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don’t ask, don’t tell. He signed Execu-
tive orders protecting LGBT workers.
Americans are now free to marry the
person they love, regardless of their
gender.

As Commander in Chief, President
Obama brought bin Laden to justice.

These are just a few aspects of Presi-
dent Obama’s storied legacy, and it is
still growing—what a record. It is a
legacy of which he should be satisfied.
America is better because of this good
man being 8 years in the White House.

I am even more impressed by who he
is as a person than who he is as Presi-
dent. He is a man of integrity and hon-
esty. I have learned so much from him.
I have never heard Barack Obama deni-
grate anyone, ever. There have been
times he could have. Perhaps, I
thought a negative word should have
been said and I suggested that to him,
but he would never take it. No, he
wouldn’t do that. That is Barack
Obama.

Above all, I admire the attention he
has given his family. He may be Presi-
dent of the United States, but nothing
gets in the way of his family. He is a
terrific husband to Michelle and an
outstanding father to Sasha and Malia.
He arrives home for dinner with his
family virtually every night he is in
Washington. He goes to their plays and
games. President or not, he is a hus-
band and a father.

His devotion extends to his staff as
well, and he has had a terrific staff
working for him. I can’t mention all of
them, but I will mention his present
Chief of Staff, Denis McDonough. He
and I have a very close relationship.
Close relationships come with a lot of

difficulty sometimes. It has been
tough, but we tried to work through it
together.

Pete Rouse is one of the nicest people
I have ever known. He also worked
with the President very closely. He was
his chief of staff as Senator, and, of
course, a chief adviser when he was in
the White House.

Rahm Emanuel, now the leader of
Chicago, IL, was former Chief of Staff,
and is currently mayor of Chicago. He
is a man known for his bluntness and
his productivity as a Member of Con-
gress and as Chief of Staff.

Alyssa Mastromonaco was former
Deputy Chief of Staff and I hope that I
had something to do with the romance
that wound up with her marrying my
chief of staff, David Krone.

These are just a few of the incredible
people I have had the pleasure of work-
ing with. They are all wonderful.

Then there is President Obama’s Cab-
inet—a Cabinet of quality. That in-
cludes my friend, Secretary of Interior
Ken Salazar, a wonderful man and a
terrific public servant, a man of sub-
stance like no other ever known.

After 8 years leading the country,
President Obama is leaving office on a
high point. When he first took office,
our country was in an economic free
fall and hemorrhaging jobs. Now the
country is experiencing the Ilongest
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streak of private sector job growth
ever. We have the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in nearly a decade.

After 8 years of President Obama, we
are now as a country on a sustainable
path to fight climate change and grow
renewable energy sources. We are more
respected around the world. We reached
international agreements to curb cli-
mate change, stop Iran from obtaining
a nuclear weapon, and we are on the
path to normalizing relations with our
neighbor Cuba.

Our country has made significant
strides in nearly every way. There is no
doubt that the United States is better
now than we were 8 years ago, and we
have Barack Obama to thank for that.

Thank you, President Obama, for
being the person you are.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION,
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 34, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

House message to accompany H.R. 34, an
act to authorize and strengthen the tsunami
detection, forecast, warning, research, and
mitigation program of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill.

McConnell motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill, with McConnell amend-
ment No. 5117, to change the enactment date.

McConnell amendment No. 5118 (to amend-
ment No. 5117), of a perfecting nature.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, this
is a moment for me that, I think it is
fair to say, I will never ever forget.

I am so honored. I am so honored to
have members of my family here, staff
from past and present from both my
personal office and committee, extraor-
dinary colleagues whom I adore and
love, whom I worked with, fought with
and debated. I am so honored that Sen-
ator MCCONNELL and Senator REID
have said really nice things about me.
I think, in Senator REID’S case, we g0
back so long, and I will talk a little bit
more about that. In Senator McCON-
NELL’s case, we didn’t talk for a long
time, and then we did get together and
we did some great work together. But I
think he was here just to make sure I
am leaving. My leader over in the
House is here—NANCY PELOSI. I will
talk about her more. My colleagues

S6769

from the House came over in the midst
of all their work. I love them. I have
enjoyed working with them.

I look around this Chamber, and I re-
alize the reason I am able to actually
leave is because I know each of you and
your passion to make life better for
people, and that is what it is all about.

When I decided not to run for reelec-
tion, you know how the press always
follows you around. They said: ‘‘Is this
bittersweet for you?”’

My answer was forthcoming: ‘‘No
way is it bitter. In every way it is
sweet.”

Why do I feel that way? It is because
this has been a dream, to be in a pro-
fession that I think is noble, no matter
how beaten up it gets, for 40 years—for
more than half my life—and I was able
to do every day what I always wanted
to do, which is simply to make life bet-
ter for people. I didn’t always succeed.
Were there frustrations? Yes. Were
there disappointments? Yes. Were
there defeats? Yes, many, but every
morning when I woke up, I knew I had
a chance to do something good.

As a first generation American on
my mother’s side, and, most particu-
larly, as a woman, I never in my
wildest dreams imagined that I could
be in the U.S. Senate. It was an uphill
battle, and I know I speak for a lot of
people sitting right here who know
what I am talking about.

When I first ran for the Marin Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors in 1972, it was
a Republican landslide year. It was
more than tough. I will never forget
one woman I spoke with after knocking
on her door. I introduced myself and
said, ‘“Hi, I am Barbara Boxer. I am
running for county supervisor.”’

She greeted me by saying, ‘I never
thought you would be so short.”” Then,
she said she wasn’t supporting me be-
cause, quote, ‘““You have four Kkids, and
you are going to neglect them if you
are elected.”

Well, never mind that this was a
part-time job just a few minutes from
the house. Never mind that the man I
was running against had a family and a
full-time job. Never mind that I actu-
ally had two kids, but she insisted. She
said, “I know you have four kids be-
cause I read it in the newspaper.”

I said, ‘“‘Lady, when you give birth,
you never forget it, and I did it twice.”

Well, I lost that seat, but two things
helped get me through it. The first was
an article by Gloria Steinem, who es-
sentially said women tend to take
losses too personally. We have to un-
derstand that we could be just a little
bit ahead of our time, and we can’t give
up.

Second, my son Doug, only seven at
the time, ignored any attempts to
cheer him up by saying, ‘“‘Mom, can
you make me a peanut butter and jelly
sandwich for lunch?”’

The point is that life goes on no mat-
ter how deep the disappointments. You
pick yourself up, and you keep fighting
because this is your country. It is our
country, and it is worth fighting for. I
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