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practices for infrastructure and man-
agement. It is an ongoing effort. But 
with 323 million Americans, diverse 
landscapes, and philosophies that are 
buried, there are going to be struggles 
and differences that continue. 

The answer is to keep working to 
find common ground, like we did with 
our staff and families on a 3-day hike 
around that magnificent mountain. 
For that moment, Mount Hood wasn’t 
the dividing line between our districts; 
it was a point around which we could 
come together to agree and work to 
make things better. It brought us to-
gether. That is exactly what needs to 
happen now. 

There are tremendous challenges in 
our State of Oregon. We have a wildlife 
refuge in the Klamath Basin with a his-
toric opportunity to remove unneces-
sary dams that even the private owner 
doesn’t feel it could maintain, to help 
restore damage to salmon runs, to be 
able to deal with a parched wildlife 
basin in the middle of a desert. 

The Federal Government has prom-
ised far more in that basin to the 
stakeholders than it can deliver. There 
is a huge responsibility for all of us in 
the Federal Government to help un-
wind this unsustainable situation. 

Native Americans, particularly in 
the Northwest, despite solemn treaty 
rights promised to them by the Federal 
Government and ratified by Congress, 
have long been abused and ignored. 
They deserve to be taken seriously and 
their rights respected. 

There are opportunities, like dam re-
moval, that signal a winning oppor-
tunity to keep faith with our environ-
mental responsibilities and treaty obli-
gations to Native Americans, to wild-
life, and to the surrounding area. 

Far from being a threat to the re-
gion’s economy, the removal, in an en-
vironmentally responsible way, of the 
four dams which generate little energy 
will provide hundreds of family wage 
jobs for years that will inject badly 
needed money into the region in the 
deconstruction phase, to say nothing of 
the long-term benefits for tourism, 
recreation, and enhanced environment. 

Let’s seize the opportunity in the 
Klamath. Let’s take the opportunity to 
implement the long-term vision and 
water restoration for the Malheur 
Basin. These are items where hundreds 
and hundreds of people have labored in 
good faith for tens of thousands of 
hours. They don’t need armed outsiders 
to come to Oregon, threatening public 
safety and the precious resources for 
their own political gains. 

We ought to be able, in our region, to 
snatch victory from the jaws of defeat, 
discord, and the specter of dissension, 
anger, and a continued sense of 
victimhood and loss. We don’t have to 
do that. Let’s build on the progress 
that we have established and work to-
gether to make these people and our-
selves winners. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Bless this place, this Chamber of the 
House of Representatives. 

In the opening weeks of this new ses-
sion, surround us with Your spirit. En-
compass with Your power all the walls 
and the dome of this building, truly a 
symbol to the world of unalienable 
rights and the freedom of people. 

May Your divine blessing shield and 
protect this place from all attack, de-
struction, storm, sickness, and all that 
might bring evil to Your people or 
shake the soul of this Nation. 

Guide and protect the Members of 
this assembly and all servants in gov-
ernment, including all who work in 
this place. May the comings and goings 
of Your people be under the seal of 
Your loving care, and may all that is 
done be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

THE WASPS ARE BEING DENIED 
BURIAL AT ARLINGTON CEME-
TERY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
great World War II was at its peak. So, 

on September 11, 1943, 28-year-old 
Sandy Thompson left her teaching job 
and volunteered for the Women 
Airforce Service Pilots, better known 
as the WASP. As a pilot, she towed tar-
gets for live antiaircraft practice, 
helped deliver planes to overseas bases, 
and tested new aircraft. 

Of the 1,000 women who were WASPs, 
38 were killed during their missions. 
Sixteen of these unsung heroes still 
live in Texas, and these pilots are part 
of the Greatest Generation. 

WASPs were considered civilians 
until 1977. Then Congress granted them 
veteran status. In 2002, the WASPs 
were allowed to be cremated and have 
their ashes placed in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, but now bureaucrats 
have decided that these veterans are 
not worthy of having a proper military 
burial and have revoked burial rights 
in Arlington. The reason they say is a 
lack of space. This is disgraceful. A 
lack of space is a sorry excuse to dis-
honor these veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, the government owns 23 
percent of the land mass in the United 
States. Find space to permanently 
honor these female veterans. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST 
HELP CORRECT MANMADE DIS-
ASTER IN FLINT, MICHIGAN 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
talk to this Congress about my home-
town of Flint, Michigan. 

This morning I wrote to the Presi-
dent and wrote a letter to our Gov-
ernor, asking for help for my home-
town. 

Almost beyond belief, for a year and 
a half, the city of Flint has had water 
running through the pipes and into the 
homes of the people in Flint. The water 
has extraordinarily high levels of lead, 
which can affect the trajectory of a 
child’s life permanently. 

This was a decision made by the 
State government when it took over 
the city of Flint because of its finan-
cial situation. To save a few dollars, it 
switched from Lake Huron as its pri-
mary water source to the Flint River, 
without even any science or thought as 
to how the river might be treated. As a 
result, that corrosive river has put lead 
into the water source and into the bod-
ies of young children. 

Today, finally, after months and 
months and months, apparently, our 
Governor is going to announce some 
sort of response at the State level. I 
can assure you this: There is no con-
fidence of the people of the city of 
Flint and of the people of Michigan—I 
have, certainly, no confidence myself— 
that the State’s response will be ade-
quate. I am asking the Federal Govern-
ment to step in and help correct this 
manmade disaster in Flint, Michigan. 
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