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and should, still help thousands of re-
tailers avoid the same fate by leveling 
the playing field for Main Street retail-
ers. 

For the first time in history, con-
sumers said they made more of their 
purchases online than in stores. 

This trend is evidenced by an in-
crease in online retail spending, which 
grew 14.6 percent last year, to $341 bil-
lion, and is projected to reach $523 bil-
lion in 2020. 

During the weekend following 
Thanksgiving—the biggest shopping 
weekend of the year—online retail 
spending was over $9.3 billion, a 16.4 
percent increase from 2015. 

As online sales increase, the poten-
tial sales tax revenue that States lose 
increases. 

The longer we delay in closing this 
loophole, the longer we perpetuate an 
uneven playing field between local and 
online retailers that erodes the reve-
nues needed by State and local govern-
ments to fund essential public services. 

Despite the looming budget deficits 
State and local governments are facing 
and the competitive disadvantage expe-
rienced by brick and mortar busi-
nesses, House Republicans have refused 
to address the issue for more than a 
decade. 

This year is no different. 
Numerous requests to the chairman 

of the House Judiciary Committee to 
markup e-fairness legislation from the 
ranking member and other bipartisan 
members on committee, Main Street 
retailers, State and local governments, 
labor, and the sponsors of the Market-
place Fairness Act remain unanswered. 

Instead, Chairman GOODLATTE draft-
ed his own proposal that created more 
problems than it solved. 

I didn’t support the chairman’s pro-
posal, but I supported the process and 
his calls for regular order and encour-
aged him to work with his colleagues 
in the House to send us a bill so that 
we can resolve our differences. 

We are still waiting. 
The chairman has continued to 

refuse to work with us on reasonable 
compromise legislation that didn’t 
turn 100 years of sales and use tax law 
on its head, even though he doesn’t 
have the support of the majority of the 
House Republican Caucus on his ap-
proach. 

It is apparent that these calls for 
compromise and regular order are 
nothing more than veiled attempts to 
delay and obstruct, which have so far 
been successful. 

If Congress continues to ignore this 
issue and fails to act, the courts will. 

Because States are missing out on an 
estimated $23 billion a year in poten-
tial sales tax revenue, they are looking 
to the courts for a solution, heeding 
the call from Supreme Court Justice 
Kennedy to reexamine the Court’s 
precedent on the issue. 

This year alone, 16 States have intro-
duced over 40 sales tax bills, and others 
have enacted legislation that have trig-
gered legal challenges that would help 

States collect sales tax without con-
gressional action. 

This week, a Federal court in South 
Dakota will begin hearing oral argu-
ments on a South Dakota law that re-
quires remote retailers to collect and 
remit sales tax. 

And we may know, as early as next 
week, if the Supreme Court will grant 
review of a law Colorado recently en-
acted that imposes reporting and noti-
fication requirements on remote retail-
ers. 

Let me be clear. This is not the ap-
proach I prefer. I would rather Con-
gress do its job to pass a uniform, com-
prehensive Federal solution instead of 
the States moving forward individually 
so we don’t have a patch work of laws 
that small businesses have to navigate. 

But I understand that, in the absence 
of Congressional action, the States 
have no other options. They must ei-
ther raise taxes or cut vital public 
services if Congress continues to sit on 
the sidelines. 

As you can see, the States are no 
longer waiting for Congress to get its 
act together. 

But there is still time for us address 
this issue. 

And I hope my colleagues in the 
House will work with me to do that be-
fore it is too late. 

f 

ELECT AND FREEING OF POLIT-
ICAL PRISONERS IN THE GAMBIA 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in re-

cent years, we have seen a troubling 
trend of democratic backsliding in sev-
eral parts of the world, including Rus-
sia, Thailand, Uganda, Turkey, and 
Venezuela. 

Even some parts of Europe and the 
United States have seen long estab-
lished democratic norms challenged in 
deeply upsetting ways. 

So imagine my great surprise late 
last week when the people of The Gam-
bia peacefully voted for a new demo-
cratic government. 

Many probably don’t know much 
about The Gambia—a small West Afri-
can nation whose uniquely odd colonial 
borders have it straddling the mean-
dering Gambia River almost com-
pletely surrounded by Senegal. 

Gambia is English speaking—Senegal 
speaks French—with several local lan-
guages shared between the unusual 
borders. 

Some of you may remember The 
Gambia was the ancestral home in the 
novel and then-television miniseries 
‘‘Roots.’’ 

Because of its strong ties to the U.S. 
and geographic location, for some time 
The Gambia also had a unique distinc-
tion of being an emergency landing 
spot for the Space Shuttle should one 
need to abort its mission early in the 
launch phase. 

And until 1994, it had the proud dis-
tinction of being the longest 
postcolonial democracy on the African 
continent. 

