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writing to the agency awarding the contract
or grant that the contractor or grantee has
no seriously delinquent tax debts, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 636. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
increased expensing limitations, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 644. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend
and expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

H.R. 1295. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve the process
for making determinations with respect to
whether organizations are exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(c)(4) of such Code.

H.R. 1314. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for a right to
an administrative appeal relating to adverse
determinations of tax-exempt status of cer-
tain organizations.

S. 984. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide Medicare ben-
eficiary access to eye tracking accessories
for speech generating devices and to remove
the rental cap for durable medical equipment
under the Medicare Program with respect to
speech generating devices.

———————

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-8. A resolution adopted by the House
of Representatives of the State of Michigan
memorializing the United States Congress to
reinstate funding for the Yucca Mountain
Nuclear Waste Repository; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 21

Whereas, Over the past four decades, nu-
clear power has been a significant source for
the nation’s electricity production. There
are 104 operating nuclear power reactors in
the United States, providing about one-fifth
of the nation’s electricity generation. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration, Michigan’s three nuclear
power plants provided 28 percent of the elec-
tricity generated in Michigan in 2013; and

Whereas, Nuclear power can provide large
amounts of reliable, emission-free electricity
at stable prices. Many electricity markets
across the nation are, or will soon be, in need
of new baseload generating capacity. How-
ever, the construction of new nuclear power
plants is being hampered by the unresolved
issue of spent nuclear fuel; and

Whereas, Since the earliest days of nuclear
power, the great dilemma is how to deal with
used nuclear fuel. Currently, more than
70,000 metric tons of spent nuclear fuel are
stored in pools or casks at temporary, and
potentially wvulnerable, sites around the
country, including in Michigan. More nu-
clear waste is generated every day. This
high-level radioactive waste demands excep-
tional care in all facets of its storage and
disposal, including transportation; and

Whereas, The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of
1982 requires the federal government,
through the Department of Energy (DOE), to
build a repository for the permanent storage
of high-level radioactive waste from nuclear
power plants. This act includes a specific
timetable to identify a suitable location and
to establish the waste repository; and
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Whereas, The establishment of a federal
nuclear waste repository is more than fifteen
years overdue. Under the Act, the DOE was
supposed to begin accepting and storing the
nation’s nuclear waste by January 31, 1998.
In 2002, Congress and President Bush ap-
proved Yucca Mountain in Nevada as the site
of the repository, and in 2008, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) accepted an
application by the DOE to construct and op-
erate the repository. However, in 2010, at the
urging of President Obama, the DOE chose to
unilaterally and irrevocably terminate the
Yucca Mountain repository process; and

Whereas, The NRC released a report in Oc-
tober 2014 that found Yucca Mountain would
be a safe and acceptable repository for the
permanent storage of used nuclear fuel. The
repository would meet all NRC standards for
protecting people and the environment from
radioactivity. Clearly, it is time to re-open
the Yucca Mountain process, as it will pro-
vide the best long-term solution to our na-
tion’s used nuclear fuel problem; and

Whereas, The Yucca Mountain process can-
not move forward without the U.S. Congress
appropriating additional funds. Electric
ratepayers in Michigan and across the coun-
try have paid billions into the federal Nu-
clear Waste Fund specifically to support de-
velopment of a long-term repository. Since
1983, in accordance with the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act, customers of Michigan electric
utilities have paid $812 million into the fed-
eral fund. While fee collection has been sus-
pended as of May 16, 2014, the fund still con-
tains a total balance of over $31 billion: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to reinstate funding for the
Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-9. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Maine memori-
alizing the President of the United States
and Congress of the United States to support
the reform of the Social Security offsets of
the Government Pension Offset and the
Windfall Elimination Provision; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

SENATE PAPER 382

Whereas, under current federal law, indi-
viduals who receive a Social Security benefit
and a public retirement benefit derived from
employment not covered under Social Secu-
rity are subject to a reduction in the Social
Security benefits; and

Whereas, these laws. contained in the fed-
eral Social Security Act, 42 United States
Code, Chapter 7, Subchapter II, Federal Old-
Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance
Benefits, and known as the Government Pen-
sion Offset and the Windfall Elimination
Provision, greatly affect public employees,
particularly women; and

Whereas, the Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion reduces by a formula the Social Secu-
rity benefit of a person who is also receiving
a pension from a public employer that does
not participate in Social Security; and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision are
particularly burdensome on the finances of
low-income and moderate-income public
service workers, such as school teachers,
clerical workers and school cafeteria em-
ployees, whose wages are low to start; and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision both
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unfairly reduce benefits for those public em-
ployees and their spouses whose careers
cross the line between the private and public
sectors; and

Whereas, since many lower-paying public
service jobs are held by women, both the
Government Pension Offset and the Windfall
Elimination Provision have a disproportion-
ately adverse effect on women; and

Whereas, in some cases, additional support
in the form of income, housing, heating and
prescription drug and other safety net assist-
ance from state and local governments is
needed to make up for the reductions im-
posed at the federal level; and

Whereas, other participants in Social Se-
curity do not have their benefits reduced in
this manner; and

Whereas, to participate or not to partici-
pate in Social Security in public sector em-
ployment is a decision of employers even
though both the Government Pension Offset
and the Windfall Elimination Provision di-
rectly punish employees and their spouses;
and

Whereas, although the Government Pen-
sion Offset was enacted in 1977 and the Wind-
fall Elimination Provision was enacted in
1983, many of the benefits in dispute were
paid into Social Security prior to that time:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
quest that the President of the United States
and the United States Congress work to-
gether to support reform proposals that in-
clude the following protections for low-in-
come and moderate-income government re-
tirees:

1. Protections permitting retention of a
combined public pension and Social Security
benefit with no applied reductions;

2. Protections permanently ensuring that
level of benefit by indexing it to inflation;
and

3. Protections ensuring that no current re-
cipient’s benefit is reduced by the reform
legislation; and be it further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary
of State, be transmitted to the Homnorable
Barack H. Obama, President of the United
States; the President of the United States
Senate; the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States; and each
Member of the Maine Congressional Delega-
tion.

POM-10. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Court of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts condemning all forms of anti-Semi-
tism; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

RESOLUTIONS

Whereas, there is clear evidence of increas-
ing incidents and expressions of anti-Semi-
tism throughout the world; and

Whereas, in April 2014, the United States
Department of State released the Inter-
national Religious Freedom report recog-
nizing that anti-Semitism continues to be
prevalent internationally; and

Whereas, anti-Semitic acts committed and
recorded in 2014 include murders, violent at-
tacks and death threats against Jews, arson,
graffiti and property desecration and mur-
ders at Jewish cemeteries, places of worship,
schools and community events; and

Whereas, such anti-Semitic acts also ex-
tend to soccer stadiums, the Internet, edi-
torial cartoons and the use of Nazi salutes,
leading many Jewish individuals to conceal
their religious identity; and

Whereas, the recent terror attack at a ko-
sher supermarket in Paris, France, and a
mounting sense of insecurity among
France’s Jews reminds us of the urgent need
for a commitment to address and confront
anti-Semitism; and
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