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Coastguardsman. I ask my fellow Sen-
ators to join me in saluting Captain
Murray for his service.

———

REMEMBERING HENRY SHELTON

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and honor the life
and significant accomplishments of
Henry Shelton, a tireless advocate for
Rhode Island’s poorest citizens, who
passed away on September 21, 2016. Our
world is a better place because Henry
was in it, and he will be sorely missed.

Born and raised in Central Falls, RI,
Henry served as a priest in Providence,
where he began his lifelong fight for
those in need. After leaving the priest-
hood, he led the Coalition for Con-
sumer Justice and founded the Paw-
tucket-based George Wiley Center,
where he served as director for over 30
years. Henry empowered low-income
Rhode Islanders to push for social
change and policies to alleviate pov-
erty and provide access to basic needs.
He truly put the word ‘‘active’ into ac-
tivism. From protesting in the street
to arguing in the courtroom, Henry
made a difference in the causes he
championed, including securing bus
passes for the elderly, working to pro-
vide free school breakfast and summer
meals for low-income children, and
promoting access to unemployment
services, to name a few.

Henry Shelton’s legacy is perhaps
most felt in his work to lower utility
costs and to help low-income families
with their energy bills so that their
heat or electricity was not turned off.
New England winters can be particu-
larly brutal. Henry understood that
paying utility bills is a real struggle
for those who are trying to make ends
meet. His mission was to make sure
that no one was left out in the cold. He
was a vocal supporter of the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram, LIHEAP, which I too have long
championed, to provide vital assistance
to help low-income households, seniors,
and veterans pay their energy bills. Ac-
cessing this assistance is not auto-
matic and each year individuals have
to prove their eligibility. That takes a
lot of work by dedicated individuals on
the ground who help people enroll and
get the assistance they need. Henry
was unrelenting in working for each
and every person who needed help.

Henry played this essential role by
bringing LIHEAP funds and protec-
tions across the finish line. He worked
to make sure families understood their
rights, could navigate the utility as-
sistance process, and were able to ac-
cess payment forgiveness plans when
needed. Indeed, Henry was such an ef-
fective advocate that when Rhode Is-
land State lawmakers passed a bill al-
lowing for a utility payment-forgive-
ness program for low-income, disabled,
and elderly Rhode Islanders, they
named it the Henry Shelton Act.

Henry received a number of awards
for his work, including the Providence
Newspaper Guild’s John F. Kiffney
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community service award, which is
given to a Rhode Islander ‘‘whose car-
ing, courage and humor light the way
for those who follow,” and he was in-
ducted into the Rhode Island Heritage
Hall of Fame in 2015. Despite his many
accomplishments, Henry was excep-
tionally humble, never seeking praise
or recognition for his work to help oth-
ers.

I ask that my colleagues join me in
remembering Henry Shelton, who was
kind, caring, courageous, and pas-
sionate about helping and empowering
those who were less fortunate. I offer
my heartfelt condolences to Mr.
Shelton’s wife, Carol; his sisters Rose-
marie and Catherine; his five children,
Joseph, James, Patrick, Eamon, and
Caitlin; and grandchildren, Benjamin,
Mathew, Henry, Emmett, Frederic, and
Felicity. I know that Henry’s constant
example of good will and selflessness
will continue to sustain and inspire his
family and all of us.

———

REMEMBERING ERIC VON
BROADLEY

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life and legacy of
Eric Von Broadley, known throughout
the country as Eric Von, whose un-
timely passing at the age of 58 has left
the Milwaukee community without one
of its most thoughtful African-Amer-
ican leaders. Over the last three dec-
ades, Eric Von has been a bridge build-
er, a healer, and an important voice in
Milwaukee’s African-American com-
munity.

Eric was a 2b-year veteran of the
radio industry, starting his career as a
disc jockey and then moving into news
as a reporter and anchor. He served as
the business manager for Radio One in
Washington, DC. Then, when his career
took him from Washington, DC, to Mil-
waukee, he became the director of op-
erations for the former 1290 WMCS
radio.

It did not take long before local news
programs sought out his gravitas as a
commentator. Eric became a regular
panelist on Wisconsin Public Tele-
vision’s Interchange and the cohost of
“Black Nouveau.” Milwaukee ABC net-
work affiliate, WISN Channel 12,
turned to Eric’s influence in the com-
munity to motivate people to vote in
local and national elections. Eric be-
came a special assignment reporter and
cohost of “It’s Your Vote,” a weekly
political affairs show which featured
candidate forums, debates, and voter
education information.

Beyond broadcast journalism, Eric
was the managing partner of the public
relations firm he founded, Von Commu-
nications. In addition, Eric Von and his
wife, Faithe Colas, cofounded an online
health magazine committed to improv-
ing the health of African-American
men, known as Brain, Brawn & Body.

Eric was a fearless opinion leader. As
a broadcast journalist, he spoke frank-
ly and from the heart on the day’s
most controversial social and political
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issues. He was brave enough to take on
the stereotypes and misconceptions
that divide Milwaukee and do it in a
way that earned the respect of even his
strongest detractors. And in a city
where inflammatory talk radio is prev-
alent, his was a voice of reason in the
debate over inequality and injustice.

He was known for speaking the truth
about Milwaukee’s racial divide and
using his platform as a vehicle for posi-
tive change. Just last month, I had the
honor of speaking with Eric about the
recent unrest in Milwaukee’s Sherman
Park neighborhood that was tied to
lack of job opportunities in the central
city. We discussed how we could work
together to bring healing to the city,
and we promised to speak again soon to
find solutions that will build a stronger
Milwaukee community.

Eric Von was the loving husband of
Faithe Colas; father of Erica Broadley,
Bria Culp, and Paige Colas; and grand-
father to Domonic Patten and Erielle
Taylor. He leaves behind a host of fam-
ily and friends that truly loved him
and will miss him dearly.

As we honor the life of Eric Von
Broadley, I join with mourners across
the Milwaukee community in pledging
to continue Eric’s fight for equal op-
portunity and to honor his legacy of
action.

————

TRIBUTE TO DAVID AND LIANE
PHILLIPS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize cofounders David
and Liane Phillips on the 20th anniver-
sary of Cincinnati Works.

Cincinnati Works began with the
dream of founders Dave and Liane Phil-
lips to eliminate poverty in the com-
munity. As a result of significant re-
search and review of best practices in
workforce development programs
across the Nation, a program model
was developed which focused on job re-
tention and advancement rather than
simply job placement.

Since its opening in 1996, Cincinnati
Works and the Phillipses have helped
to provide hope and encouragement for
thousands of people living in poverty,
assisting in advancing self-sufficiency
through employment.

Cincinnati Works offers a com-
prehensive approach to eliminating
poverty in the Tri-State area through a
network of job services and employer
partnerships. The contributions and
dedication the organization has shown
is commendable and continues to be a
vital asset in the community.

I applaud the outstanding commit-
ment of David and Liane and all who
were involved in reaching this mile-
stone. I congratulate and thank them
for making the first 20 years of Cin-
cinnati Works a success.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JOHN G. CENTANNI

e Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize John Centanni, a
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