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breathing room to site and build a per-
manent repository.

Interim storage facilities are of par-
ticular importance for the sites of de-
commissioned power plants that are
maintained solely to store the spent
nuclear fuel. In the last fourteen
months alone, four nuclear power
plants have been taken out of service:
the Crystal River plant in Florida, the
Kewaunee plant in Wisconsin, the San
Onofre plant in California, and the
Vermont Yankee plant in Vermont.

Until there is an interim storage fa-
cility for this waste, these sites will
join the likes of Rancho Seco and Hum-
boldt Bay, which stopped operating in
the 1980s but continue to store spent
nuclear fuel. All told, there are more
than 6,500 metric tons of nuclear waste
stored at sites that no longer have op-
erating reactors.

Interim storage facilities could also
provide alternative storage locations
in emergency situations, if spent nu-
clear fuel ever needs to be moved
quickly from a reactor site.

Both short- and long-term storage
programs are vital.

Because of the long timeline for per-
manent facilities, interim storage fa-
cilities allow us to achieve significant
cost savings for taxpayers and utility
ratepayers and finally start the process
of securing waste from decommissioned
plants by finally removing waste from
the sites of decommissioned power
plants.

One thing is certain: inaction is the
most costly and least safe option.

Our longstanding stalemate is costly
to taxpayers, utility ratepayers and
communities that are involuntarily
saddled with waste after local nuclear
power plants have shut down.

It leaves nuclear waste all over the
country, stored in all different ways.

It is long overdue for the government
to honor its obligation to safely dis-
pose of the nation’s nuclear waste—and
this bipartisan bill is the way to do
that.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 108—COM-
MEMORATING THE DISCOVERY
OF THE POLIO VACCINE AND
SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO
ERADICATE THE DISEASE

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. COONS, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr.
REED) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. RES. 108

Whereas April 12, 2015, is the 60th anniver-
sary of the announcement of the discovery of
the first safe and effective polio vaccine;

Whereas the vaccine was developed by
Jonas Salk with the support of the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, now
known as the March of Dimes Foundation;
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Whereas the vaccine developed by Jonas
Salk was proven safe and effective in a mas-
sive nationwide field trial organized by the
March of Dimes Foundation, relying on the
largest peacetime mobilization of volunteers
in the history of the United States;

Whereas polio is a crippling and poten-
tially fatal infectious disease for which there
is no cure, which means that vaccination is
the only viable pathway for eradication of
the disease;

Whereas nearly 60,000 children in the
United States were reported to have polio in
1952 alone, with more than 20,000 cases of pa-
ralysis;

Whereas, due to vaccination, polio was
eliminated from the United States in 1979;

Whereas the use of the inactivated polio
vaccine developed by Jonas Salk and the oral
polio vaccine developed by Albert Sabin has
dramatically reduced the incidence of polio
worldwide;

Whereas the fight against polio has been
part of the mission of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (referred to in this
preamble as the ““CDC’’) since the 1950s;

Whereas, as part of the fight against polio,
the CDC established a national polio surveil-
lance unit and worked with Jonas Salk and
Albert Sabin to widely distribute vaccines;

Whereas, through the Global Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘“‘Initiative’’), the Federal Gov-
ernment, Rotary International, the World
Health Organization, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (commonly known as
“UNICEF”’), the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, and the United Nations Founda-
tion have joined together with governments
around the world to successfully reduce
cases of polio by more than 99 percent since
the launch of global polio eradication ef-
forts;

Whereas Rotary International, a global as-
sociation founded in Illinois, has contributed
more than $1,000,000,000 alone to, and volun-
teered countless hours in, the global fight
against polio;

Whereas October 24 of each year is recog-
nized internationally as World Polio Day to
commemorate the fight against the disease;

Whereas, according to the CDC, polio vac-
cination has prevented over 13,000,000 para-
lytic polio cases and 650,000 deaths since 1988;

Whereas only 3 countries (Afghanistan, Ni-
geria and Pakistan) remained polio-endemic
in 2014, which is a decrease from more than
125 countries in 1988;

Whereas there is a global push to eradicate
polio by 2018;

