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Tomorrow, we are going to be taking 

a stand against a couple of what they 
think are unpopular ideas. It is too bad 
that the proposals we will be debating 
on were never considered by our Ways 
and Means Committee. One, a sense of 
Congress that a carbon tax would be 
bad for the economy. And the other, 
opposition to the President’s proposal 
for a $10 a barrel fee on oil. 

The carbon tax ironically is some-
thing that most of the economists who 
have studied it—whether they are con-
servative, liberal, Republican or Demo-
crat—agree would be a good policy for 
this country. A carbon tax is the most 
efficient way to deal with the serious 
problems of carbon pollution that is al-
ready harming the economy. 

Look at the disruption of the fishing 
industry and the widespread flooding 
we have seen that has been unprece-
dented. We are about to go into an-
other egregious forest fire season with 
huge costs economically, as well as to 
forest health. We have wildly unpre-
dictable weather—unprecedented heat. 
In Portland, Oregon, last weekend, it 
was 100 degrees for both days. 

A carbon tax would harness market 
forces to be able to change that direc-
tion more effectively than other initia-
tives. A carbon tax actually can be de-
signed to cushion impacts on low- to 
moderate-income people. In fact, it ac-
tually could be designed to help low- to 
moderate-income people. A blanket 
dismissal of what economists think is 
our best economic environmental pro-
tection is shortsighted. It is too bad 
that we didn’t debate it in committee. 

The other resolution, the opposition 
to the President’s barrel tax, misses 
the point entirely. It suggests that 
that is somehow going to be detri-
mental. Wait a minute. The barrel fee 
would be used to rebuild and renew 
America. We have been in a desperate 
situation. We haven’t raised the gas 
tax since 1993. It has made it almost 
impossible to move forward with a ro-
bust transportation bill to deal with 
the problem. America is falling apart 
while we are falling behind. That is 
why seven red Republican States last 
year raised the gas tax. We couldn’t 
even talk about it here in Congress. 

Using a barrel fee of $10 per barrel 
will enable us to make significant in-
vestments in rebuilding and renewing 
America. The Standard & Poor 500 re-
search report of a couple of years ago 
pointed out that investment in infra-
structure has a significant impact on 
the economy. $1.2 billion creates al-
most 30,000 jobs, creates $2 billion 
worth of economic activity, reduces 
the Federal deficit $200 million, and we 
get the benefit of improved infrastruc-
ture. 

That is why every major interest 
group supported raising revenues for 
transportation. When I introduced the 
gas tax increase, it was supported by 
the American Chamber of Commerce, 
the AFL–CIO, by truckers, AAA, engi-
neers, and contractors. Virtually ev-
erybody who builds, uses, maintains, or 

owns American infrastructure said, 
Raise this fee, help us rebuild and 
renew America. 

I think the only thing wrong with the 
President’s proposal is that it is sev-
eral years too late. We should have 
been debating this from the outset, 
particularly when petroleum prices 
have fallen precipitously, and when 
America’s infrastructure continues to 
deteriorate. It is sad that we didn’t 
have a robust debate in committee. We 
will have a little bit of discussion to-
morrow. But it is too little and too 
late. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members to refrain 
from engaging in personalities toward 
presumptive nominees for the Office of 
President. 

f 

HONORING GENERAL GORDON 
SULLIVAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GIBSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor retired General Gordon 
Sullivan for his accomplishments in 
over 54 years of total service to the sol-
diers, veterans, family members, the 
civilians of the United States Army, 
and this great Nation. 

General Sullivan, raised in Quincy, 
Massachusetts, was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of armor in 1959. 
After a distinguished career spanning 
36 years in uniform and serving in com-
mand level throughout the Army, his 
career culminated as the 32nd chief of 
staff of the United States Army. 

On the occasion of his retirement 
from the Army, former Senator Bob 
Dole spoke of General Sullivan’s caring 
leadership, sage counsel, and common-
sense approach as he navigated the 
Army through a challenging period of 
significant downsizing and restruc-
turing. 

Senator Dole stated, ‘‘Our Army will 
sorely miss General Sullivan, but it is 
stronger and better for his service. The 
legacy he leaves—a ready Army, a fu-
ture force that will be unmatched, and 
the deep love and devotion of his sol-
diers—is fitting of this great man.’’ 

After serving in uniform for almost 
four decades, General Sullivan contin-
ued to advocate on behalf of the Army 
as president of the Association of the 
United States Army for the past 18 
years. His tireless efforts, ensuring our 
soldiers and their families had the best 
training and resources and that our 
veterans returning from combat re-
ceived the best care, have been un-
matched and are a true testament to 
this great man of character and convic-
tion. 

