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reminding all of us and our country, 
how important they are to our econ-
omy. He helped lay the groundwork for 
a National Ocean Policy that recog-
nizes that there are tens of millions of 
jobs across this country and trillions of 
dollars of economic activity that de-
pend on healthy oceans. 

SAM has helped all sorts of special 
places throughout his career, espe-
cially in the Central Coast. He has 
never rested on his laurels. Despite his 
many accomplishments—and there are 
too many to list here—I think it is im-
portant to note that he created the 
Pinnacles National Park, which was 
signed into law in 2013. 

He successfully lobbied to have a na-
tional monument at Fort Ord, which 
was designated in 2012. And SAM has 
told me many times, even in recent 
days, that the most satisfying part of 
his work here in Congress is the endur-
ing part of his legacy, those permanent 
protections that he, through a lot of 
hard work and perseverance, has been 
able to make happen. 

Beyond all of this, all of these 
achievements, all of these offices that 
define SAM’s public service career, I 
think it is also important to just note 
he is a heck of a human being. 

I will miss SAM. It has been said by 
Susan and others that he has just al-
ways got a warm smile. He greets you 
on the airplane. He is a pleasure to 
travel with. He will come up and give 
you a picture that he took from the 
last holiday party, sometimes like a 
year and a half earlier because he has 
kept it in his pocket for a long time 
waiting to see you. 

SAM, you are just a wonderful friend 
and human being, and I am so honored 
to have served with you. 

So let’s talk about another great 
human being and public servant, LOIS 
CAPPS. What I love about LOIS and will 
deeply miss is the fact that she is a 
nurse to the core, and a health advo-
cate. She really, as a Member of Con-
gress, and as a health advocate, just 
walks the walk all the time, constantly 
advocating for affordable and acces-
sible health care for all, and that in-
cludes, obviously, being a champion 
with her work for the Affordable Care 
Act. She really does leave this institu-
tion, I think, as one of its most re-
spected members, one of the kindest 
members, certainly one of the ones 
with widespread affection from her col-
leagues. That is a reputation that I 
think everyone in public life should 
strive for. 

LOIS, of course, is another stalwart 
for California’s oceans and our coast, 
and has helped lead the charge against 
offshore drilling throughout her ten-
ure. 

I think the part of LOIS that I will es-
pecially appreciate and especially miss 
is that she is my living bridge to a 
wonderful time in my life when I was a 
student at UC Santa Barbara. Of 
course, LOIS herself is a graduate of 
USCB, and I know that my fellow 
alumni and everyone in the UCSB com-
munity is so proud of her. 

It is extra special because, of course, 
she holds the seat in Congress that was 
previously held by the late Walter 
Capps, a UCSB professor who was one 
of my favorite professors way back in 
the 1980s when I was a Gaucho student. 

Finally, it is tough to say good-bye, 
but we have to, to our great friend, 
MIKE HONDA, who has so ably rep-
resented the Bay Area on the Appro-
priations Committee. He has made sure 
that Congress has invested in key pri-
orities for our Bay Area region. The ex-
tension of BART is just one of many, 
many examples of MIKE’s great work. 

He served in public life for more than 
3 decades, from the San Jose School 
Board to the Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors, the California Assem-
bly, and here in Congress. 

MIKE’s very special service draws 
upon his life experience. He has just 
been an incredible champion for civil 
rights and human rights and equality. 
He has really been our North Star, I 
think, here in Congress on these crit-
ical issues. 

He has gone to bat for the AAPI com-
munity, the LGBT community and, 
frankly, anyone who has been dis-
advantaged and who needs a champion 
in their quest for equality. 

MIKE is my neighbor here in Wash-
ington. I will miss running into him. I 
will miss seeing that old, beat-up, first- 
generation Toyota Prius with all the 
faded stickers on the bumper. Most of 
all, I will just miss MIKE’s great sense 
of humor, his warm smile, and his 
friendship; but I do know that that 
friendship will continue. 

Mr. Speaker, and my colleague, ZOE 
LOFGREN, thank you for the time to 
lend my voice of appreciation and grat-
itude to these great, great, champions 
for California and for our country. We 
wish them well. 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I had a 
number of other Members who had 
planned to be here but, because of the 
hour, there is a conflicting event, so 
they will be adding their voices to the 
RECORD. 

