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TRIBUTE TO LEE P. EVANS, SR. 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the constituents of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Florida, I am pleased and 
honored to join the chorus of family, friends, 
loved ones and many well-wishers who join in 
praise and give thanks to Lee P. Evans, Sr., 
for his endearing legacy of love, kindness and 
generosity. Our lives have been made all the 
better and richer because of this kind spirit. 
We are forever grateful to our Heavenly Fa-
ther for having put him in our midst on April 
15, 1925, and for filling him with grace, com-
passion and love. 

These 90 years are marked by many mile-
stones in his life, none more representative of 
the breadth and depth of his character than 
that of his humanity. We celebrate the rich-
ness of his life. We honor his strength of faith 
and his unwavering belief in the goodness of 
all. We come now to honor the man, for in 
him, and through him, the love of God flows, 
and warms us in his rich embrace. On this 
day, we say Happy Birthday Lee P. Evans, 
Sr., we love you, and may God continue to 
shower his blessings upon you and all that 
you love. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 36TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 36th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act (TRA). The U.S.-Taiwan bi-
lateral relationship has expanded and grown 
stronger since the TRA was signed into law in 
1979. I recently returned from Taiwan where I 
experienced firsthand our shared values and 
close economic ties. Last year, Taiwan was 
the United States’ 10th largest trading partner. 
My home state of Indiana has also benefited 
from these commercial partnerships and was 
the first state to establish a trade office in Tai-
wan. On April 9th, President Ma Ying-jeou 
shared his insight on our bilateral relations in 
his remarks at the AmCham’s annual Hsieh 
Nien Fan gala which I have included below. 
Like President Ma, I look forward to continuing 
to promote policies that reaffirm our mutual 
commitment to democratic and economic de-
velopment. 

‘‘I am very pleased to be here today for 
AmCham’s annual Hsieh Nien Fan. This is a 
special occasion for me, because it marks the 
13th time that I have been invited to attend. 
But there’s also another reason why today is 
a very special day. It’s because tomorrow is 
April the 10th, and that marks the 36th anni-
versary of the date the Taiwan Relations Act 
(TRA) took effect. 

‘‘At the moment, U.S.-Taiwan relations 
are indeed the best they have been in the 36 
years since the TRA became effective. Ev-
eryone in Taiwan, military and civilians, 
was shocked back on December 16, 1978 when 
President Carter announced on TV that the 

U.S. was breaking diplomatic relations with 
the Republic of China. But three months 
later, the U.S. Congress made significant 
amendments to the Carter administration’s 
Taiwan Enabling Act. Congress not only 
changed the content of the Act, but also 
changed its name to the Taiwan Relations 
Act. 

‘‘As you all know, based on existing inter-
national law, an unrecognized country loses 
its status as a legal entity in the United 
States. It therefore cannot engage in any 
legal proceedings due to the lack of a judi-
cial personality. But the TRA not only sees 
Taiwan as a foreign government for purposes 
of U.S. law, but also allows Taiwan to ini-
tiate and respond to judicial litigation. The 
TRA also allows the U.S. government to pro-
vide Taiwan with defensive weaponry. And 
the property rights attached to our embassy 
and Twin Oaks estate in Washington, DC 
also remained unaffected by the break in 
diplomatic relations or de-recognition. 

‘‘Since I took office nearly seven years 
ago, mutual trust between Taiwan and the 
United States at the highest levels of gov-
ernment has been restored. Taiwan military 
procurement from the U.S. has also exceeded 
U.S.$ 18.3 billion, the highest it has been in 
any period over the past 20 years, and twice 
what it was during my predecessor’s term of 
office. And in March of 2013, our countries re-
sumed negotiations under the 1994 Trade and 
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) 
as we prepare to take a step-by-step ‘‘build-
ing block’’ approach in promoting further 
trade liberalization. 

‘‘Last year, Taiwan and the U.S. forged 
even closer cooperation in several areas. U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce statistics show that 
last year, Taiwan-U.S. trade in goods 
reached U.S.$ 67.4 billion. That allowed Tai-
wan to surpass India and Saudi Arabia to be-
come the United States’ 10th largest trading 
partner. At the same time, the U.S. once 
again surpassed Japan to become Taiwan’s 
second largest trading partner. Last month, 
Taiwan companies also flocked to the U.S. 
government’s SelectUSA 2015 Investment 
Summit, and overall, the Taiwan contingent 
was the second largest group in attendance. 

