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create the Community Health and So-
cial Services, CHASS, clinic in south-
west Detroit. Around the same time,
Henry Ford Health System also began
partnering with the Detroit public
schools to provide in-school health
services to students.

With the growing population in De-
troit’s suburbs, Henry Ford Health Sys-
tem began to expand, opening new
medical centers in Troy, Dearborn, and
West Bloomfield. Today Henry Ford
Health System has grown from a single
facility with 48 beds into a regional
health care provider which admits
around 89,000 patients each year and
delivers approximately 3.5 million clin-
ic visits. The staff has also grown to
more than 23,000 employees, making
Henry Ford Health System the fifth
largest employer in the Metro Detroit
region.

In recognition of its outstanding
commitment to delivering world-class
health care services in a novel and ef-
fective manner, Henry Ford Health
System is the only organization to re-
ceive all five major health care quality
awards: the Foster G. McGaw Prize in
2004, the Joint Commission’s Ernest
Amory Codman and John M. Eisenberg
Awards in 2006 and 2011, the American
Hospital Association’s McKesson Quest
for Quality Prize in 2010, and the Mal-
colm Baldrige Award in 2011. As a re-
cipient of the Baldrige Award, Henry
Ford Health System joins an elite
group of organizations who have been
recognized for outstanding innovations
in their respective fields.

I am honored to ask my colleagues to
join me today in recognizing Henry
Ford Health System’s 100th anniver-
sary. This significant milestone is a
great opportunity to reflect upon its
century-long record of fostering inno-
vations in the development and deliv-
ery of health care services, its commit-
ment to providing the best possible
outcomes for its patients, and the
transformative effect it continues to
make, both in the health care field and
metro Detroit. Henry Ford Health Sys-
tem has made a remarkable impact in
southeast Michigan over the last cen-
tury, and I wish its leadership, medical
professionals, and staff well in con-
tinuing to fulfill its mission in the
years and decades ahead.e

————

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE HAIGANUSH R.
BEDROSIAN

e Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
as this year draws to a close, so too
does a long and accomplished legal ca-
reer for Rhode Island Family Court
Chief Judge Haiganush R. Bedrosian.
She will retire from the bench at the
end of December after serving on the
family court for over 35 years. Judge
Bedrosian is a trailblazer and a skilled
leader in the Rhode Island legal com-
munity. She will be missed.

Judge Bedrosian, the daughter of Ar-
menian immigrants, is a lifelong Rhode
Islander who grew up in Cranston. She
attended Cranston East High School
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and then Brown University’s Pembroke
College, where she graduated with a de-
gree in political science in 1965.

She says that when she graduated
from Pembroke, she was told ‘‘women
don’t go to law school” and she had
best look for work elsewhere. That
didn’t sound right to her.

Judge Bedrosian enrolled at Suffolk
Law School, where she excelled. She
earned a clerkship with Rhode Island
Supreme Court Justice Thomas
Paolino. After her clerkship, she rose
quickly in the legal profession, serving
as an assistant general counsel for the
Providence & Worcester Railroad, rep-
resenting children in private practice
and serving as a special assistant to
the Rhode Island Attorney General in
the Criminal Division.

In 1980, Rhode Island Governor J. Jo-
seph Garrahy nominated her to serve
on Rhode Island’s family court, making
her the first woman to sit on the fam-
ily court bench. Over the course of her
tenure, she has built a reputation for
fairness, compassion, and thorough
command of the law. She has deftly
handled some of the most complex and
difficult cases to come before the
Court.

She rose to the position of chief
judge on the family court in 2010—an-
other first for a woman in Rhode Is-
land—where she has proven herself an
able leader. She has promoted medi-
ation as a way to resolve challenging
family disputes more quickly and with
less stress on the parties involved. She
has advocated for improvements to the
way juveniles are treated in our justice
system, both at the State and Federal
levels. She has worked to combat
human trafficking and sexual violence.
And she has expanded the family treat-
ment drug court, a smart and effective
program to address drug offenses that
involve youth and families.

In addition to her good work in the
courtroom, Judge Bedrosian has con-
tributed a great deal to her commu-
nity. She remains a committed mem-
ber of the congregation of Saints
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church in Providence where she is a
frequent volunteer. She has also found-
ed and served as president of the Rhode
Island Trial Judges Association.

We will miss Judge Bedrosian’s
steady hand and compassionate, rea-
soned rulings on the bench. But we
wish her well in the next chapter of her
life. Best of luck, Your Honor.e

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2 p.m., a message from the House
of Representatives, delivered by Mr.
Novotny, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 2130. An act to provide legal certainty
to property owners along the Red River in
Texas, and for other purposes.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 2130. An act to provide legal certainty
to property owners along the Red River in
Texas, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

——————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-124. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Alabama applying
to the United States Congress, pursuant to
Article V of the Constitution of the United
States, to call a convention of the states
limited to proposing amendments that im-
pose fiscal restraints on the federal govern-
ment, limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government, and limit the terms of
office of federal government officials; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
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Whereas, the Founders of our Constitution
empowered state legislators to be guardians
of liberty against future abuses of power by
the federal government; and

Whereas, the federal government has cre-
ated a crushing national debt through im-
proper and imprudent spending; and

Whereas, the federal government has in-
vaded the legitimate roles of the states
through the manipulative process of federal
mandates, most of which are unfunded to a
great extent; and

Whereas, the federal government has
ceased to live under a proper interpretation
of the Constitution of the United States; and

Whereas, it is the solemn duty of the
states to protect the liberty of our people,
particularly for the generations to come, to
propose amendments to the Constitution of
the United States through a Convention of
the States under Article V to place clear re-
straints on these and related abuses of
power: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Legislature of Alabama, both
houses thereof concurring, That the Legisla-
ture of the State of Alabama hereby applies
to Congress, under the provisions of Article
V of the Constitution of the United States,
for the calling of a convention of the states
limited to proposing amendments that im-
pose fiscal restraints on the federal govern-
ment, limit the power and jurisdiction of the
federal government, and limit the terms of
office for its officials. This is an application
for a Convention of States. By definition, a
Convention of States requires the equality of
all state parties necessitating a rule of one
state, one vote. Congress has no authority to
adopt any rule to the contrary; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, This application is adopted with
the understanding that the Legislature will,
by law or rule, create rules for its appoint-
ment of delegates to any Convention of
States, including rules that govern the duty
of commissioners or delegates to strictly ad-
here to the limited subject matter of the
convention contained in the state’s applica-
tion; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of State is
hereby directed to transmit copies of this ap-
plication to the President and Secretary of
the United States Senate and to the Speaker
and Clerk of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and to the members of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives of the
United States Congress from this state; and
to also transmit copies hereof to the pre-
siding officers of each of the legislative
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