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of General James Doolittle, who was famous 
for his bombing raid on Tokyo. We want to 
invite those descendants to participate in 
some activities, and also take advantage of 
this face-to-face meeting to thank their 
forbearers for their contributions to the Re-
public of China. 

‘‘For the Republic of China, from the be-
ginning of the last century and up into the 
1930s, 1940s, and even all the historical peri-
ods I didn’t mention here today, there has 
been one constant: Our history, the history 
of the Republic of China, has been intimately 
linked with that of the United States. So my 
fondest hope is that we can build on the 
foundation of friendship that we’ve forged 
over more than a century, continue our co-
operation, and strengthen our relationship. 
And that we can continue to make 
progress—in politics and economics, and in 
terms of our social, educational, and cultural 
interaction. As partners in progress, we can 
create a more beautiful future, and continue 
to write the history of tomorrow.’’ 
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HONORING MELVIN LEE LOPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Mr. Melvin 
Lee Loper, who was born on March 16, 1920 
in Finkbine, Mississippi, which is no longer on 
the map. It was a logging camp for the loggers 
which was his father’s occupation. His par-
ents, the late Marshall and Mamie Loper, later 
moved to Raymond, Mississippi where they 
worked as sharecroppers. His only sibling was 
a younger brother, Otis Loper, who is now de-
ceased. 

In those days, rural schools did not go fur-
ther than 8th grade. He lived with a cousin in 
Jackson, Mississippi to attend high school, 
and graduated from Lanier High School in 
1939. He entered Tougaloo College but was 
drafted in the United States Army in World 
War II. He served for four years with a tour of 
duty in Europe. He returned to Tougaloo Col-
lege and completed his studies in 1948 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics. 

In 1973, he received a Master’s Degree in 
Administration from Jackson College, after 
many years of attending summer school and 
taking classes on Saturdays. That was the 
way of life to further your education back in 
the day. 

He began his teaching career in Smith 
county; later Sumner Hill High School and 
Jackson Public Schools. After thirty-three 
years of teaching he retired in 1985. He con-
tinued teaching several years after retirement 
because Mathematics teachers were always in 
demand. 

He has been an active member of Farish 
Street Baptist Church for 55 years. He served 
as: Sunday School teacher, a Member of the 
Boy Scout Committee, and attended Wednes-
day night Bible Study faithfully until his recent 
illness. He has been in the choir for fifty years, 
and served as Church Treasurer for thirty- 
three years. 

He was an original member of the Jackson 
Tougaloo Alumni Club, organized by the late 
Mrs. Thelma Sanders forty-four years ago. He 
was serving as President when the club spon-
sored the Broadway play, ‘‘Ain’t Misbehavin’ ’’ 

which was a great success. He worked for 
years with the committee sponsoring the 
Ebony Fashion Show. He is a loyal supporter 
of Tougaloo College with his funds and pres-
ence, when able. 

He is married to Gwendolyn Nero Loper and 
they have three children: Rodney, Larry and 
Gerrilyn; ten grandchildren and eleven great- 
grandchildren. 

His secret to longevity is hard work, attend-
ing to your business, being an avid sports fan, 
and marrying a good cook. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Melvin Lee Loper. 
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Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last 
month I chaired a Congressional hearing 
where we welcomed as witnesses Ambas-
sador Ronald Lauder, the President of the 
World Jewish Congress; Mr. Roger 
Cukierman, President of the Representative 
Council of Jewish Institutions of France; and 
Mr. Dan Asmusssen, Chairperson of the Dan-
ish Jewish Community. 

In 1982, during my first term in Congress, I 
traveled with the National Conference on So-
viet Jewry (NCSJ) to Moscow and Leningrad 
to meet Jewish refuseniks in their homes and 
to engage Soviet leaders. 

Mark Levin invited me to be on that trip and 
has been a friend and mentor ever since. 

For hours on end, Mark and I, and a dele-
gation that included Sam Gejdenson, heard 
stories of Soviet physical and mental abuse, 
systemic harassment, gulags and psychiatric 
prisons and an array of seemingly wanton bru-
tal acts of anti-Semitism. 

