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ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 

CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AU-
THORIZATIONS AND CLASSIFIED 
ANNEX ACCOMPANYING INTEL-
LIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
announce to all Members of the House 
that the Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence has ordered the bill 
H.R. 2596, the Intelligence Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016, reported 
favorably to the House today with an 
amendment, and will file its report on 
the bill in the House early next week. 
The bill is currently expected to be 
considered in the House later in the 
week. 

Mr. Speaker, the classified schedules 
of authorizations and the classified an-
nexes accompanying the bill are avail-
able for review by all Members at the 
offices of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence in room HVC–304 
of the Capitol Visitor Center. The com-
mittee office will be open during reg-
ular business hours for the convenience 
of any Member who wishes to review 
this material prior to its consideration 
by the House. 

I recommend that Members wishing 
to review the classified annex contact 
the committee’s director of security to 
arrange a time and date for that view-
ing. This will assure the availability of 
appropriately cleared committee staff 
to assist Members who desire assist-
ance during their review of these clas-
sified materials. 

I urge interested Members to review 
these materials in order to better un-
derstand the committee’s recommenda-
tions. The classified annexes to the 
committee’s report contain the com-
mittee’s recommendations on the in-
telligence budget for fiscal year 2016 
and related classified information that 
cannot be disclosed publicly. 

It is important that Members keep in 
mind the requirements of clause 13 of 
House rule XXIII, which only permits 
access to classified information by 
those Members of the House who have 
signed the oath provided for in the 
rules. 

In addition, the committee’s rules re-
quire that Members agree in writing to 
a nondisclosure agreement. The agree-
ment indicates that the Member has 
been granted access to the classified 
annexes and that they are familiar 
with the rules of the House and the 
committee with respect to the classi-
fied nature of that information and the 
limitations on the disclosure of that 
information. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF JOSEPH 
ROBINETTE BIDEN, III 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a resolution and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House and, further, that 
it be read in full. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 299 

Whereas Joseph Robinette ‘‘Beau’’ Biden, 
III, born in Wilmington, Delaware and a 
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
and Syracuse University law school, served 
our country as an attorney in the Depart-
ment of Justice for seven years, including as-
sisting the nation of Kosovo in rebuilding 
their criminal justice system; 

Whereas Beau Biden served his beloved 
State of Delaware for eight years as Attor-
ney General; 

Whereas Beau Biden joined the Army in 
2003 at the age of 34, rose to the rank of 
major in the Delaware Army National 
Guard’s Judge Advocate General Corps, de-
ployed to Iraq in 2008 and received the 
Bronze Star for his service; 

Whereas Beau Biden leaves behind a be-
loved wife, Hallie, and two children, Natalie 
and Hunter; and 

Whereas Beau Biden was the eldest son of 
the former Senator from Delaware and cur-
rent Vice President of the United States and 
President of the United States Senate, Jo-
seph Robinette Biden, Jr.: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives has heard with profound sorrow and 
deep regret the announcement of the un-
timely death of Joseph Robinette Biden, III. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives communicate this resolu-
tion to the Senate and transmit a copy 
thereof to the family of the Vice President of 
the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I rise in support of 
this resolution that celebrates the life 
of Beau Biden, the son of our Vice 
President, my State’s former attorney 
general, and my good friend. 

This past weekend, Beau Biden left 
this world far too young, at the age of 
46. My home State of Delaware and this 
country suffered a loss that is deeply 
painful and deeply personal. 

Beau won our hearts when, as a 
young boy, he and his brother survived 
a car accident that killed his baby sis-
ter and his mother. His father, JOE, 
was sworn in to the United States Sen-
ate at Beau’s hospital bedside. 

After the accident, JOE held his chil-
dren tight because he knew how fragile 
life was. And the rest of Delaware did 
the same with the entire Biden family. 

We watched Beau grow into a young 
lawyer and then elected him twice to 
be our attorney general, where he be-
came a champion of protecting the 
most vulnerable among us. We were 
filled with pride as we watched him 
join the National Guard and deploy to 
Iraq. 

