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to be funded like earthquakes, hurri-
canes, and other natural disasters so as
to end the diversion of forest manage-
ment funding that limits preemptive
fuel reduction work.

We also need to incentivize tech-
nologies like the usage of biomass,
which can make productive use of dam-
aged trees and brush, et cetera, and can
generate long-term renewable power—
base-load, reliable power.

Congress should act to extend the
same tax incentives that wind and
solar power receive to biomass plants,
which don’t just create power but do so
more reliably and which have the addi-
tional benefit of consuming wood and
slash that would otherwise burn in our
forests, causing pollution. This would
also bring jobs back, which are much
needed in the rural part of America.

—————

MUHAMMAD ALI

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the world lost a champion. Muhammad
Ali was a gold medalist boxer and a
three-time heavyweight champ, but
what truly made him ‘““The Greatest”
was what he did outside of the ring.

He had quick reflexes but a quicker
wit. He was introduced to the world as
a fighter, but he chose to hang up his
gloves to stand up against the war. At
a time when racism pushed so many
people down, Muhammad Ali had the
audacity to speak up—and people lis-
tened.

I was lucky to have met Muhammad
Ali several times. He spent much of his
time in Los Angeles, and he became
close with my dad, L.A. County Super-
visor Kenneth Hahn. They were allies
in the fight for civil rights and for
struggling families.

I have a Muhammad Ali story.

In 1987, my dad suffered a debili-
tating stroke that left him partially
paralyzed shortly before he was up for
reelection to his 10th term. Muhammad
Ali actually showed up at my parents’
home in South Los Angeles one day,
and he told my father that he would
personally push him door-to-door in his
wheelchair if that is what it took to
get him reelected.

You can imagine what that meant to
my dad, to me, and to all of the neigh-
borhood kids who actually saw Muham-
mad Ali do that with my dad. I will
never forget that moment, and the
world will never forget Muhammad Ali.

———

HONORING CAPTAIN BRADLEY
LONG

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with a heavy heart to pay tribute to
Captain Bradley Long, a fallen fire-
fighter from my district.

Captain Long was a dedicated public
servant and was born to be a fire-
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fighter. In fact, he started volunteering
as a junior firefighter when he was just
14 years old at the Sherrills Ford-
Terrell Fire and Rescue. He followed in
his father’s footsteps, who had fought
fires for 25 years. Though he was a full-
time firefighter with the Newton Fire
Department, he also continued to serve
as a volunteer at Sherrills Ford-Terrell
Fire and Rescue, which is where he was
serving when he died in a diving acci-
dent while attempting to rescue a
missing swimmer.

Following his death, Captain Long’s
father described how Bradley Iloved
what he did and how he loved helping
people, and that is what he was doing
when he gave his life. Captain Long is
the epitome of a public servant, and he
will be deeply missed.

———

CONGRESS MUST PASS THE
EQUALITY ACT

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, some-
where in America today there is a
young person who, all of a sudden, real-
izes that he or she is gay. They are
afraid that, if their parents find out,
they may be tossed out of the house,
that their classmates will taunt them,
and there are still politicians who say
that they are not equal.

For years, these young people didn’t
believe they had any options, but,
today, because of the work of the
LGBT community and because of lead-
ers like Harvey Milk, they have hope.
They can run for public office; they can
serve in our military; they can marry
whom they love. They have hope for a
better future, but there is still work to
be done.

Across the country, including in
Florida, LGBT Americans can still be
discriminated against. That is Wwhy
Congress must pass the Equality Act.
We must pass it because it is the right
thing to do. We must pass it for the
young person who is still scared and
struggling. We must pass it to give
them hope.

———

COMMEMORATING SOUTH
CAROLINA STATE GUARD WEEK

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week, South Carolina
honors and pays tribute to the dedi-
cated men and women of the South
Carolina State Guard.