‘‘In addition to our interaction in the eco-
nomic and trade arenas, official contacts be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. have also contin-
ued. In December of last year, President 
Obama signed the Naval Vessel Transfer Act 
of 2014, agreeing to sell the ROC four Perry- 
class frigates. High-level U.S. officials also 
visited here, most notably U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy, who came to Taiwan in 
April last year. She was the first U.S. Cabi-
net-level official to visit us in 14 years. 

‘‘This year, in February, U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs Daniel Russel stated that over the 
past few years, developments in Taiwan-U.S. 
relations have been productive. He also said 
that those developments were closely related 
to the improvement in cross-strait relations. 
He also expressed that the U.S. hopes to see 
the continued positive development of cross- 
strait relations. 

‘‘So ever since the Cold War began, this 
was the first time that the United States did 
not have to choose sides when handling 
cross-strait relations. Nor did mainland 
China or Taiwan have to face that kind of 
predicament. This highlights our efforts in 
the realm of cross-strait relations over the 
past few years, as both ROC–U.S. and cross- 
strait relations have become more harmo-
nious. As this kind of interaction has trans-
formed Taiwan’s cross-strait and inter-
national relations, the vicious cycle of the 
past is gone, and we’re moving ahead under 
the virtuous cycle of today. 

‘‘In truth, the Republic of China and the 
U.S. have a long and storied relationship. 

Now, I would like to tell you two stories to 
illustrate our friendship. 

‘‘The first story I want to tell occurred at 
the very beginning of the 20th century. In 
1901, one year after the so-called Boxer Re-
bellion, the Qing Empire and the United 
States signed the Boxer Protocol, which paid 
U.S.$ 24.4 million to the U.S.—known as the 
Boxer Indemnity. In his State of the Union 
Address in 1907, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt stated that part of the Boxer Indem-
nity should be returned to China. In 1924, an 
executive order by U.S. President Coolidge 
returned the other portions of the Boxer In-
demnity. So by that time, the U.S. had re-
turned about 95% of the Indemnity to the 
Republic of China, making a tremendous 
contribution to cultivating human talent. 
The Boxer Indemnity Scholarship Program 
provided funds that helped many people who 
became the pillars of the Republic of China. 
And what the U.S. did also had an effect in 
Europe, where Holland used Boxer Indemnity 
funds to set up a China Research Program at 
Leiden University. That made Leiden Uni-
versity a strategic center for research on 
China, and fostered several generations of 
talented individuals. That soon became the 
norm, and the United Kingdom, France, Rus-
sia, and Japan all followed suit. 

‘‘The second story took place 75 years ago. 
This year is the 70th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, and the Republic of China’s 
victory in the War of Resistance against 
Japan. During the course of World War II, 
the U.S. government and citizens not only 
gave the Republic of China substantive as-
sistance, but also proved to be staunch 
friends. That hard-fought War of Resistance 
between the Republic of China and Japanese 
forces lasted for eight long years. For the 
first four years, our soldiers fought virtually 
alone, without any assistance from outside 
sources. During that period, however, the 
U.S. provided indirect assistance. And the 
most inspiring example of that assistance 
came from the American Volunteer Group— 
the AVG—which was later absorbed by the 
Fourteenth Army Air Force in China. That 
unit became known far and wide by their 
nickname: The Flying Tigers. They came to 
represent Chinese-American cooperation. 
When the Flying Tigers had been in China 
for less than a year, they had already downed 
at least 200 Japanese war planes. That al-
lowed the Chinese Air Force, which was on 
its last legs, to slowly recover its fighting 
capabilities. So in November of 1943, at the 
Battle of Changde in Hunan Province, the 
U.S. Fourteenth Army Air Force in China 
joined forces with our own air force to form 
the Chinese-American Composite Wing. 
Working together, they brought down 25 Jap-
anese planes, with another 14 planes listed as 
possibly shot down, and 19 additional Japa-
nese planes damaged. The Japanese Air 
Force didn’t dare return to challenge them 
again. And just when the forces defending 
Changde were in dire straits, the composite 
air forces air-dropped ammunition, rice, and 
pork for those ground troops. They also dis-
patched operatives to the battlefields who 
filed hourly intelligence reports to General 
Claire Lee Chennault. That allowed the Gen-
eral to direct the Flying Tigers to attack 
Japanese forces that mounted offensives, and 
also leverage victories by bombing defeated 
Japanese troops even as they retreated. 

