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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN ASSO-
CIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
OF THOUSAND OAKS 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize the Thousand Oaks 
Chapter of the American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW). Organized in 1966, 
AAUW Thousand Oaks was specifically de-
signed to encourage and support educational 
opportunities for women and girls through ad-
vocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

A leading voice for promoting equity and 
education for women and girls in our commu-
nity, AAUW Thousand Oaks and its members 
have examined and taken positions on the 
fundamental educational, social, economic, 
and political issues that directly pertain to 
women and girls. As part of a national move-
ment, AAUW Thousand Oaks is part of a na-
tionwide network of more than 170,000 mem-
bers and donors, 1,000 branches, and 800 
college and university institutional partners 
and has awarded millions of dollars in fellow-
ships and grants to support women in their 
professional and academic careers. Addition-
ally, AAUW Thousand Oaks boasts being one 
of the fastest growing divisions of the national 
organization. 

Locally, in an effort to promote science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) education, AAUW Thousand Oaks bi- 
annually hosts the Brighter Horizons Math, 
Science and Technology Conference for stu-
dents in fifth through ninth grades. Led by 
women in technology-related vocations, the 
conference is infused with technology informa-
tion workshops that relate to currently impor-
tant technological career options in an effort to 
promote young women going into the field of 
science. 

Every summer, AAUW Thousand Oaks’ 
Tech Trek Committee works towards sending 
ten female students that have matriculated 
from the seventh grade in the Thousand Oaks 
area to a one-week STEM education camp at 
the University of California, Santa Barbara. 
AAUW Thousand Oaks also demonstrates its 
dedication to youth in our community through 
their Youth Cultural Summer Camp, Children’s 
Theater, and local scholarships programs that 
help high school and community college stu-
dents afford educational programs. 

In recognition of its progressive efforts to-
wards women in our community, AAUW Thou-
sand Oaks has also been recognized for its 
‘‘Outstanding Mission Based Programs’’ at the 
state level of the organization by AAUW of 
California. 

On the occasion of its 50th anniversary, I 
would like to congratulate the American Asso-
ciation of University Women of Thousand 
Oaks for its outstanding leadership and stead-
fast commitment to advancing equity for 
women and girls in the Conejo Valley. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SKYLER POW-
ELL’S PROMOTION TO CHIEF 
PETTY OFFICER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge Skyler Powell on becoming the first 
cadet in the history of Purcellville, Virginia’s 
VIKING Sea Cadet Division to achieve the 
rank of Chief Petty Officer. This is a tremen-
dous honor considering that historically only 1 
percent of the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps’ 
10,000 cadets receive this appointment, and 
of that 1 percent only 20 percent have been 
female. I am proud to represent this young 
woman, who is a shining example of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia’s hardworking and serv-
ice-minded citizens. 

The United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps, 
which was founded over 50 years ago, is a 
federally chartered non-profit civilian organiza-
tion that serves to teach individuals about 
naval operations, community service, citizen-
ship, and helps foster discipline and teamwork 
in our nation’s youth. 

In addition to the courses, training and 
exams, Powell developed and demonstrated 
dedication, leadership, self-reliance, commit-
ment and courage as she rose through the 
cadet ranks. During summer break, she at-
tended a two-week recruit training, a short-
ened version of the Navy’s boot camp. She 
has also attended multiple advanced trainings 
on topics including marksmanship, cyber secu-
rity and advanced music training in locations 
from San Francisco and Las Vegas, to Fort 
Custer and Fort Lee. She also served as a 
staff cadet at recruit training in Aberdeen, 
Maryland and Navy League orientation training 
in Norfolk, Virginia. 

Chief Powell has earned the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars’ Naval Sea Cadet Medal and 
the Sons of the American Revolution Good 
Citizenship Award in addition to maintaining a 
4.1 GPA while taking honors and AP classes. 
During her Sea Cadet career she has logged 
over 250 volunteer community service hours. 
She is likewise an active member of the 
Loudoun Valley High School Marching Band 
and currently leads the VIKING Division 
CyberPatriot team—a nationwide cyber secu-
rity competition sponsored by the U.S. Air 
Force. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask my colleagues to 
congratulate Skyler Powell for her promotion 
to Chief Petty Officer in Purcellville’s VIKING 
Sea Cadet Division, and to join me in wishing 
her a happiness and fortune in her future en-
deavors. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JOHN H. 
GLENN, JR. U.S. SENATOR, DECO-
RATED WAR VETERAN, PATH- 
BREAKING ASTRONAUT, AND 
TRUE AMERICAN HERO 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to John Glenn, who died December 
8, 2016 at the age of 95, in Columbus, Ohio. 

John Glenn represented the best of Amer-
ica. 

Perhaps more than any other American of 
his generation, he personified the American 
spirit of daring, achievement, bravery, innova-
tion, and humility. 