We were inspired by his example as a 
loving husband to Hallie, a doting fa-
ther to Natalie and Hunter, and, as al-
ways, a devoted son and brother. Fam-
ily for Beau, like JOE, was everything. 

b 1245 

Beau was a truly giving person. He 
appreciated the good in others in a way 
that we all should. He leaves a legacy 
that calls on each of us to be more 
gentle in our judgments and more gra-
cious with our thanks. Beau was one of 
the best of the good guys. 

Back in my home State of Delaware, 
people are hurting. It feels like every 
person you meet has been wounded by 
this loss, and just wishes there were 
something we could do to support our 
friends, the Bidens. 

It is they who are comforting us. 
They have shown us the courage to be-
lieve that there is something more en-
during than grief. Love endures. Beau 
and his family, through their love for 
each other, have shown us that. 

So as we say good-bye to this distin-
guished American, this genuinely good 
man, we say to him: Until we meet 
again, Beau. May God hold you in the 
palm of his hand. 

I withdraw my reservation of objec-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE 
8, 2015 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next and 
that the order of the House of January 
6, 2015, regarding morning-hour debate 
not apply on that day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

IN MEMORY OF MARINE LANCE 
CORPORAL JOSHUA BARRON 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in memory of Ma-
rine Lance Corporal Joshua Barron 
from Spokane Valley, Washington. 

Joshua, tilt rotor crew chief, died on 
May 18 of injuries sustained during a 
training exercise. He was 1 of 22 Ma-
rines aboard the Osprey that came 
down in Hawaii near Bellows Air Force 
Base. 

Joshua was raised in Spokane Valley 
and graduated from University High 
School in 2009. Those who knew him 
called him a superhero, an all-Amer-
ican kid, the best our Nation has to 
offer. During his service, he earned the 
National Defense Medal, a Global War 
on Terrorism Medal. 

The Spokane area was Joshua’s home 
for his entire life, and it is with a 
heavy heart that the community that 
raised him and loves him now says our 
good-byes. 

My prayers are with the Barron fam-
ily as they lay their son to rest this 
Friday. 

When he left for the Marines, he left 
his family a message that read, ‘‘Be-
cause you’re worth it.’’ This is a testa-
ment to the selfless spirit of this fine, 
young man. 
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Thank you for everything, Joshua. 

You’re worth it. Rest in peace. 
f 

IN MEMORY OF OFFICER GREGG 
BENNER 

(Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mex-
ico asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Offi-
cer Gregg Benner of the Rio Rancho 
Police Department, who was killed in 
the line of duty on March 25. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences to 
the family and loved ones of Officer 
Benner as they mourn the loss of a hus-
band, a father, grandfather, and friend 
who was taken from them far too soon. 

Officer Benner dedicated his life to 
protecting his community and his 
country. From his career in the Air 
Force to the Rio Rancho Police Depart-
ment, Officer Benner put his health 
and safety on the line to make us safer, 
and he leaves behind a legacy of valor 
and service. 

The loss of any police officer is a 
painful reminder of the dangers they 
face. While we are shaken by Officer 
Benner’s loss, we can take comfort in 
the memories he has left behind for all 
those who knew him and the example 
that he set. 

While a tragedy such as this is unex-
pected and shocking, the response has 
brought out the best of the residents of 
Rio Rancho who have displayed an out-
pouring of support and sympathy. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Of-
ficer Benner’s family, fellow officers, 
and the entire Rio Rancho community. 
I hope they find peace in the most dif-
ficult time. 

Officer Benner, may God bless you, 
and may you rest in peace. 

f 

HONORING DR. JUAN M. ORTIZ 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am delighted to wish a happy and 
healthy 90th birthday to Dr. Juan 
Ortiz. 

As one of the oldest full-time prac-
ticing M.D.’s in the U.S., Dr. Ortiz has 
provided exemplary care to his family, 
friends, and patients in our south Flor-
ida community. Dr. Ortiz has always 
shown impeccable leadership in both 
his professional and charitable endeav-
ors, and his reputation for excellence is 
widely known. 

When he is not treating his patients 
locally, you will find Dr. Ortiz volun-
teering his medical services during ca-
tastrophes in remote locations 
throughout Central America, the Car-
ibbean, and Africa. 

Not only is Dr. Ortiz a seasoned med-
ical professional, but he is also a poet, 
a writer, and an avid traveler, with 
destinations extending as far as Ant-
arctica. 