You see, for the last 22 years, The 
Gambia was ruled by a regime that 

took power in a coup, with troubling 
arrests and disappearances of journal-
ists, activists, and opposition members. 

I and several of my Senate colleagues 
raised a number of these cases over the 
years, most notably the 2007 disappear-
ance of journalist Ebrima Manneh—for 
which I now hope there will finally be 
a fair and healing accounting. 

And yet, last Thursday night, the 
people of The Gambia, voting with col-
ored marbles placed in different con-
tainers to make it easier for illiterate 
voters, chose a new leader in a peaceful 
and democratic process. 

And outgoing President Yahya 
Jammeh honorably conceded the elec-
tion and agreed to a peaceful transfer 
of power. 

He offered to help President-Elect 
Adama Barrow. 

While we have had our differences, I 
want to acknowledge this important 
act of leadership and love of country by 
outgoing President Jammeh. 

And not only has there been this no-
table peaceful transfer of power, but in 
just the few short days since the elec-
tion, at least 18 political prisoners have 
been released from jail, including a key 
opposition figure. 

So to the Gambian people, let me say 
congratulations on your important 
demonstration of democracy—a model 
for the African continent and the 
world. 

I look forward to significantly im-
proved relations between our two na-
tions and working together on a host of 
shared concerns. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA MIKULSKI 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, history is 
dotted with the stories of trailblazers. 
People who shape the public discourse 
at a pivotal moment in time or change 
the direction of the debate. One of 
those trailblazers is BARBARA MIKUL-
SKIm, the longest serving woman in 
Senate history, the first woman to rep-
resent Maryland in the U.S. Senate, 
and the first woman to chair the Sen-
ate’s Appropriations Committee. She is 
tough. She is direct. She is dedicated. 
She is a fighter. She is a leader. 

BARBARA MIKULSKI has always fought 
for our families and our children. From 
her roots as a social worker and com-
munity activist to the levels of leader-
ship in the Senate, she has held firm to 
her adage that she is not just the Sen-
ator from Maryland, she is the Senator 
for Maryland. From her first years in 
the Senate until now, she has promoted 
education, nutrition, healthcare, and 
gender equality in the Senate. 

She led our historic efforts to pass 
the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act— 
shouting from the rooftops the simple 
principle that women deserve equal pay 
for equal work. She continued that leg-
acy with the Paycheck Fairness Act. 
Wouldn’t it be a fitting tribute if the 
Senate considered and approved that 
commonsense legislation before she re-
tires? 
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Like others in this Chamber, she was 

a vocal and steadfast supporter of Vio-
lence Against Women Act and our most 
recent efforts to reauthorized and ex-
pand those lifesaving programs. She led 
the efforts to ensure that the Afford-
able Care Act made clear that no one 
should be discriminated against in pre-
ventive care. Who can forget her fierce 
advocacy to make the letter of the law 
clear that being a woman is not a pre-
existing condition? 

And when BARBARA assumed the 
mantle chairing the Appropriations 
Committee, she brought with her the 
tough but fair grit that has been her 
hallmark in the Senate. When asked 
about earmarks, her retort was simple: 
‘‘I’ve told senators that if you’re op-
posed to earmarks, I’ll honor that and 
won’t include any for your state.’’ You 
always know where you stand with 
BARBARA MIKULSKI. 

Thirty years ago, when she first 
came to the Senate, women filled just 
two seats in this body. When the Sen-
ate convenes next year, there will be 
21. I hope it won’t be another 30 years 
for the Senate to be truly representa-
tive of the country we serve. 

A lifelong Baltimore resident, ‘‘Sen-
ator Barb’’ has never forgotten her 
roots, probably because she never left. 
She remains a Marylander through and 
through, dedicated to her State and 
never forgetting that listening to your 
constituents is the most important job 
of all. When Senator MIKULSKI an-
nounced her retirement, she told her 
constituents that the question came 
down to whether she wanted to spend 
her time ‘‘raising money or raising hell 
to meet your day-to-day needs?’’ That 
is BARBARA. This rang through in her 
farewell speech today to the Senate. 

We often talk of the lions of the Sen-
ate. BARBARA MIKULSKI ranks among 
them. I will miss her fierce advocacy, 
her counsel, her commitment, her te-
nacity, and her grit. I value her friend-
ship, and we will miss her. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 

U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
16–31, concerning the Department of the 
Army’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
for defense articles and services estimated to 
cost $3.51 billion. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news 
release to notify the public of this proposed 
sale. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES WORM, Acting Deputy Director, 

(For J. W. Rixey, Vice Admiral, USN, 
Director). 

Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–31 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: The Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $2.60 billion. 
Other $ .91 billion. 
Total $3.51 billion. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Maior Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Forty-eight (48) CH–47F Chinook Cargo 

Helicopters. 
One hundred twelve (112) T55–GA–714A En-

gines (ninety-six (96) installed, sixteen (16) 
spares). 