‘‘So this year, we will be commemorating 
the 70th anniversary of victory in the War of 
Resistance Against Japan with various ac-
tivities. We have decided to invite General 
Chennault’s granddaughter, and descendants 
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of General James Doolittle, who was famous 
for his bombing raid on Tokyo. We want to 
invite those descendants to participate in 
some activities, and also take advantage of 
this face-to-face meeting to thank their 
forbearers for their contributions to the Re-
public of China. 

‘‘For the Republic of China, from the be-
ginning of the last century and up into the 
1930s, 1940s, and even all the historical peri-
ods I didn’t mention here today, there has 
been one constant: Our history, the history 
of the Republic of China, has been intimately 
linked with that of the United States. So my 
fondest hope is that we can build on the 
foundation of friendship that we’ve forged 
over more than a century, continue our co-
operation, and strengthen our relationship. 
And that we can continue to make 
progress—in politics and economics, and in 
terms of our social, educational, and cultural 
interaction. As partners in progress, we can 
create a more beautiful future, and continue 
to write the history of tomorrow.’’ 

f 

HONORING MELVIN LEE LOPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a self-motivated lead-
er and innovator of the community, Mr. Melvin 
Lee Loper, who was born on March 16, 1920 
in Finkbine, Mississippi, which is no longer on 
the map. It was a logging camp for the loggers 
which was his father’s occupation. His par-
ents, the late Marshall and Mamie Loper, later 
moved to Raymond, Mississippi where they 
worked as sharecroppers. His only sibling was 
a younger brother, Otis Loper, who is now de-
ceased. 

In those days, rural schools did not go fur-
ther than 8th grade. He lived with a cousin in 
Jackson, Mississippi to attend high school, 
and graduated from Lanier High School in 
1939. He entered Tougaloo College but was 
drafted in the United States Army in World 
War II. He served for four years with a tour of 
duty in Europe. He returned to Tougaloo Col-
lege and completed his studies in 1948 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics. 

In 1973, he received a Master’s Degree in 
Administration from Jackson College, after 
many years of attending summer school and 
taking classes on Saturdays. That was the 
way of life to further your education back in 
the day. 

He began his teaching career in Smith 
county; later Sumner Hill High School and 
Jackson Public Schools. After thirty-three 
years of teaching he retired in 1985. He con-
tinued teaching several years after retirement 
because Mathematics teachers were always in 
demand. 

He has been an active member of Farish 
Street Baptist Church for 55 years. He served 
as: Sunday School teacher, a Member of the 
Boy Scout Committee, and attended Wednes-
day night Bible Study faithfully until his recent 
illness. He has been in the choir for fifty years, 
and served as Church Treasurer for thirty- 
three years. 

He was an original member of the Jackson 
Tougaloo Alumni Club, organized by the late 
Mrs. Thelma Sanders forty-four years ago. He 
was serving as President when the club spon-
sored the Broadway play, ‘‘Ain’t Misbehavin’ ’’ 

which was a great success. He worked for 
years with the committee sponsoring the 
Ebony Fashion Show. He is a loyal supporter 
of Tougaloo College with his funds and pres-
ence, when able. 

He is married to Gwendolyn Nero Loper and 
they have three children: Rodney, Larry and 
Gerrilyn; ten grandchildren and eleven great- 
grandchildren. 

His secret to longevity is hard work, attend-
ing to your business, being an avid sports fan, 
and marrying a good cook. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Melvin Lee Loper. 
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AFTER PARIS AND COPENHAGEN: 
RESPONDING TO THE RISING 
TIDE OF ANTI-SEMITISM 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 16, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last 
month I chaired a Congressional hearing 
where we welcomed as witnesses Ambas-
sador Ronald Lauder, the President of the 
World Jewish Congress; Mr. Roger 
Cukierman, President of the Representative 
Council of Jewish Institutions of France; and 
Mr. Dan Asmusssen, Chairperson of the Dan-
ish Jewish Community. 

In 1982, during my first term in Congress, I 
traveled with the National Conference on So-
viet Jewry (NCSJ) to Moscow and Leningrad 
to meet Jewish refuseniks in their homes and 
to engage Soviet leaders. 

Mark Levin invited me to be on that trip and 
has been a friend and mentor ever since. 

For hours on end, Mark and I, and a dele-
gation that included Sam Gejdenson, heard 
stories of Soviet physical and mental abuse, 
systemic harassment, gulags and psychiatric 
prisons and an array of seemingly wanton bru-
tal acts of anti-Semitism. 