Whereas investments in polio eradication
are helping improve routine immunization
systems and creating lasting infrastructure
to support other health priorities;

Whereas the Initiative is finding and
reaching the most vulnerable children in the
world with the polio vaccine and combining
those efforts with other health care re-
sources;

Whereas, in December 2011, the CDC acti-
vated Emergency Operations Center of the
CDC to ‘‘support the final push for polio
eradication”’;

Whereas the eradication of polio would be
the only time in history aside from the
eradication of smallpox that a disease affect-
ing humans has been eradicated, and the
eradication of polio would be a ‘‘once-in-a-
generation opportunity for global public
health’; and

Whereas the success of the polio vaccine
has shown the public what sustained medical
research can accomplish and should encour-
age support for future Federal funding for
biomedical research and public health pre-
vention and control: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

March 24, 2015

(1) commends the work of Jonas Salk and
Albert Sabin in developing effective, safe
vaccines for polio;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative;

(3) encourages and supports the inter-
national community of governments and
nongovernmental organizations in remaining
committed to the eradication of polio; and

(4) encourages the Federal Government to
continue committing funding to the Global
Polio Eradication Initiative and for bio-
medical and basic scientific research so that
more life-saving discoveries can be made.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 109—AC-
KNOWLEDGING AND HONORING
BRAVE YOUNG MEN FROM HA-
WAII WHO ENABLED THE UNITED
STATES TO ESTABLISH AND
MAINTAIN JURISDICTION IN RE-
MOTE EQUATORIAL ISLANDS AS
PROLONGED CONFLICT IN THE
PACIFIC LED TO WORLD WAR II

Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 109

Whereas in the mid-19th century, the
Guano Islands Act (48 U.S.C. 1411 et seq.) en-
abled companies from the United States to
mine guano from a number of islands in the
Equatorial Pacific;

Whereas after several decades, when the
guano was depleted, the companies aban-
doned mining activities, and the control of
the islands by the United States diminished
and left the islands vulnerable to exploi-
tation by other nations;

Whereas the Far East during the late 19th
century and early 20th century was charac-
terized by colonial conflicts and Japanese
expansionism;

Whereas the 1930s marked the apex of the
sphere of influence of Imperial Japan in the
Far East;

Whereas military and commercial interest
in Central Pacific air routes between Aus-
tralia and California led to a desire by the
United States to claim the islands of
Howland, Baker, and Jarvis, although the
ownership of the islands was unclear;

Whereas in 1935, a secret Department of
Commerce colonization plan was instituted,
aimed at placing citizens of the United
States as colonists on the remote islands of
Howland, Baker, and Jarvis;

Whereas to avoid conflicts with inter-
national law, which prevented colonization
by active military personnel, the United
States sought the participation of fur-
loughed military personnel and Native Ha-
waiian civilians in the colonization project;

Whereas William T. Miller, Superintendent
of Airways at the Department of Commerce,
was appointed to lead the colonization
project, traveled to Hawaii in February 1935,
met with Albert F. Judd, Trustee of Kameha-
meha Schools and the Bishop Museum, and
agreed that recent graduates and students of
the Kamehameha School for Boys would
make ideal colonists for the project;

Whereas the ideal Hawaiian candidates
were candidates who could ‘‘fish in the na-

tive manner, swim excellently, handle a
boat, be disciplined, friendly, and unat-
tached”’;

Whereas on March 30, 1935, the United
States Coast Guard Cutter Itasca departed
from Honolulu Harbor in great secrecy with
6 young Hawaiian men aboard, all recent
graduates of Kamehameha Schools, and 12
furloughed Army personnel, whose purpose
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was to occupy the barren islands of Howland,
Baker, and Jarvis in teams of 5 for 3 months;

Whereas in June 1935, after a successful
first tour, the furloughed Army personnel
were ordered off the islands and replaced
with additional Kamehameha Schools alum-
ni, thus leaving the islands under the exclu-
sive occupation of the 4 Native Hawaiians on
each island;

Whereas the duties of the colonists while
on the island were to record weather condi-
tions, cultivate plants, maintain a daily log,
record the types of fish that were caught, ob-
serve bird life, and collect specimens for the
Bishop Museum;

