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How exciting it must have been for them wit-
nessing that first countdown as John Glenn
was the first American about to orbit the earth.

These citizens lived through two World
Wars, the Korean Conflict, Vietnam, Irag, and
Afghanistan.

They were just coming of age when the De-
pression hit this country and struggled like
countless others to have part of the American
dream.

They persevered.

Each of them—Mary Dahlberg, Hjalmer
Hutar, Ailie Costello and Viola Johnson took
different paths in their lives. | congratulate
each of them for the contributions they
brought to their families and communities.
They have been lives well lived.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID P. ROE

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, | was
unable to vote yesterday because of a serious
illness in my family. Had | been present, |
would have voted:

Roll Call #69—YEA.

Roll Call #70—YEA.

———

RECOGNIZING HIGHLAND HILLS
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, each
year since 1999, the National Forum to Accel-
erate Middle-Grades Reform releases a
Schools to Watch list to identify high-per-
forming schools across the country. According
to the stated criteria, each school on the list is
academically excellent, developmentally re-
sponsive, and socially equitable.

This list is well-respected and highly exclu-
sive. That's why I'm proud to say that High-
land Hills Middle School in Floyd County, Indi-
ana, is a new entry to the list this year. This
recognition is well deserved and reflects the
hard work and determination of the administra-
tion, the teachers, and especially the students
of Highland Hills and the entire New Albany
Floyd County Consolidated School Corpora-
tion.

As policy makers at every level of govern-
ment continue to look for ways to improve our
educational systems, we would all do well to
look to models like Highland Hills Middle
School for guidance.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | was not able to
be present for the following Roll Call vote on
February 10, 2015 and would like to reflect
that | would have voted as follows:
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Roll Call #69: YES.
Roll Call #70: YES.

HONORING DOROTHY BARNES
PELOTE

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and celebrate the life of the
late Mrs. Dorothy Barnes Pelote who entered
into eternal rest Sunday, January 18, 2015.
Mrs. Pelote, often described as a “people’s
lawmaker”, dedicated her life to public service
and to her community.

As a native of Lancaster, South Carolina
and graduate of Allen University, Mrs. Pelote
moved to Savannah, Georgia over 50 years
ago where she furthered her education at Sa-
vannah State University. In her early career,
Mrs. Pelote dedicated more than 30 years of
service to teaching in the Savannah Chatham
County Public School System.

Mrs. Pelote served in the Georgia General
Assembly as a State Representative for the
149th District from 1992 until she retired in
2002. Mrs. Pelote also served as the Eighth
District Representative on the Chatham Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners to which she be-
came the first of two women to ever serve on
this panel.

Today, it is my privilege to recognize the life
of Mrs. Dorothy Pelote. As a teacher, an in-
strumental leader, and a friend, Mrs. Pelote
will forever be remembered.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,128,511,342,681.14. We've
added $7,501,634,293,768.06 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

ROSIE THE RIVETER
HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
LaVonne Feichtinger Ostergaard of Hoyt
Lakes, Minnesota. She was one of the thou-
sands of women throughout America who
served as a “Rosie the Riveter” during World
War Il when she went to work for 50 cents an
hour at the Char-Gale plant in St. Cloud. She
operated as a riveter building planes. Her job
was riveting the fuselage and wings on the
outside of the aircraft for planes designed to
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carry cargo, personnel, patients and mecha-
nized equipment and to drop cargo and troops
by parachute. It was by no means a clean or
quiet working environment. Mrs. Ostergaard
never won any medals for her service, but |
call upon all Members to remember how so
many women—from small towns and big cities
alike—stepped forward when they heard the
call for workers to serve as riveters, buckers,
sanders, welders, crane operators, bus driv-
ers, uniform makers, bullet makers, parachute
folders, clerical workers, shipyard workers, as-
sembly line workers, Red Cross workers and
more.

These women probably never imagined they
would answer the call to do this kind of work,
but it was a time in our nation’s history when
everyone needed to pull together with their
motto of “We pull better if we pull together.”
Those who served on the home front are often
unrecognized, as after the war, they quietly re-
turned to the routine of raising children, help-
ing on the home farm or the family business.