To apply for an exit visa—a universally rec-
ognized human right, which on paper at least, 
the Soviet Union had acceded to—was to in-
vite the cruelty and wrath of the KGB and 
other small minded, morally-stunted com-
munist thugs. 

To courageously seek freedom rendered 
you ineligible for employment in Lenin’s far-
cical ‘‘workers paradise.’’ 

The Soviet system, militantly atheistic and 
morally incoherent, wouldn’t let you leave, but 
didn’t want you to stay either—a bizarre par-
adox. 

To a new 27 year old Congressman, it was 
bewildering and deeply troubling—why do they 
hate Jews? Why the anti-Semitic obsession? 

I have now chaired nine hearings on com-
batting anti-Semitism. Never in modern times 
however, has the need to defend Jews every-
where been greater. My next hearings will be 
on the explosion of anti-Semitic hate on the 
college campus and Jewish community secu-
rity. 

For the first time since the Holocaust, the 
physical security of Jewish communities in Eu-
rope has become a top-level concern. The 
hearing I held last month examined the horri-
fying state of affairs facing Jewish commu-
nities in Europe at this time. 

At a Congressional hearing I chaired in 
2002, Dr. Shimon Samuels of the Wiesenthal 

Center in Paris testified that, ‘‘The Holocaust 
for 30 years after the war acted as a protec-
tive teflon against blatant anti-Semitic expres-
sion (especially in Europe). That teflon has 
eroded, and what was considered distasteful 
and politically incorrect is becoming simply an 
opinion. But cocktail chatter at fine English 
dinners can end as Molotov cocktails against 
synagogues.’’ 

That’s exactly where we are now, thirteen 
years later—what was anti-Semitic ‘‘cocktail 
chatter’’ then has led us now to two people 
shot and killed at a synagogue and a Jewish 
cultural center in Copenhagen, and four killed 
in a terrorist attack on a kosher supermarket 
in Paris. 

These are only the most recent outrages in 
a terrifying increase in extreme anti-Semitic vi-
olence—let’s not forget the May 2014 murder 
of four people at the Jewish Museum in Brus-
sels, and the March 2012 murder of three 
Jewish children and a rabbi at a Jewish school 
in the French city of Toulouse. 

Each of these four attacks was perpetrated 
by a killer with links to the jihadist movement. 
For too long, far too government officials, 
many of them mired in what Natan Sharansky 
summarized as the application of double 
standards and demonization of Israel, have re-
acted weakly to this danger. 

Meanwhile, the threat has grown exponen-
tially. Today, at least 3,000 and perhaps more 
than 5,000 EU citizens, have left to join ISIS 
in Syria, Iraq and other conflict zones. This is 
the recent estimate of Europol, the EU’s joint 
criminal intelligence body. It would be crimi-
nally irresponsible not to take this number as 
a warning of much worse to come, and to 
make every effort to prepare accordingly. 

In 2002, in response to what appeared to be 
a sudden, frightening spike in anti-Semitism in 
several countries, including here in the United 
States, I first proposed the idea for a con-
ference on combating anti-Semitism under the 
auspices of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Convinced we 
had escalating crisis on our hands, I teamed 
with several OSCE partners to push for action 
and reform. Many of the people and NGOs 
present in this room played leading roles. 
Those efforts directly led to the creation of the 
OSCE’s Personal Representative on Com-
bating Anti-Semitism, which has been filled by 
Rabbi Andy Baker since 2009. Rabbi Baker 
has done outstanding work. Dogged and ener-
getic, he has been the driver behind every-
thing the OSCE has accomplished in fighting 
anti-Semitism in recent years. 

My efforts with partners to put anti-Semitism 
on the OSCE agenda also led to important 
OSCE conferences on combating anti-Semi-
tism in Vienna, Berlin, Cordoba, Bucharest— 
and last fall in Berlin. In each of these, partici-
pating states have made solemn, tangible 
commitments to put our words into action. In 
some countries, progress has indeed been 
made—institutions to fight anti-Semitism have 
been created, and they have done excellent 
work. 

But it has not been enough to reverse the 
new anti-Semitism in Europe, and failed miser-
ably to anticipate and prevent the arrival of 
jihadist anti-Semitism in Europe. 

