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1971. Furthermore, she taught at Columbus
High from 1971 to 1978, where she was his-
torically among the first wave of African Amer-
ican teachers to desegregate the Muscogee
County School District.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Mrs. Debro has lived a truly blessed life due
to her eternal faith in the Lord and her vibrant
testimony of His greatness to all whom she
encounters, whether they are a member of her
community, church or classroom. As a devout
servant of God and a member of St. Mark
A.M.E. Church for over 70 years, her pledge
to Christ is echoed in her compassionate lead-
ership, which makes her a guiding light within
the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and my wife, Vivian, in extending our best
wishes to Mrs. Anna M. Debro on her 100th
birthday. As we celebrate another year of this
outstanding citizen’s life, we would do well to
follow the example of her legacy of striving to
be lifelong learners and improving the quality
of the communities we touch.

———————
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Frankie Muse Freeman, a remark-
able American who will soon celebrate her
100th birthday on November 24, 2016. As an
exceptional and groundbreaking attorney,
Frankie Freeman is a long-time civil rights icon
who has set a standard of excellence in the
law, housing reform, social justice, protecting
the right to vote and personal courage.

Attorney Frankie Muse Freeman is a trail-
blazer who has been making history for dec-
ades. A brilliant, public service-oriented law-
yer, she has devoted her life to opening up
the doors of equal opportunity for all.

Her career has been exceptional in many
ways. It includes her dedicated service as a
member of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission
and Inspector General of the Community Serv-
ices Administration, as well as her long time
service as an attorney for the St. Louis Hous-
ing Authority.

Mrs. Freeman’s extraordinary work has
been recognized across generations and
across this nation. This living legend was in-
strumental in creating the Citizens Commis-
sion on Civil Rights in 1982, inducted into the
International Civil Rights Walk of Fame at the
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site in
2007, and appointed by President Barack
Obama to serve as a Member of the Commis-
sion on Presidential Scholars in 2015.

In addition, she has been the recipient of
numerous awards such as the Spingarn Medal
from the NAACP and the Spirit of Excellence
Award from the American Bar Association’s
Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in
the Profession.

| have known Mrs. Freeman since my ear-
liest days growing up in St. Louis. She stood
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shoulder-to-shoulder with my father, former
Congressman Bill Clay, and other national
leaders to help break down the walls of seg-
regation. A grand and gracious lady, and a
person of total integrity, she has truly been a
mentor to me, whose learned opinion | still
seek out on a regular basis.

A noted author, she published her memoir,
“A Song of Faith and Hope,” to critical acclaim
in 2003. She is also a Past President of the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Members of Congress
to join me in honoring Frankie Muse Freeman
on her centennial, she has helped so many
and continues to inspire us to have courage,
to work towards transformative change, and to
confront injustice and inequality wherever it
exists.

———
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Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate the people of Taiwan on the
105th anniversary of their National Day, which
will take place on October 10, 2016.

Taiwan has close trade ties with the United
States, ranking as our country’s ninth largest
trading partner. Taiwan also represents Kan-
sas’ fifth largest export market in Asia, and
thirteenth largest export market in the world. In
2014, Kansas’ exports to Taiwan reached
$185.4 million.

Every two vyears, Taiwanese Agricultural
Trade Goodwill Missions visit the United
States to purchase top quality American agri-
cultural commodities, many of which are pro-
duced in my home state.

As a member of Congressional Taiwan Cau-
cus, | cherish the friendship between our two
nations and look forward to continuing to work
with Ambassador Stanley Kao of Taiwan and
his team in Washington, D.C.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Grand Junction Challenger baseball
team on qualifying for the Little League World
Series Championship game. The Challenger
little league baseball team gives special needs
children an opportunity to compete in baseball.
The program started in 1989 with 12 kids who
had a dream of playing baseball, and has
turned into an entire league of kids with a pas-
sion for America’s past time. Today there are
more than 30,000 children participating in
more than 900 leagues worldwide.

This year the Challengers Little League
World Series games will be broadcast on
ESPN. They are one of eight teams from the
Grand Junction area to qualify to compete,
and will be the first Grand Junction Chal-
lengers team to play in this televised game.
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The whole community is proud of this Grand
Junction team that rose to the challenge to
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

There is a natural competitiveness to the
game, but these kids will take it a step further
when they take the field, showcasing their
baseball skills and demonstrating that anything
is possible in life through perseverance and
determination. | look forward to watching them
fulfill their dreams of playing baseball in front
of a large crowd cheering for them just as fans
cheered for Ruth, DiMaggio, Mays, Robinson
and Williams.

————
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
want to extend my thanks and appreciation to
Ms. Caroline Klemp who, during the past forty-
one years, has served the United States
House of Representatives in the offices of the
House Sergeant at Arms and the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer.

In October of this year, Caroline will officially
end her tenure at the House.

Caroline began her career with the House
Sergeant at Arms in 1975, where she held
various financial responsibilities for Members
of Congress. In 1993, she began working in
the Office of Members’ Services under the di-
rection of George Chapin in the Office of Non-
Legislative and Financial Services, which later
became the Office of the Chief Administrative
Officer.

Throughout the years, Caroline has made
significant contributions processing and man-
aging Member benefits and payroll for the
House. In 1994, Caroline was promoted to Di-
rector of Members’ Services. In this capacity
she is responsible for the quality, accuracy,
and timeliness of submissions of all Members’
benefits records to the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM). She has provided many
years of dedication, hard work, and service to
Members and their families.

The Members truly view Caroline as a mem-
ber of their family as she continues to serve
them well beyond their House careers.

On behalf of the entire House community, |
extend congratulations to Caroline for her
many vyears of dedication and outstanding
contributions to the House. We wish Caroline
many wonderful years in fulfilling her retire-
ment dreams.

———

HONORING MR. CHARLES C.
FIELDER
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today, along with Representative
HUFFMAN, to honor Charles C. Fielder, the Di-
rector of Caltrans District 1, upon his retire-
ment on September 29, 2016 from an impres-
sive career that spanned over 28 years as a
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