To apply for an exit visa—a universally rec-
ognized human right, which on paper at least, 
the Soviet Union had acceded to—was to in-
vite the cruelty and wrath of the KGB and 
other small minded, morally-stunted com-
munist thugs. 

To courageously seek freedom rendered 
you ineligible for employment in Lenin’s far-
cical ‘‘workers paradise.’’ 

The Soviet system, militantly atheistic and 
morally incoherent, wouldn’t let you leave, but 
didn’t want you to stay either—a bizarre par-
adox. 

To a new 27 year old Congressman, it was 
bewildering and deeply troubling—why do they 
hate Jews? Why the anti-Semitic obsession? 

I have now chaired nine hearings on com-
batting anti-Semitism. Never in modern times 
however, has the need to defend Jews every-
where been greater. My next hearings will be 
on the explosion of anti-Semitic hate on the 
college campus and Jewish community secu-
rity. 

For the first time since the Holocaust, the 
physical security of Jewish communities in Eu-
rope has become a top-level concern. The 
hearing I held last month examined the horri-
fying state of affairs facing Jewish commu-
nities in Europe at this time. 

At a Congressional hearing I chaired in 
2002, Dr. Shimon Samuels of the Wiesenthal 

Center in Paris testified that, ‘‘The Holocaust 
for 30 years after the war acted as a protec-
tive teflon against blatant anti-Semitic expres-
sion (especially in Europe). That teflon has 
eroded, and what was considered distasteful 
and politically incorrect is becoming simply an 
opinion. But cocktail chatter at fine English 
dinners can end as Molotov cocktails against 
synagogues.’’ 

That’s exactly where we are now, thirteen 
years later—what was anti-Semitic ‘‘cocktail 
chatter’’ then has led us now to two people 
shot and killed at a synagogue and a Jewish 
cultural center in Copenhagen, and four killed 
in a terrorist attack on a kosher supermarket 
in Paris. 

These are only the most recent outrages in 
a terrifying increase in extreme anti-Semitic vi-
olence—let’s not forget the May 2014 murder 
of four people at the Jewish Museum in Brus-
sels, and the March 2012 murder of three 
Jewish children and a rabbi at a Jewish school 
in the French city of Toulouse. 

Each of these four attacks was perpetrated 
by a killer with links to the jihadist movement. 
For too long, far too government officials, 
many of them mired in what Natan Sharansky 
summarized as the application of double 
standards and demonization of Israel, have re-
acted weakly to this danger. 

Meanwhile, the threat has grown exponen-
tially. Today, at least 3,000 and perhaps more 
than 5,000 EU citizens, have left to join ISIS 
in Syria, Iraq and other conflict zones. This is 
the recent estimate of Europol, the EU’s joint 
criminal intelligence body. It would be crimi-
nally irresponsible not to take this number as 
a warning of much worse to come, and to 
make every effort to prepare accordingly. 

In 2002, in response to what appeared to be 
a sudden, frightening spike in anti-Semitism in 
several countries, including here in the United 
States, I first proposed the idea for a con-
ference on combating anti-Semitism under the 
auspices of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). Convinced we 
had escalating crisis on our hands, I teamed 
with several OSCE partners to push for action 
and reform. Many of the people and NGOs 
present in this room played leading roles. 
Those efforts directly led to the creation of the 
OSCE’s Personal Representative on Com-
bating Anti-Semitism, which has been filled by 
Rabbi Andy Baker since 2009. Rabbi Baker 
has done outstanding work. Dogged and ener-
getic, he has been the driver behind every-
thing the OSCE has accomplished in fighting 
anti-Semitism in recent years. 

My efforts with partners to put anti-Semitism 
on the OSCE agenda also led to important 
OSCE conferences on combating anti-Semi-
tism in Vienna, Berlin, Cordoba, Bucharest— 
and last fall in Berlin. In each of these, partici-
pating states have made solemn, tangible 
commitments to put our words into action. In 
some countries, progress has indeed been 
made—institutions to fight anti-Semitism have 
been created, and they have done excellent 
work. 

But it has not been enough to reverse the 
new anti-Semitism in Europe, and failed miser-
ably to anticipate and prevent the arrival of 
jihadist anti-Semitism in Europe. 

That is why I convened the hearing, to re-
view, re-commit, and re-energize efforts to 
stop the evil anti-Semitic violence that is 
threatening the Jewish communities of Eu-
rope. 
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