Let me just close by saying that our 
delegation—really, all the Congress 
and the public—are going to miss the 
distinguished service of SAM FARR, 
LOIS CAPPS, LORETTA SANCHEZ, MIKE 
HONDA, and Janice Hahn. Each of them 
very different, but each of them made 
their mark in a way that will not be 
forgotten. We are sad to see them go, 
but here’s the good news: we have fresh 
faces coming in to replace them who 
are very distinguished and who will 
also make their mark because none of 
us here will be here forever. We are just 
passing through this people’s House in 
an effort to serve our country as best 
we can. Certainly, these Members have 
served that public with tremendous 
distinction, and we are honored to have 
served with them. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

UNMANAGEABLE CABINET 
AGENCIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the opportunity to address the people’s 
House this evening. 

Last night, I talked about my initial 
reflections on having been a freshman 
Congressman spending my first term in 
the United States House of Representa-
tives. Last evening, I talked at length 
about the growth of the administrative 
state, the expansion of executive 
power, to the detriment of the first 
branch, the legislative branch. I traced 
those changes from my previous serv-
ice on Capitol Hill as a young man in 
the Senate staff of the U.S. Senate 
Banking Committee, and then, most 
recently, working for President Bush 41 
during his 4 years in the Presidency. 

Tonight I want to turn and continue 
that discussion with our American peo-
ple, Mr. Speaker, and talk about how 
the cabinet agencies, since I worked for 
President Bush, worked in cabinet af-
fairs, coordinated economic policy dur-
ing the last 2 years of his Presidency 
from the White House staff. I want to 
talk tonight about those cabinet agen-
cies and how, in my view, they have be-
come essentially unmanageable. 

You can see the critical need for 
spending and personnel reform in many 
of our departments. In fact, one may 
assume that change is desired by both 
the legislative and executive branches, 
yet reform flounders, whether it was at 
the Pentagon under Secretary Rums-
feld during Bush 43 or the Veterans Af-
fairs Department today under the cur-
rent administration. 

I have watched the VA for the past 2 
years. Secretary McDonald’s plans 
changed, laws are changed, yet malfea-
sance, incompetence, and worse persist. 

On just this Monday, Mr. Speaker, 
The Washington Post published a 
shocking report that Pentagon officials 
buried evidence of $125 billion in bu-
reaucratic waste during 2015. For that 
horrific activity, they were the recipi-
ent of this month’s Golden Fleece 
Award by my office. 

To make it worse, they even made 
the effort, according to The Wash-
ington Post, of hiding this effort, 
knowing that it would be impetus for 
the Congress to come together and cut 
their budget. Clearly, that is a problem 
with an unmanageable cabinet agency. 

I have seen this firsthand right in 
Little Rock, my hometown, where the 
center of the Air Force’s C–130 program 
is, for America’s airlift, where the De-
partment of the Air Force officials 
planned for years to transfer aircraft 
from Keesler Air Force Base in Mis-
sissippi to Little Rock Air Force Base, 
basing it as a critical, cost-saving ini-
tiative, along with other force struc-
ture changes of some $922 million 
across future years of their 5-year plan. 

Yet, Congress’ meddling prevented 
this commonsense Air Force plan cost- 
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saving initiative. So these bureaucratic 
efforts in the cabinet agencies that 
make them, in my view, unmanageable 
come both from the executive and from 
the legislative. 

Looking at the Veterans Affairs De-
partment, some 360,000 employees, up 
140,000 in the past decade alone. About 
two-thirds of the members are civilian 
employees, are part of the American 
Federation of Government Employees 
and Service Employees International 
Union. These VA employees are subject 
to, of course, the protections by the 
Merit Systems Protection Board. 

While there are many hardworking 
and dedicated VA employees, both in 
the healthcare area, across our VA hos-
pitals, and in benefits, and many union 
members fight for high standards and 
fight for high quality across our vet-
erans system, the facts are stubborn 
things, and they remain that the VA 
has had serious quality, ethics, and 
management issues that are hurting 
veterans and hurting the reputation of 
the Federal Government. 

Just in this Congress alone, under 
the leadership of Congressman JEFF 
MILLER, the chairman of our Veterans 
Affairs Committee during this Con-
gress, we have seen reforms to rein in 
construction spending by the VA, 
clawback bonuses, fire bad actors, stop 
paying official time to do union work. 
We have seen, though, people not fired, 
even though people have died in VA 
health care. 

We have seen a $300 million hospital 
complex, Mr. Speaker, be $1 billion 
over budget; not possible, in my view, 
in the private sector. So there is no 
doubt that our cabinet agencies need 
reform. We talked about regulatory re-
form, executive overreach reform, but 
we must have work rule reform in our 
agencies. 