Whereas the successful year-long occupa-
tion by the colonists directly enabled Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt to issue Execu-
tive Order 7368 on May 13, 1936, which pro-
claimed that the islands of Howland, Baker,
and Jarvis were under the jurisdiction of the
United States;

Whereas multiple Federal agencies vied for
the right to administer the colonization
project, including the Department of Com-
merce, the Department of the Interior, and
the Navy Department, but jurisdiction was
ultimately granted to the Department of the
Interior;

Whereas under the Department of the Inte-
rior, the colonization project emphasized
weather data and radio communication,
which brought about the recruitment of a
number of Asian radiomen and aerologists;

Whereas under the Department of the Inte-
rior, the colonization project also expanded
beyond the Kamehameha Schools to include
Hawaiians and non-Hawaiians from other
schools in Hawaii;

Whereas in March of 1938 the United States
also claimed and colonized the islands of
Canton and Enderbury, maintaining that the
colonization was in furtherance of commer-
cial aviation and not for military purposes;

Whereas the risk of living on the remote
islands meant that emergency medical care
was not less than 5 days away, and the dis-
tance proved fatal for Carl Kahalewai, who
died on October 8, 1938, en route to Honolulu
after his appendix ruptured on Jarvis island;

Whereas other life-threatening injuries oc-
curred, including in 1939, when Manuel Pires
had appendicitis, and in 1941, when an explo-
sion severely burned Henry Xnell and
Dominic Zagara;

Whereas in 1940, when the issue of dis-
continuing the colonization project was
raised, the Navy acknowledged that the is-
lands were ‘‘probably worthless to commer-
cial aviation’ but advocated for ‘‘continued
occupation’ because the islands could serve
as ‘‘bases from a military standpoint’’;

Whereas although military interests justi-
fied continued occupation of the islands, the
colonists were never informed of the true na-
ture of the project, nor were the colonists
provided with weapons or any other means of
self-defense;

Whereas in June of 1941, when much of Eu-
rope was engaged in World War II and Impe-
rial Japan was establishing itself in the Pa-
cific, the Commandant of the 14th Naval Dis-
trict recognized the ‘‘tension in the Western
Pacific”” and recommended the evacuation of
the colonists, but his request was denied;

Whereas on December 8, 1941, Howland Is-
land was attacked by a fleet of Japanese
twin-engine bombers, and the attack killed
Hawaiian colonists Joseph Keliihananui and
Richard Whaley;

Whereas in the ensuing weeks, Japanese
submarine and military aircraft continued to
target the islands of Howland, Baker, and
Jarvis, jeopardizing the lives of the remain-
ing colonists;

Whereas the United States Government
was unaware of the attacks on the islands,
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and was distracted by the entry of the
United States into World War II;

Whereas the colonists demonstrated great
valor while awaiting retrieval;

Whereas the 4 colonists from Baker and
the 2 remaining colonists from Howland were
rescued on January 31, 1942, and the 8 colo-
nists from Jarvis and Enderbury were res-
cued on February 9, 1942, 2 months after the
initial attacks on Howland Island;

Whereas on March 20, 1942, Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior, sent letters of con-
dolence to the Keliithananui and Whaley fam-
ilies stating that ‘“‘[iln your bereavement it
must be considerable satisfaction to know
that your brother died in the service of his
country’’;

Whereas during the 7 years of colonization,
more than 130 young men participated in the
project, the majority of whom were Hawai-
ian, and all of whom made numerous sac-
rifices, endured hardships, and risked their
lives to secure and maintain the islands of
Howland, Baker, Jarvis, Canton, and
Enderbury on behalf of the United States,
and 3 young Hawaiian men made the ulti-
mate sacrifice;

Whereas none of the islands, except for
Canton, were ever used for commercial avia-
tion, but the islands were used for military
purposes;

Whereas in July 1943, a military base was
established on Baker Island, and its forces,
which numbered over 2,000 members, partici-
pated in the Tarawa-Makin operation;