Dr. Ortiz, once again, I would like to 
express my appreciation for your con-
tributions and your service to south 
Florida. I wish you a happy and 
healthy 90th birthday. 

f 

URGING SUPPORT OF H.R. 2615 AND 
H. RES. 291 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me 
in support of H.R. 2615 and H. Res. 291, 
both of which I introduced earlier this 
week. 

Nearly a century ago, the United 
States purchased the Virgin Islands 
from Denmark for its geopolitical im-
portance. The citizens of the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States commemo-
rate the events of that date, March 31, 
1917, each year. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 291 asks the 
United States Postal Service to create 
a commemorate stamp in honor of the 
centennial. 

The purpose of H.R. 2615 will form a 
bipartisan congressional commission 
to research, plan, develop, and carry 
out activities the commission con-
siders appropriate to commemorate the 
100th anniversary. 

The commission will bring a national 
awareness to the events commemo-
rating the centennial, engage law-
makers here in Congress, as well as the 
administration, and a new national dis-
cussion around the relationship and 
place of the Virgin Islands with the 
United States. 

The coming centennial anniversary 
of the inclusions of the Virgin Islands 
in America affords us an opportunity 
to revisit this history and our ongoing 
relationship. It is also an opportunity 
to highlight the enormous contribu-
tions to the United States by Virgin Is-
landers and the richness of our Virgin 
Islands heritage. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
ERIK HITE 

(Ms. MCSALLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the life of Erik Hite, a 
Tucson police officer and former Air 
Force member who was killed in the 
line of duty 7 years ago this week, as 
well as the great work of his wife, 
Nohemy, following his tragic death. 

Erik was a model public servant and 
an exemplary cop. To honor his mem-
ory and his commitment to family, 
Nohemy founded the Erik Hite Founda-
tion in 2009 to support construction of 
a daycare facility for the children of 
police officers, firefighters, military 
personnel, and other emergency re-
sponders. The foundation also runs en-
richment and outreach programs that 
offer a safe and positive environment 
for these children. 

Today, the facility cares for up to 45 
children a day in a flexible setting that 
matches the around-the-clock hours 
that men and women of law enforce-
ment are assigned. It has become a life-
line for many families who sacrifice to 
protect and to serve our community, 
just like Erik did. 

Though nothing can make up for 
Erik’s tragic death, Nohemy has kept 
his spirit and the ideals he lived for 
alive through her amazing efforts. She 
has shown tremendous courage and 
perseverance, and I commend this in-
credible woman for the difference she 
continues to make in southern Ari-
zona. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE APOLLO- 
SOYUZ TEST PROJECT AND 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL TOM 
STAFFORD 
(Mr. LUCAS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a momentous event in this 
Nation’s history and honor the men 
and women who worked so diligently to 
make it happen. 

The Apollo-Soyuz test project, which 
took place in July of 1975, was the first 
international human spaceflight, a 
joint operation between two rivaling 
superpowers: the United States and the 
Soviet Union. The Apollo-Soyuz test 
project was so successful, many histo-
rians attribute the handshake in space 
between Apollo Commander Tom Staf-
ford and Soyuz Commander Aleksey 
Leonov to be the beginning of the end 
the cold war. 

Lieutenant General Tom Stafford 
was born in Weatherford, Oklahoma, in 
1930. After graduating from the Naval 
Academy, earning his wings from the 
Air Force in 1953, and graduating from 
the Air Force Experimental Flight 
Test Pilot School, Stafford went on to 
serve as a pilot on Gemini 6, a com-
mander of Gemini 9, commander of 
Apollo 10, and, finally, commander of 
the Apollo-Soyuz test project. 

Thomas Stafford is a true patriot, a 
man who served this country in inspir-
ing ways for over 60 years. I want to 
congratulate him on his accomplished 
service and his distinguished career. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF FLORIDA LADY GATORS 
SOFTBALL TEAM 
(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the University of Flor-
ida, in Gainesville, Florida, the Lady 
Gators softball team. The Lady Gators 
won the Women’s College World Series 
in Oklahoma City last night, defeating 
Michigan 4–1. This is the Lady Gators’ 
second national championship in 2 
years. It is a back-to-back national 
championship. 
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