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(3) calls on the United States, its European
allies, and the international community to
aggressively support diplomatic efforts to re-
lease Nadiya Savchenko; and

(4) expresses solidarity with the Ukrainian
people.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 9:30
a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 2:30

p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 12, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Regulatory Relief
for Community Banks and Credit
Unions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on February
12, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 12, 2015, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on February 12, 2015, at
9:45 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 12, 2015, at 2:30
p.m.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Mark Baba, a
detailee on the Finance Committee, be
allowed on the Senate floor for the re-
mainder of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Maj. Warren
Bruce, a Marine fellow in my office, be
granted the privilege of the floor for
the remainder of the legislative ses-
sion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES BY
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 18, S. Res. 73.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 73) authorizing ex-
penditures by committees of the Senate for
the periods March 1, 2015 through September
30, 2015, October 1, 2015 through September
30, 2016, and October 1, 2016 through February
28, 2017.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 73) was agreed
to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s

RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”)

———
CALLING FOR THE RELEASE OF
UKRAINIAN FIGHTER PILOT

NADIYA SAVCHENKO

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the For-
eign Relations Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 52 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 52) calling for the re-
lease of Ukrainian fighter pilot Nadiya
Savchenko, who was captured by Russian
forces in Eastern Ukraine and has been held
illegally in a Russian prison since July 2014.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise to
discuss the plight of Ukrainian fighter
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pilot Nadiya Savchenko. My resolu-
tion, S. Res. 52., which Senators
WICKER, BROWN, RUBIO, and GARDNER
have co-sponsored, calls for the release
of former TUkrainian fighter pilot
Nadiya Savchenko, who has been lan-
guishing in Russian prisons since she
was abducted by pro-Russian forces in
eastern Ukraine last July and illegally
transferred across the border in hand-
cuffs and with a bag over her head.

In the 8 months Nadiya has been in-
carcerated on specious and unsubstan-
tiated charges, she has endured inter-
rogations, involuntary  psychiatric
evaluations, and solitary confinement
in the same pretrial detention center
where Sergei Magnitsky was tortured
and killed in 2009. The resolution is es-
pecially timely as Nadiya is in the 62nd
day of a hunger strike. Her health is
rapidly deteriorating. Her situation is
critical. And yet, on Tuesday, a Mos-
cow court extended her detention until
May 13, ignoring clear evidence com-
piled by the defense proving her non-in-
volvement in the deeds the Russian au-
thorities claim as justification for
holding her.

Nadiya is yet another victim of the
Putin regime’s lawlessness, brutality,
and contempt for human life. And we
need to recognize that this isn’t just
about her; it’s a highly visible mani-
festation of Putin’s contempt for a
Ukraine that wishes to remain free,
independent, and democratic. She was
elected in absentia to the Ukrainian
parliament in October and a member of
Ukraine’s delegation to the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope, PACE. As such, she enjoys diplo-
matic immunity and PACE has called
for her immediate release.

According to the September Minsk
agreements between Russia and
Ukraine, hostages on both sides were
supposed to be released. Russia has
made a mockery of the Minsk agree-
ments, just as it has the Helsinki Final
Act and numerous other Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, OSCE, agreements. The illegal
detention of Nadiya and other Ukrain-
ian citizens represents yet another vio-
lation of international agreements and
the norms of civilized behavior. S. Res.
52 sends a strong message of solidarity
to the Ukrainian people and calls on
the Putin regime to release Nadiya im-
mediately. I am pleased the Senate is
poised to pass this important resolu-
tion.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Cardin
amendment to the resolution be agreed
to; the resolution, as amended, be
agreed to; the preamble be agreed to;
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 251) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: To provide a complete substitute)

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: ‘“That the Senate—
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