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RECOGNIZING THE GIRLS VARSITY 

VOLLEYBALL TEAM AT CHER-
OKEE TRAIL HIGH SCHOOL IN 
AURORA, COLORADO, FOR WIN-
NING THE 5A STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP 

(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the girls varsity 
volleyball team of Cherokee Trail High 
School in Aurora, Colorado, on winning 
the 2015 Colorado 5A State champion-
ship game on November 14, 2015. 

The students and staff who were a 
part of the title-winning Cougar team 
deserve the utmost respect and com-
mendation for winning in what has 
been a season full of challenges. Fol-
lowing the tragic death of one of their 
players, Celeste James, and a serious 
injury to another, Amazing Ashby, the 
Cherokee Trail Cougars showed cour-
age in the face of true adversity to 
complete a title-winning season which 
honored their teammates. 

These volleyball players were led to 
the championship title through the ex-
traordinary leadership of their head 
coach, Terry Miller, and his hard-
working staff. 

It is with great pride that I join all of 
the residents of Aurora, Colorado, in 
congratulating the Cherokee Trail Cou-
gars on their State championship. 
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VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PETERS. Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, January 19, 2013: 

Jael Griego, 5 years old. 
Angelina Griego, 2 years old. 
Greenwood, Minnesota, September 17, 

2015: 
Karen Short, 48 years old. 
Cole Short, 17. 
Madison Short, 15. 
Brooklyn Short, 14. 
Bell, Florida, September 18, 2014: 
Sara Spirit, 28 years old. 
Kaleb Kuhlmann, 11 years old. 
Kylie Kuhlmann, 9 years old. 
Johnathon Kuhlmann, 8. 
Brandon Stewart, 4. 
Destiny Stewart, 5. 
Alanna Stewart, 3 months old. 
Federal Way, Washington, April 21, 

2013: 
Roland Scobee, 62 years old. 
Bradley Fischer, 47. 
Justine Baez, 24. 
Ceasar A. Valdovinos, 23. 
Spanish Fork, Utah, January 16, 2014: 
Marie King, 55 years old. 
Kelly Boren, 32. 
Joshua Boren, 7. 
Haley Boren, 5. 
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CONGRATULATING CLINCH 
COUNTY PANTHERS 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 

House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Clinch 
County High School football team. 
Last Friday night, the Clinch County 
Panthers faced off against the Irwin 
County Indians for the Georgia Class A 
Public State Championship. 

Early in the game, both teams were 
well matched, with both scoring touch-
downs in the first quarter. However, 
the Panthers scored a second touch-
down early in the second quarter and 
never looked back. 

In total, the Panthers racked up 292 
rushing yards in the 24–7 win. This was 
the sixth title in the school’s history 
and the first since winning it in 2010. 

I commend Coach Dickerson and the 
Clinch County Panthers for a great 
season. You deserve it. 
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REMEMBERING LILLIAN VERNON 
(Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 

New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of 
New York. Mr. Speaker, Lillian 
Vernon, a woman who personified the 
American Dream and inspired genera-
tions of girls and boys, passed away 
this week. 

Lillian was born Lilli Menasche in 
Leipzig, Germany, in 1927. Her family 
arrived here in 1937 after fleeing the 
new Nazi regime. She attended NYU for 
a couple of years before leaving to get 
married. And shortly after her nup-
tials, the newly pregnant Lillian gath-
ered together what little wedding 
money she had to start a mail order 
business from her home in Mount 
Vernon, New York. She took the name 
Vernon as her own, and the Lillian 
Vernon Company was born. 

She put an advertisement in ‘‘Seven-
teen’’ magazine for a personalized 
purse and belt for $5; and within weeks, 
she had $34,000 dollars in orders. 

By 1970, Lillian Vernon had her first 
million-dollar year. A few decades 
later, she had nine catalogues, 15 out-
let stores, two Web sites, a business-to- 
business division, and yearly revenue 
close to $300 million. 

She was a role model for women. She 
started her company when working 
mothers were often criticized and fe-
male entrepreneurs could rarely get 
credit. But undeterred, she persevered. 

She was also a trailblazer outside the 
business world and was known for her 
charity and her devotion to so many 
causes, including her dedication to the 
Lillian Vernon Foundation, which sup-
ports the U.S. Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation, Literacy Volunteers of 
America, and a number of other char-
ities. In 2011, Vernon was honored with 
the Project Sunshine Award for Philan-
thropic Leadership and was appointed 
by President Clinton as chairwoman of 
the National Women’s Business Council 
in 1995. 

Above all, she was a mother. She was 
dedicated to her two sons, David and 

Fred, both of whom worked in the fam-
ily business with her. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Lillian 
throughout the years. And I can say 
that even a reading of her accolades 
and accomplishments would fail to give 
a sense of just how special this wonder-
ful woman truly was. 

We have lost a great American, and 
she will be sorely missed. 
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PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise for a 
parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CURBELO of Florida). The gentlewoman 
will state her parliamentary inquiry. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico is facing a 
dire economic crisis, and our fellow 
Americans who live there need our 
help. 

Just now, I introduced the Puerto 
Rico Emergency Financial Stability 
Act, a bill that provides Puerto Rico 
some critical, temporary breathing 
room from creditor lawsuits until Con-
gress acts. 

Puerto Rico urgently needs this res-
pite while Congress considers restruc-
turing legislation—legislation to pro-
vide the 3.5 million U.S. citizens that 
call Puerto Rico home the tools they 
need to comprehensively address the 
territory’s unsustainable debt burden. 

Mr. Speaker, my parliamentary in-
quiry is: Is it in order for this bill to be 
considered and voted on by this House 
right now by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair will not entertain a 
unanimous consent request for the con-
sideration of a measure unless it has 
been cleared by the bipartisan floor 
and committee leaderships. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, that only 
adds to the urgency of our acting by 
March 31, 2016, as the Speaker indi-
cated. He also indicated that hearings 
on this important legislation would 
begin on our first day back. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2 of House Resolution 566 
and clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Concurring in the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 2029 with the House amendment 
specified in section 3(a) of House Reso-
lution 566; and 

Suspending the rules and passing 
H.R. 2241, if ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote. 
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