The other thing I want to touch on 
tonight before I talk about solutions is 
just spending overall to fund the obli-
gations of our Federal Government. 

Every month, I receive numerous let-
ters about the $1.1 trillion in annual 
spending that Congress typically ap-
proves each year. When done properly, 
this annual spending is approved by 
way of 12 appropriations bills in this 
body, the people’s House, and six ap-
propriations bills in the Senate. They 
are conferenced together, and they are 
presented to the President for his veto 
or approval. 

The problem is that this very typical, 
very constitutional program that has 
been applied for 240 years about how to 
authorize and appropriate funds to op-
erate our government just no longer 
typically happens, yet this is Congress’ 
most fundamental obligation under Ar-
ticle I. 

The appropriations clause is but 16 
words long. ‘‘No money shall be drawn 
from the Treasury, but in Consequence 
of Appropriations made by law.’’ 

This is our job, yet the last time that 
all the appropriations bills were passed 
individually and enacted into law be-
fore October 1 of a new fiscal year was 

1994. My, that is a terrible track 
record. 

So this is not a President Obama 
issue or a President Bush issue. This is 
an issue of the Congress itself. Now you 
know why, after 20 years, I have seen 
so many things change, and not for the 
better, coming back to Washington to 
represent the people of central Arkan-
sas. 

b 2030 

What happens without such a process 
of appropriations bills is what we will 
be voting on this week: a continuing 
resolution which simply freezes spend-
ing at current levels and extends for-
ward to a date certain, or, as an alter-
native to that kind of continuing reso-
lution, an omnibus spending bill where 
everything is rolled into one. 

These massive bills reflect the work, 
hopefully, of our House and Senate 
committees. They frequently contain 
items, Mr. Speaker, that are 
parachuted into the bill at the end of 
the negotiations between the House 
and the Senate, and those produce fire-
works on both sides of the political 
spectrum. 

The irony about that debate of that 
$1.1 trillion in typical annual spending, 
approved by this body, is that it 
composes about $600 billion—50 per-
cent—that goes to our national defense 
that funds the essential expenditures 
for our men and women in uniform. 
About $80 billion goes to our veterans 
and military construction projects 
around the United States and the 
world, and the balance is for every-
thing else that we consider govern-
ment: highway finance, local education 
initiatives that go to our States, our 
national parks, and help for our Corps 
of Engineers on our ports and along our 
rivers. 

What shocks the Arkansans that I re-
spond to about their letters is that, 
while I appreciate their correspond-
ence, their emails about that $1.1 tril-
lion in spending, the so-called domestic 
discretionary spending, I remain frus-
trated that Congress’ lack of action on 
the other $3.5 trillion that this govern-
ment spends is in the mandatory 
spending portion of the budget. It is 
not subject to annual appropriations. 

So I thank you for your mail and 
your suggestions about how we can re-
form spending at the Pentagon or re-
form spending in our national forests 
or our national parks, but $3.5 trillion 
is in mandatory spending which funds 
Social Security, Social Security Dis-
ability, Medicaid health care for the 
poor, Medicare health care for the el-
derly, and interest on our national 
debt—and these programs are essen-
tially based on eligibility. 

Yet, many of us remain concerned 
about the size of our annual deficits— 
the total size of our national debt—par-
ticularly when you consider the size of 
the national debt to our total econ-
omy. We currently have about $19 tril-
lion in outstanding debt of the United 
States with about $6 trillion of that 

owed to foreign investors outside the 
U.S., principally in Japan and China. 
This debt is a percentage of our GDP, 
that is $19 trillion, which is about 100 
percent of GDP. 

Back in my twenties, when I worked 
for Senator Tower from Texas on the 
Senate Banking Committee, debt to 
GDP was about 30 percent. When I 
worked for President Bush 41 as a 
member of his White House staff for 
economic policy, our debt was about 50 
or 60 percent of GDP. Now you know 
why after 20 years I remain so con-
cerned, because it has now doubled. 

There is a lot of economic research 
that tells us about the dampening im-
pact on our national growth rates if we 
have national debt at these kinds of 
levels. It saps capital alternatives to 
the private sector that can bring faster 
growth. Clearly, since the Great Reces-
sion of 2008, we have had low growth— 
well below what I believe should be the 
growth rate of this great economy. 