Whereas in 1956, participants of the col-
onization project established an organization
called ““Hui Panala’au’, which was estab-
lished to preserve the fellowship of the
group, to provide scholarship assistance, and
“‘to honor and esteem those who died as colo-
nists of the Equatorial Islands’’;

Whereas in 1979, Canton and Enderbury be-
came part of the republic of Kiribati, but the
islands of Jarvis, Howland, and Baker re-
main possessions of the United States, hav-
ing been designated as National Wildlife Ref-
uges in 1974;

Whereas the islands of Jarvis, Howland,
and Baker are now part of the Pacific Re-
mote Islands Marine National Monument;

Whereas May 13, 2015, marks the 79th anni-
versary of the issuance of the Executive
Order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt
proclaiming United States jurisdiction over
the islands of Howland, Baker, and Jarvis, is-
lands that remain possessions of the United
States; and

Whereas the Federal Government has
never fully recognized the contributions and
sacrifices of the colonists, less than a hand-
ful of whom are still alive today: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges the accomplishments and
commends the service of the Hui Panala’au
colonists;

(2) acknowledges the local, national, and
international significance of the 7-year col-
onization project, which resulted in the
United States extending sovereignty into the
Equatorial Pacific;

(3) recognizes the dedication to the United
States and self-reliance demonstrated by the
young men, the majority of whom were Na-
tive Hawaiian, who left their homes and fam-
ilies in Hawaii to participate in the Equa-
torial Pacific colonization project;

(4) extends condolences on behalf of the
United States to the families of Carl
Kahalewai, Joseph Keliithananui, and Rich-
ard Whaley for the loss of their loved ones in
the service of the United States;

(5) honors the young men whose actions,
sacrifices, and valor helped secure and main-
tain the jurisdiction of the United States
over equatorial islands in the Pacific Ocean
during the years leading up to and the
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months immediately following the bombing
of Pearl Harbor and the entry of the United
States into World War II; and

(6) extends to all of the colonists, and to
the families of these exceptional young men,
the deep appreciation of the people of the
United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 110—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ABOUT A STRATEGY
FOR THE INTERNET OF THINGS
TO PROMOTE ECONOMIC GROWTH
AND CONSUMER EMPOWERMENT

Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Ms. AYOTTE, and Mr. SCHATZ) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 110

Whereas the Internet of Things currently
connects tens of billions of devices world-
wide and has the potential to generate tril-
lions of dollars in economic opportunity;

Whereas increased connectivity can em-
power consumers in nearly every aspect of
their daily lives, including in the fields of
agriculture, education, energy, healthcare,
public safety, security, and transportation,
to name just a few;

Whereas businesses across our economy
can simplify logistics, cut costs in supply
chains, and pass savings on to consumers be-
cause of the Internet of Things and innova-
tions derived from it;

Whereas the United States should strive to
be a world leader in smart cities and smart
infrastructure to ensure its citizens and
businesses, in both rural and urban parts of
the country, have access to the safest and
most resilient communities in the world;

Whereas the United States is the world
leader in developing the Internet of Things
technology, and with a strategy guiding both
public and private entities, the TUnited
States will continue to produce break-
through technologies and lead the world in
innovation;

Whereas the evolution of the Internet of
Things is a nascent market, the future direc-
tion of which holds much promise;

Whereas the Internet of Things represents
a wide range of technologies that are gov-
erned by various laws, policies, and govern-
mental entities; and

Whereas coordination between all stake-
holders of the Internet of Things on relevant
developments, impediments, and achieve-
ments is a vital ingredient to the continued
advancement of pioneering technology: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States should develop a
strategy to incentivize the development of
the Internet of Things in a way that maxi-
mizes the promise connected technologies
hold to empower consumers, foster future
economic growth, and improve our collective
social well-being;

(2) the United States should prioritize ac-
celerating the development and deployment
of the Internet of Things in a way that rec-
ognizes its benefits, allows for future innova-
tion, and responsibly protects against mis-
use;

(3) the United States should recognize the
importance of consensus-based best practices
and communication among stakeholders,
with the understanding that businesses can
play an important role in the future develop-
ment of the Internet of Things;

(4) the United States Government should
commit itself to using the Internet of Things
to improve its efficiency and effectiveness
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