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With that being said, we stand here 

today objecting to things that we 
would all like to move forward on. It 
pains all of us to be in this position. 
Hopefully, you all can help us, talking 
to the House and basically asking them 
to come to their senses and, hopefully, 
take care of this. 

So for that reason, until we have a 
long-term solution for our miners’ 
health care as included in the Miners 
Protection Act, S. 3470, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I would 
like to direct another question through 
the Chair to the Senator from West 
Virginia. I just want to be clear that, 
hypothetically, if the Senator from Or-
egon were to come back to the Cham-
ber and offer that motion, would the 
Senator from West Virginia actually 
object to that motion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the Senator posing a ques-
tion? 

Mr. BROWN. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, we may 

have that opportunity. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—SENATE 

RESOLUTION 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of a Senate resolution at 
the desk recognizing the 75th anniver-
sary of the attack on Pearl Harbor and 
the lasting significance of National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day sub-
mitted earlier today. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object, I was incredulous 
at the beginning of the night, not quite 
believing that Senator MCCONNELL—I 
don’t know what he is doing now—was 
sending his people to the floor and find-
ing ways to push back against the mine 
workers in West Virginia and Ohio and 
Pennsylvania and Indiana and Vir-
ginia, not willing to help those pen-
sioners and widows. Now we have this 
incredible coincidence that the last 
two resolutions—we are talking about 
mine workers—retired mine workers’ 
health care; we are talking about wid-
ows of mine workers who have either 
died on the job or died perhaps from an 
illness that mine workers so often 
have—brown lung or some kind of 
heart disease. Instead, my friend from 
North Carolina has offered two resolu-
tions, one to honor people who died in 
a fire—a tragedy—and one to mark the 
75th anniversary of Pearl Harbor, both 
reasonable things. But they are not 
resolutions to provide college to the 
children of the people who died in the 
fire, and they are not to increase bene-
fits for the grandchildren of people who 
died in Pearl Harbor; they are resolu-

tions that don’t mean anything except 
they are nice. I am for these resolu-
tions. I love to support anything we do 
to say something nice and pat some-
body on the back. But we have these 
two resolutions saying aren’t they 
nice, aren’t we nice, compared to tak-
ing care of widows who are going to see 
their health care expire on December 
31. I don’t understand the equivalency. 

I suppose we could go all night if 
Senator MCCONNELL were perhaps in 
his office or perhaps out to dinner or 
perhaps he went home. But it is order-
ing or asking or however we do things 
around here—Senators come to the 
floor and delay and delay and delay and 
try to change the subject so that peo-
ple forget about these mine workers. 
Well, we are not going to let the Pre-
siding Officer or Senator TILLIS or Sen-
ator MCCONNELL or Senator CORNYN or 
anybody else—we are not going to let 
you forget the mine workers. We are 
going to keep talking about this. 

I don’t mind working late tonight. I 
don’t mind working late tomorrow. I 
would rather not work until December 
24, but Senator MANCHIN said he will, 
and I will. My wife is not thrilled about 
it, and my children and my grandkids 
aren’t thrilled about it. But these are 
thousands of people who are going to 
lose their health insurance on Decem-
ber 31, and all that Senator MCCONNELL 
can do, after huge pressure from mine 
workers around the country and his 
constituents in Kentucky and from 
us—all Senator MCCONNELL can do is 
say, well, we can give you maybe 4 
months, and that is supposed to satisfy 
us. It doesn’t matter if it satisfies us; 
it matters that we take care of these 
retired mine workers and their widows. 

For all of those reasons, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, the dis-

tinguished Senator from Ohio did men-
tion a couple of resolutions, but I 
would add there was also the American 
Innovation and Competitiveness Act 
that we worked very hard on to provide 
much needed resources for a number of 
States, including Ohio. There are a 
number of other items, including I 
think hiring vets, providing programs 
or providing preferences and trying to 
do everything we can to get our vet-
erans hired; preventing animal cruelty 
and torture I think is a worthwhile 
cause, and a number of other things. 

But, again, the point here is that we 
are trying to move things that we gen-
erally have consent on, and for one rea-
son or another—and I don’t question 
the motives of the Senator from West 
Virginia—they are being held up. We 
kind of have a double standard in that 
some of these things do not rise to the 
same level as the unanimous consent 
request made by Senator WYDEN ear-
lier. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 5456 
So I ask unanimous consent that the 

Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 527, H.R. 
5456; that the Wyden substitute amend-

ment at the desk be agreed to; the bill, 
as amended, be read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BROWN. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from West Virginia. 
Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion has been heard. 
The Senator from North Carolina is 

recognized. 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I am 

happy to yield the floor to the Senator 
from West Virginia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina yields the 
floor to the Senator from West Vir-
ginia. 

Mr. MANCHIN. I just want to clarify. 
I think there is some confusion. It 
seems like everybody is in a hustle 
right now. I think they think we are 
being selective. I want to make it very 
clear. I have been very clear to every-
body. I have had to object on every-
thing. I have had to object on my own 
pieces of legislation to stop everything. 
With that being said, I think I was 
asked about Senator WYDEN’s request, 
and I said, no, I wouldn’t at that time, 
and then I think at that time Senator 
TILLIS objected. For that you were 
asked did I object, and I said no. 

With that being said, I would have 
objected to everything, and I think ev-
erybody knew where I stood in this 
body that I will and have to reluc-
tantly—I don’t want to be in this posi-
tion. I am so committed to fulfilling 
the promise and commitment we have 
made. That is all. 

I am sorry if there has been confu-
sion. I have to, for the position we have 
taken. I think the good fight that we 
have here—and, basically, what the 
House has done to us is not humane to 
the people we represent. That is all I 
said. I am sorry for that. 

So if there is a motion on the table, 
I object to that too. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

Mr. BROWN. Reserving the right to 
object, but I withdraw my reservation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA BOXER 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1922, 
Rebecca Latimer Felton was the first 
woman to sit in the U.S. Senate. She 
served in this body for only 1 day, but 
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