The unpaid volunteers of the State
Guard are always prepared for chal-
lenging events in the community. They
respond quickly to work to help fami-
lies recover after natural disasters. The
South Carolina State Guard was cru-
cial during the flooding last October.
This 1,000-year flood devastated many
neighborhoods. Members from all three
brigades of the State Guard worked
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around the clock in filling sandbags
and in assisting engineers and law en-
forcement.

I was grateful to visit disaster relief
centers firsthand, which was coordi-
nated with the State Guard, and I was
accompanied by Representatives
Kirkman Finlay and Chip Huggins.

Our citizens really appreciate the
command staff of the South Carolina
State Guard for leading and inspiring
these members: Major General Thomas
Mullikin, Brigadier General Richard
Leonard, Brigadier General Leon Lott,
and Command Sergeant Major Mark
Freeman.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Our sympathy to the people of Tel
Aviv as the latest victims of Islamic
terrorists.
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HONORING OFFICER VERDELL
SMITH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I express
and join with the people of the City of
Memphis who are mourning the loss of
another law enforcement officer.

Officer Verdell Smith, Jr., served 18
years as a Memphis policeman. He also
served his country in the United States
Navy.

Last weekend, a man went wild in
Memphis and shot three different peo-
ple and then had his car hurtling at a
high speed in the wrong direction on a
one-way street toward a busy intersec-
tion of Beale and B.B. King. Officer
Smith tried to clear the intersection of
civilians to save them from tragedy.
Unfortunately, Officer Smith was
struck by the car and died.

Officer Verdell Smith’s funeral will
be tomorrow. He leaves behind a fam-
ily, particularly two children, Chelsea
and Verdell, Jr.; his stepchildren; his
grandmother; his father, O’Dell Smith,
Sr.; and siblings.

Law enforcement put themselves in
danger all the time to protect us. We
appreciate their service. We mourn the
loss of Officer Smith, a life of service.

————

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CROSWELL OPERA HOUSE

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of the 150th anni-
versary of Michigan’s oldest theater,
the Croswell Opera House.

The Croswell, located in the heart of
Adrian, Michigan, is one of the oldest
continuously operated theaters in the
United States. Named for Charles M.
Croswell, an Adrian resident and
Michigan’s 17th governor, the audito-
rium first opened its doors in 1866 and
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has played host to many distinguished
figures throughout the years, including
Susan B. Anthony, Frederick Douglass,
and Edwin Booth.

Today, the 650-seat auditorium is an
official Michigan historic site and has
been restored to its original 19th cen-
tury splendor.

The Croswell is a gem within our
community that continues to maintain
its reputation as the epicenter for the
arts in southeastern Michigan.

Please join with me today in hon-
oring all of those involved in the thea-
ter’s fine tradition of excellence as we
celebrate their 150th year anniversary.

————
REJECTING RACISM

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, this
week, we have seen a very clear dif-
ference between our two parties. I
would remind my colleagues that this
is the year 2016. It is not 1916. It is not
1816.

We, as a Nation, have come so far.
But there was a time when I, as a
woman, would not have been allowed to
vote, let alone speak on the floor of
this Chamber.

There was a time when our friends on
the Congressional Black Caucus or our
friends in the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, also, would not have been wel-
comed right here. You know what, we
are better than that.

We know that the diversity of our
Nation makes us greater. So whenever
racism rears its ugly head, all of us,
Democrats and Republicans, have an
obligation to reject it.

Mr. Speaker, I have been very dis-
turbed to see so many of my Repub-
lican colleagues trying to tiptoe
around the offensive behavior of the
new leader of their party, Donald
Trump.

I urge all of my colleagues to do the
right thing and reject racist policies
without any ifs, ands, or buts.

——

RECOGNIZING ILLINOIS’ 18TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT SERVICE
ACADEMY APPOINTEES

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the impressive indi-
viduals who will be representing Illi-
nois’ 18th Congressional District at
three of the most prestigious academic
institutions in our Nation, our U.S.
service academies.

Earlier this year, I nominated 22 in-
dividuals from my district, and seven
of them have been accepted and will
begin their service at the Air Force
Academy, West Point, and the Naval
Academy this summer.