As a four-term United States Senator from 
Ohio, John Glenn was one of the most pas-
sionate advocates for justice and opportunity 
for all persons. 

Most important of all, for more than 75 
years, John Glenn served his country honor-
ably in his home State of Ohio, in the United 
States Senate, in uniform during World War II 
and the Korean Conflict, and in outer space as 
one of the original class of astronauts that 
made space exploration synonymous with 
American leadership. 

John Glenn did indeed possess the ‘right 
stuff,’ as the writer Tom Wolfe documented in 
his 1979 best-selling book about the first 
Project Mercury astronauts selected for the 
NASA space program. 

John Glenn was a hero and inspiration to 
millions of boys and girls who held their breath 
as he rocketed into outer space, orbited the 
earth, and safely descended from the heavens 
to return home to his beloved wife Annie and 
an adoring public. 

Godspeed, John Glenn. 

f 

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
SENATOR FRAN PAVLEY 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in recognition of my friend and 
former colleague California State Senator Fran 
Pavley, a dedicated and driven member of the 
California State Legislature, who is being hon-
ored for her outstanding leadership, steadfast 
advocacy, and invaluable dedication to public 
service. 

For over three decades, Senator Pavley has 
been a widely accomplished legislator. 
Throughout her career, she has authored 
groundbreaking and historic legislation to pro-
tect and realize a better future for the State of 
California. Senator Pavley has been one of 
the state’s greatest environmental champions. 
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Senator Pavley has played an instrumental 

role in landmark policies and initiatives to pro-
tect California’s environment and its natural re-
sources. She is the author of Assembly Bill 
1493, which became the framework for vehicle 
emissions standards on the national level. She 
also wrote Assembly Bill 32, the nation’s first 
cap on greenhouse gas pollution. These bills 
have served as a catalyst for innovation and 
job growth in clean and renewable energy as 
well as alternative fuels. Senator Pavley’s 
work had a monumental impact on national 
emissions policies when President Obama im-
plemented national clean car standards, mod-
eled on Assembly Bill 1493, also known as the 
‘‘Pavley Law.’’ 

Senator Pavley continued her dedicated 
campaign of environmental protection when 
she paved the way to end unregulated hydrau-
lic fracturing and other oil-extraction practices 
in California. In 2013, she coauthored suc-
cessful legislation to invest $2 billion in effec-
tive air-quality and clean vehicle and fuel tech-
nology programs. 

In a time of historic drought for California, 
Senator Pavley and her expansive knowledge 
and background has been an important figure 
in addressing this complex issue and its vast 
impact on the state. In 2014, Senator Pavley 
authored innovative and pioneering legislation 
for the state’s management of groundwater. 
This bill helped to negotiate a bipartisan water 
bond that was approved by voters, which au-
thorized $7.12 billion in general obligation 
bonds for state water supply infrastructure 
projects. 

Additionally, Senator Pavley has been an 
unwavering advocate for her constituents. Her 
career has been marked with legislative vic-
tories on an array of issues including stronger 
consumer protections, tougher child safety 
laws, and tighter reforms for campaign con-
tributions. 

Senator Pavley has spent a lifetime working 
for her constituents Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties. For these reasons, it is with heartfelt 
appreciation that I am pleased to join the Ven-
tura County Women’s Political Council in rec-
ognizing Senator Fran Pavley. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HAWAI‘I 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE CLIFT 
TSUJI 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on November 
15, 2016, the Aloha State lost the Honorable 
Clift Tsuji, a soldier, a Hawaii State Rep-
resentative, and a loving father. Born and 
raised in the plantation town of Pāpa‘ikou, 
Representative Clift Tsuji served the people of 
Hawaii Island throughout his 75 years of life. 

After graduating from Hilo High School in 
1959, Representative Tsuji served as a U.S. 
Army Reservist with the 442nd Infantry, Com-
pany B, out of Hilo from 1959–1965. He com-
pleted post-secondary degrees at the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at Mānoa and the University of 
Washington, Pacific Coast Banking School. In 
1969, he began work at Central Pacific Bank, 
beginning a career with Central Pacific that 
spanned 34 years. 

After retiring from Central Pacific Bank in 
2003, he served as the Vice President of the 

Hilo Candy Company until 2004, when he was 
elected to serve the people of Keaukaha, 
Pana‘ewa, Waiākea, and parts of Hilo in the 
Hawai‘i House of Representatives. In the State 
House, Representative Tsuji served as the 
Chair of the House Agriculture Committee, 
where he helped champion legislation to fight 
invasive species and strengthen Hawai‘i’s bio-
security. His dedicated service on the House 
Agriculture Committee was widely recognized, 
and among many other awards, he was 
named the Hawai‘i Farm Bureau’s Legislator 
of the Year in 2015. 