According to the American Rosie the Riveter
Association, of which Mrs. Ostergaard is a
member, they came together for one pur-
pose—to help win the war. They built 80,000
landing craft, 100,000 tanks, 300,000 aircraft,
15,000 guns and 41,000,000,000 rounds of
ammunition. It was a massive accomplishment
and our nation owes these outstanding women
our deepest gratitude.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF HOLLY
SCHLESSER OF STREAMWOOD,
ILLINOIS

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | want to
take a moment to recognize one of my con-
stituents, Holly Schlesser, and her selfless act
for a child in need. This past fall Holly donated
a piece of her liver to a friend’s 8 month old
baby, Madison Casey. Holly and Madison’s
mom, Tanya, are the wives of firefighters in
Streamwood, lllinois. Service and sacrifice is a
part of their daily lives. Madison was born with
a rare genetic disorder that led to liver failure.
Thanks to Holly Schlesser’s selfless gift she
now has real hope of growing up healthy and
strong alongside her twin brother. The
Schlesser and Casey families show us the im-
portance of living through our actions.

Their story is also an important reminder
about the incredible difference that organ and
tissue donors can make. There is a large and
heartbreaking gap between the supply and de-
mand for lifesaving organs and tissue. Each
day an average of 18 people in the United
States in need of transplants die waiting. And
without angels like Holly Schlesser, every 10
minutes a new person joins the national trans-
plant waitlist.

In my home state of lllinois, Gift of Hope,
which is part of the national organ and tissue
donation system, is working hard to address
this challenge by educating the public about
the need for donors. They’re making progress
and experienced their second record-setting
year in a row in 2014, helping make 1,024 life-
saving donations happen through the gen-
erosity of 336 organ donors and 1,912 tissue
donors. | applaud the more than 5 million llli-
noisans who have decided to become organ
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and tissue donors and encourage other Ameri-
cans to follow the example set by my neigh-
bors.

——————

RECOGNIZING ROBERT HYATT
HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, our
nation has a long history of honoring our vet-
erans. Even today, we reserve the highest lev-
els of respect for our fellow Americans who
served our country bravely in battle. And while
many of us personally know some who served
in one, or perhaps, two wars, it's exceedingly
rare to find an individual who wore the uniform
in three separate wars. In fact, in my home
state of Indiana, there are only two such vet-
erans alive.

One of them, Robert Hyatt of Franklin, Indi-
ana, will soon celebrate his 90th birthday. A
veteran who served as a medic in World War
11, Korea, and Vietnam, he recently told a local
news station that he’'d still be serving in the
military today if his health permitted. It's worth
noting that along the way, his military service
put his health at risk: He was shot in the leg
during World War Il and stabbed in Korea.

So as he and his family prepare to celebrate
his 90th birthday, | wanted to take some time
today to wish him well and honor his service
to our country. Each of us owes a debt of
gratitude to all our veterans, but especially to
veterans like Robert Hyatt who answered the
call of duty every chance they got.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, February 2 and during the first series
of votes on Tuesday, February 3, 2015, | was
unable to be present for recorded votes. Had
| been present, | would have voted:

“YES” on roll call vote No. 51, on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 361;

“YES” on roll call vote No. 52, on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 615;

“YES” on roll call vote No. 53, on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 623;

“NO” on roll call vote No. 54, on ordering
the previous question on H. Res. 70;

“NO” on roll call vote No. 55, on agreeing
to the resolution H. Res. 70; and

“YES” on roll call vote No. 56, on approving
the Journal.

——————

HONORING COLONEL BYRON L.
DIAMOND

HON. BRAD ASHFORD

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 11, 2015
Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

recognize Colonel Byron L. Diamond for his
nearly 29 years of military service in the Ne-
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braska Army National Guard and United
States Army Reserve. Colonel Diamond was
born March 30, 1967 in Belleville, Kansas. He
graduated from Columbus High School in Co-
lumbus, Nebraska in 1985. Colonel Diamond
enlisted as a Private on July 17, 1986 into the
Nebraska Army National Guard as a member
of Company C, 1/195 Armor Battalion in
Fairbury, Nebraska. In order to become a
commissioned officer, Colonel Diamond at-
tended Southeast Community College in Lin-
coln where he received an Associate Degree
of Applied Science—Finance in 1989. Colonel
Diamond was then commissioned a Second
Lieutenant on July 22, 1989 at the Nebraska
National Guard Military Academy.