Under General Sullivan’s executive 
leadership, the Association of the 
United States Army broadly expanded 
support and outreach to the Army fam-
ilies, the Army National Guard and 
Army Reserve, and the Department of 
Army Civilians by the promotion, es-
tablishment, and support of countless 

programs and events at the national 
and local levels. 
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Additionally, the Association of the 
United States Army generously con-
tributed millions of dollars to veteran 
and soldier support programs, such as 
the Fisher House Foundation, the Cen-
ter for the Intrepid, and the Army 
Emergency Relief. 

Mr. Speaker, I first met General Sul-
livan 18 years ago, which was the week 
he started as the president of AUSA, 
when I served as an escort officer for 
the Senior Conference at the United 
States Military Academy at West 
Point. I was serving on the faculty at 
that time. I was struck by General Sul-
livan’s graciousness, his humility, and 
the way he lived his life by conviction 
and integrity. I remain a huge fan to 
this day. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of a 
grateful Nation to thank General Gor-
don Sullivan and his family for their 
over five decades of service to our 
Army. His leadership has directly en-
hanced the readiness of the United 
States Army. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in saluting him and in wishing 
him well in his retirement. 

f 

THE COURT OF PUBLIC OPINION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it 
is utterly disappointing that Donald J. 
Trump chose to use the court of public 
opinion in his attempt to defend 
against a civil fraud claim involving 
Trump University. 

Last week, Donald Trump made dis-
paraging statements about the trial 
judge. He suggested that the trial judge 
is incapable of objectively judging the 
case because of his Mexican heritage. 
He went on to say that the judge was a 
hater of Donald Trump’s. The footage 
is being played over and over on tele-
vision, and many of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle, to their credit, 
have found these statements to be un-
acceptable. 

In my humble opinion, Mr. Speaker, 
these statements rise to the level of 
contempt of court. They are racially 
based, and the litigant should be sanc-
tioned. The Trump statements are per-
ceived by millions of people to be race 
based and a discredit to the judiciary. 
It must be addressed. 

Based on my years as a lawyer and as 
a judge, it is clear that, if a litigant 
feels that the judge cannot be fair and 
impartial in a case, the litigant has a 
duty to inform his counsel. Counsel 
then has an obligation to file motions 
of recusal that set out, with particu-
larity, the grounds for the motion. 
This was not done, and I suspect it was 
not done because no evidence of bias 
even exists. If the attorneys chose to 
make such a reckless claim, the attor-
neys would be subject to discipline. 
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What would motivate a litigant in a 

class action civil fraud case to an-
nounce to millions of people that the 
judge is incapable of objectively judg-
ing his case because of his Mexican her-
itage? 

It is bizarre. It is suspicious behav-
ior. 

One explanation is that the litigant, 
unable to convince his attorney to ad-
dress these issues in court, wants to in-
timidate the judge and eventually 
force the judge off the case, which 
would slow the administration of jus-
tice and would postpone the trial for 
months, even years. The court system, 
Mr. Speaker, does not work that way. 

These statements have put the attor-
neys in an ethical dilemma of whether 
they should repudiate the statement or 
not. Codes of Professional Conduct re-
quire an attorney to address client 
misconduct, to address it with the bar, 
to address it with the court, and to 
seek guidance on further representa-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an egregious vio-
lation of litigant misconduct. The 
court and the attorneys bear responsi-
bility for protecting the integrity of 
the judiciary and the judicial system. 
Donald Trump’s lawyers must avow or 
disavow their client’s misconduct. The 
integrity of an independent judiciary is 
clearly impacted by these inappro-
priate statements. 

RELEASE WILDIN ACOSTA FROM DETENTION 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday, Riverside High School in 
Durham, North Carolina, held its grad-
uation ceremony. Among the pomp and 
circumstance, one student who should 
have graduated with his class was, 
sadly, absent. 

Wildin Acosta is a Honduran national 
who fled his country after the violence 
and threats to his life became so great 
that he risked everything to embark on 
a harrowing 17-day journey to the 
United States, all at the tender age of 
17. He was classified as an Unaccom-
panied Minor and was eventually re-
united with his parents in Durham, 
where he planted deep roots in the 
community and thrived at Riverside 
High School. 

Instead of graduating yesterday with 
his classmates, he sits in an ICE deten-
tion facility in Georgia after being ar-
rested by ICE agents while he was on 
his way to school. Led by his class-
mates, the Durham community has 
been unanimous in calling for the end 
of recent ICE raids that have spread 
fear throughout our community and 
schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, stand in support 
of Wildin, and I continue to fight for 
his release. I encourage my colleagues 
to fight with me and to implore the 
ICE Director and the Department of 
Homeland Security Secretary to use 
their discretion to release Wildin and 
others like him from detention. 