Representative Tsuji was known to his con-
stituents as a passionate leader, a dedicated 
public servant, and an advocate for the Hilo 
community. In addition to his work in business 
and government, he was an active member of 
many local and statewide organizations includ-
ing the Hilo Medical Center Foundation, 
Hawai‘i Island Japanese Community Associa-
tion, Tsunami Museum, Hiroshima Kenjin Kai, 
Hawai‘i Island Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Kumamoto Kenjin Kai. 

One of the last conversations Representa-
tive Tsuji had with his son Ryan was about 
making sure he could continue to pass impor-
tant legislation for his constituents in the next 
legislative session. Whether it was a construc-
tion project in Hilo, or a biosecurity bill benefit-
ting the entire State of Hawai‘i, Representative 
Tsuji was committed to delivering results for 
his constituents and the people of the Aloha 
State. 

Just a few days before his death, I saw 
Representative Tsuji at the Hilo Veterans Pa-
rade and, as usual, he was full of aloha, as he 
welcomed me to the community he loved so 
much. My heart is with his children, Ryan and 
Ashley, and all of Hawai‘i Island. Clift, you are 
missed. Mahalo nui loa (thank you) for dedi-
cating your life to serving our community in 
the spirit of aloha. Ke Akua me ke Aloha (God 
bless you). 

f 

REGARDING NOMINATION OF SEN-
ATOR JEFF SESSIONS OF ALA-
BAMA TO BE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the House Committee on the 
Judiciary and Homeland Security Committee, 
Ranking Member of the Judiciary Sub-
committee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Se-
curity, and Investigations, and the Congres-
sional Voting Rights Caucus, I rise today to 
express my initial views regarding the Presi-
dent-Elect’s nomination of U.S. Senator JEF-
FERSON BEAUREGARD ‘‘JEFF’’ SESSIONS III of 
Alabama to be the next Attorney General of 
the United States. 

On Election Night the President-Elect 
pledged to the nation that he would be a 
president to all Americans. 

That pledge will ring hollow to tens of mil-
lions of Americans in light of his announced 
intention to nominate one of the U.S. Senate’s 
most far-right members, Senator JEFF SES-
SIONS (R–AL) to be the next Attorney General 
of the United States. 

Perhaps nothing would do more to reassure 
the American people that the President-Elect 

is committed to unifying the nation than the 
nomination and appointment of a person to be 
Attorney General who has a record of cham-
pioning and protecting, rather than opposing 
and undermining, the precious right to vote, 
the constitutionally guaranteed right of privacy, 
criminal justice reform, and support for reform 
of the nation’s immigration system so that it is 
fair and humane. 

The nomination of Alabama Senator SES-
SIONS as Attorney General does not inspire 
the necessary confidence. 

As a U.S. Senator from Alabama, the state 
from which the infamous Supreme Court deci-
sion in Shelby County v. Holder originated, 
Senator SESSIONS has failed to play a con-
structive role in repairing the damage to voting 
rights caused by that decision. 

He was one of the leading opponents of the 
reauthorization of the Violence Against 
Women Act. 

He is one of the Senate’s most hostile op-
ponents of comprehensive immigration reform 
and was a principal architect of the draconian 
and incendiary immigration policy advocated 
by the President-Elect during the campaign. 

His record in support of efforts to bring 
needed reform to the nation’s criminal justice 
system is virtually non-existent. 

In 1986, ten years before Senator SESSIONS 
was elected to the Senate, he was rejected for 
a U.S. District Court judgeship in view of doc-
umented incidents that revealed his lack of 
commitment to civil and voting rights, and to 
equal justice. 

His Senate voting record and rhetoric has 
endeared him to white nationalist websites 
and organizations like Breitbart and 
Stormfront. 

Should the President-Elect proceed with the 
nomination of Senator SESSIONS to be Attor-
ney General, I call upon the Senate Judiciary 
Committee to subject the nomination to the 
most comprehensive, searching, and withering 
examination. 

The United States has been blessed to 
have been served as Attorney General by 
such illustrious figures as Robert Jackson, 
Robert Kennedy, Herbert Brownell, Ramsey 
Clark, Nicholas Katzenbach, Eric Holder, and 
Edward H. Levi. 

The duty of the U.S. Attorney General is to 
lead the Department of Justice in protecting 
and expanding the civil rights of all Americans 
and the pursuit of equal justice for all, not to 
turn back the clock on hard won rights and lib-
erties. 

No Senator should vote to confirm the nomi-
nation of JEFF SESSIONS as U.S. Attorney 
General if there is the slightest doubt that he 
possesses the character, qualities, integrity, 
and commitment to justice and equality need-
ed to lead a department, the headquarters 
building of which is named for Robert F. Ken-
nedy, one of the nation’s greatest and most in-
defatigable champions of civil rights and equal 
justice for all. 

f 

HONORING HENRY L. ‘‘HANK’’ 
LACAYO 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in recognition of my friend and ally 
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