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We need to learn more about what must be
done to ensure community security—how the
communities see the threats they face, what
they are doing about them, what the European
governments are doing about them—and how
everyone can and must do more.

We also need to learn how the U.S. Gov-
ernment can be more effective especially in
light of World Jewish Congress President
Lauder’s all important question: “where is the
United States?” Ambassador Lauder testified:
“once again, like the 1930s, European Jews
live in fear . . . In my travels to all of these
communities, | am asked the same question
around Europe and the world: ‘where is the
United States? Why isn’t the United States
leading the world in this crisis?’”

———

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION
AND SERVICE OF NORTHWEST
FLORIDA’S JUDY BENTON

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize and congratulate Mrs. Judy Ben-
ton upon being awarded the Navy-Marine
Corps Relief Society’s Mrs. Grace Glenwood
Higginson Lifetime Achievement Award. Mrs.
Benton has dedicated her life to serving oth-
ers, and | am proud to honor her service and
commitment to the Northwest Florida commu-
nity and to the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Soci-
ety.

Mrs. Benton found her lifelong calling and
demonstrated her dedication to others when
she first joined the Navy-Marine Corps Relief
Society in 1968, serving as a caseworker and
Layette Items Contributor at Barstow and then
Quantico. In 2003, Mrs. Benton joined the
Pensacola office. Throughout her distin-
guished career, Mrs. Benton has proven to be
an indispensable member of the team with an
unwavering support for our Nation’s Sailors,
Marines, and their families.

Since Mrs. Benton has been with the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society, she has left an
indelible mark on both the Navy-Marine Corps
Relief Society and the individuals she has
served. From handling over 2,000 cases as a
Certified Society Caseworker to completing
18,000 service hours completed, Mrs. Benton
has never wavered in her compassion and
commitment to others. However, Mrs. Benton
always goes above and beyond to serve those
who protect and defend our Nation. After Hur-
ricane Ivan devastated the Gulf Coast in 2004,
Mrs. Benton volunteered for three straight
weeks, including weekends, to help impacted
families recover, and she also helped facilitate
emergency travel for a former service member
to quickly reach his sister and provide a kid-
ney transplant needed to save her life.

Mrs. Benton’s immense dedication and self-
lessness has not gone unnoticed, and prior to
receiving the Mrs. Grace Glenwood Higginson
Lifetime Achievement Award, she received the
Presidential Points of Light Lifetime Volunteer
Award.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to congratulate Mrs.
Judy Benton and thank her for her service to
the people of Northwest Florida and to the
countless Sailors and Marines that she has
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assisted during her long tenure at the Navy-
Marine Corps Relief Society. My wife Vicki
and | wish her and her husband, Rod; chil-
dren, Deborah, Angie, Perian, and Robert;
grandchildren, Matthew, Jessie, and Ben, and
the entire Benton family all the best.

HONORING PAUL TORGERSEN
HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | submit these
remarks to commemorate the life of Paul
Torgersen of Blacksburg, Virginia, who passed
away on March 29, 2015, and to pay tribute to
his tremendous legacy at Virginia Tech.

Paul was born on October 13, 1931 in Stat-
en Island, New York. In 1953, he graduated
from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania with a B.S. in industrial engineering, and
went on to earn his M.S. and Ph.D. from the
Ohio State University in 1956 and 1959, re-
spectively. Paul joined the faculty of Oklahoma
State University in 1959, and served until
1966 first as an assistant professor and later
as an associate professor.

In 1967, Paul began his long and distin-
guished career at Virginia Tech. He served as
professor and head of the Department of Engi-
neering from 1967 through 1970, Dean of En-
gineering from 1970 through 1990, President
of the research park from 1990 through 1994,
and President of the University from 1994
through 2000.

While serving as President, Paul helped
grow Virginia Tech’s influence in the nation in
both academics and athletics. Under his lead-
ership, U.S. News & World Report ranked its
engineering and business colleges among na-
tion’s top 50. Furthermore, the university’s en-
dowment nearly doubled.

Importantly, even while serving in senior
leadership posts, Paul never forgot his roots,
teaching at least one course each year for 58
years (which began before he arrived at Vir-
ginia Tech). Accordingly, Paul referred to him-
self as “a professor who is also serving as
President.”