Likewise, we are at a time of low in-
terest rates. Interest rates are likely 
on the rise. And while we are paying a 
modest amount of interest on that 
soon-to-be $19 trillion dollars today, 
the Congressional Budget Office be-
lieves that, as interest rates gradually 
increase over the next few months and 
years, interest will move from about 
$220 billion to $830 billion, Mr. Speaker, 
over the next 10 years, surpassing what 
we spend as a nation on our national 
defense. So there is no doubt the Fed-
eral Government has grown too big and 
too complex and interferes too greatly. 
We must get our fiscal house in order. 

Mr. Speaker, eliminating waste and 
fraud will not do it. Raising taxes 
won’t do it. I am always reminded by 
members of the opposition that insist 
that we can only balance our budget by 
raising taxes. Winston Churchill’s fa-
vorite quote about taxes: ‘‘We contend 
that for a nation to try to tax itself 
into prosperity is like a man standing 
in a bucket and trying to lift it himself 
by the handle.’’ It is not going to do it, 
Mr. Speaker. 

This problem is too large and re-
quires reform, and it requires this Con-
gress to reform in the out-years and 
put us on the right track. Former Joint 
Chief of Staff Chairman Michael 
Mullen said in 2010, 6 years ago, Mr. 
Speaker, that the biggest national se-
curity problem facing the United 
States was the size of our national 
debt. 

So let me talk now, Mr. Speaker, 
about potential solutions that this 
Congress has to adopt working with 
our President-elect in the coming days, 
in the coming years, and in the early 
months of the Trump administration. 
First, Congress, heal thyself. We must 
reassert our Article I powers: the 
power of the purse; the power of the 
proper appropriations process. We don’t 
need someone to impose that. We need 
to impose it on ourselves. 

We need to remind the American peo-
ple to contact us, to help us return to 
regular order and return to the appro-
priations process. We need all 12 of 
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those bills passed and we need to stop 
depending on continuing resolutions 
like we will this week. This is some-
thing I think that is fundamental. 

Let’s talk about some of the reforms 
to that budget process tonight. In this 
Congress, I was proud to support the 
Biennial Budgeting and Enhanced 
Oversight Act, which was introduced 
by REID RIBBLE of Wisconsin. If this 
bill passes, it would help the govern-
ment fix our broken budget system by 
establishing a biennial budget cycle. I 
think this would provide Federal agen-
cies with the kind of planning capa-
bility that would make them much 
more effective. We could identify cost 
savings, no doubt, in the important in-
frastructure area and long-term sys-
tems issues that we have, particularly 
in the Pentagon. This would be a large 
advantage. 

After reflecting on this, I support 
abolishing our Budget Committee proc-
ess. Put in place in 1974, the intent was 
to have a way to rein in the executive. 
The Budget Act of 1974 was to help pun-
ish Richard Nixon. I believe that if we 
abolish the Budget Committee, we can 
allow our authorizing committees to 
serve both an authorizing and an ap-
propriating function. We can eliminate 
redundancies in our Federal Govern-
ment, and we can look inward in how 
we can eliminate also unnecessary pro-
cedures in Congress that waste time. In 
turn, our Appropriations Committee 
would oversee the budget resolutions, 
making sure that Congress spends no 
more than what we have approved in a 
budget resolution and that we can re-
view individual ceilings for appro-
priating money for those government 
functions that don’t require an author-
ization. 

I also support the idea of properly di-
recting the Congressional Budget Of-
fice to account for, or score, in their 
terminology, for long-term invest-
ments as budget impacts versus just 
current-year spending. These ideas are 
not revolutionary; they are well 
known. 

We are stuck in the past, Mr. Speak-
er, and we must reform ourselves start-
ing with this budget and appropria-
tions process. In fact, these ideas are as 
old as my boss’ suggestions. John 
Tower was a 24-year veteran of the 
Senate. He served on the Budget Com-
mittee and was chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee in the Senate. 
These were his ideas upon his retire-
ment in 1984 as to how to make the 
Congress more effective. 

The Congressional Budget Office re-
lies on a set of government statistics 
including GDP growth, inflation, and 
tax receipts. It takes into accounts dy-
namic scoring. In my view, these 
things need to be done in a more proper 
way to better calculate the cost of leg-
islation and the benefits for the econ-
omy. For example, CBO does not cur-
rently include interest payments on 
the debt when scoring new legislation. 
As previously mentioned, this interest 
will grow exponentially in the coming 

years, and now spending programs and 
reforms, in my view, ought to be cal-
culated and take into account the 
agency costs and the carrying costs on 
our national debt. 

