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Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2017, | would have voted Aye, which is con-
sistent with my position on this legislation.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE NOMINEES FOR

THE 2016 WASHINGTON POST
PRINCIPAL OF THE YEAR
AWARD FOR PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY SCHOOLS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 2016 Washington Post Prin-
cipal of the Year Award nominees for Prince
William County Public Schools.

The Principal of the Year for Prince William
County will receive the Washington Post Prin-
cipal of the Year Award. Nominees must dem-
onstrate the ability to:

1. Manage effectively.

2. Demonstrate and encourage creativity
and innovation.

3. Foster cooperation between the school
and the community.

4. Maintain a continuing dialogue with stu-
dents, parents, faculty, and staff.

5. Keep abreast of developments in the field
of education.

6. Encourage team spirit.

7. Demonstrate leadership and exemplify
commitment.

8. Continue to play an active role in the
classroom.

9. Maintain their position as principal
throughout the 2016-2017 school year.

| would like to extend my personal congratu-
lations to the 2016 nominees for Prince Wil-
liam County Schools, Principal of the Year
Award.

Neil Beech—Osbourn Park High School.

Andrew Jacks—Ashland Elementary
School.

Michael Lint—New Dominion Alternative
Center.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in commending Principal of the Year
Award nominees for Prince William County
Public Schools, and in thanking them for their
dedication to leadership in our school system.
Their continued service will ensure that Prince
William County students are provided with a
world-class education in a more vibrant learn-
ing community.

——————

HONORING COLLEEN AND RICHARD
DAVIS, ANGELS IN ADOPTION

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great honor to introduce you and my col-
leagues to Colleen and Richard Davis, con-
stituents of mine from the Shenandoah Valley
in the 10th Congressional District of Virginia
who have provided extraordinary support for
mothers in crisis and their children.

| nominated Colleen and Richard Davis for
the Angels in Adoption program of the Con-
gressional Coalition on Adoption Institute this
year because, even with three children of their
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own, including one special needs adopted
child, Colleen and Richard Davis opened their
home to two infants in need.

Colleen had been dedicating her time and
energy to residents of the New Eve Maternity
Home in Winchester, Virginia, a home for
pregnant women in need. At the New Eve
home, Colleen met a young woman with twin
newborn boys who was having difficulty caring
for her babies. Colleen and Richard gener-
ously offered to take the twins into their home
and care for them until the mother was able to
provide a stable home.

For more than two years now, Colleen and
Richard Davis have welcomed these two chil-
dren into their family and have raised them as
their own. These acts of extraordinary gen-
erosity are inspired by a sense of loving com-
passion for their neighbors in need.

Mr. Speaker, stories of unsung heroes like
Colleen and Richard Davis are taking place
throughout our nation and | ask that we re-
member with gratitude these “Angels in Adop-
tion” who are making a significant difference
in our communities. | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring Colleen and Richard
Davis, and wishing them all the best in their
future endeavors.

RECOGNIZING JOSE R. RODRIGUEZ
AS AN OUTSTANDING PUBLIC
SERVANT

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jose R. Rodriguez for his tireless
work as Director of Operations and Grants Co-
ordinator.

| first met Jose when he began an intern-
ship in my office in 2013 and from the begin-
ning he stood out as an exceptional worker.
After only a few weeks, he was hired as Con-
stituent Services Representatives where he
helped many of my constituents and their fam-
ilies with housing, immigration, and veterans
issues. He was part of the team of case-
workers that helped recover and save over
$500,000 for residents of Florida’s Ninth Con-
gressional District.

After a few months on the job, he proved to
be a valuable asset, capable of handling mul-
tiple roles with great knowledge and skill. For
this reason he was promoted to Director of
Operations, where he was responsible, among
other things, for overseeing the administrative
operations of my district offices. He also
served in a dual role as Grants Coordinator
and helped many local municipalities and non-
profit organizations seek federal funding. Jose
was able to help bring over $7 million dollars
in federal funds for various local organizations,
including money for education and first re-
sponders.

As further proof of his tenacity, Jose was
able to complete his law degree while working
fulltime and raising two beautiful children,
Josue and Deborah.

As Jose’s tenure in my office comes to an
end, | want to recognize his service to my of-
fice and the community, and | wish all the best
to him and his family.

December 7, 2016

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ALLEN
PARK HISTORICAL MUSEUM ON
THE DATE OF ITS PEARL HAR-
BOR REMEMBRANCE DAY 75TH
ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Allen Park Historical Museum
on the date of its Pearl Harbor Remembrance
Day 75th Anniversary Fundraiser. The Allen
Park Historical Museum has served as an im-
portant venue for the metro Detroit community
to educate individuals about the background of
historically significant events that have shaped
our country.

Located in a farmhouse built in 1888, the
Allen Park Historical Museum has provided
Allen Park and the surrounding communities
with a free and accessible forum to learn
about the history of the city and pivotal events
in American history. The Museum displays po-
lice and firefighter memorabilia as well as mili-
tary artifacts and cultural objects like furniture
and toys that showcase life from different
eras. In addition to regular exhibits, the Allen
Park Historical Museum also periodically spon-
sors fundraisers to engage with the community
while providing resources for the museum.
These additional events allow historians and
other experts to further explore our nation’s
heritage in different contexts.

The Allen Park Historical Museum not only
serves as a venue for residents of Allen Park
and surrounding areas, but also provides im-
portant resources that help educate southeast
Michigan about historically significant events.
The underwriting of experiences like Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day underscore the
community’s commitment to ensuring that crit-
ical milestones in American history are placed
in the proper context. It is heartening to see
the Allen Park community play a leading role
in promoting American history, and | am con-
fident that the museum will continue to host
engaging and relevant exhibits that educate
and entertain individuals of all ages.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the success of the Allen
Park Historical Museum on the date of its
Pearl Harbor Day fundraiser. The museum
provides cultural enrichment through its docu-
mentation of historical events through its ex-
hibits.

TRIBUTE TO JIM DERMODY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Jim
Dermody, Principal of Lewis Central Middle
School in Council Bluffs, lowa, for being
named the Administrator of the Year by the
lowa Talented and Gifted (ITAG) Association.

Jim has been an outspoken advocate for
ITAG programs at Lewis Central Middle
School, recognizing that success requires par-
ticipation from the whole school, not just spe-
cial ITAG instructors. He utilizes partnerships
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