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The passage of 21st Century Cures
also represents an important step to-
ward the discovery and development of
new treatments for many diseases, like
cancer and Alzheimer’s, in addition to
empowering individuals, families, and
employers across the country with
more healthcare options.

I was proud to have supported this
pioneering legislation, and I look for-
ward to its swiftly being signed into
law.

WIIN AND CEPP

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of the Water
Infrastructure Improvements for the
Nation Act, or the WIIN Act. Included
in this package, which is expected to be
considered in the House later in the
week, is the Central Everglades Plan-
ning Project, which is of critical im-
portance to the ecological health of the
State of Florida. This project will sig-
nificantly increase freshwater flows
from Lake Okeechobee through the Ev-
erglades and down into Florida Bay,
providing critical relief to our water
reservoirs and to a stressed ecosystem
in the bay.

The health of Florida Bay is a moral
and an environmental cause. It is also
vital to south Florida’s multibillion-
dollar tourism industry, making Ever-
glades restoration an important local
issue as well as a major national pri-
ority. Long-term restoration will be
achieved primarily by constructing
projects for the conveyance, treatment,
and storage of water and, ultimately,
the restoration of freshwater flow from
north to south. CEPP contributes to all
of these goals.

I thank Chairman SHUSTER for work-
ing with me to include $1.9 billion for
the Everglades Restoration Program in
the WIIN Act. I am proud that, through
bipartisan efforts, we were able to in-
clude this much-needed funding for Ev-
erglades restoration, and I look for-
ward to getting this bill signed into
law.

FY 2017 NDAA AND SPOC ACT

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to applaud the House’s pas-
sage of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for 2017.

This bipartisan legislation strongly
supports our servicemembers by pro-
viding a much-deserved 2.1 percent pay
raise and improves access to health
care for them and for their families. It
prohibits the administration from
transferring our naval base in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, to the Castro dicta-
torship. It also protects victims who
report sexual assault from personal and
professional retaliation by making ‘‘re-
taliation’ a separate offense under the
Uniform Code of Military Justice.

In addition, I am grateful that my
bill, the Service Provider Opportunity
Clarification Act, was included in the
final package. Any large business that
receives a contract for more than
$650,000 must show the Federal Govern-
ment how it will use small businesses
as subcontractors.

Subcontracting is an important
entry point for new Federal contrac-
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tors. Without a robust and wide base of
subcontractors, we will have fewer
prime contractors tomorrow—meaning
fewer suppliers, manufacturers, and
innovators—and this will all result in
increased costs to American taxpayers.

I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and
Chairman CHABOT for including my bill
and for their hard work in moving the
NDAA forward. Their efforts serve as
an excellent example of Congress’
working together on behalf of the
brave men and women who are tasked
with keeping our country safe. I look
forward to the legislation being signed
into law.

CONGRATULATING SOUTHRIDGE SPARTANS

FOOTBALL
Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate the

Southridge Spartans football team on
their first trip to the State finals since
1999.

After a 2-2 start to the season, the
Spartans’ defense stepped up and shut
out all future opponents from scoring a
touchdown. The Spartans outscored
their final five opponents by a whop-
ping 151-0, finishing the season with a
7-2 record and earning a spot in the
Florida State playoffs.

After defeating Coral Gables in the
quarterfinals, Southridge faced off
against Deerfield Beach in the
semifinals. The Spartans overcame six
turnovers, five of which came in their
own territory, to defeat Deerfield
Beach 26-7 and to clinch their rightful
place in the championship game this
Saturday in Orlando v. Dr. Phillips
High School.

I congratulate head coach Billy Rolle
and principal Miret, along with the
players, students, faculty, and alumni
of Miami Southridge High School, for
their amazing season thus far.

Good luck. Bring the championship
home.

———
VIETNAM VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. ABRAHAM) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of Veterans Day last month, I in-
troduce Louisiana House Concurrent
Resolution 43 into the United States
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

This resolution recognizes November
13, 2013, through November 11, 2025, as
the commemoration of the 50th Anni-
versary of the Vietnam War. It is im-
portant that we recognize our Nation’s
heroes who served with valor and honor
through this long war, which in many
ways defined an entire generation of
Americans. By the end of the Vietnam
war, nearly 3 million American service-
men and servicewomen had served
within the borders of Vietnam in some
capacity in that conflict. We would
like to take this time to honor all
Vietnam veterans and, especially, the
more than 58,000 patriots who paid the
ultimate sacrifice during this difficult
and painful period of war.
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Of the millions of Vietnam veterans
who served our country, over 106,000 re-
side in my home State of Louisiana.
Though we remain thankful for all of
those who served our great Nation, we
would like to take this time to remem-
ber the 50th Anniversary of the Viet-
nam War. It is important that we
honor our veterans while they are still
alive so that they can take honor for
the sacrifices and know that they do
not go unnoticed.

———

HELP AND HOPE FOR THE
MENTALLY ILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, today is a day of joy, and it
was, indeed, a long time in coming, but
here we are.

My time in Congress was redefined 4
years ago, on December 14, 2012, when
26 innocent lives were taken at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut. Now, it is neither my dis-
trict nor my State, but when it comes
to children, all of us represent all chil-
dren. Afterwards, when I met with the
families, they gave me pictures of their
children and spouses whom they lost
that day, and I made a promise—the
promise that we would not continue to
watch passively or just offer moments
of silence as these tragedies continue,
that we should deliver, instead, treat-
ment before tragedy.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I say thanks to
the Members of Congress who changed
the course with me—who teamed up to
finally change the way the United
States treats the mentally ill. We set
our eyes on one goal: to fix our Na-
tion’s broken mental health system.
Since then, we have come together to
work towards protecting millions of
Americans who suffer from mental ill-
ness. We traveled to every corner of
this Nation and listened to doctors,
psychologists and psychiatrists, ex-
perts and advocates—most impor-
tantly, to patients, consumers, and
their families.

Through congressional hearings and
investigations, we have discovered the
abhorrent and sometimes fatal dis-
connect between the 112 Federal agen-
cies that were assigned to treat the
mentally ill. We exposed $130 billion
spending in a system that has done lit-
tle but to watch the rates of homeless-
ness, incarceration, suicide, and drug
overdose deaths soar. We came to-
gether across party lines and went to
work. We passed legislation that will
save lives.

I thank FRED UPTON for his leader-
ship on our Committee on Energy and
Commerce with regard to H.R. 2646, the
Helping Families in Mental Health Cri-
sis Act, and for his tremendous medical
innovation bill, the 21st Century Cures
Act.
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