Another recommended reform to the 
CBO from our House Budget Com-
mittee would be to eliminate built-in 
discretionary inflation, removing the 
automatic extensions of expiring pro-
grams, and removing the current as-
sumption that entitlement payments 
will continue at current levels even 
when their trust funds are predicted to 
be insolvent. These practices currently 
used by CBO result in automatic plus- 
ups for the baseline budget, and these 
reforms, in my view, will remove the 
current bias to ever higher spending 
levels. 

We ought to consider what we do in 
the private sector, Mr. Speaker, zero- 
based budgeting to assess what is real-
ly needed and not needed in our Fed-
eral agencies. What a great idea for Mr. 
Trump’s incoming new Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. In-
terior Department, let’s go to zero- 
based budgeting. Let’s have you justify 
to the Chief Financial Officer in the In-
terior Department every program, and 
then come to Congress with your rec-
ommendation of what we really should 
be doing at Interior or any other bu-
reau or cabinet agency of the govern-
ment. 

House and Senate bills have been in-
troduced on this issue. Representative 
DUNCAN of Tennessee and Senator 
THUNE of South Dakota would, I think, 
bring a lot of common sense. They 
would say that if private enterprises 
are performing activities duplicated by 
an arm of the Federal Government, 
then they would have the opportunity 
to compete for that work that Federal 
agencies unnecessarily handle in-house 
and, therefore, give better value to our 
taxpayers. 

IT investments—information tech-
nology—is a critical function in all of 
our private sector life. Yet, GAO, the 
Government Accountability Office, 
found that 75 percent of the technology 
budget for the Federal Government 
goes to just painting up and fixing 
aging technology rather than modern-
izing and going in a different direction 
on IT. 

They are actually still using floppy 
disks at the Pentagon and maintaining 
1970s-era computer platforms. Look, 
that stuff ought to be in the Smithso-
nian, not at the Pentagon. The report 
notes that the Social Security systems 
that are used to determine our eligi-
bility and our benefits are more than 30 
years old and are based on COBOL com-
puter language. Mr. Speaker, I used 
COBOL computer language when I was 
in college almost 40 years ago. We need 
that kind of reform in order to be com-
petitive and provide services to our 
constituents and safe, cyber-ready pro-
tections. We have already witnessed 
the Office of Personnel Management 
losing people’s identities and creating 
identify theft right in the middle of a 

Federal computer system that is sup-
posed to be the best. 

Our chairman of the House Oversight 
and Government Reform Committee, 
JASON CHAFFETZ, has expressed his sup-
port for modernizing our government’s 
aging systems, calling it a vital part of 
infrastructure that we need in order to 
have a fully functional government. I 
couldn’t agree more. We don’t need to 
shortchange these agencies when it 
comes to delivering a safe, cyber-pro-
tected IT infrastructure. 

Last night I talked about the admin-
istrative state, the growth of regula-
tion, and the cost of regulation exceed-
ing that of all the revenues from the 
tax system. Let’s talk about what we 
can do to rein in regulatory costs. The 
House passed a Separation of Powers 
Restoration Act in 2016, which would 
amend the Administrative Procedure 
Act, to require the courts to decide all 
de novo relevant questions of law, in-
cluding the interpretation of constitu-
tional and statutory provisions and 
rules. This bill would eliminate the 
Chevron deference, which, in my view, 
is blocking common sense being used 
and direction of this people’s House 
and the Senate over our regulatory 
body. 

This is not a new topic, Mr. Speaker. 
James Madison in Federalist 51 dis-
cussed the need of each branch of gov-
ernment to guard against overreach by 
another. He stated that when an over-
reach occurs, ambition must be to 
counteract ambition. 

That is what we want to do in this 
House, Mr. Speaker. We have passed 
the REINS Act, Regulations From the 
Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act. The 
REINS Act, which passed this act over-
whelmingly, said that any major rule 
like those that I described last night 
that cost the economy more than $100 
million would require coming back to 
Congress for approval. That will put 
the people’s Representatives here in 
charge of the administrative state and 
not the other way around. 

I referenced a few minutes ago The 
Washington Post story about uncover-
ing $125 billion of hidden-away, mis-
directed spending at the Pentagon that 
I awarded this month’s Golden Fleece 
Award. 

b 2045 

I brought back the Golden Fleece 
from the seventies. It was created by 
Senator William Proxmire of Wis-
consin. It is that kind of thing that I 
think calls attention to egregious be-
havior by the Executive and allows us 
to have policy changes here. I com-
mend former Senator Tom Coburn and 
his successor Senator LANKFORD for the 
same kind of work. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to turn 
to the subject of the Community Em-
powerment Initiative, something that I 
have spent a lot of time on in my dis-
trict in Little Rock, finding ways to 
fight poverty and use the talents and 
time of the private sector to do that, 
and also to identify ways that we can 
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find a better way to enhance the lives 
of American citizens, get them out of 
poverty, get them the education they 
need and the skills they need to suc-
ceed in our economy. 