From there, he continued his education to
obtain a Bachelor of Professional Studies—
Business Administration/Technical Services
from Bellevue University at Bellevue, Ne-
braska in 1992. Later on Colonel Diamond
would earn a Master of Strategic Studies from
the United States Army War College in 2011.
Colonel Diamond and his wife, Denise, have
two daughters, Emma and Olivia and son,
Alexander.

His career included traditional and full-time
positions of ever increasing responsibility.
Colonel Diamond’s career culminated as the
G4—Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics in the
Nebraska Army National Guard. Colonel Dia-
mond’s significant service contributions include
key assignments within the 267th (Direct Sup-
port) Maintenance Company (command), the
67th Infantry Brigade Forward Support Bat-
talion, the 19th Theater Support Command,
the 67th Area Support Group, commander
402nd Military Police Battalion, and Joint
Force Headquarters—Nebraska. His key
achievements include: serving as the Direc-
torate of Installation Management for the 67th
Area Support Group while deployed to Al
Asad Air Base; developing plans with the 19th
TSC for the defense of South Korea; and the
establishment of communications infrastruc-
ture to relocate the Nebraska National Guard
Headquarters to a new facility.

Colonel Diamond was promoted to his cur-
rent rank December 13, 2011. Colonel Dia-
mond distinguished himself through his exten-
sive knowledge of logistics and mobilization
operations where his mentoring and cham-
pioning of logistics personnel and processes
resulted in Nebraska’s numerous regional and
national Chief of Staff of the Army, Combined
Logistics Excellence Awards. His accomplish-
ments are in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of military service and patriotism and
have brought great credit upon himself and
the country. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | recognize Colonel Byron Dia-
mond for his years of service and sacrifice to
our country.

——————

HONORING MR. ROBERT “BOBBY”’
HICKMAN

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Robert “Bobby” Hickman, to recog-
nize his lifetime of persistently fighting for so-
cial change and mentoring the youth of our
community over many decades.
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Born in St. Paul, Minnesota, Robert was a
fourth-generation St. Paulite. His father was a
descendant of the founders of Pilgrim Baptist
Church and his mother came from a family of
educators. Robert recognized the importance
of his heritage and the deep rooted community
ties that were instilled in him at an early age.
Hickman served as a mechanical engineer in
the Air Force and returned to St. Paul in the
1960’s. It was during this tumultuous time of
the civil rights movement that Robert became
an activist within his community. In 1968 he
founded the Inner City Youth League and
served as the Executive Director for the next
20 years.

Robert believed in the importance of em-
powering and educating youth. The Inner City
Youth League taught teenagers art, black his-
tory, music, and theater. He would sponsor fo-
rums to allow African-American youth to ques-
tion city officials. He even ran a public tele-
vision show called “Black Voices” and trained
community members in video production.

Robert often came up with creative ways to
protest the powers that be in his community.
When the city of St. Paul razed houses for
urban renewal he created community gardens
out of the vacant plots. He advocated employ-
ment programs for young African-Americans,
pushed for stronger schools, and protested
profiling by police. After his work with Inner
City Youth he teamed up with the advocacy
and social services group The City Inc. in Min-
neapolis which opened one of the very first al-
ternative schools in Minnesota.

Robert was more than just an activist; he
was truly a community leader. He wore many
hats throughout his personal and professional
life. He was a small business owner and even
an occasional actor playing the role of Fred-
erick Douglas in Minnesota’s Juneteenth cele-
brations. He discovered Buddhism and made
trips to Kenya and Ghana. Most recently he
worked with the Cultural Wellness Center in
Minneapolis with young men, many of whom
were referred there by the criminal justice sys-
tem.

Throughout Robert’s life he always contin-
ued to overcome divisions between city offi-
cials and community members. He was able
to overcome cultural, racial, and generational
divides to unite people in finding common
ground while consistently and persistently sup-
porting the community’s black youth.

Robert “Bobby” Hickman passed away on
January 28, 2015 at the age of 79. His work
to improve and inspire the lives of African-
American youth will resonate in the hearts and
minds of the community for generations to
come. He viewed his life’s work as a calling
and there is no nobler calling than mentoring
and empowering our nation’s future.

H.R. 5%
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 2015

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong opposition to H.R. 596, the latest in
a series of seemingly never ending attempts
by House Republicans to destroy and dis-
mantle the Affordable Care Act. This legisla-
tion, which has no chance of becoming law,
would be nothing short of catastrophic for the
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