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Henry L. “Hank” Lacayo, a lifelong leader and
advocate, who is being honored for his self-
less dedication and invaluable leadership to
bettering our community and country.

Born in 1931 in Los Angeles, Mr. Lacayo
grew up in the depths of the Great Depression
and the Second World War, fighting through a
time of economic uncertainty and racial injus-
tice. Determined to serve his country, Mr.
Lacayo first attempted to join the military at
the age of 16. Although he was originally
turned away, he quickly joined upon grad-
uating high school and served in the United
States Army Air Corps.

Following his military service, Mr. Lacayo
began his career in 1953 at North American
Aviation and became involved with United
Auto Workers of America Local 887. Nine
years later, he was elected President of the
UAW Local, a position in which he rep-
resented the interests of over 30,000 workers
and their families. Through his steadfast lead-
ership, Mr. Lacayo was appointed National Di-
rector of the Political and Legislative Depart-
ment of the UAW. While working in this capac-
ity, Mr. Lacayo served as an advisor under
Democratic Presidential Administrations from
John F. Kennedy to Bill Clinton. In 1986, Mr.
Lacayo retired from the UAW and subse-
quently formed H. L. & Associates, a con-
sulting firm that enabled him to continue to be
involved in labor relations issues, as well as
other government, seniors, and international
issues.

Today, Mr. Lacayo continues to give back to
his community by serving as President of the
Congress of California Seniors, where he con-
tinues to dedicate his time to advocating for a
better quality of life for others.

Additionally, Mr. Lacayo is actively preparing
the next generation of leaders, public serv-
ants, and community activists. Founded in
2010 at California State University Channel Is-
lands, the Henry L. “Hank” Lacayo Institute for
Workforce & Community Studies facilitates
student internships, scholarly research, and
the dissemination of policy information and
recommendations. In the program, students
learn the essential skill sets to change lives
and positively impact communities.

Mr. Lacayo has spent his lifetime working
for Ventura County and our nation. His hard
work and dedication—which has ranged from
serving in the Army Air Corps, to actively fight-
ing for working families and California’s sen-
iors, and now passing down his knowledge
and experience to students who will continue
his influential work—has helped to create a
better America.

For these reasons, it is with genuine appre-
ciation that | am pleased to join United Way of
Ventura County in recognizing Henry “Hank”
Lacayo for his lifetime achievements.

———

OPENING PRAYER BY REV. DAN
CUMMINS—HONORING BISHOP
GEORGE DAVID CUMMINS

HON. PETE SESSIONS
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Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today’s open-
ing prayer is dedicated to Bishop George
David Cummins, D.D., Rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church, of Washington, DC, from 1855
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through 1858. Bishop Cummins on this date,
Sunday, December 13, 1857, preached the
first sermon in the inaugural event of the
House Chamber. The House of Representa-
tives held its first sessions three days later on
Wednesday, December 16, 1857.

The present House Chamber was used as
a place of Christian worship on Sundays from
1857 through 1869, as were the original Sen-
ate, Supreme Court and House Chambers
from 1800 through 1857.

Rev. Dan Cummins, D.D., an associate pas-
tor of Skyline Church, San Diego, is a de-
scendant of Bishop George David Cummins,
and gave recognition to the significance of this
historic day in his opening prayer. Pastor
Cummins and his wife JoAnn, along with Dr.
James Garlow, Senior Pastor of Skyline
Church, and Steve Amerson, “America’s
Tenor,” are responsible for the restoration of
those traditional Sabbath worship services in
the U.S. Capitol with the weekly Jefferson
Gathering worship services for members of
Congress and staff on July 30, 2014.

DEMANDING THE PRESIDENT-
ELECT TO DISCLOSE, DETAIL,
AND TOTALLY DIVEST FINAN-
CIAL HOLDINGS TO AVOID CON-
FLICTS OF INTEREST AND TO
COMPLY WITH EMOLUMENTS
CLAUSE OF U.S. CONSTITUTION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
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Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to demand on behalf of the American
people that the President-Elect disclose, de-
tail, and divest, or place in a genuine blind
trust, all, of his financial holdings prior to tak-
ing the oath of office so as to avoid major con-
flicts of interest and to comply with the Emolu-
ments Clause of U.S. Constitution.

As chief steward of America’s extensive do-
mestic, global, and national security interests,
the fidelity of the President of the United
States to the national interest must never be
subject to question or doubt.

The President-Elect’s extensive financial in-
terests in more than 100 companies operating
in more than 18 countries and on five con-
tinents potentially represent major conflicts of
interest which can only be remedied by com-
plete divestment or placing all of his assets in
a genuine blind trust.

As reflected in recent media reports, a pre-
liminary analysis of the President-Elect’'s ex-
tensive financial arrangements reveals dozens
of potential conflicts of interest.

For example, the President-Elect has re-
ceived more than $10 million from his interest
in the Trump Towers Istanbul in Turkey, a
country with which the United States has ex-
tensive, complicated, and politically sensitive
military and diplomatic relations.

Similarly, since August 2015, the President-
Elect’s business organizations has registered
eight separate companies connected to hotel
deals in Saudi Arabia, which is located in one
of the world’s most critical geopolitical regions.

Based on the limited and inadequate finan-
cial disclosures he has made to date, it ap-
pears that the President-Elect’s business orga-
nization is financially dependent upon, and ob-
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ligated to, Deutsche Bank, its biggest lender,
which happens to be negotiating a multibillion-
dollar settlement over housing-crisis-era
abuses with the Justice Department, a deal
that will be finalized with Justice Department
officials appointed by the President-Elect.

Companies owned or controlled by the
President-Elect’'s organization also owe hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to the state-owned
Bank of China and to Wall Street interests.

The American people are entitled to assume
without hesitation or doubt that when the
President of the United States meets with for-
eign leaders and dignitaries that he is moti-
vated only by what is in the national interest
and not the private, pecuniary interests of him-
self, his family members, or his business en-
terprises.

That assurance cannot be provided when
the President of the United States has enor-
mous financial stakes in the enterprises oper-
ating in those same foreign countries.

It is for this reason—to ensure that the
President’s loyalty will always be to the nation
he leads—that the Framers included the
Emoluments Clause in Article |, Section 9 of
the Constitution, which provides that “no Per-
son holding any Office of Profit or Trust under
them, shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, accept of any present, Emolument, Of-
fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any
King, Prince, or foreign State.”

According to leading experts in ethics, a
prohibited emolument would include, for exam-
ple, anything from a foreign government that
benefits the President-Elect, such as providing
favorable tax, zoning, licensing treatment for
his real estate holdings or enhanced security
to protect his business operations.

The financial interests of the President-Elect
are extensive, complex, and inter-connected
with the interests of foreign leaders and coun-
tries.

They are all-encompassing and time-con-
suming.

But they pale in comparison to the global,
diplomatic, economic, and national security in-
terests of the United States, which supersede
the interests of any one person or corporation.

As the Scriptures teach, you cannot serve
two masters.

The President-Elect must make a choice
and act accordingly before he takes the oath
of office. Either divest all of his financial inter-
ests or place them in a genuine blind trust or
refrain from taking the oath of office and as-
suming the responsibility to “take care that the
Laws be faithfully executed” and “to preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the
United States.”

—————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF GREGORY D. SODERSTROM

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of an outstanding
member of our Armed Forces. Lieutenant
Colonel Gregory D. “Vader” Soderstrom, of
the United States Air Force, is the Special As-
sistant to the Commander, 47th Operations
Group, Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas.

Lt. Col. Soderstrom served as Commander
of the 47th Student Squadron, where he
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