This is the big challenge before the 
incoming Trump administration and 
this Congress. It is important that peo-
ple have a vested interest in their com-
munity and have a sense of community 
engagement about how we do what I 
talked about last night, the idea that 
we let people closest to the problems 
solve those problems and not be de-
pendent on one-size-fits-all challenges 
here. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to 
have been reelected and continue to 
serve the citizens of Arkansas and our 
country. I am humbled to be asked to 
raise my hand on January 3 and again 
affirm my allegiance to our country 
and our beloved Constitution. 

Every Thursday morning, we assem-
ble for the House prayer breakfast, and 
every Thursday morning I feel the 
prayers around our country, for our 
country. We in that group pray for all 
of our families. We pray for our men 
and women in uniform around our 
world protecting our liberties and our 
freedoms. I pray for each of the fami-
lies in my district, that they have the 
health and prosperity and the ability 
to pursue happiness under our great 
Constitution. 

On behalf of my family, I wish all of 
the people of the Second Congressional 
District of Arkansas a blessed Christ-
mas season. May God bless our troops 
overseas and our great Nation. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. CLYBURN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 795. An act to enhance whistleblower 
protection for contractor and grantee em-
ployees. 

S. 3395. An act to require limitations on 
prescribed burns. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 47 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 8, 2016, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7785. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Lieutenant General 
Anthony G. Crutchfield, United States 
Army, and his advancement to the grade of 
lieutenant general on the retired list, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, 
Sec. 112 (as amended by Public Law 104-106, 
Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

7786. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Submission of Food and Drug Administra-
tion Import Data in the Automated Commer-
cial Environment [Docket No.: FDA-2016-N- 
1487] (RIN: 0910-AH41) received December 2, 
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7787. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s direct final 
rule — New Animal Drugs for Use in Animal 
Feed; Category Definitions; Confirmation of 
Effective Date [Docket No.: FDA-2016-N-1896) 
received December 2, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

7788. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Arkan-
sas River; Little Rock, AR [Docket No.: 
USCG-2016-0992] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
December 2, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

7789. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the twelfth 
annual Federal Trade Commission Report on 
Ethanol Market Concentration, pursuant to 
42 U.S.C. 7545(o)(10)(B); July 14, 1955, ch. 360, 
title II, Sec. 211 (amended by Public Law 109- 
58, Sec. 1501(a)(2)); (119 Stat. 1074); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

7790. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Energy Labeling Rule 
(RIN: 3084-AB15) received December 2, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

7791. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — Used Motor Vehicle 
Trade Regulation Rule (RIN: 3084-AB05) re-
ceived December 2, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

7792. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political- 
Military Affairs, Department of State, trans-
mitting the 2016 edition of the Department’s 
annual ‘‘To Walk the Earth in Safety’’ re-
port; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7793. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of 

Offer and Acceptance for the Government of 
Peru, Transmittal No. 16-76, pursuant to Sec. 
36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, as 
amended; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

7794. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance for the Government of 
Finland, Transmittal No. 16-65, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

7795. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of 
Offer and Acceptance to the Government of 
Australia, Transmittal No. 16-54, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

7796. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-069, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7797. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-110, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7798. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-098, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7799. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-039, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7800. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-095, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(d) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

7801. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting Transmittal No. DDTC 16-112, 
pursuant to Sections 36(c) and (d) of the 
Arms Export Control Act; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

7802. A letter from the Deputy Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Department of Education, trans-
mitting the Department’s FY 2014 and 2015 
Inventory of Inherently Governmental Ac-
tivities and of Commercial Activities, pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 501 note; Public Law 105-270, 
Sec. 2(c)(1)(A); (112 Stat. 2382); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

7803. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Regulatory Affairs Law Division, Office of 
the General Counsel, Department of Home-
land Security, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Freedom of Information 
Act Regulations [Docket No.: DHS-2009-0036] 
(RIN: 1601-AA00) received December 5, 2016, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form. 

7804. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
a notification of a federal vacancy and des-
ignation of acting officer, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

7805. A letter from the Program Specialist, 
LRAD, Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rules — Ap-
praisals for Higher-Priced Mortgage Loans 
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