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South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am grateful that President-
elect Donald Trump has appointed Dr.
Ben Carson to serve as Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development,
where he will promote opportunity for
success for everyone.

President-elect Trump announced:
“Ben Carson has a brilliant mind and is
passionate about strengthening com-
munities and families within those
communities . . . Ben shares my opti-
mism about the future of our country
and is part of ensuring that this is a
Presidency representing all Ameri-
cans.”

Dr. Carson knows that there is power
in education and hard work. He earned
a full scholarship to Yale University,
received his doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and then, at just age
33, became the director of pediatric
neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins.

With his dear wife, Candy, he started
the Carson Scholars Fund, a valuable
national scholarship program to em-
power students from all backgrounds
to strive for academic excellence and
community service.

Our Nation is fortunate that Dr. Ben
Carson has been nominated to this im-
portant position, and I am confident in
his future success for American fami-
lies.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

9/11 was the Pearl Harbor of our era,
being a surprise attack on our civiliza-
tion. President-elect Donald Trump,
with Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis,
will lead us to victory to protect Amer-
ican families.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 38
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

On this day 75 years ago, our Nation
was attacked, and war was visited upon
our people. In so many places in our
world, war rages still. May all leaders
be empowered to work toward lasting
peace, with the help of Your grace.

We ask also this day for wisdom, pa-
tience, and understanding among the
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Members of this people’s House. Give
them the generosity of heart, and the
courage of true leadership, to work as
true statesmen and women, toward a
common solution to the many issues
facing our Nation.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BARTON) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. BARTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. EDUARDO J.
PADRON ON RECEIVING THE
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREE-
DOM

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to recognize and congratulate Dr.
Eduardo Padron, president of my alma
mater, Miami Dade College, for receiv-
ing the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

As a fellow refugee who escaped the
Castro regime, I was honored to help
lead the effort to nominate Dr. Padron
for this meritorious recognition. He
has always made it his life’s work to
advocate on behalf of underserved pop-
ulations.

Through his expert guidance and
leadership, Dr. Padron has propelled
Miami Dade College into mnational
prominence by improving student ac-
cess, retention, and graduation, as well
as helping them with their professional
achievements.

Today, MDC enrolls and graduates
more minority students than any other
institution of higher education in the
country.

Congratulations to Dr. Padron on re-
ceiving our Nation’s highest civilian
honor. South Florida and the MDC
community could not be more proud of
you.
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T5TH ANNIVERSARY OF PEARL
HARBOR

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, my
heart is in Hawaii today. At almost
this exact time, on this very day 75
years ago, the first bombs were dropped
in the attack on Pearl Harbor. More
than 2,400 people perished on that fate-
ful day that will forever live in infamy.

We remember our brothers and sis-
ters who paid the ultimate price and
those who answered the call to serve in
the months and years that followed, in-
cluding our two former Senators
Inouye and Akaka, and the more than
320,000 who gave their lives in that war.

We remember the Japanese Ameri-
cans whose lives were forever changed
when, after the attack on Pearl Har-
bor, were thrown into internment
camps; and the brave nisei who, in
spite of these atrocities, volunteered to
serve, forming the nisei-only ‘“‘Go for
Broke’ 442nd Infantry Regiment, serv-
ing courageously and sacrificing great-
ly.

May we never forget what happened
at Pearl Harbor, the lessons learned,
and the sacrifices of all who served.

————

HONORING NED RANDOLPH

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a faithful public serv-
ant of Louisiana, Mr. Edward Gordon
Randolph, Jr., better known as Ned,
who passed away October 4, 2016, at the
age of 74.

Ned was a political force in Lou-
isiana. He served in the Louisiana
House of Representatives, the Lou-
isiana Senate, and served as mayor of
his hometown, the great city of Alex-
andria, Liouisiana.

Ned served in that capacity for over
20 years, and he had many, many ac-
complishments in that job. Among
those was the opening of the Alexan-
dria Riverfront Center, and advocating
for the transition from England Air
Force Base to England Airpark, which
is still in existence. He revitalized that
entire city and left behind a legacy of
great, great success.

So, again, just a tribute to Ned Ran-
dolph. He will be missed.

————

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF PEARL
HARBOR

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today
marks the 75th anniversary of the trag-
ic attacks on Pearl Harbor. It is a day
we reflect to remember over 2,400
Americans whose lives we lost that
morning.

Today I especially remember Army
Corporal Earl Wickett, a south Buffalo
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