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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, our hope and our salva-
tion, we trust You to surround us with
Your Divine favor. Your way is perfect.
Give us the wisdom to follow Your
guidance. Become for us a shield of sal-
vation as we seek to do Your will.
Lord, keep us from self-made cares as
we continue to look to You, the Author
and Finisher of our faith.

Today, support our lawmakers with
Your grace. Give them faith to look be-
yond today’s challenges and trials,
knowing that nothing can separate
them from Your love. Help them to
demonstrate their gratitude to You
with selfless service to those who need
Your love and care.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

TRANSPORTATION AND VETERANS
AFFAIRS APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today we will continue working on two
appropriations measures that respon-
sibly fund American priorities. The
first will invest in our transportation
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infrastructure and fund economic de-
velopment efforts. The second will sup-
port our veterans, servicemembers, and
their families.

These are good, bipartisan bills that
prioritize funding for important pro-
grams. They are the result of the con-
tinuing leadership of Senators COLLINS
and KIRK. I would encourage my col-
leagues to work together to continue
moving these appropriations bills for-
ward.

———

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT
VACANCY

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, on another
matter, Mr. President, last week, the
top Democrat on the Judiciary Com-
mittee said that some would like to do
‘““some sort of a pretend hearing’ on
the President’s Supreme Court nomina-
tion. He went on to dismiss the idea by
noting that the Senate ‘‘is not a pre-
tend office.” Apparently, he was over-
ruled.

Later today, Democrats will have
what he called a ‘‘pretend hearing.”
Senate Democrats initially invited a
witness who, at the beginning of the
Bush administration, wrote this: ‘“The
Senate should not act on any Supreme
Court vacancies that might occur until
after the next presidential election.”
He also wrote that this would be a ‘‘re-
sponsible exercise of the Senate’s con-
stitutional power.”” Apparently, that
witness is no longer available—inter-
esting.

The would-be witness is Abner
Mikva, a former Democratic Congress-
man, Federal judge, and White House
Counsel. He wrote these words in the
second year of President George W.
Bush’s first term. It was not, like the
situation today, in the eighth year of a
term-limited President.

Democrats certainly have a com-
plicated history when it comes to their
own words and the Supreme Court.
They have the Schumer standard:
Don’t consider a President’s nominee

1% years before the end of his final
term. They have the Biden rule: Don’t
consider a President’s nominee before
he has even finished his first term. Now
they have the Mikva mandate: Don’t
consider a President’s nominee from,
basically, the moment he takes office.

It seems the more we hear from
Democrats about the Supreme Court,
the more we are reminded, by compari-
son, of how reasonable and common-
sense the Republican position is today.

————
OBAMACARE

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, on one final
matter, Mr. President, that our col-
leagues will discuss further a little
later today, a video recently surfaced
that should concern all of us. It was
three of President Obama’s former
speechwriters laughing it up. They
were reminiscing about the time they
apparently helped mislead the Amer-
ican people with a line that would one
day become PolitiFact’s ‘‘Lie of the
Year’: “If you like your health care
plan, you can keep it.”

They laughed and laughed. It was,
evidently, pretty funny to them. It is
no laughing matter, however, for the
millions—millions—who have lost their
plans. It is no laughing matter for the
millions who continue to suffer under
this partisan law, this partisan attack
on the middle class.

Health care costs are now the No. 1
financial concern facing American fam-
ilies, according to a recent survey—No.
1—more than concerns about low
wages, more even than concerns about
losing a job.

Another survey found a clear major-
ity of Americans disapproving of this
partisan law. Yet another survey found
that, of Americans who said
Obamacare had impacted them, more
reported it hurting rather than helping
them.

If recent headlines are anything to go
by, it is no wonder. Americans now
face premium hikes of up to 30 percent
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