I was privileged to meet with these
young men and women in my district
last Friday, and the talent among
these seven is indeed inspiring and di-
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verse. These cadets and midshipmen
are not only at the top of their class in
academic achievements, but they also
excel in extracurricular activities. We
have a State wrestling champion, a
hockey player who will be playing for
the Air Force Academy, and a competi-
tive golfer who will be playing at the
Naval Academy.

Most importantly, I was struck by
their earnest commitment to serving
our country. Many of these students
come from families with a legacy of
military service. We even have an as-
piring Navy Seal and a JAG attorney
in this group.

I want to congratulate Randy
Menyweather, II, Matthew Helmich,
Faith Kim, Trevor Stone, Eric Betts,
August Will, and Morgan Riley.

Thank you to these students for their
commitment to our country, and to
their families for raising them, and to
those in our Illinois communities who
have helped them reach this accom-
plishment. I wish them much success.

——————

CELEBRATING DR. ALLAN
WOLFSON

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate a dear friend and mentor of
mine, Dr. Allan Wolfson, program di-
rector of the emergency medicine resi-
dency at the University of Pittsburgh,
for his retirement.

Abby trained me in emergency medi-
cine, which has benefited thousands of
patients I have cared for. He is the
longest active serving residency pro-
gram director in emergency medicine.
Among his over 360 trainees are several
deans of medical schools and chairs of
departments of emergency medicine.

He is so good and well-respected by
his peers that he has been recognized
and honored by many prestigious orga-
nizations. He received the National
Emergency Medicine Residents Asso-
ciation Residency Director of the Year
award in 2012. He even wrote the pre-
mier textbook of emergency medicine.

He loves to teach, loves to mentor,
loves emergency medicine, loves his
residents, and loves to have a good
time. Abby, you know what I mean.

You trained me to be an advocate for
my patients. I carry that can-do, prob-
lem-solving, patients-first advocacy
with me now in Congress. First and
foremost and always an emergency
physician.

Abby, congratulations
you.

and thank

———

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, we are
in the midst of hurricane season. My
constituents and all Americans in
coastal regions are susceptible to these
devastating storms.
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Disasters can strike at any time,
often with little warning. Just days
ago, my district was hit by Tropical
Storm Colin. The winds and heavy
rains were intense, causing dangerous
flooding. It is important that we have
a plan in place.

We must all be prepared with supply
kits filled with potential lifesaving
items, like flashlights, radios, and bat-
teries. It is also crucial to follow local
weather forecasts and heed any emer-
gency warnings.

The best way to guarantee safety is
thorough preparation. My Web site at
Bilirakis.house.gov as well as
FEMA.gov both have important re-
sources available to you.

This year, be sure you are ready and
safe.

———
POVERTY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, nearly 47 million
people are living in poverty in the
United States. That is about 10 times
the total population of Los Angeles.
And, Mr. Speaker, no matter how hard
these families work and no matter how
much these families save, they are still
not able to get ahead.

These families struggle to feed them-
selves and their children. They strug-
gle to save for a home. They struggle
to live the American Dream that we all
yearn for, and that is unacceptable.

That is why I support expanding pro-
grams, which I believe help and provide
a social safety net. Essential programs
like the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program or Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families, and the Free
and Reduced Lunch Program serve spe-
cific community needs.

Mr. Speaker, we need to bring legis-
lation to the floor that will help fami-
lies, help families to help themselves
get ahead, proven programs. Let’s not
condense or cut them. Let’s work on
legislation to help these families.

————

OZONE STANDARDS
IMPLEMENTATION

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in support of H.R. 4775, the Ozone
Standards Implementation Act. Under
the Clean Air Act, the EPA has used
the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards to impose costly and burden-
some regulations on American manu-
facturers and the American people.

By the EPA choosing to lower the
NAAQ Standards further, many busi-
nesses will suffer while still struggling
to meet the original standard. Amer-
ican businesses have already spent bil-
lions of dollars and years of planning
to meet the 75 parts per billion original
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