Paul's numerous professional accomplish-
ments include his appointment to the National
Academy of Engineering and the National Re-
search Council. He also authored several
books, and served on the editorial boards of
the Journal of Engineering Education, the
Journal of Industrial Engineering, and AlIE
Transactions. Additionally, Paul served on the
Virginia Governor's Task Force on Science
and Technology, received the 1992 Virginia
Engineering Educator of the Year Award, and
was a Fellow in the Institute of Industrial Engi-
neers and the American Society for Engineer-
ing Education.

Outside of his professional success, Paul
was an avid tennis player. At 55, he was
ranked 8th in the nation in doubles for his age
group by the United States Tennis Associa-
tion. He was even able to spend a week at
Wimbledon at Centre Court, courtesy of Tech
engineering alumni.

Paul is predeceased by his wife of 60 years,
Dorothea Torgersen. He is survived by two
daughters Karen Torgersen (Mike Boyd), of
Blacksburg, VA, Janis Torgersen, of Oxford,
NC; and a son James Torgersen (Lynda), of
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Claytor Lake, VA; six grandchildren, Lindsay
Nalevanko, Bryan Reisch, Erin Reisch, Mi-
chael Reisch, Paul Torgersen, Samantha
McElwee; and two great-grandchildren, Isa-
belle and Collin Nalevanko.

Paul’s impact on Virginia Tech is immeas-
urable. | have no doubt his legacy will con-
tinue on in the work of the many people he
taught, mentored, and influenced throughout
his lifetime. My thoughts and prayers go out to
Paul’s family and loved ones.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUNG
AMERICANS  FINANCIAL  LIT-
ERACY ACT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today
| am pleased to re-introduce the Young Ameri-
cans Financial Literacy Act. Financial literacy
is critical to ensuring future financial responsi-
bility. A recent report entitled “Money Matters
on Campus”, conducted by Higher One and
EVERFI, highlights that the state of financial
literacy among young adults is not improving.
Only seventeen states require some form of
high school financial training, even though
studies show students who receive financial
literacy are considerably more fiscally respon-
sible. Such students are more accountable
with credit, more financially cautious and more
averse to incurring debt. When students par-
ticipated in a purely financial knowledge-
based survey, only 12% answered correctly
about what things to consider if one has too
many credit cards.

Young adults are consistently exhibiting de-
ficient understanding of financial literacy and
how to plan for future economic goals. Just
over half of the students in the survey knew
the formula for calculating net worth; while
only 12% knew the general rule for how many
months financial planners recommend to have
set aside in case of an emergency.

Young adults consistently exhibit deficient
understanding of financial literacy and how to
plan for future economic goals. Last year, the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development released a global report of finan-
cial literacy which ranked the United States in
the middle of eighteen countries surveyed.

| believe America should be leading the
world with the best-educated students who will
drive our economic innovation and success,
so please join me in cosponsoring the Young
Americans Financial Literacy Act. This act:

Establishes a grant program in the Bureau
of Consumer Financial Protection to develop
and implement financial literacy programs for
young people ages eight to twenty-four;

Incentivizes the development of partnerships
between institutions of higher education, local
educational agencies, non-profit organizations,
and financial institutions to develop programs
aimed at young Americans in different phases
of their life;

Ensures the development of evidence-based
instructional material that is geared towards
targeted groups and addresses unique life sit-
uations, including bankruptcy, foreclosure, stu-
dent loans, credit card misuse; and

Conducts ongoing assessment and account-
ability of the program over the short- and long-
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term to ensure that grant money achieves the
greatest impact.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting the Young Americans Financial Lit-
eracy Act.

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sugar Land Marriott Town
Square for providing exceptional service to
visitors of my home town. It recently received
top honors from the Marriott brand, and
earned a ranking as the top full-service Mar-
riott hotel in Texas, third in the United States,
and fifth among Marriot's 358 hotels all around
the world for overall guest satisfaction. What
an accomplishment.

In addition to these awards, the hotel also
won a 2014 Excellence in Quality Award from
Remington Hotels. These accolades are
thanks in part to seven of the hotel's associ-
ates, who were honored for their exceptional
service by receiving the 2014 Marriott Spirit to
Serve Awards. Thousands of Marriott guests
have expressed their satisfaction upon receiv-
ing the Sugar Land Marriott Town Square’s
exemplary customer service and hospitality.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to the Sugar Land Marriott
Town Square for being selected as an out-
standing hotel.

——————

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
add my voice in commemoration of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, or Yom HaShoah. The
Holocaust claimed the lives of 11 million peo-
ple, including six million Jews, and with each
passing year it becomes increasingly impor-
tant to keep alive the memory of those who
perished. We must ensure that “never again”
is a reality. It is also important that we remem-
ber those who fought back for humanity, such
as the brave men and women who rose up
against the Nazis in the Warsaw ghetto in
1943.