That is why I convened the hearing, to re-
view, re-commit, and re-energize efforts to 
stop the evil anti-Semitic violence that is 
threatening the Jewish communities of Eu-
rope. 
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We need to learn more about what must be 

done to ensure community security—how the 
communities see the threats they face, what 
they are doing about them, what the European 
governments are doing about them—and how 
everyone can and must do more. 

We also need to learn how the U.S. Gov-
ernment can be more effective especially in 
light of World Jewish Congress President 
Lauder’s all important question: ‘‘where is the 
United States?’’ Ambassador Lauder testified: 
‘‘once again, like the 1930s, European Jews 
live in fear . . . In my travels to all of these 
communities, I am asked the same question 
around Europe and the world: ‘where is the 
United States? Why isn’t the United States 
leading the world in this crisis?’ ’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION 
AND SERVICE OF NORTHWEST 
FLORIDA’S JUDY BENTON 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize and congratulate Mrs. Judy Ben-
ton upon being awarded the Navy-Marine 
Corps Relief Society’s Mrs. Grace Glenwood 
Higginson Lifetime Achievement Award. Mrs. 
Benton has dedicated her life to serving oth-
ers, and I am proud to honor her service and 
commitment to the Northwest Florida commu-
nity and to the Navy-Marine Corps Relief Soci-
ety. 

Mrs. Benton found her lifelong calling and 
demonstrated her dedication to others when 
she first joined the Navy-Marine Corps Relief 
Society in 1968, serving as a caseworker and 
Layette Items Contributor at Barstow and then 
Quantico. In 2003, Mrs. Benton joined the 
Pensacola office. Throughout her distin-
guished career, Mrs. Benton has proven to be 
an indispensable member of the team with an 
unwavering support for our Nation’s Sailors, 
Marines, and their families. 

Since Mrs. Benton has been with the Navy- 
Marine Corps Relief Society, she has left an 
indelible mark on both the Navy-Marine Corps 
Relief Society and the individuals she has 
served. From handling over 2,000 cases as a 
Certified Society Caseworker to completing 
18,000 service hours completed, Mrs. Benton 
has never wavered in her compassion and 
commitment to others. However, Mrs. Benton 
always goes above and beyond to serve those 
who protect and defend our Nation. After Hur-
ricane Ivan devastated the Gulf Coast in 2004, 
Mrs. Benton volunteered for three straight 
weeks, including weekends, to help impacted 
families recover, and she also helped facilitate 
emergency travel for a former service member 
to quickly reach his sister and provide a kid-
ney transplant needed to save her life. 

Mrs. Benton’s immense dedication and self-
lessness has not gone unnoticed, and prior to 
receiving the Mrs. Grace Glenwood Higginson 
Lifetime Achievement Award, she received the 
Presidential Points of Light Lifetime Volunteer 
Award. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to congratulate Mrs. 
Judy Benton and thank her for her service to 
the people of Northwest Florida and to the 
countless Sailors and Marines that she has 

assisted during her long tenure at the Navy- 
Marine Corps Relief Society. My wife Vicki 
and I wish her and her husband, Rod; chil-
dren, Deborah, Angie, Perian, and Robert; 
grandchildren, Matthew, Jessie, and Ben, and 
the entire Benton family all the best. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit these 
remarks to commemorate the life of Paul 
Torgersen of Blacksburg, Virginia, who passed 
away on March 29, 2015, and to pay tribute to 
his tremendous legacy at Virginia Tech. 

Paul was born on October 13, 1931 in Stat-
en Island, New York. In 1953, he graduated 
from Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania with a B.S. in industrial engineering, and 
went on to earn his M.S. and Ph.D. from the 
Ohio State University in 1956 and 1959, re-
spectively. Paul joined the faculty of Oklahoma 
State University in 1959, and served until 
1966 first as an assistant professor and later 
as an associate professor. 

In 1967, Paul began his long and distin-
guished career at Virginia Tech. He served as 
professor and head of the Department of Engi-
neering from 1967 through 1970, Dean of En-
gineering from 1970 through 1990, President 
of the research park from 1990 through 1994, 
and President of the University from 1994 
through 2000. 