REMEMBERING CAPTAIN JEFFREY 
KUSS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. KATKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to the life of Marine Corps 
Captain Jeffrey Kuss, a pilot with the 
Navy’s elite Blue Angels flying squad-
ron, who tragically lost his life in a 
fatal crash just over 1 week ago. 

This week is the first-ever Navy 
Week in Syracuse, New York, in my 
district, which is marked by a series of 
local outreach efforts that are focused 
on translating the mission of the U.S. 
Navy to our community. 

The week was expected to culminate 
with a performance of the Blue Angels 
at the Syracuse Hancock International 
Airport Airshow. Tragically, Marine 
Corps Captain Jeff Kuss, a married fa-
ther of two young children, was killed 
when his jet crashed 2 miles from a 
runway near Nashville, Tennessee. 

Captain Kuss, a native of Durango, 
Colorado, devoted his life to serving 
our country as a U.S. marine—joining 
the Blue Angels in September of 2014. 
At 32 years old, he had accumulated 
more than 1,400 flight hours and 175 
carrier-arrested landings. His decora-
tions include the Strike/Flight Air 
Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal, and various per-
sonal and unit awards. 

While the Syracuse Airshow will go 
on without the Blue Angels this week-
end, our community is deeply saddened 
by the loss of this fallen pilot, and the 
show will celebrate and pay tribute to 
his life. 

As Captain Kuss’ family and the Blue 
Angels team grieve this tremendous 
loss, this weekend, central New York 
will remember and honor his life and 
service to our great Nation. 

Semper Fi Marine. 
f 

MUHAMMAD ALI—THE GREATEST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, Muhammad Ali was, indeed, 
the greatest, and he spent considerable 
time in Chicago. Therefore, I got the 
opportunity to meet and know him. On 
occasion, I would visit with my friends 
Frank Lipscomb, Wallace Davis, Jr., 
and Ralph Metcalf, Jr., and we would 
visit with him in his Kenwood home 
and at meetings. Although Muhammad 
Ali was born and raised in Louisville, 
Kentucky, those of us who lived in Chi-
cago embraced Ali as a fellow 
Chicagoan because of his relationship 
to the Honorable Elijah Muhammad, 
who was with the Nation of Islam, and 
because of his involvement and engage-
ment with the larger community. Mu-
hammad Ali was not only the best 
boxer in the world, but during his hey-
day, he was a genuine hero to everyday 
people who felt that he was a part of 
them. 

In 1966, 2 years after winning the 
heavyweight title, he refused to be con-
scripted into the military, citing his 
religious beliefs and opposition to the 
American involvement in the Vietnam 
war. He was eventually arrested, found 
guilty of draft evasion, and stripped of 
his boxing titles. He successfully ap-
pealed in the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which overturned his conviction in 
1971. By that time, he had not fought 
for nearly 4 years and lost a period of 
peak performance as an athlete. Ali’s 
actions as a conscientious objector to 
the war made him an icon for those 
who opposed the war. 

With a record of 61 total fights, 56 
wins—37 by knockouts—and just five 
losses, Muhammad Ali was, obviously, 
a superb athlete, but he was so much 
more. He was a humanitarian, a prin-
cipled man. He was proud of his herit-
age, proud of his abilities, and proud of 
his accomplishments. 

Muhammad Ali, a soldier in the peo-
ple’s army. I salute you. 

f 

IMPROVING HEALTH CARE FOR 
AMERICA’S SENIORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss the importance of improving 
health care for America’s seniors. 

Living out one’s golden years to the 
max can come with its share of chal-
lenges, especially as it relates to 
health care, which is why fighting for 
our seniors and improving their quality 
of care must always be a top priority. 
Whether at meetings in my Long Is-
land office, my mobile office hours, or 
at various other events in my district 
in Suffolk County, New York, I have 
met with seniors who are struggling 
with balancing health challenges while 
being on fixed incomes. 

Many cite a lack of healthcare op-
tions and a difficulty in gaining access 
to quality and affordable health care as 
a result of ObamaCare. There are also 
serious concerns over the solvency of 
Social Security and Medicare, which 
many seniors rely on for both financial 
and healthcare security. 

As health challenges arise and sen-
iors budgeting based on a fixed income, 
we should do everything we can to en-
sure that those who need medical care 
and attention are able to access qual-
ity care at an affordable price without 
having to jump through hoops. They 
also should be assured that the pro-
grams and benefits they rely on will al-
ways be there for them. ObamaCare has 
significantly impacted our seniors and 
their access to quality and affordable 
health care. I frequently hear concerns 
about lost doctors, canceled policies, 
and higher premiums and deductibles. 

Earlier this year, Congress passed the 
Restoring Americans’ Healthcare Free-
dom Reconciliation Act, which would 
repeal many of the flawed major provi-
sions under ObamaCare over a period of 
2 years—specifically, many of the 
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