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sponsored efforts to wipe Israel off the
map, and that we can indeed protect
Americans from the reign of terror
that has been a state-sponsored effort.

There is nothing less that we should
ask of this administration or any ad-
ministration. We need to protect the
American people. At the negotiating
table—when we sit 2 or 3 feet across
from the people with whom we are ne-
gotiating—we cannot ignore what is
happening through state-sponsored ter-
rorism. We cannot ignore the cargo
ships in the Strait of Hormuz that have
been stormed. We cannot ignore what
has happened in Yemen or Hezbollah.
We cannot ignore the reality that we
face today of an Iran that has not
changed in 30 years.

The fact is our sanctions have
worked, and the fact is that increased
sanctions could work as well. I hope be-
fore this negotiation is signed off and
agreed to, they will realize who is mak-
ing the negotiations happen and pos-
sible and that more needs to be done to
protect Americans and protect the
world from an Iran that simply doesn’t
have a dangerous threat posed to us
from nuclear weapons but which poses
the danger through state-sponsored
terrorism which they continue to pur-
sue today.

I thank the Presiding Officer for the
time.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——————

REMEMBERING MICHAEL W.
DOWNING

Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, today I
rise to recognize the exceptional serv-
ice and the extraordinary life of Rock-
ingham County High Sheriff Michael
“Mike” W. Downing of Salem, NH, who
passed away recently following his bat-
tle with cancer.

Sheriff Downing was a knowledge-
able, respected and compassionate pub-
lic safety professional, a problem solv-
er, and a concerned community mem-
ber. He was one of a kind, and was be-
loved by everyone who knew him.

Raised in Salem, Mike attended
Saint Joseph’s School and graduated
from Salem High School in 1972. He
went on to serve our Nation as a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army 82nd Airborne Di-
vision, after which Mike began what
would be a long career of service to the
State of New Hampshire, first as a N.H.
State trooper after graduating from
the 47th New Hampshire Police Acad-
emy. He continued his career in law en-
forcement service, joining the Salem
Police Department where he rose to
the rank of detective sergeant. Mike
was a graduate of the Command Train-
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ing Institute at Babson College, and
earned an associate’s degree from
Southern New Hampshire University
and a bachelor’s degree from Franklin
Pierce College.

After his retirement from the Salem
Police Department, Mike continued his
public service through his work in the
State legislature. He served three
terms as a State representative and
then served two terms as a State sen-
ator, where he held the position of sen-
ate minority leader. In 2010, Mike re-
turned to his law enforcement roots
and was elected the High Sheriff of
Rockingham County. Downing was
serving in his third term as sheriff at
the time of his passing.

In addition to his professional and
elected service to the State of New
Hampshire, Mike was very active in his
local community. He gave generously
of his time and energy as the 301st cap-
tain commanding of the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Mas-
sachusetts, an ASA Salem softball
coach, a NH Little League coach, a
member of the Knights of Columbus,
trustee of Amvets Post 2, a past presi-
dent and board member of Salem
Haven Nursing Home and Silverthorne
Adult Daycare, a member of the Rock-
ingham County Law Enforcement As-
sociation, Rockingham County Chiefs
of Police Association, International
Chiefs of Police Association, the Na-
tional Sheriffs’ Association, the NH
Sheriffs’ Association and a founding
board member of Isaiah 58, a nonprofit
organization focused on helping the
homeless population of Rockingham
County.

Most recently, he was honored as the
2015 recipient of the Chief John P.
Ganley Community Service Award
which is presented to an individual
“who has exhibited concern, involve-
ment and leadership in the community
of Salem; while providing inspiration
to others, through his or her dedica-
tion, integrity and courage in the man-
ner exemplified by Chief John P.
Ganley during his life on earth.”

Sheriff Downing leaves behind the
love of his life, his wife Heidi Downing
and their five children, Jennifer, Jes-
sica, Kaitlin, Kelsey, and Michael
along with six grandchildren, Char-
lotte, Bella, Jacob, Logan, TJ, and
Max. He also leaves his parents, Del-
bert and Teresa Downing. We are all
deeply saddened by the loss of our
friend Mike, an extraordinary man and
proud New Hampshire son who served
our State and Nation with honor, cour-
age, and dedication. He represented the
very best of our State, and I ask my
colleagues to join me in sending Heidi
and her family our deepest condolences
and our gratitude for Mike’s life of
service to the people of New Hamp-
shire.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Senator SAND-
ERS and I be permitted to engage in a
colloquy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S2513

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, last
week marked an important step as we
worked in a bipartisan manner to im-
prove the lives of survivors of traf-
ficking. We were able to move the Jus-
tice for Victims of Trafficking Act for-
ward and help provide direct supports
and services for these survivors, thanks
to support from the Community Health
Center Fund.

Community health centers are the
safety net providers of our health care
system. In my home State of Wash-
ington, they provide full health care
services for working families across
the State, and they work tirelessly to
ensure that individuals get the sup-
ports and services they need. Commu-
nity health centers help keep health
care costs down and keep people out of
the emergency room by improving
health outcomes for the populations
they serve.

Our community health centers were
strengthened by the work in the Af-
fordable Care Act, and I am proud that
we were able to once again work to-
gether to strengthen them as part of
the Medicare and CHIP Reauthoriza-
tion Act earlier this year.

This was a very unique circumstance,
and it is not a precedent for Congress
to draw on the Community Health Cen-
ter Fund for other purposes. It is my
hope and intention that this was the
one and only time Congress draws
money from the health center fund to
pay for other programs. This funding
was intended to keep the health cen-
ters program whole so that more than
1,300 health centers nationwide can
continue to provide access to care for
their patients for the next 2 years.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as you
know, I have worked for many years to
ensure all Americans have access to
primary care. Community health cen-
ters are instrumental in providing that
access to primary medical, oral, and
mental health care. Right now, com-
munity health centers provide primary
care to 24 million patients in 9,000 un-
derserved communities in every State
and territory across the country.

Until last month, health centers were
facing a 70-percent reduction in fund-
ing this fall due to the expiration of
the Community Health Center Fund.
On an overwhelmingly bipartisan basis,
I was very pleased that Congress was
able to extend the health center fund
in the Medicare and CHIP Reauthoriza-
tion Act bill for 2 years to avert this
massive cut to the program.

Although I supported legislation to
provide funds for victims of traf-
ficking, taking money recently allo-
cated to community health centers in
the SGR bill to pay for health care
services for victims of trafficking was
not a good solution. Both of these pro-
grams serve important populations
with significant health care needs, and
I understand from those who nego-
tiated this agreement that the funding
transfer was a special circumstance as
a way to move forward on this bill.
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