While serving as President, Paul helped 
grow Virginia Tech’s influence in the nation in 
both academics and athletics. Under his lead-
ership, U.S. News & World Report ranked its 
engineering and business colleges among na-
tion’s top 50. Furthermore, the university’s en-
dowment nearly doubled. 

Importantly, even while serving in senior 
leadership posts, Paul never forgot his roots, 
teaching at least one course each year for 58 
years (which began before he arrived at Vir-
ginia Tech). Accordingly, Paul referred to him-
self as ‘‘a professor who is also serving as 
President.’’ 

Paul’s numerous professional accomplish-
ments include his appointment to the National 
Academy of Engineering and the National Re-
search Council. He also authored several 
books, and served on the editorial boards of 
the Journal of Engineering Education, the 
Journal of Industrial Engineering, and AIIE 
Transactions. Additionally, Paul served on the 
Virginia Governor’s Task Force on Science 
and Technology, received the 1992 Virginia 
Engineering Educator of the Year Award, and 
was a Fellow in the Institute of Industrial Engi-
neers and the American Society for Engineer-
ing Education. 

Outside of his professional success, Paul 
was an avid tennis player. At 55, he was 
ranked 8th in the nation in doubles for his age 
group by the United States Tennis Associa-
tion. He was even able to spend a week at 
Wimbledon at Centre Court, courtesy of Tech 
engineering alumni. 

Paul is predeceased by his wife of 60 years, 
Dorothea Torgersen. He is survived by two 
daughters Karen Torgersen (Mike Boyd), of 
Blacksburg, VA, Janis Torgersen, of Oxford, 
NC; and a son James Torgersen (Lynda), of 

Claytor Lake, VA; six grandchildren, Lindsay 
Nalevanko, Bryan Reisch, Erin Reisch, Mi-
chael Reisch, Paul Torgersen, Samantha 
McElwee; and two great-grandchildren, Isa-
belle and Collin Nalevanko. 

Paul’s impact on Virginia Tech is immeas-
urable. I have no doubt his legacy will con-
tinue on in the work of the many people he 
taught, mentored, and influenced throughout 
his lifetime. My thoughts and prayers go out to 
Paul’s family and loved ones. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE YOUNG 
AMERICANS FINANCIAL LIT-
ERACY ACT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am pleased to re-introduce the Young Ameri-
cans Financial Literacy Act. Financial literacy 
is critical to ensuring future financial responsi-
bility. A recent report entitled ‘‘Money Matters 
on Campus’’, conducted by Higher One and 
EVERFI, highlights that the state of financial 
literacy among young adults is not improving. 
Only seventeen states require some form of 
high school financial training, even though 
studies show students who receive financial 
literacy are considerably more fiscally respon-
sible. Such students are more accountable 
with credit, more financially cautious and more 
averse to incurring debt. When students par-
ticipated in a purely financial knowledge- 
based survey, only 12% answered correctly 
about what things to consider if one has too 
many credit cards. 

Young adults are consistently exhibiting de-
ficient understanding of financial literacy and 
how to plan for future economic goals. Just 
over half of the students in the survey knew 
the formula for calculating net worth; while 
only 12% knew the general rule for how many 
months financial planners recommend to have 
set aside in case of an emergency. 

Young adults consistently exhibit deficient 
understanding of financial literacy and how to 
plan for future economic goals. Last year, the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development released a global report of finan-
cial literacy which ranked the United States in 
the middle of eighteen countries surveyed. 

I believe America should be leading the 
world with the best-educated students who will 
drive our economic innovation and success, 
so please join me in cosponsoring the Young 
Americans Financial Literacy Act. This act: 

Establishes a grant program in the Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection to develop 
and implement financial literacy programs for 
young people ages eight to twenty-four; 

Incentivizes the development of partnerships 
between institutions of higher education, local 
educational agencies, non-profit organizations, 
and financial institutions to develop programs 
aimed at young Americans in different phases 
of their life; 

Ensures the development of evidence-based 
instructional material that is geared towards 
targeted groups and addresses unique life sit-
uations, including bankruptcy, foreclosure, stu-
dent loans, credit card misuse; and 

Conducts ongoing assessment and account-
ability of the program over the short- and long- 
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