One hundred sixteen (116) Embedded Global 
Positioning System (GPS) Inertial Naviga-
tion Systems (EGI) (ninety-six (96) installed, 
twenty (20) spares). 

Fifty-eight (58) AN/AAR–57 Common Mis-
sile Warning Systems (CMWS) (forty-eight 
(48) installed, ten (10) spares). 

Forty-eight (48) M240H 7.62mm Machine 
Guns with spare parts. 

Non-MDE: This request also includes the 
following Non-MDE: M134D Mini-Guns or 
equivalent type guns with support equip-
ment and training; Aircraft Survivability 
Equipment (AN/APR–39A(V) 1/4, AN/AVR–2B, 
AN/ARC–231, AN/ARC–201D, AN/APX–123A, 
ARN–147 VOR/ILS, ARN–153 TACAN, APN– 
209, IDM–401 Improved Data Modem, and AN/ 
ARC–220); Infrared Signature Suppression 
System (IRSS); Fast Rope Insertion Extrac-
tion System (FRIES); Extended Range Fuel 
System (ERPS); Ballistic Armor Protection 
System; facilities; air worthiness support; 
spares and repair parts; communications 
equipment; personnel training and training 
equipment; site surveys; tool and test equip-
ment; Ground Support Equipment (GSE); re-
pair and return; publications and technical 
documentation; Quality Assurance Team 
(QAT); U.S. Government and contractor en-
gineering, technical and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (SR–B– 
ZAG). 

(v) Sales Commission. Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology Contained in 
the Defense Article or Defense Services Pro-
posed to be Sold: See Annex attached. 

(vii) Prior Related Case, if any: None. 
(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 

December 7, 2016. 
* as defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms Ex-

port Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—CH–47F Chinook 

Cargo Helicopters 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has re-

quested a possible sale of: 
Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Forty-eight (48) CH–47F Chinook Cargo 

Helicopters. 
One hundred twelve (112) T55–GA–714A En-

gines (ninety-six (96) installed, sixteen (16) 
spares). 

One hundred sixteen (116) Embedded Global 
Positioning System (GPS) Inertial Naviga-
tion Systems (EGI (ninety-six (96) installed, 
twenty (20) spares)). 

Fifty-eight (58) AN/AAR–57 Common Mis-
sile Warning Systems (CMWS) (forty-eight 
(48) installed, ten (10) spares). 

Forty-eight (48) M240H 7.62mm Machine 
Guns with spare parts. 

Non-MDE: This request also includes the 
following Non-MDE: M134D Mini-Guns or 
equivalent type guns with support equip-
ment and training; Aircraft Survivability 
Equipment (AN/APR–39A(V)1/4, AN/AVR–2B, 
AN/ARC–231, AN/ARC–201D, AN/APX–123A, 
ARN–147 VOR/1LS, ARN–153 TACAN, APN– 
209, IDM–401 Improved Data Modem, and AN/ 
ARC–220); Infrared Signature Suppression 
System (IRSS); Fast Rope Insertion Extrac-
tion System (FRIES); Extended Range Fuel 
System (ERPS); Ballistic Armor Protection 
System; facilities; air worthiness support; 
spares and repair parts; communications 
equipment; personnel training and training 
equipment; site surveys; tool and test equip-
ment; Ground Support Equipment (GSE); re-
pair and return; publications and technical 
documentation; Quality Assurance Team 
(QAT); U.S. Government and contractor en-
gineering, technical and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The total overall 
estimated value is $3.51 billion. 

This proposed sale will contribute to the 
foreign policy and national security of the 
United States by helping to improve the se-
curity of a strategic partner which has been 
and continues to be a leading contributor of 
political stability and economic progress in 
the Middle East. This sale will increase the 
Royal Saudi Land Forces Aviation Com-
mand’s (RSLFAC) interoperability with U.S. 
forces and convey U.S. commitment to Saudi 
Arabia’s security and armed forces mod-
ernization. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The proposed sale of the CH–47F aircraft 
will improve Saudi Arabia’s heavy lift capa-
bility. Saudi Arabia will use this enhanced 
capability to strengthen its homeland de-
fense and deter regional threats. Saudi Ara-
bia will have no difficulty absorbing these 
aircraft into its armed forces. 

The prime contractors will be The Boeing 
Military Aircraft Company, Ridley Park, 
Pennsylvania, and Honeywell Aerospace 
Company, Phoenix, Arizona. There are no 
known offset agreements in connection with 
this potential sale. 

Implementation of this sale will require up 
to sixty (60) U.S. Government and contractor 
representatives to travel to Saudi Arabia for 
up to sixty (60) months for equipment de- 
processing, fielding, system checkout, train-
ing, and technical logistics support. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16–31 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
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