Seven decades later, the scourge of anti-
Semitism still exists throughout the world. This
is evidenced by the recent attacks against
Jewish establishments and religious sites in
Paris and Copenhagen, as well as anti-Semitic
attacks inside the United States. A recent Anti-
Defamation League survey found 24% of
Western Europeans harbor anti-Semitic views.
The survey also reported that anti-Semitic inci-
dents in the United States rose 21 percent in
2014. Many of us have spoken out about this
unacceptable situation for years, but we must
reinforce our words with actions. There is no
room for such bigotry and violent intolerance
in today’s society.
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Let this day of remembrance, Yom
HaShoah, strengthen our resolve to fight anti-
Semitism worldwide. We cannot allow our-
selves to become complacent, and we must
continue to raise our voice against anti-Semi-
tism, wherever it might arise. Sadly, every
year there are fewer and fewer Holocaust sur-
vivors among us. We must take up their man-
tle, educate our youth, and tell their stories.
Otherwise, there is a far greater risk of history
repeating itself. Today, | remember the victims
of the Holocaust, and | say “never again.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT PITTENGER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
Votes # 145, 146 and 147, | am not recorded
because | was absent from the U.S. House of
Representatives. Had | been present, | would
have voted in the following manner.

On Roll Call # 145. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA. On Roll Call # 146.
Had | been present, | would have voted YEA.
On Roll Call # 147. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA.

HONORING WILLIE HARRIS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Mr. Willie Harris.

A Holmes County native, Willie Harris, who
stands 6-foot-8 and spent a year playing bas-
ketball at Alcorn State University, was one of
the first black stuntmen in Hollywood.

Harris landed in California while serving in
the military. He and two others entered into
the stunt business through acquaintances.
Harris’ story is perhaps the most bizarre; a
friend introduced Harris to Calvin Brown. This
was the first time Harris had heard of a stunt
man. Not long after that, he was driving a
friend to north Hollywood, got lost and stopped
to ask for directions. Harris had no idea he
had walked onto the set where the 1969
blockbuster “Bob & Carol, Ted & Alice” was
being filmed. The person volunteering direc-
tions was actor Elliott Gould, who was poised
for stardom.

Gould noticed Harris’ tall stature and asked
if he’d ever considered stunt work. Harris was
open to the idea. Gould met with him the next
day and gave him a letter of recommendation
by producer Robert Altman to help him gain
membership into the Screen Actors Guild.

He had the chance to personally thank
Gould last October when they were brought
together to film a documentary segment about
the Black Stuntmen’s Association.

Harris is now the president of the Black
Stuntman’s Association in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. Harris is accompanied in the organi-
zation by two other Mississippians: Henry
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Graddy and Dewitt Fondren. The group has
been honored by former California governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and the Nevada legis-
lature. The Smithsonian Institution is also
planning to acknowledge the group through an
exhibit.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing stuntman that has
been instrumental in magnifying the strides of
African Americans in film.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRUCE POLIQUIN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, on roll call No.
154, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, due to an
oversight, | voted incorrectly on H.R. 685, the
Mortgage Choice Act of 2015, on April 14,
2015. | had intended to vote yea on Roll Call
vote 152, on passage of the Mortgage Choice
Act of 2015.

———

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED
STATES CAPITOL POLICE FOR
ITS EFFORTS IN SUPPORT OF
THE HOUSE

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the efforts of the
United States Capitol Police. Congress is a
very unique place that presents special chal-
lenges for a law enforcement agency, yet
every day, the men and women of the Capitol
Police work tirelessly to protect this institution.
Their coordination, guidance, and support en-
sures that Members and Staff can fulfill the
legislative responsibilities of Congress, all
while securing the Capitol Hill campus so our
constituents can visit and see first-hand how
the legislative branch functions.

Specifically, | also want to note the excellent
job done by the Capitol Police during the New
Member Orientation program held last Novem-
ber for the incoming Members of Congress.
The Orientation program is a significant effort
that requires extensive coordination and com-
munication, but the Capitol Police’s work in
providing security at the hotel and for all of the
events was critical to the success and produc-
tivity of the week. | am very grateful for all
they did to help with the program.

The officers and civilians within the force
continually display professionalism and excel-
lence in carrying out their duties, and | thank
them for all their hard work.
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