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potential owners in the U.S. have, however, 
faced barriers because of state statutes of lim-
itation, which in some cases would have ex-
pired even before the end of World War II. 

In a 2009 case, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit ruled that a law in Cali-
fornia that sought to extend the statute of limi-
tations for Holocaust art recovery infringed on 
federal authority over foreign affairs. 

Under this legislation, individuals would 
have as many as six years from the time they 
discovered the identity and location of a piece 
of art or other property, or learned that they 
may have ownership of such art or property, 
to file an ownership claim. 

The bill’s findings would express the sense 
of Congress that setting one federal statute of 
limitations will allow claims to be settled 
through alternative dispute resolution methods 
that will produce more just and fair outcomes. 

Pre-existing claims would be considered dis-
covered on the date of the bill’s enactment, in-
cluding claims that had previously been barred 
by federal or state statutes of limitation. 

While we can never erase the horrors of the 
Holocaust from human history, we can do our 
part to bring these treasures back to the fami-
lies of those who suffered and sacrificed so 
much during that dark time. 

I join the American Society of Appraisers, 
B’nai B’rith International, the Federal Bar As-
sociation, the World Jewish Congress, and the 
World Jewish Restitution Organization in sup-
porting this important legislation. 

Academy Award-winning actress Helen 
Mirren, who starred in the 2015 film ‘‘Woman 
in Gold,’’ about the real life Maria Altmann’s 
fight to reclaim a painting taken from her fam-
ily during this horrific atrocity, has pledged her 
support as well, testifying on behalf of com-
panion bi-partisan legislation introduced in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee by the Senior 
Senator from Texas, my friend JOHN CORNYN. 

We know there are many cases that still cry 
out for justice. 

For 75 years, since the start of World War 
II, these unremedied claims have seared fes-
tering wounds into the lives of brave survivors 
and their families. 

This legislation will finally allow us to cele-
brate the heirlooms and artifacts of varied her-
itage that stitch together the diversity of Amer-
ican culture with the thread of age-old and in-
tegral property rights we still cherish today. 

The legislation before us is intended to help 
us remove that stain once and for all. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I strongly support 
this legislation and urge all Members to join 
me in voting for its passage. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

This legislation is supported by 
many, including the American Jewish 
Committee, B’nai B’rith International, 
the Commission for Art Recovery, the 
World Jewish Congress, the World Jew-
ish Restitution Organization, and the 
Association of Art Museum Directors. 

I do applaud Chairman GOODLATTE 
and Mr. NADLER for their work on this 
important legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

Just kind of parenthetically, I 
watched a movie called ‘‘Race,’’ which 
was put out last fall, about Jesse 
Owens. It was a movie about the 1936 
Olympics and how Hitler didn’t want 
him to participate and how there were 

two Jewish runners who were supposed 
to participate and they were scratched 
by our American Olympic chairman be-
cause he didn’t want the Jewish men to 
run in front of Hitler and win—because 
they would have—and the Americans 
won by a large amount of space and 
time, and that was not allowed. 

Things that happened there should 
never be forgotten. Elie Wiesel was re-
membered at the Holocaust Museum 
recently, after he passed earlier this 
year. He told us that we can never for-
get, and we always should bear witness. 

We should bear witness and remem-
ber and try to do justice for the vic-
tims of the Holocaust, as we should to 
the people who have been disenfran-
chised and damaged and hurt by our 
periods of Jim Crow and slavery. Keep 
us attuned and aware and alert. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, this 
is important legislation. I commend 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, as well as Members on this side 
of the aisle, for their bipartisan spirit 
in passing this. 

This will only do a small thing rel-
ative to trying to right the wrongs of 
the history of the Nazi regime, but it is 
an important step in that process. I 
strongly support the bill and urge my 
colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 6130, the ‘‘Holocaust Expropriated 
Art Recovery Act of 2016.’’ 

This bill creates a new uniform Federal 6- 
year statute of limitations for Nazi-stolen art-
work and other cultural property and would 
allow Nazi-era stolen art claims currently 
barred by existing statutes of limitations to 
proceed in court. It also makes clear that the 
statute of limitations begins only after a claim-
ant makes an actual discovery of his or her 
claim to artwork of disputed provenance. 

Victims of Nazi theft of artwork deserve ac-
cess to the courts so that they can try to get 
some justice for the wrongs committed against 
them. This bill is critical to giving them that 
chance. The Nazis were notorious for, among 
other things, stealing hundreds of thousands 
of artworks from Europe during their reign of 
terror in the 1930’s and 1940’s, in what has 
been described as the greatest displacement 
of art in human history. 

The American Jewish Congress, B’nai B’rith 
International, and the Association of Art Mu-
seum Directors, among others, support this 
bill. 

While nothing we do can ever fully com-
pensate victims of the Nazis, we can at least 
take this modest step towards helping those 
victims get some measure of restitution. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6130. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
H.R. 2028, ENERGY AND WATER 
DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016, AND PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF S. 612, 
GEORGE P. KAZEN FEDERAL 
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 
Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee 

on Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 114–849) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 949) providing for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2028) making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
and providing for consideration of the 
bill (S. 612) to designate the Federal 
building and United States courthouse 
located at 1300 Victoria Street in La-
redo, Texas, as the ‘‘George P. Kazen 
Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse’’, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

b 1800 

KEVIN AND AVONTE’S LAW OF 2016 
Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4919) to amend the Violent 
Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994, to reauthorize the Missing 
Alzheimer’s Disease Patient Alert Pro-
gram, and to promote initiatives that 
will reduce the risk of injury and death 
relating to the wandering characteris-
tics of some children with autism, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4919 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kevin and 
Avonte’s Law of 2016’’. 
TITLE I—MISSING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

PATIENT ALERT PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION 

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Missing 

Americans Alert Program Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 102. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE MISSING 

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT 
ALERT PROGRAM. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 240001 of the 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 14181) is amended— 

(1) in the section header, by striking ‘‘ALZ-
HEIMER’S DISEASE PATIENT’’ and inserting 
‘‘AMERICANS’’; and 

(2) by striking subsection (a) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(a) GRANT PROGRAM TO REDUCE INJURY 
AND DEATH OF MISSING AMERICANS WITH DE-
MENTIA AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.— 
Subject to the availability of appropriations 
to carry out this section, the Attorney Gen-
eral, through the Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance and in consultation with the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services— 
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